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20th Pays Dramatist Inge $60,000 
Bonus to Unfetter ‘Bus Stop 


Twentieth-Fox late last 
concluded a deal with playwright ! 
William Inge allowing the com-| 
pany to release the screen version 
of “Bus Stop” at its convenience. 
Arrangement reportedly 
payment of $60,000 to Inge. 

Marilyn Monroe starrer, 


one of 


the “big’’ ones from 20th this year, 
is skedced to open in Atlantic City 
A 14. It won’t get into New 
York until after the current run of 
“King and I” at the Roxy. 

Issue of the “Bus Stop” release 
created a legal wrangle between 
Inge and 20th, when the _ play- 


tht asked for—and obtained— 
in injunction to keep the company 


week 


| 
j 
| 


involved | 


| Crawford in 


from releasing the film until Dec. 
1, 1956. Inge said he wanted to} 


‘tect remaining roadshows 


the play which is supposed to open | 


in Chicago Aug. 13. 

20th, which originally paid $75,- 
000 for the play—with a top of 
$250,000—was very eager to get 
“Bus Stop” on its release sked as |} 
Originally planned. Once before, 
in the instance of “Seven Year 
Itch,” also a Monroe pic, 20th paid 
$175,000 to obtain earlier release 


of the film version. 


20th is opening “Bus Stop” at 
Chinese Theatre in Hollywood 
Aug. 29. 


TV Public Wants Levant 
Back; Had Been Fired For 
Anti-Nixon Barbs & Smut! !4 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
scar Levant, bounced only 
Th ursday (2) from his KCOP show, 

“Words About Music,” may be back | 
On tv this week following deluge | 
of protests to sponsor and station | 
Over the axing. Al Terrence,: his 
Carpet sponsor, and KCOP © re- 
ceived over 500 protests when 
Levant was axed because show 
Was “too dirty’ and made 
against v.p. Richard Nixon, 
ing to Terrence. 

Terrence is now mulling Levant’s 
return 





O 


accord- 


of | 





last+£tm-—industry, 


cracks | 


the city. 
} 





India Adams Doing It 
Herself in ‘Can-Can’ 


India Adams, who supplied the 
off-screen singing voice for Joan 
“Torch Song” and Cyd 


Charisse in ‘Bandwagon,’ has 
joined the do-it-yourself vogue. 
She began a six-week, three-tent 
tour as femme lead in “Can-Can”’ 
last Monday (6) at St. John Ter- 
rell’s Neptune (N. J.) Music Circus. 

The stand there is for a fort- 
night, to be followed by three weeks 
at Terrell’s Lambertville (N. J.) 
Music Circus and then a week at 
the Camden (N. J.) Music Circus. 


Miss Adams understudied the part 
during the tour of the original 
Broadway production of the show. 


Again Take Note 
Of N.Y. Suburbs’ 


Whopping Future 


| it’s asserted, 


Population of metropolitan New 


York area will grow to 18,000,000 
in 1970 from the present 15,000,- 


000, 
come 


but the greatest growth will 
in the suburbs and not in 
City itself is expected to 
9 ¢ — about 450,000 in the next 
over its current popula- 
8,107, 000. 


Figures of 


tion a 


interest to the 
are contained in a 
| Daily News reprint of a series of 
| articles by John Lewis and Sidney 
Mirkin on the shape of New York, 
| circa 1970. Series appeared in Feb. 
1956. 


special 


The Lewis-Mirkin articles, 
underscoring the trend to the sub- 
urbs, said Nassau would go from 
967.000 to 1.500.000. Suffolk from 
380.000 to 650.000. and West- 

l-chéester from 683.000 to 900.000. 
In New Jersey, both Bergen and 

| Essex counties should hit the 1,- 
000,000 mark by 1970. 


to tv via 90-minute kine- 
Scoped show which would be} 
med to an hour girtime. KCOP 
Manager Jack Heintz said, “A| 
King scoped show where we would 
i absolute control of prog ram 
( 


ntent would be acceptable to us.’ 
rence also stressed that if he 
1: conrad show via edited kine 
‘¢ is very interested in sponsoring 
Levant locally, also syndicating it 
in half-hour version nationally. 

Terrence, admitting he is being 
flooded with protests over Levant 
axing, remarked, “I feel I’ve done 
8n injustice to a great artist. I’ve 
een upset about cancelling show. 
“scar says a lot of things he 
Shouldn’t, but if we can control 
show through edited kine, may 
Sponsor him again.” 

When axed, Levant said the ac- 
tion was “unilateral, high-handed 


(Continued on page 34) 
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TV Making Us alan 
Of Fatties, Sez Expert 


Minneapolis, Aug. 7. 





| be a classroom critic of the popular | 


| scribing 





ULAouhl 
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By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


ROOMS IN 





T PROBE 


j 
| 
| 
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Every highschool and college in- | 


structor of English courses ought to | 


arts of film, television, radio and 
even jazz music. Such is the view- 
point of an increasingly articulate 


| bloc of young pedagogs who are 
~*~ , ° 

finding a new sympathy in the 
“school press” which has quietly 


begun publishing criticism 
Elementary English (10,000 sub- 
schools), English Journal 
19,000) and College English (4,800) 
have all recently added comment 
(monthly) on the popular arts, 
while other scholastic periodicals 
started some time ago. This is in 
reaction to a ferment described, af- 
firmatively, as “developing the cul- 
tural potentials in mass communi- 
cations” and, negatively, as “taking 
the educators’ hex off less-than- 


| fine arts.” 


In a few reported instances jazz 


has sneaked in the back door of 
English courses as a new way of 
illustrating “style” in poetry. Stu- 


dents readily dig poetic metre and 
rhythm when parallels are drawn 
with jazz styles familiar to the 
modern generation. 

English classes also come alive, 
when teacher makes 
like Bosley Crowther. After view- 
ing one picture based on a Pulitzer 
Prize work, a class voted with fine 
youthful extremism, “Resolved, 
that the Pulitzer Prize doesn’t mean 
a thing.” Discussions as to the 
screen treatment’s discrepancies 
from the original text and whether 
dropping certain characters or em- 
(Continued on page 53) 





Strike Threat On 


Eve of Convention 


National Assn. of sroadcast En- 
gineers and Technicians notified 
NBC-TV in N.Y. that if it doesn’t 
come to terms on salaries of air- 
conditioning engineers and main- 
tenance men in the web’s N.Y 
plants a strike will be called thi 
weekend. Strike threat by the 
union, which also represents radio- 
tv engineers at NBC, coincides 
with the radio and television cov- 


| erage of the political conventions 


Television is helping to make the | 


U. S. a nation of fatties. 


At least, the present fondness for 
video watching easily can be a fac- 
tor in avoirdupois, it’s pointed out 
by Dr. Ancel Keys, Minnesota U. 
faculty member whose research in 
human nutrition in his physiologi- 
cal hygiene laboratory has won him 
world renown and who now is con- 
ducting experiments in weight re- 
duction. 

While he himself is no tv addict, 


(Continued on page 38) 





in Chi and Frisco. 

A union spokesman said _ that 
negotiations in behalf of the 51 
airconditioning staffers and nine 
maintenance men in the network's 


N.Y. setup have been going on 
since May, in a “lackadaisical 
once-a-week” fashion. Source 


meet the salary demands set down | 
by NABET, which assumed juris- | 
diction of the two disputed groups , 
shortly before haggling began. 


NABET seeks parity for N.Y. air- Convention 


(Continued on page 39) 
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| Germans to Show French Film Short 
Dealing With Nazis’ Hell- Camps 





Disks Hop on James Dean 
Vogue Via Tune Tributes 


The disk industry is latching on 
the new popularity vogue for 
the late James Dean. MGM Rec- 
ords has packaged instrumental 
workovers of the themes from 
“East of Eden” and ‘Rebel With 
out A Cause,” two of the pix in 
which Dean appeared, in a special 
sleeve featuring a photo of the 
actor and clips from the films. The 
tunes were cut by Art Mooney. 
Coral Records also got into the 
act with a Dick Jacobs cutting of 
the theme from “East of Eden.” It, 


to 


too, is being pushed via the Dean 
tieup. The indie Forest label has 
hopped on the bandwagon with 
“His Name Was Dean,” etched by 
a new crooner, Nathan Russell. 
About a year ago, RCA Victor had 
a waxing of a tune called “The 


Ballad of James Dean” 
happened to it. 


See Tents Lush 
Field for Tiring 


Bway Musicals 


but nothing 





Wallingford, Conn., Aug. 7 
Instead of slogging through the 
summer doldrums on Broadwa: 


no-longer-capacity musicals might 
profitably be booked for hot weath- 
er tours of the showtent = circuit 
That’s the belief of Ben Segal, gen- 
eral manager of the Oakdale Mu- 
sieal Theatre here. 

The local canvastop impresario 
figures that a show which has, just 
about used up its Broadway poten- 


tial by late springtime would be 
better off to call it a day on the 
Main Stem and cast its lot with 
the tent setups, where a 12-week 
season is available at weekly po- 
tential gross up to $34,000 Un 


(Continued on page 53) 


Stevens Isn’t Quitting 
Show Biz for Politics 


Roger L. Stevens has no inten- 
tion of giving up the theatre for 
a political career. Even if Adlai 
Stevenson should be elected presi- 
dent, the producer-realtor is 
interested in holding public office. 

Stevens concedes that what he’s 


,seen of behind-the-scenes politics 
said that the webs didn’t want to} 


is fascinating, and he’s looking for- 
ward eagerly to sitting in one of 
‘the traditional smoke-filled rooms 


+ 


| 


not | 


In a move carrying over‘'ones 
surprise, the official German nb 
and information office has  pur- 
chased the German rights to “Nuit 
et Brouillard” (Night and Fog), 
a French short about the Nazi con- 
centration camps. 

Intention, according 
from Germany, 


to reports 
is to add a German 


commentary and to show the sub- 
ject to German governmen’ officials 
as well as to youth groups, etc. 
It'll also be made available to the 


film trade. 


Purchase was made at the orders 


of the Bonn government and _ in- 
volved 25,000 marks (a little over 
$6,000). 

Lncident has its odd aspects. 
First, most Germans today still 
prefer not to talk or think about 
the camps and the millions who 
perished in them, so that—even if 
officially sponsored—such an un- 
pleasant reminder isn’t likely to 
be particularly popular 

Second, “Night and Fog,” was 
withdrawn from the Cannes film 
festival earlier this year by the 
French when the latter became 
aware of German sensitivity re- 


garding the topic of concen ration 
camps. In return, the German 
“Himmel Ohne Sterne” (Sky With- 
out Stars), considered potentially 
offensive to the Soviets, was pulled 
from the competi‘ion. It so hap- 
pens that “Sky” was the only Ger- 
man entry 

Sources 
that the 


1 have 
1) lav 


in New York speculated 
German government move 
been motivated by a de- 
still foreign cri icism to the 
effect that German officialdom was 
trying to play that macabre 
aspect of the Nazi era. ““Whatever 
ason, it’s a very decent thing 
for the people in Bonn to do,” was 
one comment. 


r 
il O 
down 


the re 


Gordon MacRae’s ‘Fair 
Lady’ Medley Unfair To 


Show, Levin Squawks 


The line of demarcation bet 


wéen 
rand rights and small right al- 
wal a point of contention, may 
set another airing in court. This 
ime, attorney Irving Cohen, act- 
ng on behalf of producer Herman 
Levin of “My Fair Lady,” has wired 
Gordon MacRae and his wife, 
sheila Stephens, that unless they 


delete a 22-minute portion of their 
turn in which they enact songs and 
narration from that musical, suit 
will be filed. MacRae, it’s alleged, 
has done this bit in Nevada nite- 
ries. The MacRaes are curren‘ly 
at the Desert Inn, Las Vegas. 

Producers, as well as perform- 
ing rights societies are constantly 
on the watch for infractions of the 
copyright, which they claim are in- 


as major party decisions are made | ‘volved when an act takes substan- 
|during the Democratic National 
in Chicago, 


(Continued on page 36) 


ial portions of a musical for re- 


starting production on a nitery floor. Pro- 
\ 


(Continued on page 49) 
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A Giant At 75 . . 


None has written the story of the motion picture in al) it; 
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Stevens Disdains Dean Morbidity Bit | Arts-for-fhe Grieg 
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He and Warners Agreed on Straight Merchandising 
Of ‘Giant’ on Its Merits 





ae + 
George Stevens, producer-direc- ‘ ] 
{or of Edna Ferber’s “Giant” which More Rose Red Deals 


Warner Bros. is about to release, | 


Billy Rose, who last week made 


Washington, Aug. 7. 

A new drive to capture a share 
of the intellectuals and artists— 
the eggheads—for the Republican 
|Party is being undertaken by the 
newly launched Committee of the 
Arts and Sciences for Eisenhower. 
Its sponsors hope to make it na- 


states that he aaticipates no pro-/an agreement in. principle with tionally known as “CASE.” 
motional problems regarding) Russia for the exchange of U. S. 


James Dean because he is firmly 


. | and 
opposed to any ballyhoo capital be- cimijar accord a few days 


concluded a 
later 


Russian talent, 





Co-chairmen of the committee 
are actress Helen Hayes and Dr. 
Harry Carman, retired dean of Co- 


size and glamor more resoundingly than Cecil B. DeMille wh, 
next Sunday (Aug. 12), marks his 75th natal day. 


This year’s Paramount release of the latest DeMille epic, “! 
Commandments,” also marks his 70th production. 


the picture business. 
the industry itself. 


That’s almost as long as the history o 


DeMille’s record of boxoffice, since he first produced and <; 


{) 


Just to round 
out the basic statistics, 1956 also marks his 43d anniversary j, 


n 
f 


rected his first full-length motion picture, “The Squaw Man.” 


jon! eet a .. ported wi h the Red government in War- Jumbia College. Executive @irec-| from a play by his brother, William C. DeMille, in 1913, at a time 
dant furore on the newstands, | >“ __ {tor is M. Robert Rogers, on leave when Hollywood was a drowsy, rural suburb of Los Angeles, js 
where Dean is still (nearly a year |, Deal was made with the Polish |as president of Station WGMS,| parred only by his personal record as a first citizen of the picture 
after his death) hotter’n a pistol | Ministry of Culture. Sovjet be gh Washington, i business. DeMille always personified the tradition of film-mak- 
(or Presley) as a somewhat morbid pres na co Renae lle ol Among other organizing mem-| jng at its best. His penchant for “epics” of size and stature, 
piece de resistance. : ro ane . gee me bers are Robert Montgomery, the usually with a Biblical connotation, endowed his personal handi- 
Warners is standing aloof from ®"d a similar amount of Russians president's personal tv adviser; ae ae , en on 

the postmortem angles both by its | ere. - | Eugene Ormandy, conductor of the work with a particular stamp of dignity. The boxoffice ee 
own preference and under instruc- | ; |Philadelphia Orchestra; Howard tance, of course, is always a pleasant corollary to artistic 
tions from the Stevens-Ferber- | I . /Hanson, composer and director of achievement. 

Henry Ginsberg coproduction Name Talent Big Lure the Eastman-Rochester School of etal 

 aeavens is particularly impa Mi i M li H . pre gg mag Mg wet Tinaes Senile, at the three-quarter century mark, i a vital ‘and 
tient. with Fag periodicals | In iam Marlins Het Fees ew section: James. p| Vibrant personality. He is prophet with much honor in his 


which have sought to read “mys- | 
tic or cultic meanings” into young | 
Dean’s short life and tragic pass- 
ing. 

Stevens and WB are agreed in 


Try For League Pennan 


Miami, Aug. 7. 
With show biz toppers headlined 
to hypo attendance, the Miami 


Baxter, president of Williams Col- 
lege, etc. 


Silvers to Sub 





Producers’ Guild last winter saluting him. A twa-time Osca 
winner and the holder of the coveted Irving G. Thalberg Me 
morial Award “for consistent 


» homegrounds, as witness the “Milestone” dinner by the Screen 


r 


high quality of production 


achievement,” his intra-induséry recognition has been genere 


steering away from ane person Marlins, hot in the race for the ous and often. His Biblical screen stories have singled him out for 
cal or other mysterioso oe International League pennant in identification as “a prophet in celluloid who has had the privi- 
even though, for a time, it mign |first year as this city’s entry into lege of bringing some of the Word of God to more people 


attract a little attention to the ac- 
tor’s third and final feature. Young 
Dean “had no premonition of, 
death,” as one fan mag approached | 


'topflight baseball, will 


go after 
the League attendance record to- 
night ‘Tues.) in a specially staged 


| show-game at the Orange Bowl. 


~— Injured Sullivan 


throughout the world than any other man.” 
intra-industry dinner produced the startling statistic that hi 
various motion pictures resulted in 3,214,000,000 regular paid ad 


That same SPG 


S 


Stevens, and it is not true that) oo’. ; amene of the |. pee Sire will stand in for Ed| missions. It was computed that these over-three billion ad- 
somebody had told the director,| Sid Salomon Jr., prexy of the <ivan on the latter's CBS-TV| missions are one and one-half times the present population of 
“don’t you think we’d better finish | Club, after enlisting civic and busi- |" > nt the globe 
up Jimmy Dean’s part of it first?”| ness organizations in the afea to 'stanza next Sunday a . Sullivan . 

Stevens is vehement against ex-| aid in block sales of tickets, is | broke several ribs in an automo- ielpieanint 
ploitive fan mag approach, though | turning all net profits over the |bile accident last Sabbath night A fleeting glance at the bibliography of DeMilleana shows 


well aware of the strange Valen- 
tino-like mourning for the 23-year- 


Variety (Tent 33) Childrens’ Hos- 
pital and several other child-wel- 


after his show, and now the net- 


/work reports that his physicians 


fear a chest cold he had before the 


his handiwork on themes that range from American westerns to 
Canadian mounties; from railroad epics to problem plays; from 


old player who made but two pic-| fare groups. Some 80,000 ducats Biblical themes to the circus. (He broke the time-honored iin 
tures. “It would not only be bad pat 55¢ each have been sold to the erash might develop into pneu- that a circus picture penitent be BO. just = a oe ee 
taste for us to think developing | organizations in the all-out drive | monia. 0., enta 


the morbid tangents, if values they 
(Ccntinued on page 63) 


Aud Hoots, Crix 


‘to fill the Bowl, with the buyers 


allowed to dispose of the tickets as 
they see fit. Most are offering 
them to customers who patronize 


| their stores, restaurants, et al. 


Name lures from showbiz in- 


|clude Martha Raye, Russ Morgan, 
‘Helen O’Connell and their tv com- 


CBS declared that Sullivan’s ab- 
sence from the 8 to 9 p.m. show 
next week was simply a “‘precau- 
tionary measure.” The emcee-col- 
umnist had finished the program 
last Sunday at McGuire Air Force 
Base, in New Jersey, and was re- 
turning to his farm home in South- 





footnote). Fittingly, Cecil B. DeMille brings in a $12,000.00 


0 


Paramount picture called “10 Commandments” to mark his 75th, 


Abel. 





Ike Okes Incorporation 


‘Trading Favors 


of Nat’! Music Council, 





* 
Assail Wagner pany, Gloria DeHaven, Betty | bury, Conn., when his auto was a ‘ ‘ 
Reilly, Margaret Whiting, Kirby ;|Smashed by another which had 
Stone Four, Ginny Simms, Cab |sv'erved out of its lane. Both cars Lauding Effective Role oregroun 
Calloway, Anne Baxter and the !were almost completely demol- Washington, Aug. 7. 
Preacher Rollo band. ished. Bill the National | 


Opera Festival 


. With Sullivan in the car were Music Council has been signed by | 
his son-in-law, Robert Precht, and! President Eisenhower. In a ne 
Bayreuth, Aug. 7. Borge Boffo On BBC-TV a private detective working for|sage accompanying his approval, 
The 80th Wagner Opera Festival ’ Sullivan, Ralph Cacace. Precht,| he wrote: London, Aug. 7 
(sixth since the second World | an assistant on the tv stanza, sus-| “Congress has chartered the Na- Degree and nature of restrictions 


War) to be performed at Bayreuth 
in the theatre which 
Richard Wagner designed himself, 
has just gotten underway here, 
with 1,800 on hand for the sellout 
opening performance. This was the 
year’s new addition to the annual 
schedule, “The Meistersinger.” 
Wolfgang Windgassen and Gre 
Brouwenstijn sang the leads. With 
Andre Cluytens of Paris conduct- 
ing the opening Fest and the set- 
ting of the historic opera created 
in the modern style of 39-year-old 
Wieland Wagner, grandson of com- 
poser Richard, the crix were less 
kind to the production than they 
have been to the innovations of 
the two Wagner brothers in recent 
years. 


composer | 





Hope’s Wintry Jokes NSH 


London, Aug. 7. 

Two American performers took 
over the spotlight on British teevee 
last Tuesday (31) and results point 
to two extreme reactions. Victor 
Borge’s live telecast on BBC, at 
6:30 p.m., was regarded as prob- 
ably the top event of this or any 
other season, while Bob Hope’s 
telecast (film) which started on 
ITV at 8 p.m. was panned, 

Clifford Davis, of the Daily Mir- 
ror, called Borge’s 50-minute ex- 
hibit “the best thing of its kind 
ever seen in Britain,” while Hope 
got an opposite reaction. As Cyril 


| Ainsley pointed out in the Daily 


Express, Hope’s show, on film, had 
been made the past winter, during 





























“Romantic irony breaking with Britain’s severe cold spell, and 
(Continued on page 53) (Continued on page 40) 
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tained a broken arm and facial 
bruises. Cacace was reported in 
serious condition yesterday (Tues.) 
with a skull fracture, chest injuries 
and multiple lacerations. The 
driver of the other vehicle, 22- 
year-old Joseph Palmucci, was de- 
scribed in poor condition, having 
a hip fracture and possibly a 
broken jaw. 


Sullivan is in Griffith Hospital, | 
in Derby, Conn., where a spokes- | 


man said he might be returned 


home tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Silvers is not new to the substi- 
tute reute. The comedian, who 
has his own filmed show on CBS- 
TV, filled in for Jackie Gleason 
over a year ago, when Gleason 
broke his ankle. 





German ‘Devil’s General,’ 


| With Anti-Nazi Message, 


‘Set for U. S. Handling 


' 

“The Devil’s General,” German 
film based on the Carl Zuckmayer 
play of the same title, has been ac- 
quired from Real Film (Hamburg) 
by Richard Gordon, Emile J. Lustig 
|and a Canadian group for distribu- 
| tion in the U. S. Gordon had prior 
interests in the property. 

“Devil’s General,” directed by 
Helmut Kaeutner and _ starring 
Curd Juergens in the role of the 
airforce general, will be released 
}in the U. S. in subtitled version. 

Pic, with a _ distinct anti-Nazi 
| Message, was a big hit in Germany. 








’Taint So 


N.Y. Times has been run- 
ning teaser ads on the upcom- 
ing Kingsley International 
French import, “We Are All 
Murderers.” 

Woman reader wrote in pro- 
testing against the Times’ ac- 
cepting ads of such bitter and 
inflammatory nature. “Any 
way,” said the complaint, “the 
Statement just isn’t true.” 





incorporating 


—= 


Of 1957 Fests 





tional Music’ Council because of its 
important and effective role as a 
central body representing virtually 
all of the major voluntary musical 
organizations in our country. Its 
|members include symphony or- 
iehestras, songwriters, choruses, 
educational associations, publish- 
ers, labor unions, music clubs and 
others. Thus, the National Music 
Council is truly representative of 
the American way of life, in which 
music can flourish as it should in 
|a free democratic society, as a vol- 


nominally imposed on foreign films 
by any given country will be taken 
into account hereafter when an 
international film festival in such 
country applies for accredition 
from the International Film Pro- 
ducers Assn. 

This was decided at the London 
| meeting and will come into effect 
|'when 1957 festivals are graded at 
a November meeting in Paris. 


Seems to mean that cooperation 
in future may be more insistently 





|untary activity under the nourish- | 
ment and control of private citi- | 
zens.” 





two-way. Favors to nations not 


ibe more closely examined. 


extending favors will presumably 








Everybody a Circus ‘Expert 


Since the recent fold of the Ringling Bros. & Barnum & Bailey 
Circus, for the first time in its 72-year history in the middle of the 
season, virtually everyone has become an expert in circus matters. 
Whether it’s an oldtime performer, whose only recent connection 
with the Big Top has been that of a paying customer, or per- 
formers, pressagents, roustabouts and newspapers, all have dis- 
covered the “‘true reason” why the circus had to run for cover for 
a route in arenas. 

Virtually every newspaper ‘including this one) has received any 
number of letters describing the are of destruction of this vener- 
able American institution. Bulk of the letters and many articles, 
including the Phil Santora series which started yesterday (Tues.) 
in the N.Y. Daily News, place the blame squarely upon the circus 
prexy John Ringling North. They blame his tendency to ‘‘Holly- 
woodize” the show; to personal habits, to the fact that he wouldn't 
listen, stubbornness, yes-man, etc., which caused him to fire 
“every experienced circus hand” in the higher echelons. Few 
blame labor troubles inasmuch as the circus traditionally got along 
with a crew to whom money was a secondary matter, and many 
stayed because they liked the life under the tent. 


Whether North is to blame wholly isn’t so easy to decide, accord- 
to a lot of observers. All phases of show business have wunder- 
gone tremendous changes and many feel that if the Big Top didn't 
try to keep up with this fast moving world, it would have headed 
for limbo anyway. Many feel that the day of the big travelling 
eircus may be over, whether North runs it or not, and many think 
that it would be more economically feasible to run the Ringlins 
show in hardtop situations and under auspices of some organiza- 
tion. It will have to fight hard to get sponsorship away from 
some of the existing circuses. 

At any rate, the future of the circus will be left to the stock- 
holders. North, controlling 51° of the show, is facing a show- 
down fight currently in Sarasota, from the minority group which 
controls the remaining 49%. Showdown may come within a ver) 
Short time. 
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‘| PIX’ BIG & BOLD BID FOR GOLD 





Low-Interest (2347) Debt at Loew 


Tough to Re-Negotiate; Divorced 
Halves Lose ‘Integrated Charm 


The 
mestic theatre division from pro- 
duction-distribution, scheduled to 
meet a court-decreed deadline of 
next February, continues as a king- 
sized problem. Crux of it is the 
manner in which assets and the 
$30,000,000 indebtedness is to be 
divided by the two surviving com- 
panies. 

It had been hoped that the mat- 
ter would be resolved by next 
month. That's yow out. Whether 
the February date can be met is 
not ‘for certain. It’s conceivable 
that the Dept. of Justice, whose 
antitrust suit resulted in the di- 
vorcement decree, might have to 


separation of Loew's do-+ 





Comfy Democrats 

Chicago, Aug. 7. 
The seats salvaged from the 
Paradise Theatre, erstwNile 
Balaban & Katz deluxer which 
was razed this summer, are to 
have at least one final fling in 
the limelight. They have been 
instal’ed in the International 
Amphitheatre by the Demo- 
cratic convention committee 
for the comfort of the dele- 
gates at the party’s presiden- 
tial nominating conclave which 





step in with a definite program for | 


Loew's to adhere to. 

The $30,000,000 borrowing, from 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., i 
at preferential interest (2%8°% 
rates. Met, 
capital to the integrated parent 
Loew's corporation. Question now 
centers on how to divide the loan 
between exhibition (with what as- 
sets?) and production-distribution 
(also with what assets?). 
breakdown of one company 
two smaller ones will mean a re- 
write of the loan agreement, 
doubtless at higher interest rates. 





Paris 2d-Guesses 
On Venice's New | 


| experiment tied in with the theory | 

roun ll a) that the public finds standard | 

apr snestsrer aga programs too long. 

- * Curiously, however, the WB 

= ; Paris, Aug. 7. | studio last January reported plans | 
The director, N. Ammanati, of | lfor an hour -long telefilm series 
the Venice Film Festival is in Paris under the “Amazon Trader” title 


tying up independent French in-| and starring John Sutton, who’s 


dustry participation although 
France officially is not joining the 


event due to the Italian having uni- | for 


laterally changed the ground rules. | 

However there is some growing | 
Cisposition locally to think the! 
Venice changes may be for the 
better. If a film festival is 
international and _ artistic 
deal-making is not the main appeal. | 

Will Venice recover its own lost | 
prestige of recent years? Can it 
end the log-rolling which follows 
too many pictures and too 
prizes? There are observers in 
Paris who are impressed that 
Venice will have only three prizes 
to bestow—the Golden Lion grand 
prize for 





And the | 
into | 


truly | 
mere | 


many | 


starts Monday (13). 
Pews will be updated with 
bright slipcovers. 








* 42-Min. ‘Second 


though, provided the | 


Feature by WB 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Warners is underway with pro- 
duction of new-type program pic- 


| tures of shorter than conventional | 
| length to supplant the usual sec- | 


First | 


ond feature on theatre bills. 
of the series, already completed, 
|is “Amazon Trader,” which runs 
| 42 minutes and is billed as ‘“‘docu- 
| mentary fiction.” 

Tom McGowan, who directed 
“Trader,” reported that Cedric 
| Francis will head the new produc- 
| tion setup which, in effect, is an 


in 
| the 42-minute entry. WB now 
| States that the latter was filmed 
theatrical distribution: right at 
| the outset. 





Czech Ideology Winners: 
Russia, Japan and India; | 


Grand Prize to France 


Karlova Vary, 

With “If All the Guyg in 
World,” French entry, having 
copped the grand prize at Czecho- 
slovakia’s International Film Fes- | 


Aug. 7. 














ze the best feature and two) tival, other of the main awards | 
Volpi Cups for best actor and best | were given as follows: 
oe Russia’s “The Case of eae | 

oe + Runyanstev,” so-called Fight for 
SKEERED OF TV ‘PULL’ | the New Man prize; Japan’s “Dark- 
Hollywood, Aug. 7, | mess_at Midday,” world progress, 

Light boxoffice results of fea- | 49d India’s “Visit to India,” inter- | 
ture films starring television fig- | national friendship. Last listed is a 
ures has cued postponement by | documentary on the road tour of | 
produce William F. Broidy at Soviet Premier Nikalai A. Bulgan- 
Columbia of projected “Wild Bill |in and Communist party leader 
Hickok” feature until next year. | Nikita S. Krushchev. 

Was to have rolled late sum-!| Special jury citations went to 
mer with Guy Madison and Andy |“A Half Pint of Beer” and “The 
Devine recreating video roles. ' Abyss,” both Hungarian. 

Probable Entries at Veni 
Venice, Aug. 7. 


This is the educated guess on the 15 feature films to be in com- 
petition here at the 1956 Venice Film Festival: 


United States: (1) “Attack” 
but title now officially 
Japan: 
“Larta Birmana” 


(tradeshown as 
“Attack” (UA) and (2) 
(1) “Akasen Chitai’” (reviewed VarRIETY, 


“The Fragile Fox,” 
“Bigger Than Life” 
July 25) and (2) 


Italy: (1) “Suor Letizia” with Anna Maganini and (2) “Imperio 
del Sole” (documentary) . 
. France; (1) “Gervaise” with Maria Shell and (2) “Traversee de 
aris 

Spain: (1) “Calabuigh” with Edmund Gwenn and (2) “Calle 
Mayor” with Betsy Blair 

Mexico: ‘Toro” directed by Carlos Velos 

Greece: “Ogre of Athens” directed by Nilos Youndouras. 

Germany: (either “Ker Kornet” directed by Walter Reisch or 


“Captain Koepenik” directed by Helmut Kautner. 


Russia: 
Britain (with U.S.): 


“Immortal Garrison” (or alternate) 
“Moby Dick (WB) directed by John Huston. 


the | 


| National Boxoffice Survey 


MINKE EM EPIC 
DR PROVOCATIVE 


By GENE ARNEEL 


vocative. This in essence is the 
credo of more and more picture- 
makers as Hollywood steps up ef- 
fort to turn out merchandise com- 
pletely dissimilar from what’s for 
free on television. 

That films are growing in physti- 
cal size has been recognized for 
some time, of course. There's 
now to be a further reaching out— 
a still greater bid to cap the pub- 





erties. For, 
| Although 


there lies the gold. 

neither “epic’’ has 
opened yet, Paramount's “War 
|Peace” (running three hours, 28 
|minutes), and “Ten 
ments” four hours! doubtless will 
| have an important influence on the | 
future of the film colony’s  think- 
ing if they reach anywhere near 
the level of success that Par 


Make ’em big or make 'em pro- | 


lic’s attention with mammoth prop- | 





and | 


Command- | 


an- | 


ticipates. Every studio and every 
|independent producer will be giv- 
|ing the double-barrelled Par move 
close attention. 

Importantly, the trade is con- | 
vinced in large measure that the | 
roadshow is to have a more im- 
portant role in the scheme of | 
|things. Ticket-buyers have demon.- | 


strated their willingness to shell 
out top coin for the two-or-three-a- 
day. “Oklahoma” 
at the Rivoli in New York, and still 
is no slouch at the boxoffice. 
third Cinerama entry—the 
travelog in a row in that 
'—is a hot money item. 
‘A’ Material 
King Vidor, veteran topnotch di- 
rector, says he’s convinced that big- 
|ness is the key to success; 
|dinary entertainment on film is 
no longer worthwhile. Having 
called the turns on “War and 
Peace,” he’s partisan, natch. But 
in view of his extensive  back- 
ground, his opinion carries weight. 
Other voices around town 
(Gotham) are raised anent the 
Same subject. While distribution 
execs traditionally have liked 
their features the shorter bet- 
er—90-to-100 minutes for “A” ma- 
terial—the top echelons at some 
homeoffices have more advocates 
for the “all-out” treatment. 
Comment from an eastern v.p.: 
|““We svend a fortune filming a 
Broadway musical that’s a smash. 
jit runs two hours and 15 or 20 
minutes. And then we cut it to 


(Continued on page 63) 
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process 
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is in its 42nd week | 


The | 


| gives the 
| Italian 


the or- | 


|} June was $1,192,500 against 
| parable 


| ber 





It Was a July to Remember: 
Four Top Films Amass $6,108,000; 


King and I Maintains Roaring Lead 





_July’s Top 12 


. “King and I” (20th). 

. “Trapeze” (UA). 

. “Moby Dick” (WB). 

. “Duchin Story” (Col), 

. “Certain Feeling” (Par). 
“Cine Holiday” (Indie). 

. “Seven Wonders” (Indie). 
. “Away All Boats” (U). 
“Oklahoma” (Magna). 

. “Locomotive Chase” (BV), 
. “Fastest Gun” (M-G). 
. “Somebody Likes 
(M-G). 
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Italy Boxoffice 
Up May & June 


Rome, Aug. 7. | 
Despite the much talked-about | 
crisis and the pessimism in Italo 


exhibitor circles, both the May and 
June boxoffice returns in the key 
first-runs throughout the country 
have shown an improvement over 
1955. 
At the same time, in June, the | 
Yank slice of the Italian firstrun 
market resumed its dominant 80°% | 
lead (from 71° in May), which | 
Americans the same ratio 
1955. At the same time, the 
cut dropped from 11 per- 
points last June (1955) to | 
figure during June, 1956. 
The French got 5° of the market 
and the British took close to 4° 
Other nations hit 3°. 
The key city firstrun 


is in 


centage 
a oF 


gross in 
a com- 
$1,092.000 last year. In| 
May, the boxoffice stood at $2,250,- 
000 against $1,950,000 last year. 


Todd May Light Selwyn 


Chicago, Aug. 


Producer Mike Todd was in on 
cago last week, o.o.’ing’ the long- 
dark Selwyn legit house as the 
possible showcase for his Todd-AO 
process film, “Around the 
in 80 Days.” 

Pic would bow 
on a two-a-day 





here in Novem- 
roadshow basis. 


_Trade Tapers Some; ‘King’ Champ for 4th Stanza; 


Return of torrid weather and 
plethora of longruns will shave 


gross totals over the country this 
stanza. However, most firstruns 
report highly encouraging b.o. re- 
turns for this time of year, with 
still -more supposedly big product 
still to come out. 
| “King and I” 
first place again, 
week in 


(20th) is -taking 
making the fourth 
succession it has been 
champ at the wickets. Pic is hit- 
ting close to $400,000 in some 23 
key cities covered by VARIETY cur 
rently. “Duchin Story” (Col), 
which was third a week ago, is 
moving up to second position while 


|“Moby Dick” (WB) is slipping to 
|third spot, just a short distance 
| behind Latter was second last 
stanza. 

| . . . 

| “Pardners” (Par), with addition- 


al playdates, is 
fourth spot. Martin-Lewis comedy, 
too, is making stronger showings 
in numerous keys. Total gross will 
‘come close to $200,000. 

“Away All Boats” 
was sixth last stanza, is climbing to 
fifth spot this round. ‘7 Wonders 
‘of World” (Indie) will finish sixth. 

“Trapeze” (UA), which has fin- 
ished many of its big firstrun dates, 
managed to take seventh place. 
|‘‘Earth Vs. Flying Saucers” (Col) 
“Some- 
is land- 


pushing up to 


(U), which 


is winding in eight while 
body Up There Likes Me” 
ling ninth position, 


‘Pages 8-9.) il) 


‘Duchin’ Second, ‘Moby’ 3d, ‘Pardners’ 4th 


“Cinerama 
capturing 10th money. “Oklahoma” 
(Magna) and “Johnny Concho” 
(UA) round out the Top 12 list in 


Holiday” (Indie). is 


that order. “Fastest Gun Alive” | 
(M-G), “Francis in Haunted 
House”’ (U) and “Fantasia” (BV) | 


(reissue) are the runner-up pix in 
that sequence, 


“High Societv’” (M-G), which 
opens at the N. Y. Music Hall this 
week, started out with smash open- 
ing round in L. A “These Wilder 
Years,” also from Metro, is good in 
Detroit. 

“Walk the Proud Land” (U), an 
other newcomer, is rated nice in 
L, A,. playing in some 10 spots 

‘Rebel in Town” (UA), slim in 
L. A., is fine in Denve1 “Bigger 
Than Life” (20th), ano‘her newie, 
is trim in N. Y. 

“Proud and Profane” (Par), 


which has been playing on extend- 
ed-run in some four key cities, is 
big in Detroit. ‘Ambassador's 
Daughter” (UA) continues smash 
in second Chi stanza. 

“Autumn Leaves” 
socko in N._ ¥Y. 
(Cont) is fast in Chi, 
and great in Portland. 

“Godzilla” (Indie) is doing fine 
in Denver, being one of top new 
entries. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


(Col) shapes 
“Ladykiilers”’ 


+ 


| amassed 


| (Magna) 


| the 


World | | 


It was a mild, rainy July in many 


sections of the country, which 
helped new, strong fare smack 
over. The pacesetters, included, 
of course “King and I” (20th), 
“Trapeze” (UA), “Moby § Dick” 
(WB) and “Eddy Duchin Story” 
(Col). 

Just how terrific the take was 


is realized from the fact that the 
first four top grossers, listed above, 
racked up a gross total of $6,108,- 
000 which is a new high for the 
year. “King,” the new b.o. champ 
for the month of July, showed 
$2,185,000 in the keys covered by 


| VARIETY. 


“Trapeze.” second-place winner, 
$1,614,000. It wound up 
first two weeks during the month. 
“Moby Dick.” which was. third, 
crossed $1,340,000. 

“Duchin Story” tallied at nearly 
$1,000,000 for fourth position. This 
musical did not start getting ex- 
tensive bookings until the middle 
of the month, and may be heard 
from additionally this month. 
“That Certain Feeling” (Par) 
wound up in fifth spot. 

“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) fin- 
ished sixth, with notice of its clos- 


ings in favor of “7 Wonders of 
World” (Indie) boosting totals in 
several keys. “Wonders” took 


seventh position, only a step behind 
“Holiday.” 

“Away All Boats” (U), which 
just got started the final two weeks 
in July, managed to land eighth 
place. It likely will be heard from 
more in the future. “Oklahoma” 
finished ninth “Great 
Locomotive Chase” (BY) managed 
to capture 10th position although 


| a bit spotty after the first week out. 


“Fastest Gun Alive” (M-G) 
wound up llth, being surprisingly 
stout in many spots for a western. 


| “Somebody Up There Likes Me,” 
also from Metro, rounds out the 
Big 12 list. “Johnny Concho” (UA), 


which just missed the top 12, heads 
runner-up pix. “Santiago” 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Today the Writer-Exec Shines Bright 





Guild Finds $96 Also Directors and 65 Production 


Executives 


 ] 





Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Never in the history of Holly- 
wood is the writer as important as 
today, as a record number of 96 
writers are also directors while 65 
are production executives, accord- 
ing to a survey just completed by 
the Writers Guild of America West. 

juild said its survey proves the 
writer is no longer a man with a 
function, that of writing a screen- 
play; that today with the market 
so highly competitive, he is in great 
demand as an executive and a di- 
recior. “It’s obvious that the writer 
today is called on not only to write, 
but to sit across a desk and buy 
stories, to create and produce and 
function in various’ executive 
capacities,” said the guild. 

Guild said Hollywood has gone 
through a variety of influences, 
that at one time exhibitors strong- 
ly influenced content of films; then 
bankers dominated and influ- 
enced content; then the sales de- 

artments: “but it’s now where it 
a esos in the hands of the writ- 
ers.” observed the guild. 

Double and triple function of 
the writer in production capacities 
in the film biz is being paralleled 
in tv, added the guild. 

Guild cited as examples of the 
writer’s success in functioning as 
director or production exec such 
top b.o. pix as “The King and I,” 
produced by Charles Brackett, a 
writer originally; ‘That Certain 
Feeling,” turned out by producers- 
writers Melvin Frank and Norman 
Panama: “Blackboard Jungle,” di- 
rected by Richard Brooks, also 
writer of the film. 

Among writers now also direc- 


tors are Brooks, Delmer Daves, 
Valentine Davies, Philip Dunne, 
Melvin Frank, Mel  Shavelson, 


Robert Aldrich, Nunnally Johnson, 
Joseph Mankiewicz, Richard Mur- 
phy, Claude Binyon, Nicholas Ray, 
Dan Taradash and Billy Wilder. 

Writers now production execs in- 
clude Dore Schary, Jerry Wald, 
Brackett, Henry Ephron, Don Hart- 
man, James Hill, Norman Krasna, 
Ida Lupino, Russell Rouse, Tara- 
dash and Harry Tugend. 


Miller New Pathe G.M. 


Arthur J. Miller this week was 
named general manager of eastern 
operations for Pathe Laboratories, 





moving up from technical director. hand, dropped to $13,990,475 from | 


Lew Mansfield, who has had various 
gupervisory posts with the outfit 
in recent years, was appointed 
plant manager in New York. 

Last week Pathe president Ken- 
meth M. Young disclosed the ap- 
pointment of Otis W. Murray to 
exec v.p., up from v.p. in charge 
of Coast operations. Also, David 
J. Melamed, treasurer, was retitled 
v.p. in charge of finance. 





L.A. to N.Y. 
Robert Aldrich 
Barney Balaban 
Charles Boasberg 
Ben Blue 
Judy Canova 
Rusty Draper 
Frank M. Folsom 
Erroll Garner 
Russell Holman 
Lew Jacobs 
Sammy Lewis 
Robert Lippert 
Frank Loesser 
Josh Logan 
Patti Moore 
Jerry Pickman 
Paul Raibourn 
Phil Rivero 
Dinah Shore 
Barry Sullivan 
Milton Weintraub 
George Weltner 


N.Y to L.A. 
John Babb 
Julian Blaustein 
Mildred Dunnock 
George Gordon 
Carol Haney 
Hurd Hatfield 
Van Johnson 
Moe Kerman 
Norman Krasna 
Alden Schwimmer 
Frank Sinatra 
Everett Sloane 
Mike Todd 
Max E. Youngstein 











| Loew-Publicists Pact | 











Loew’s and the Screen Publicists 
Guild in New York this week 
wrapped up a new employment 
contract calling tor a minimum $5 
weekly increase plus other adjust- 
ments bringing the total average 
weekly hike to $8.50. Two-year 
deal, retroactive to June 4, pro- 
vides the publicists and members 
of the ad and exploitation depart- 
ments with an average payoff of 
$172.50, highest in the industry. 
It means all 21 members of the 
| Loew’s homeoffice shop will receive 
at least $10 over guild minimums. 

This is the first union agreement 
| for the film company since it left 
_SPG six years ago. Pact was worked 
| out by Loew’s v.p. Howard Dietz 
| and Ben Berman, guild organiza- 
‘tion director, and Martin Blau, 
hts prez. 
| 


WB's 9-Mos. Net 
Of $2,165,000 


Warner Brothers this week re- 
ported a net of $2,165,000 for the 
nine months ended May 26, 1956. 
Profit is equivalent to 87c per 
ishare on the 2,482,247 shares of 
‘common outstanding on May 26 
| and is at least partially a tribu- 
|table to the rake-in from the sale 
‘of the WB library to television. 

Though film rentals and sales 
were up over last year’s 40-week 
| period, the net was down. Same 
period in 1954-55 showed a profit 
of $3,312,000 or $1.33 per share. 
| This was after $3,500,000 in federal 











| 
| 
| 
} 


| income taxes and after $400,000 in | 


contingent liabilities. 


lin taxes and $250,000 for contin- 
| gent liabilities, but before a special 
| credit of $3,000,000 representing 
}a reversal of reserve of contingent 
| liabilities. 

| Film -erental for the nine months 
}ended May 26, 1956, were $54.225.,- 
| 898 as compared to $53,080,867 the 
prior year. Total income was $57,- 
| 088,187 in 1956 against $55,986,210 
|}in 1955. Amortization of film costs 
| showed a sharp rise to $20,106,382 
\from $12,031,032. Operating and 
| general expenses, on the other 


| $14,132,541. 

Total costs were $52,972,986 
|}against $48,773,410 during the 40 
| weeks ended May 26, 1955. 

| Warners reported on the §$21,- 
, 000,600 tv sale to PRM Inc., stat- 
|ing that $16,000,000 had been paid 
|in cash of which $5,000,000 was in- 
|cluded in the 40-week statement. 
| Remainder was given via a nonin- 
|terest bearing promissory note pay- 
able at intervals over a period of 
three years. A WB subsidiary “has 
been granted the right .for a five- 
year period to continue distribut- 
ing certain of the pictures in for- 
eign countries,” the statement said. 





Europe to N.Y. 
Max Adrian 
Brian Aherne 
Ernie Anderson 
Arthur Bergh 
Peggie Castle 
Ruth Draper 
Paul Dudley 
Russel W. Hadley 
Lionel Hampton 
Ella Logan 
Ronald Neame 
Fred Rogers 
Natalie Schafer 
William L. Snyder 
Burr Tillstrom 
Abbott Van Nostrand 


UPA PAIRING SHORTS 





Series For British Release First 
—U. S. And TV Later 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
UPA Pictures has started a 
series of 24 musical comedy car- 
toons to be paired and released 


throughout United Kingdom as 
series tagged “UPA’s Pair of 
Shorts.” Each of pair runs seven 


minutes, 


After British distribution, shorts 
will be released theatrically in 
States. Thereafter re-edited for 
television release. 

UPA veepee Robert Cannon will 
supervise. Outfit’s English subsid 
will handle distribution there, 





‘Diversification 
Clouds Meaning 
Of Statements 


Diversification moves in the 
film industry have tended to ob- 
scure the specifics as to earnings 
of individual companies which, in 
past, were made clear in official 





The 1956 net was after $1,700,000 | 


financial statements. 


| List Industries, formerly RKO 
Theatres but with the chain now 
| wrapped up with Gera Corp., had 
/consolidated net income of $317,- 
471 for the first six months of 
1956, it was disclosed this week. 
Same period of 1955 brought $804.- 
757 before special items, and this 
was reduced to a net of $599,757 
upon adjustment for special non- 
recurring items. The _ ‘‘special 
items” were not identified. 

Hard to tell how the RKO cir- 
;cuit is doing since it’s under the 
|} Same corporate roof with Gera. 

Based on the number of shares 
outstanding at the end of each 
|period, the proforma’ earnings 
|(with Gera ¢ncluded) amounted to 





|4042c per share in the first half 
|of the current year compared to 
|25c before special items and 1812¢e 
|}after special items for the first 
| six months of 1955. 





FARCICAL RE PURITY, 
‘FRUITS’ RATED ‘C’ 


“Fruits of Summer,” French im- 
port distributed in the United 
| States by Jack Ellis, this week was 
| given a “condemned” (C) rating by 
| the Legion of Decency. 

“Theme of this picture,” said the 
Catholie reviewing organization, 
| ‘is seriously opposed to Christian 
| and traditional standards of moral- 
| ity and decency by reason of a 
light and farcical presentation of 
the virtue of purity. In treatment, 
an atmosphere of suggestiveness in 
costuming, dialogue and situations 
| permeates this film.” 





N.Y. to Europe 


Paul W. Benson 
Charles Coburn 

Mrs. Tobe Coller Davis 
Mildred Dilling 
Stanley Donen 
Anita Ekberg 
Henry Ekstron 
Samuel Engel 
Arthur Hornblow, 
John Kerr 
Edward L. Kingsley 
Norman Land 
Goddard Lieberson 
Fredrick Loewe 
Ilya Lopert 

Irving Mansfield 
Victor Mature 
William Miesegaes 
Manny Reiner 
Louis Sobol 
George Sourean 
Alfred Strelsin 
Jacqueline Susann 
Charlotte Van Lein 











agenda. 


They went, they said, fishing. 


television, ete. 





UA's 5 Owners ‘Go Fishing’ 


The five owners of United Artists spent the weekend together at 
St. Vincent, Thousand Islands, N.Y., but business wasn’t on their 


Quintet comprised board chairman Robert S. Benjamin, president 
Arthur B. Krim, distribution v.p. William J. Heineman, foreign 
department v.p. Arnold Picker and ad-pub v.p. Max E. Youngstein. 


The party was set by Heineman. 


These are the days of merger talk, diversification, stock trans- 
fers, options, hot competition for big screen properties, sales to 


And all they did was ‘go fishing? 


—— 


SHEFF FFFFOF 


New York Sound Track 


Girls on the switchboard at Varrety’s home office are accustomed 
to all sorts of queries but a new dilly occurred last Friday when » 
woman’s voice asked, “VARIETY, can you tell me if there’s a street 
merry-go-round parked anywhere in Queens today?” 


Under the title “A. P. Giannini: Boy of San Francisco,” by Marie 
Hammontree, Bobbs-Merrill is publishing a juvenile biog of Amadeo 
Peter Giannini, the founder of the biggest bank in the world, the 
Bank of America, which has figured so intimately in motion picture 
financing. 


James Dean, whose eerie popularity in death was detailed in a 
VARIETY streamer story last issue, is on the newsstands in still another 
special onetime periodical aimed at the 13-18-year-old-girls. Cap- 
tioned: “Read his own words from beyond the grave.” ... Mean- 
while Elvis the Pelvis Presley, very much alive, is also getting the 
idolization treatment aimed at approximately the same audience. 
)Quest, newsletter of magazine world, reports that Presley has at least 
two one-shots on the stands with print orders of 500,000 and com- 
ments that “‘a one-shot of Bing Crosby or Bob Hope would die on the 
stands. ... Eddie Fisher barely squeaked through.” ... Lecturing- 
for-his-supper at the Waldemere hotel at Livingston Manor, Paul Denis 
writes that the most asked question of his audience is: will the Mon- 
roe-Miller marriage last and, related, will she turn Jewess? 


David Sturgis billing himself as “The American Nostradamus” ad- 
dresses this journal from Cannes anent his Sun Girl of Paris contest 
to be tied in with French film producer Henri Bernadac’s ‘‘Bon Jour, 
la Chance” Sept. 3-29... it’s a new kind of beauty stunt with a “Sun- 
Zodiac basis” and Sturgis states he’ll repeat it this side in the fall via 
a Sun Girl of New York contest.... 


Capitol Theatre nixed intermissions during the “War and Peace” 
run, being wary of a wild scramble for choice seats during the pro- 
posed 10-minute breaks . .. King Vidor, who produced the bigscreen 
epic, incidentally, shot “Billy the Kid” for Metro in 70m nearly 25 
years ago. It was called the Grandeur process in those days .. . 
Oscar A. Doob is back working for Metro, stationed in Washington on 
special assignment for “Tea and Sympathy” ... M. D. O’Brien, head 
of Loew’s Theatre’s projection department, retiring from the company 
after 30 years, due to ill health . . . Huntington Hartford’s mode! 
agency, all male) has a new executive director, Philip J. Kennedy, .. . 

Hal Wallis has “Billy The Kid” in mind for Elvis Presley’s film 
debut. 


Lillian Arnold who did screen (and stage) casting at the William 
Schuller agency has departed that shop ... Judy Canova motored in 
from coast with hubby Phil Rivero and two young daughters... Re- 
public star will be east some weeks, making television appearances. 


William H. Mooring who syndicates a screen column to Catholic 
papers headed a recent piece, “Who Inspired Attack on Legion of 
Decency?” Allusion was to the action of the Motion Picture Council 
in Hollywood condemning the Legion for slapping a special classifica- 
tion on the Bette Davis-starrer, “Storm Center” which revolves around 
a small town librarian who defies the book-burners of her community 
A Columbia release produced by Julius Blaustein the film was criticized 
(Aug. 1) by Variety as “Principle rendered dull. Much ado about 
civil liberties angle. Spotty boxoffice prospects.” Mooring’s article 
called the Council’s action an “astounding and unprecedented state- 
ment,” as indeed it was since the film colony strictly refrains from 
counter-attacking the Legion. He then attempted to use the red 
paint pot to daub a Hollywood trade writer as having influenced the 
Council. As a special pleader for his own cause Mooring is a pretty 
dull fellow. 

Deal for Mike Todd’s “80 Days Around the World’ ’to play Rivoli 
Theatre, N.Y., was wrapped up yesterday (Tues.). Mike Todd Jr. will 
be general manager ... Actor Yul Brynner giving 20th-Fox headaches 
by servicing his own stills from the “Anastasia” set in London... 
Italo thesp Rossano Brazzi dickering with Art Cohn and Milton Kras- 
ner to coproduce and star in “The Orchid Man,’ Georges Carpentier 
biog ... Producer Samuel Engel off to Paris for huddles with Spyros 
P, Skouras on casting “Boy on a Dolphin.” Gina Lollobrigida’s been 
mentioned . . . Those Warner News negotiations are close . .. 20th 
not happy with the dubbing job on “Oasis,” a French-German copro- 
duction which it’s supposed to release here .. . West Coast’s Herbert 
Rosener (artie chain) combining business and vacation in N.Y... . 
Richard Davis to Europe Aug. 15. ..A Drive-in theatre was hurt by 
rain, which kept concession sales down prior to the show. When the 
rain stopped, the operator faked a film break and called a forced inter- 
mission. Everyone piled out happily, concession sales soared and ten 
minutes later the show started again. 

There is ‘‘still too much violence” in American motion pictures, and 
not enough of the “family type” are produced, but the quality of 
domestic releases has “improved, principally due to better scripts.” 
So Mrs. Ruth McGowan, of Brooklyn, preview chairman for the Mo- 
tion Picture Service of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
observed in Hudson, N.Y. while attending the world premiere of 
“Walk the Proud Land”... 

Robert Mitchum opposite Deborah Kerr in “Heaven Knows, Mr. 
Allison,” which 20th rolls Sept. 15 with John Huston directing ... 
Dennis O’Keefe due in London next week to do “Mistress to Murder” 
for Bert Balaban. ... 


Merrie Therese Smith, exec assistant to Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prexy Eric Johnston, has become engaged to Joynes Beane 
Jr., president of the Foreign Research and Management Corp. of New 
York. The wedding wiil take place in late August ... Anita Ekberg 
had the scribes in a stew last week by pulling a Marilyn Monroe and 
being more than fashionably late for dates. At least one columnist 
blew his top in print . , . Companies have received their formal in- 
vites to an industry conference from Allied’s Rube Shor. It’s Allied’s 
reaction to the Small Business Committee report which seemed to 
favor the distributors’ point-of-view ... Warner Bros.’ title for the 
Ingrid Bergman picture, “Black Satin.” Mel Ferrer is costarred ... 
Edward L. Kingsley and Mrs. off to Venice ... IFE exec v.p. Seymour 
Poe not due back from Rome for a couple of weeks now .. . C. C. 
Murray, city manager for Fox Midwest Theatres, in a letter to Alex 
Harrison, 20th-Fox general sales manager: “In many instances, a 
trailer will unsell an attraction rather than sell” Murray liked 20th's 
policy of providing only CinemaScope trailers on future 20th C’Scope 
releases. 

Charles F. Vetter Jr., Amalgamated Productions v.p. off for London 
to supervise the firm’s production, “The Counterfeit Plan” . 
UNESCO, jointly with the Bureau of National Affairs in Washington, 
announces publication of ‘Copyright Laws and Treaties of the World,” 
an exhaustive compilation of the copyright laws, orders, rules and 
regulations of 85 countries ... U.S. Information Agency preparing 4 
“package of feature” yarns aboutthe film biz for worldwide distribu- 
tion . . . Vet Broadway publicist Paul W. Benson and actress-wife 
Charlotte Van Lcin, in Dublin on first stop of two-months European 
holiday, lunching with Robert Briscoe, Dublin’s first Jewish Mayor. 

Exhibitors have agreed to hold charity midnight previews on severa! 
pix, with proceeds going to a Spyros P. Skouras created fund to he!p 
victims of the recent pete Bale disaster in Greece. 

















Julie Wilson, now on a week’s vacation from “Pajama Game,” taking 
an additional week’s leave to appear in Sam Spiegel’s “End As A Man. 











now shooting in Florida. This is her first film jeb. 
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PICTURES 





TODAY'S i RETURNS $450,000 


$oeo ee 
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PHFFts ets tose 

By ABEL GREEN terpretations. Maybe the U. S. is 
figures. Those _ statis- | overseated. Maybe some rundown 


Those 
tics(?)!! B.o. up many millions. Now 
it's up to 85,000,000. While at the 
same time the struggling exhibitor 
was praying for Ike to sign the 90c. 
tax exemption law which he did 
only this week. 

And those pronunciamentos on 
what’s wrong with the business. 
What's right with it. Shoulders-to- 
the-wheel, nose-to-the-grindstone, 
chase-the-gloom, excelsior! 

And the fingerpointers on the 
Great Mistakes of Yesteryear. The 
smugness, and the aloofness, and 
how come tv was able to produce 
so much new writing and directing 
blood in so little time? The cracks 
that “you can’t run a circus from 
the Stork Club” and the yesman 
and paraphrases on Joe E. Lewis’ 
nifty (out of Eli Basse): “A film 
producer with $2,000,000 can be as 
happy as one with $3,000,000.” 

The answer? This journal of 
dissemination has given sundry in- 





cinemas should have been scrapped 
long ago. Sure, tv is not gonna 
k.o. a 50-year habit. But tech- 
nocacy must be taken into consid- 
eration and maybe that’s where 
Hollywood erred. 


But stop kidding with slaphappy 
Statistics. It’s no secret the pic- 
ture business ain’t no “Happy 
Fella” these days, and just because, 
seasonally, they pile into the ozon- 
ers and the airconditioned theatres 
isn’t the full answer. The way to 
get real happy is to make pictures 
they want to come out and see. 
There are other unilateral factors, 
of course, just as old theatres; bad 
projection; rubberstamp ‘“manage- 
ment”; lack of theatre personality; 
and not forgetting the juvenile de- 
linquents which require stronger- 
armed handling than of yore be- 
cause they're chasers of whatever 
solid business there is around in 
certain _locales. 








No Tax Up to 9c Admission 


$$ $$$ ———__ig 


Ike Signs—Law Effective Sept. 1—Eric Johnston 
Hails New Relief 





Washington, Aug. 7. 

The admissions tax  bill—re- 
garded as vitally important for 
thousands of smali theatre own- 
ers across the nation—was signed 
into law yesterday (6) by President 
Eisenhower. 

The measure provides that all 
tickets costing 90c or less shall be 
exempt from the 10% Federal ad- 


mission tax. It goes into effect 
Sept. 1. This replaces a two-year 
old law under which tickets cost- 
ing 50c or less were made tax- 
free and the previous wartime 
20° was cut to 10% above 50c. 
Other spectator amusements in ad- 


dition to motion pictures will | 
benefit. 

Treasury Dept. estimates the 
new law will cost the government 
about $60,000,000 annually in rev- 
enue. Theatre men argue that a| 
portion of this will be returned in 
he form of income taxes. They 
add it will save up to 5,000 thea- 


tres which might have gone out of | 
business. 


+ 





| 


D. C. exhibitors were unable} 
to announce immediately what | 
changes will be made in their 


prices. However, it was under- 
stood that tickets costing 95c—in- 


cluding tax—will be reduced to 
90c. This will also put more in| 
the pockets of the theatre men. 


priced at $1—including 
be lowered. 

tickets priced at over 
expected to remain un- 

There is no indication 
f any plan to drop the prices of 
anes price—including tax—at be- 
tween 51 ana 90c. The exhibitors 
argue they need@the added revenue 
to remain in business. 

Eric Johnston greeted the Pres- 
ident s action in a statement 
ch he said:— 

“All of us in the motion pic- 
ire industry are pleased that 
the President has, by his sig- 
nature, today enacted into law 

» bill which exempts admis- 

ssions uv t) 90c from the 
10°% excise tax. This meas- 
ure is of vital economic im- 
portance to all elements of the 
industry, and particularly to 
many thousands of smaller 
theatre owners, whose princi- 
pal competition comes from 
tax-free media. We hope that 
the relief thus granted will 
permit these small business- 
men to keep going and pro- 
vide to their communities the 
Rreat entertainment that the 
American motion picture in- 
dustry gives the world.” 


kets 
ta may 

However, 
$1 are 
changed. 


n 


; 





Eartha Kitt to Nigeria Oct. 12 
id location work on “The Hawk” 
for Associated British. 


in | 


| 


| 








Improved Text 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Dan Duryea thought he'd 
make Universal execs happy 
by naming his new boat “The 
Battle Hymn,” after his most 
recent film for the valley 
studio. 

Unfortunately, the 
couldn’t read Duryea’s 
writing. 

Which is’ why 
cruising Lake 
drawing double- 
name proudly 


the stern — 
Hymie.” 


KING VIDOR MUSINGS 


painter 
hand- 


the boat 
Arrowhead is 
takes from the 


emblazoned on 
“The Battle 


now 








ON ‘WAR AND PEACE’, 


King Vidor, director of ‘‘War and 
Peace,” lensed mostly in Italy for 
| Paramount release, had some notes 
and comments to pass along while 
in New York over the past week, 
such as— 

There is @ possibility of censorship 
trouble because of the line, ‘‘Damn 
you, Napoleon, damn you to hell,” 
plus apparent (but not actual) 
| injury to horses Irwin Shaw 


was among the five writers on the} 


“W & P” script but is refusing 
screen credit because he doesn’t 
want to be grouped with the others 
sometimes scenes were shot 
directly from the book, without 
scenario, 
the picture before Mike Todd’s 
announced (but what ever hap-| 
pened to it?) version of Tolstoy... 
Iialians are great in fashioning sets | 
and costumes. 
“Also, “W & P” was budgeted at | 
$6,000,000 .: . It’s good for a direc- | 
tor to work away from a big organi- 


zation lest he begins to rely on it 
too much You find Wilder, 
Huston and Mankiewicz getting 


away to escape such atmosphere... 
A Metro v.p. visited the set, com- 
mented that the story is 
est but M-G couldn’t afford 
produce it Original 
time was 4%4 hours. 


to 
running 








WIDMARK’S ‘TIME LIMIT’ 


Heath Co. Pays $100,000 For 
Denker-Berkey Play 





Backed by United Artists, Rich- 
ard Widmark’s indie company, 
Heath Productions, paid $100,000 
in acquiring the screen rights to 
“Time Limit,’ legiter by Henry 
Denker and Ralph Berkey. Actor 
is to star in adaptation of the play. 

Plan is to roll in Hollywood 
in December. 
are as yet unset, 


7 Stk ers neat. delitendltoes 


Film Data Cheerful—If Execs Not 


‘ECONOMY A MUST 
ON LIL FILM 


While big and costly productions 
are taking more of the spotlight, 
United Artists is continuing with 
its program of 48 releases a year, 
with a number of them obvious be- 
ing of the modest-budget variety. 





release, 


in the rush to complete | 


he great- | 


Significantly, though, the cost 
of the smaller pictures must be 
trimmed more and more if the 


company, which finances and dis- 
tributes its lineup, 
fiscally okay. 

A second feature in today’s do- 
mestic market can yield $450,000 


And that’s with some heavy push- 
ing for the big circuit bookings, | 
such as in Loew’s in New York. 
Since the pre-production  blue- 
prints are drawn to bring a film to 
at least the breakeven point in the 
home market, the $450,000 grosser 
must be brought in at $225,000 | 
(general trade figuring has it that | 
the gross should double the nega- | 
tive cost). 

Also importantly, the smaller | 
pictures are becoming tougher to 
sell in many foreign territories. 

Not long ago a good second fea- 
ture could play 10,000-to-12,000 do- 
mestic dates and gross $600,000 or 
over. That is now a thing of the 
past. 


Buena Vista's 2 








Buena Vista, Walt Disney’s dis- 
tribution subsidiary, has begun 
|} taking on outside productions for 
with two imports already 
| set for the current year. These are 

“Yang Kwei Fei,” made at the 
[Date Studios, Tokyo, and “If All 
| the Guys in the World,” French, 
| produced by George Loureau 

Plans for new Disney production 
and sale of newly completed pic- 
| tures plus a number of reissues 
| were discussed at a BV meeting 
|in New York yesterday (Tues.). A 
ischedule that goes through 1958 
| and into 1959 was outlined by Card 
| Walker, Disney v.p. 
| Two new features awaiting re- 
lease are “Secrets of Life,’’ which 
is one of the True-Life Adventure 





| 
| 
| 


series, and “Westward Ho, the 
Wagons,” Disney’s first western, 
lensed in CinemaScope. One new 
entry in the True-Life category 
| will be distributed each year, ac- 
|cording to Walker. 

Set for sale at the end of 1958 
and early 1959 is “Sleeping 
Beauty,” feature cartoon long in 
the making. Reissues to follow the 
current “Fantasia” include ‘“Cin- 
derella” and “Bambi.” 





APPEAR IN ‘ANASTASIA’ 


lod 


Copenhagen, Aug. 7. 
“Anastasia,” which is currently 
being photographed in England for 
20th Century-Fox, has imported the 
Tivoli Boys Guards’ Band from 
Copenhagen to appear in scenes 
which originally were expected to 
be shot here. 

Danish footage will now be in 
the form of back projection scenes 
| provided by Mogens Skot Hansen, 
former Hollywood resident who 
manages Laterna Film Co. here. 





BUYS UNRELEASED NOVEL 


20th-Fox Acquires ‘Enemy Below’ 
By D: A. Rayner 


“The Enemy Below,” 
lished novel by D. A. Rayner, 
been acquired by 20th-Fox for $25,- 
000. 

Story will be 
Henry Holt & Co. 


published by. 
in the fall. 





commander of a British destroyer. 





to $500,000 in distribution revenue. | 


Import Items 


i ii 
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Film theatre business was never | and came up with the conclusion 


so good as during the two weeks 
ended last Saturday (4). This is on 
the basis of intimate checks he 
has with certain circuits plus a na- 
tional survey conducted by market 
analyst Albert Sindlinger of Ridley 
Park, Pa. 

For the two week period, the av- 
erage weekly attendance figure 
arrived at by Sindlinger was 83.,- 
400,000, the average ticket price 
(net, i.e., excluding tax) 61.8c and 


{the gross $43,860,000. Paid admis- 


: | large number 
is to emerge | 


sions averaged 70,970,000, the 
of for-free attendees 


being children under 12 who are 


| admitted gratis at most drive-ins. 


' 





| Cecil B. 


wanted to get away from 


}not to come 


TIVOLI GARDENS Gl GUARDS: 


| maxed here 


unpub- | 
has | had 


In view cf tales of business woe 


being told by many theatremen, 
| Sindlinger’s findings appear star- 
tling. It is interesting to note, 


though, that the Treasury Depart- 
ment this week released its official 
attendance figures for 1953. The 
average total was 41,600,000, said 
the Government, whose published 
reports are invariably a couple of 
wears late. Two years ago Sind- 
linger analyzed the same_ period 


| the 


that 42,300,000 was the average in 


1953. The difference between his 
and Treasury's figures amount to 
1.7%. 


Previously the biggest seven-day 
period in the history of the indus- 
try was Thanksgiving Week of 1946 
when the net gross was $37,553,200 
on 89,200,000 admissions. The av- 
erage price then was 42.lc, and 
the unpaid for admissions was vir- 
tually nil, there having been less 
than 200 ozoners operating at the 
time. 

Of the new period says Sindlin- 
ger: “More different people went 
{o theatres, and spent more money, 
and more got in for free, then dur- 
ing any week since the industry 
began.’ Among his conclusions are 
these: Appealing product can lure 
the public greater than ever be- 
fore; the business (despite tears 
shed by some exhibitors) is sound; 
devotees of films are limited as to 
number of tickets they buy a week, 
frequency rate being cut by 
the lesser number of pictures avail- 
able (and appealing) to them. 


eo 


Smaller Houses Tilting Scales; 
New Law a $60,000,000 Tonic 





FBI’s No-Baby Rule 

The victim in a feature film 
to be made independently by 
Richard Widmark will have to 
grow up to suit the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Property is “Seven File,” in 
which a baby is kidnapped. But 
fictionalized abduction of an 
infant is taboo with the FBI, 
so Widmark will have his 
scripters write in a few years’ 
_ 8rowth. 








‘SALT LAKE CITY SNEAK 
OF ‘10 COMMANDMENTS’ 


“Ten Commandments” was given 
unveiling late last 
sneak preview at the 
Theatre, Salt Lake City. 

DeMille, producer of the 
Paramount release, chose this town 
the that he 
“profes- 
sional’ audiences on the Coast. 

Par’s announcement of the show- 
ing was limited to one 100-line ad 
in the local Salt Lake press. The 
film was not identified beyond 
comment that it was of unusual 
length. But doubtless the word got 
around and a mob scene resulted 
Tickets were priced at $1, which 
is roadshow scale for Salt Lake 
and the turnout reportedly was so 
great that Par was forced to buy 
radio spots advising local citizens 
to the theatre, there 
being no room: 

Meanwhile, Par homeoffice exec 
returned to New York Monday (6) 
after a week of huddles on the 
Coast concerning release of the 
Decalogue epic. Group included 
president Barney Balaban, Russell 
Holman, Paul Raibourn, George 
Weltner, Jerry Pickman and 
Charles Boasberg 


its first public 
week via a 
Center 


for reason, simply, 


U. S. TAX CLAIM OUT 
With Interest $359,518 
Have Hit $600,000 


Would 


Boston, Aug. 7. 
which was initiated 
11 years ago, was ecli- 

Wednesday (1) 
the U. S. Court of Appeals ruled 
that a $359,518 back tax claim 
against the Western Massachusetts 
Theatres Inc. is invalid. 

The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
claimed the theatre chain 
owed the money in income and 
excess profits taxes for the years 
| 1942 through 1945. Atty. Joseph E. 


Court action, 
more than 


It | Cowett, counsel for the chain, esti- 
involves a battle of wits between | mated that the claim, with interest 
Writer and director | a German U boat captain and the | | and penalties, 


‘than $600,000. 


+ 


Elimination of the Federal ad- 
mission tax on film theatre tickets 
costing up to 90c means a $60,000,-« 
000-plus annual hypo for the in- 
dustry. The latter figure refers to 
the amount theatres will no longer 


pay the Government; the “plus” is 
in the expected country-wide up- 
ping of admission scales which 


heretofore were held in check be- 
cause would have put many 
exhibs in a tax-paying bracket. 


a raise 


The 10% bite had been on ad- 
missions costing up to 50c. Thea- 
tremen charging 50c and wanting 
to go to 60c would have had the 
entire amount subject to the 10° 
levy. Thus, of the extra gross price, 
exhibs would collect only 4c and 
the Government 6c. This simply 
would have been unsound eco- 
nomics 

Exhibitors who \intend to pass 


the new tax saving on to the public 
are rare. Under the aegis of the 
Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations, their plea was based on 


hardship and no suggestion was 
made to any lawmaker that the 
public would benefit. The extra 
coin is to stay with exhibition 
where it is needed and this has 
been COMPO's declared policy 
right along 

\ for credit lines, obviously 
COMPO iS headed by = special 
counsel Robert W. Coyne and the 
special tax committee topped by 
Robert J. O’Donnell rate the bold- 
face type. Ditto Sam Pinanski who 


projected the idea of the tax fight 
early in the year when prospects 
of success appeared remote. 


There was some _ behind-the- 
scenes intrigue in official Wash- 
ington. These were the bids for 
favors put to strategically-placed 
Congressmen On a more or less 
personal basis. Eric A. Johnston, 
president of the Motion Picture 
Assn.eof America, was among the 
top-level “lobbyists” but no one 
has come out and said so 

Allied States is a red-faced 
heavy This theatre organization 
refused to support the tax cam- 
paign at the start because it looked 
“futile” and, further, the move to 


| invite Governmental curbs on film 


when | 


rentals 
dence. 


should be given 
So said Allied. 

But when Coyne, et al. 
to be making 


prece- 


, appeared 
progress, Allied 
pulled a switch, allowing as how, 
well, maybe, the tax programs 
might be worth its support. This 
was designed to save face. 

The industry’s problem for the 
future: How to keep local govern- 
ments on the state level and down 


amounted to more! from moving into the tax-grab ter- 
'ritory now vacated by the Feds. 
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Scandal Incorporated 





A dull “expose” of current 
scandal periodicals. A _ film 
star falsely accused of murder- 
ing scandalmonger. Exploita- 
tion angles but little else. 





Hoilywood, Aug. 4. 

Milton Mann production (no release). 
Stars Robert Hutton; features Paul Rich- 
ards, Claire Kelly, Patricia Wright, Rob- 
ert Knapp, Havis Davenport, Reid Ham- 
mond, Nestor Paiva, Gordon Wynn. Di- 
rected and edited by Edward Mann; 
screenplay, Milton Mann: camera, Brydon 
Baker; music, Paul Sawtell, Bert Shefter. 


Previewed Aug. 3, °56. Running time, 

92 MINS. 

Brad Cameron ......eee-- Robert Hutton 

Mierty Tee .« cccveccces Paul Richards 

June Trapping ....+..+.- Claire Kelly 

Marge Cameron ......-. Patricia Wright 

Jess Blancher ..... ° Robert Knapp | 
Billie Wayne ..... .s Havis Davenport | 
Jerry Dexter ..cccccceee Reid Hammond 

Leland Miller ..cccccecses Nestor Pavia 

Bierman Tod@ ..ccecesess Gordon Wynn 

Bis, GRUAOR  .ccccscccvoses Guy Prescoit 

Sidney Woods .....ee.0-: Donald Kirke | 
Alice Yolan@ ...scscseces Marjorie Si: pp | 
Martha Collum ~ Enid Baine 

Lewis Adams ...... ee . Mauriiz Hue | 
Champ Winter .....+...-. Joe Breen 

Bob Hamilton .........- Allen O’Lecklin 

Tries AMEOTOOM 6.006902: George Cisar 

Gracie Tracey Morgan 

Marie Ryan Mimi Simpson 


Designed to cash in on the cur- 
rent controversy over scandal mas 


and resultant million-dollar law 
suits, “Scandal Incorporated” is 
first of a series of such films 


planned by both majors and indies 
to hit the screen. This one is fr 

over-length, ineptly turned out an 

lacks interest, but has some explo:- 
tation potential. 


Milton Mann’s production of his 
own screenplay is burdened with 
superfluous characters and tedious 
dialog, action seldom quickens be- 
yond a slow walk. Ploitage pur- 
porting to be an expose of the 
mud-slinging scandal sheets. A film 
star is the victim and his name 
linked with an ambitious starlet. 

Robert Hutton has star role, but 
whatever acting honors are gar- 
nered go to Paul Richards, 

lays his attorney when the actor 


is accused of murdering the writer | 
which | 


of the scurrilous article 
causes studio to drop his contract. 
Claire Kelly, Patricia Wright and 
Havis Davenport supply distaff in- 
terest, Robert Knapp portrays the 
mag writer, Nestor Paiva the mag 
publisher, all as good as parts per- 
mit—and under Edward Mann's 
loose direction. Whit. 


The Burning Hills 


(C’Scope-Color) 


Tab Hunter, Natalie Wood 
team in standard western for 
accent on youthful appeal. 


Hollywood, July 27. 


Warner Bros. release of Richard Whort 
roduction. Stars Tab Hunter, Natalie 
Vood; features Skip Homeier, Natalie 
Franz, Earl Holliman, Claude Akins. Di 
rected by Stuart Heisler Screenplay, 
Irving Wallace; from novel by Louis 
L’Amour camera (WarnerColor), ‘Ted 
McCord; editor, Clarence Kolster; music, 
David Buttolph. Previewed July 23, ‘56. 
Running time, 93 MINS, 
Trace Jordan Tab Hunter 
Maria Colton Natalie Wood 
See GCN ..ta0sckewues Skip Homeier 
SRCG EMME . occccedévcns Eduard Franz 
BeGnG WAVNGR «2. 6.6c0nseers Earl Holliman 
Ben Hindeman ...?..... Claude Akins 
wn Wee oc tutedserenasn Ray Teal 
oe eee ry een ere Frank Puclia 
OS Perr rr rece Hal Baylor 
Ves Parker Tyler MacDuff 
cS) ere rare re Rayford Barnes 
Vicente Colton Tony Terry 


mind, the combo of Tab Hunter 
and Natalie Wood in “The Burning 
Hills” could prove to be a profit- 


able one. They form a team of 
somewhat younger stars than is 
customarily found in sagebrush 
sagas and do an okay job of the 


outdoor assignment. The accent on 
youth in a western plot at least has 
its novelty value and the teenage 
fans should like their favorites in 
this prairie drama. 

Richard Whort’s production uses 


CinemaScope and Warner-Color to | 


enhance the scenic settings of the 
Louis L’Amour novel. Latter, and 
the screenplay by Irving Wallace, 
pretty much follows a familiar pat- 


tern in basic ingredients and dia- 
log, so western followers are not 
likely to get off the story trail as 


director Stuart Heisler unwinds the 
plot at an actionful pace. 


Story has to do with Hynter’s 
efforts to avenge the death of his 
brother, murdered by henchmen o| 


a big cattle baron who doesn’t want 
small operators on his range. From 
avenger he becomes the chased 
taking off through the hills in the 


company of Miss Wood, Anvzlo- 
Mexican girl, with the bar- 
ons gunslingers in hot pursuit. 


The young stars run the gamut of | 


fanciful adventure in dodging the 
chasers, but it all makes for good 
action stuff, even that climax on 
the rocks high above a raging river 
during which the hero does in the 
last pursuing gunman. 

As previously neted, Hunter and 
Miss Wood came off satisfactorily 
in the western derring-do, although 
there was no necessity for the zc- 
tress being required to affect that 
Latin accent. Skip Homeier gets 
in his deadly licks as the son of 
cattle baron Ray Teal. He’s just as 


whe , 


| blood-thirsty as his old man. 
'uard Franz, Indian tracker reluc- 
| tantly leading the gunslingers on 

the trail, is good, as are Earl Holli- 
| man, Claude Akins, latter good as 


‘the foreman; Hal Baylor, Tyler 
'MacDuff and Rayford Barnes. 
| Other acceptable support comes 


from Frank Puglia; as Miss Wood's 
drunken uncle, and Tony Terry, 
as her timid young brother. 

| Ted McCord contributes good 
lensing to the outdoor action. 
David Buttolph’s music is approp- 
‘riate and other production assists 
okay. Brog. 


Huk 
(COLOR) 


Action programmer lensed in 
Philippines with George Mont- 
gomery, Mona Freeman. 


Hollywood, July 24. 

United Artists release of Collier 
Young production. Stars George Mont- 
comery, Mona Freeman: features John 
Baer. Novel and screenplay. Siirline Silli- 
phant; camera (Eastman Color), William 
Snyder; editor, Helene Turner; music, 
Albert Glasser. Previewed July 2%, (56 
Running time, 84 MINS. 
Greg Dickson . George Montgomery 
Cindy Rogers Mona Freeman 
Bart Rogers John Baer 


|Sceven Rogers ....... James Bell 
| Major Balatbat ....... Teddy Benivedes 
Halak re yee Mario Barri 
PEED © ocatas cou sesese® Ben Perez 


A Philippine Island setting back- 
stops this action-adventure feature. 
It’s programmer’ entertainment, 
with the names of George Mont- 
‘'gomery and Mona Freeman to 
see it through that market to suit- 
able returns. 

Most striking part of the Collier 
Young production for United 
Artists release is the pictorial im- 
pact the location backgrounds gain 
from William Snyder's Eastman 
Color lensing. Script by Stirling 
Silliphant from his novel is a for- 
fula affair despite the difference 
in settings and villains, and John 
Barnwell gives it stock direction. 
Within the script and directoria! 
limitations, the laying by Mont- 
gomery, Miss Freeman, John Baer. 
James Bell, Teddy Benivedes and 
others comes off satisfactorily, 
with a scene or two given some 
depth by the performers. 

Huks, onetime guerilla fighters 
now given over to a_ not-clearly- 
expressed fanaticism, are the 
heavies of the plot and Montgom- 
ery is the hero who puts them 
down on the island where he has 
inherited a plantation. There are 
some nuances that don’t come off 
very well about cynicism and the 
Philippine struggle to establish it- 
self after World War Il, but the 
makers keep tossing plenty of ac- 
tion at the customers compen- 
sation for general viewers. Brog. 


as 


Magnificent Roughnecks 


Jack Carson, Mickey Rooney 
as comedic rough-n-ready oil 
workers in South America; for 
programmer bookings, 


Allied Artists release of Herman Cohen 
production, Stars Jack C 


Ed- |' 





Pillars of the Sky 
(C’SCOPE-COLOR 


Good cavalry - versus - Indians 
feature. 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Universal release of Robert Arthur 
production. Stars Jeff Chandler, Dorothy 
Malone, Ward Bond, Keith Andes, Lee 
Marvin; features Sydney Chaplin, Willis 
Bouchey, Michael Ansara, Olive Carey, 
Charles Horvath, Orlando Rodfiguez, Glen 
Kramer, Floyd Simmons, Directed by 
George Marshall. Screenplay, Sam Rolfe; 
from the novel “Frontier Fury’ by Will 
Henry; camera (Technicolor), Harold Lip- 
stein: editor, Milton Carruth; music su- 
pervision, Joseph Gershenson. Previewed 
July 30, ’56. Running time, 95 MINS. 
Sergt. Emmett Bell.. Jeff Chandler 
Calla Gaxton ; Dorothy Malone 
br. Joseph Holden : Ward Bona 
Capt. Tom Gaxton Keith Andes 
Sergt. Lioyd Carracart.. Lee Marvin 


Timothy ‘ Svdney Chaplin 
| Col. Edson Stedlow Willis Bouchey 
Kamiakin ae Michuzel Ansara 
Mrs. Anne Avery ; Olive Carey 
!Serst. Dutch Williams Charles Horvath 
Malachi rae Orlando Rodriguez 
WeIMGEOM .. cscvece ‘ Glen Kramer 
SEGUAUNOMG 26 ctcctarsececs Floyd Simmons 
Jacob - Pat Hogan 
BANOO oi sdeeceeh beds 6088 Felix Noriego 
Morgan Paul Smith 
WEG oss vedbeséeedeters® Martin Miiner 
RE ns ks beep 06a 6uss «3 Robert Ellis 
eR Pe oe Ralph J. Votrian 
Major Donahue ... igang Walter Coy 
521. Majer Desmonde... Alberto Morin 


| Major Randall 


| 


| 
| 


arson Mickey 
Rooney, Nancy Gates, Jeff Donnell; fea- 
| tures Myron Healey, Willis Bouchey. Di- 
rected by Sherman A. Rose. Screenplay, 
Stephen Kandel; camera, Charles Van 
Eneer; editor, Rose; music, Paul Dunlap. 
Previewed July 24, ’56. Running time, 
72 MINS. 
Bix Decker ; Jack Carson 
Frank Sommers ..... Mickey Rooney 
ee we oy ere Nancy Gates 
Rr ae Jeff Donnell 
Werner Jackson ... .... Myron Healey 
Ernie Biggers oe . Willis Bouchey | 
Senor Ramon Serrano Erie Feldary 
Danny jab ae eERe RC Alan Wells 
Chuck Evans . ee Frank Gerstle 
Guard Pivaceengeie's Larry Carr 
Pepi Matty Fain 
a eee Joe Locke 





Jack Carson and Mickey Rooney 
enact a couple of roughneck oilmen 
in South America in this program- 
mer offering. Emphasis is on 
chuckles with the action, and deliv- 
ers enough to take care of the light 
demands of companion bookings in 
the general dual situations. 

Femme interest is divided be- 
tween Nancy Gates, oil expert who 
comes to South America to take 
over Carson’s job, but winds up 
with him, instead, and Jeff Donnell, 
hash-slinger who has a half-devel- 
oped yen for the big braggard but 
gets Rooney for the finale clinch. 

Story and physical values are 
pretty much formula throughout 
the Herman Cohen production, 
with Stephen Kandel’s script using 
stereotype characters and _ situa- 
tions to carry the plot load which 
Sherman A. Rose’s_ direction 
brings off in stock fashion. 
Carson feuds with his big boss, 
Willis Bouchey, the latter sends 
Miss Gates to take over. 
culine pride hurt, Carson stays on 


_time and a fair amount of melo- 
When | 


His mas- | 


to help bring in the first gusher | 
‘after some handicapping skullidug- | 


gery by Myron Healey, wildcatter 
‘who is after the government lease 
| that goes to the driller of the first 
| producing well. 

| Charles Van Enger handles the 


photography satisfactorily in view | 


(of budget restrictions and 
| technicai contributions fall in the 
'same class. 


other | 


Brog. | Script by Don Martin and Rich- 


| action 


Richard Hale 
Frank de Kova 
Terry Wilson 
Philip Kieffer 
Gilbert Conner 


fsaiah 
Zachariah 
Capt. Fanning 


Elijah ; 


Plenty of action makes this cav- 


alry-versus-Indians thriller siurdy| : 


fare for the general outdoor mar- 
ket. Name of Jeff Chandler and) 
other familiar cast faces and the 
CinemaScope- Technicolor _ treat- 
ment of the East Oregon outdoor 
locations are assets for release in-} 
ientions. 
Plot is based on the uprising of : 
Christianized Indians led by Chief 
Kamiakin when the cavalry starts 
to open a road and build a fort 
on lands given the redskins by 
treaiy. George Marshall's direc- 
tion is wise in outdoor action lure 
and he maintains the development 
at a fast pace. Script by Sam 
Rolfe, from Will Henry’s novel, 
“Frontier Fury,” is cut to order for | 
handling the main theme and also | 
does a good job of injecting some 
side plot issues having to do with | 
the chatacters involved in the} 
Robert Arthur production. 
Chandler plays a rugged cavalry | 
scout’ who warns the colonel, 
Willis Bouchey, the uprising will 
come if the road plans are Car- 
ried out.. It’s the type of outdoor 
character he is thoroughly familiar 
with so he delivers with expected 





ease. Dorothy Malone is the 
vacillating wife of Keith Andes, 
cavalry officer, who thinks she 


loves Chandler but switches back 
to her husband at the finale. She 
adds a nice femme touch to the 
doings, and Andes is ac- 
ceptable. Ward Bond does well 
as the medical missionary whose 
Indians uprise, and it’s his death 
at the end that brings the red- 
skins back into line. Lee Marvin, 
a tough sergeant; Sydney Chaplin, 
Indian scout; Michael Ansara, the 
rebelling chief; Olive Carey, Char- 
les Norvath and others are able in 
carrying out plot requirements. | 
Arthur’s production supervision 
is an all-around able job and the 
technical assists fall in that classi- 
fication, too. Harold Lipstein did 
the good lensing. Brog. 


Hot Cars 


Melodrama of stolen car rack- 
et. Fast hour’s fare for duals. 





ard Landau, from a novel by H. 
Haile Chace, is no shattering ex- 
|pose of the stolen car racket, but 
ithere’s enough indication of how 
|hot autos are merchandised to the 
junsuspecting public to carry off 
ithe title. Bromfield appears as a 
, salesman who starts selling stolen 
|ears because he needs cash to take 
icare of medical and surgical de- 
| mands for his ailing baby son. He 
| gets out of the racket just about 
as abruptly as he went into it. A 
|police investigator gets too close 
ito the truth and is bumped off, 
| with Bromfield framed for the job. 
| Windup gets him off the hook, and 
jrather melodramatically, when he 
\fights the killer on a_ rocketing 
| roller-coaster at Ocean Park. 

Les Baxter contributes the jazzy 
that lends em- 


background score 
phasis to the plot, and William 


Margulies’ camera work is good. 
Other technical credits are well- 
handled. Brog. 





— 


Dimanche 
(Sunday’s Killers) 

(FRENCH-FRANSCOPE) 
Paris, July 31. 
of EDIC production. 
Directed by Alex Joffe. Screenplay, Ga- 
briel Arout, Joffe: camera, Jean Bour- 
goin; editor, Jean Feyte. With Jean-Marc 
Thibault, Barbara Laage, Georges Pou- 
jouly, Dominique Willms, Paul Frankeur, 





Filmonde release 


Rosy Varte At Marignan, Paris. Run- 
ning time, 119 MINS. 

Robert ., .. Jean-Mare Thibault 
Simone ...... ....... Barbara Laage 
PED ct sceeh os 6heenen een Rosy Varte 
DG, =< s45enecbeawues Paul Frankeur 
rere Georges Poujouly 
Janine Dominique Willms 


This one won the all-nation prize, 
CIDALC, at Cannes and the top 


| kudos at the recent Cork Film Fes- 


tival. Unlike the title it is not a 
whodunit, but a moral-suspense 
tale of the complications in a se- 
ries of livesona Sunday afternoon 
when a garage mechanic lets a:car 
unwittingly go out on which he has 
not yet tightened the steering 
mechanism. Film hinges on the 
conscience state of the mechanic, 
and involves a group of people as 
he finally alerts the police, and 
the dragnet to stop the car and 
save the occupants, 

Neatly made and acted by com- 
paratively little known players, 
this has a fresh aspect, but plot is 
too fabricated to make this really 
outstanding. It also has the aura 
of a film made to warn against 
road excesses. However its clever 
notations make this entertaining 
and offbeat enough for possibilities 
in Stateside special spots. Not pro- 
found enough in treatment for the 
arties, it will have to be handled 
as. an exploitation gambit to pay 
off accordingly on its engaging 
qualities. 

A simple, goodhearted mechanic 
becomes an agonized man on dis- 
covering the car has left without 
the needed repairs. A frightened 


brother and wife talk him out of | 


acting, but his conscience and his 


son galvanize him, and film builds | 


as roadblocks and citizens try to 
stop a speeding car with some 
hitechikers and honeymooning 
German couple. 


a 
“ 


anamorphoscope process in black 
and white, called Franscope, and it 
neither heightens or perceptibly 
lessens the impact of the film. Act- 
ing is subdued and real with tech- 
nical aspects fine and _ location 
small town shooting also giving it 
a good natural flavor. Mosk. 








Hollywood, Aug. 3 
Artists release of Howard W. 
Koch (Bel-Air) production. Stars John 
Bromfield, Joi Lansing, Mark Dana; fea- 
tures Carol Shannon, Ralph Clanton, Rob- 
ert Osterloh, Dabbs Greer, Charles Keane, 
Directed by Donald McDougall. Screen- 
play, Don Martin, Richard Landau; story, 
H. Haile Chace; camera, William Mar- 
gulies; editor, George Gittens; music, Les 


United 


Baxter. Previewed Aug. 1, ’56. Running | 
time, 60 MINS. | 
Mick DGAM <2. édr.dtieece John Bromfield 
Orem. Wie ons atncee see Joi Lansing 


Smiley Ward 
Jane Dunn 


Mark Dana 
Carol Shannon 
Arthur Markel Ralph Clanton 
George Hayman ..» Robert Osterloh 
Detective Davenport ..... Dabbs Greer 


Lieutenant Jefferson......Charles Keane 
Otto Krantz ; Kurt Katch 
Lieutenant Holmes....... George Sawaya 
SENG on 5h Grey gine eee om John Merrick 
ee wa awcceentecs Joan Sinclair 





Paul (the bartender).......Maurice Marks 
Betty CargOM ...cceces Marilee Earle | 
Bret Carson Vie Cutrier | 
Mrs. Davenport Paula Hill | 
“Hot Cars” is a good title for | 
this little programmer aimed at 


the supporting slot on regular dual 
bills. A crisp 60-minute running 


dramatics in the plot make it ac- 
ceptable for that release designa- 
tion. 

John Bromfield, Joi Lansing and 
Mark Dana make up the star trio 
in the Bel-Air presentation, pro- 
duced by Howard W. Koch un- 


der executive producer Aubrey 
Schenck. They, along with fea- 
tured players Carol Shannon, 


Ralph Clanton, Robert Osterloh, 
Dabbs Greer and Charles Keane, 
handle the characters with the de- 
sired impact under Donald Me- 


Dougall’s direction. 


H. Cohn’s 183,860 Shares; 
Rhoden’s Charitable Trust; 


Other ‘Insider’ Facts 


Washington, Aug. 7. 

Harry Cohn has built up his hold- 
ings in Columbia Pictures to 183.- 
860 shares of common stock. In 
three transactions, he added a net 
total of 4,633 shares last month, 
-according to the last monthly re- 
port of “insider transactions” is- 
sued by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. 

E. C. 
shares of National Theatres com- 
mon to the Rhoden 
Trust. He retains 35,800 
own name and 48,525 
companies. Charles 
bought 200 shares of Stanley-War- 
ner common, giving him a total of 
900. 


in his 


shares of AB-PT in May but retains 
7,300 shares of the circuit’s com- 
mon__ stock. James L. Brown 
dropped 400 shares, reducing his 
bundle to 1,100. James M. Wein- 
berg purchased 1,000 shares of Al- 
lied Artists. Tonrud Inc. reported 
several transactions ranging back 
to 1953 in Associated, Motion Pic- 
ture Industries, formerly Republic. 
Tonrud now holds 72,585 shares of 
capital stock of Associated. Elsa 
Titus reported herself as joint ten- 
ant and indirect owner of 325 





shares, via Tonrud. 


Director Alex Joffe has used an | 


Rhoden transferred 1,000 | 
Charitable | 


in holding | 
F. McKhann 


John Balaban disposed of 200 | 


—T 


Bette Davis Revises 
Views on Personals; 


Legion Hurt ‘Storm’ 


Washington, Aug. 7. 

Screen star Bette Davis reaped 
a bonanza of press kudos and 
radio-tv attention during her two 
day tub thumping stint for “Storm 
Center.” Vet player though she 
is, this is the first time in her long 
film career that she’s actually hit 
the hustings to promote one of her 
starrers. 

Miss Davis did one “personal 
appearance” at the old Earle The- 
atre, teamed with the late Warren 
Williams. She always’ thought 
such stints were ‘“‘nonsense.” In 
view of her most recent experi- 
ence, however, she seemed in- 
clined to feel that the change in 
the very nature of pix biz, plus 
the more serious approach to per- 
sonal appearances, might well war- 
rant the time and effort. 

In Philadelphia Miss Davis ad- 
dressed 600 femmes of the Ameri- 
can Jewish Congress. In Wash- 
ington she and producer Julius 
Blaustein met individual press 
reps in small groups ot two or 
three reporters, and an MPAA 
screening for an invited audience 
of about 50 carefully selected 
newsmen, editors, and radio-tv reps. 
Miss Davis included radio inter- 
views on her agenda, but nixed 
tv as a matter of policy, though 
Blaustein bicycled around the tv 
studios. Schedule was made up by 
/Columbia’s Sid Zinns with goal of 
|making every minute count. 

Both star and producer called 
| the Legion of Decency special 
|rating “unfortunate.” admitting it 
| would undoubtedly hurt b.o. pros- 
pects. Film makes its local debut 
‘here at Lopert’s Playhouse Thurs- 
day (9), so b.o. score is not yet in. 

Miss Davis trained from here 
|for her home near Portland, Maine. 
i|She said she has no immediate 
‘plans for tv, but would not rule 
|}out the medium for an “exciting” 
subject. Her present goal is one 
picture per year, and plenty of 
|time with husband Gary Merrill 
and her three children. 

(Blaustein left to lay ground- 
work for mid-September shooting 
|}of “Guard of Honor” in Orlando, 
| Florida, for which he has already 
jreceived Dept. of Defense green 
light.) 


DE BRA’S BROCHURE 
TOUTS ‘STORM’ FILM 


Taking an unequivocal stand for 
|“the right to read,’ the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America this week 
touted Columbia Pictures’ “Storm 
Center” via‘a brochure sent out by 
Arthur H. DeBra’s community re- 
_lations department. 

Taking a very different pitch 
ifrom the Catholic Legion of De- 
| cency, DeBra’s letter intro said of 
| the film: “You may not agree with 











| ford to miss this intriguing and 
| entertaining photoplay which has 
| something important to say.” 

Pic, produced by Julian Blau- 
stein, tells what happens when a 
| librarian in a small town refuses 
| to remove from the shelves a book 
| called “The Communist Dream.” 
| The Legion put the film into a spe- 
| cial category, calling it “propa- 
| gandistic” and stating that “its 
| specious arguments tend seriously 
| to be misleading and misrepresen- 
tative by reason of an inept and 
distorted presentation.” 

The MPAA brochure, mailed 
| only in the instance of unusual pic- 
tures which the org considers of 
some value, contains 
spread keynoted by President 
Eisenhower’s “Don’t Join the Book 
Burners” exhortation during his 
famed Dartmouth address in the 
|days when Sen. Joseph McCarthy 
| was still riding high. There follow 
extensive quotations from one of 
| the President’s press conferences. 

Discussing free speech and press 


a_ center 


, guarantees in the Constitution, 
|DeBra_ said: “One might have 
| hoped that these (guarantees! 


/ would have precluded the repeil- 
tion here of the tragedies to ii 
‘dom of expression which took 
| place in Europe. But previous re- 
‘straint of the ‘right to read’ 35 
still an issue here, and now.” 
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Thorneycroft Explains To Parliament—John Davis 
Delighted—London Times: U.S. Films Pay Off 


— 


London, Aug. 7. 


The Government is to institute a 
statutory film levy to replace the 
present voluntary Eady arrange- 
ment which lapses n@xt year, and 
has promised that steps will be 
taken to exténd the exhibitors’ 
quota beyond its termination in 
October, 1958. 


This vital news, which has been 
holding up future production plan- 
ning, was made in the House of 
Commons last Thursday (2) by 
Peter Thorneycroft, Board of Trade 
prexy, replying to a direct invita- 
tion by Lord Balniel to disclose fu- 
ture Government policy regarding 
the British picture industry. His 
answer was given on the last day 
before Parliament went into recess 
till October. 

Thorneycroft said the powers of 
the National Film Finance Corp. to 
make loans would be renewed after 
its present term expires in March 
of next year. 

Although the BoT prexy’s brief 
statement has eased the minds of 
most producers, current feeling in 
industry circles denotes that he 
hasn't enlarged sufficiently on 
these points. Yet it seems clear 
that in making his statement he 
has taken into account the views 
expressed by the major trade asso- 
ciations in their replies to the 
NFFC questionnaire. Until Thor- 
neycroft receives the summarized 
report of their replies two months 
hence, it’s not considered likely 
that any move will be taken to 
classify the type of film eligible 
for the levy. On this latter point 
revolves greatest speculation. The 
present scheme, originally de- 
signed to rake in $9,100,000 to 
close the gap in production costs, 
etc. now barely scrapes $7,000,000 
and producer and exhibitor fac- 
tions are wondering how much the 
new scheme is likely to bring in 
annually. 

John Davis, prez of British Film 
Producefs’ Assn. and Rank topper, 
expressing “delight” at the BoT 
announcement, has said: “It will 
do much to allay the doubt which 

(Continued on page 63) 





‘Lady Chatterley’ Morals 
Continue in Dispute As 
Kingsley Defies Censor 


An appeal from the New York 
censor’s refusal to license the 
French “Lady Chatterley’s Lover” 
was heard yesterday (Tues.) by the 
Board of Regents under which the 
censor office operates. ; 

Picture, based on the D. H. Law- 
rence novel, is distributed in the 
U.S. by Kingsley International. 
Censor tagged it “immoral within 
the intent of our law” and de- 
manded extensive cuts to which 
Edward L. Kingsley and his attor- 
ney, Ephraim S. London wouldn't 
agree. 

Kingsley has made it plain that, 
unless the Board reverses the cen- 
sor, the case will be taken to court 
in another constitutional challenge 
of the law under which films are 
censored in the state. 

Appearing before the _ board, 
London called the picture “moral 
in its theme and presentation” and 
pointed out that, in its 1953 deci- 
sion, the U.S. Supreme Court had 
ruled that the censor couldn't ban 
pictures on the grounds of “im- 
morality” because “that word is 
too vague and indefinite.” 

Recounting how the N.Y. cen- 
Sorship law was then amended, 
“purporting to define the term 
‘immoral’ so that its meaning 
would be clear, definite and pre- 
cise,” London called the amend- 
ment ‘‘pure legislative humbug. It 
defines the word ‘immoral’ in 
terms that are just as ambiguous.” 
And he added: 

“The amendment was enacted to 
enable the censors to continue to 
function under color of law until 
the statute is contested again in 
the courts.” 








JR. RHODEN’S ‘DELINQUENTS’ 


Makes Indie Features With 
Kansas City Locales 








Kansas City, Aug. 7. 

Shooting on location on “The 
Delinquents,” indie film being 
produced by local interests, fin- 
ished here last week. Elmer 
Rhoden Jr., prexy of Imperial Pro- 
ductions which is making the film, 
left Monday for the Coast to super- 
vise editing. 

Picture is based on story by 
Rhoden and a screenplay by Rob- 
ert Altman, director. Principals 
in the picture are Peter Miller, 
Tom Laughlin and Rosemary How- 
ard. Entire picture has been shot 
on location, with 22 different 
locals included in the script. 

With Rhoden in this production 
are W. B. Brewster, vice president, 
and R. L. Wolf, treasurer. It’s the 
second venture in motion picture 
production by Rhoden, an exec of 
Commonwealth Theatres, and son 
of the head of National Theatres. 
A releasing arrangement is yet to 
be worked out on “The Delin- 
quents.” 


New York's Two 


Doubts on New 





British Scheme 


American film company execu- 
tives, while generally satisfied with 


|the pattern spelled out in London 


last week for the British industry 
by the Board of Trade, neverthe- 
less are concerned on two points. 

(1.) The plan to replace the 
present voluntary Eady Fund with 
a statutory scheme starting next 
year. 

(2.) The failure of Peter Thor- 
neycroft, BOT president, to make 
reference to the future definition 
of just what constitute a British 
film in quota terms. 

The decision to make the Eady 
Fund statutory would deprive the 
American companies of freedom of 
action. They are, at the moment, 
a party to the Fund via their 
membership in the Kinemato- 
graph Renters Society. However, 

(Continued on page 16) 





2 Replacement of Eady Plan Due : FIUNECLUTTED lV 


ENDo ONE HOPE 


From the point-of-view of the 
independent distributor, the busi- 
ness of selling purely British films 


BRITISH APATHY RE U.S. COIN 











in the American market “is at an | 
” : | 
end,” says Richard Gordon. | 
1 

| 


Long a rep of British companies 
here, and specifically of George 
Minter’s Renown Pictures, Gordon 
said this was the reason why he 
had recently formed Amalgamated 
Productions to produce small-bud- | 
get pictures in London. 


“The American exhibitors need 





small pictures in the double-billing 
territories. And such films, if 
turned out with the proper budget, 
can make a lot of money,” he said. 
Amalgamated has six on its cur- 
rent sked and hopes to deliver 
them before the end of the year. 
Each film has some American 
names. 


“The small, purely British pic- 
tures don’t do any business around 
this country,” Gordon noted. “The 
possibility for selling them to tele- 
vision is now gone, too. Even on 
the important British product, the 
tv people now offer 50% of what 
they paid only six months ago. 
That market is glutted with pro- 
duct.” As for the top British pro- 
duct, it has established distribu- 
tion outlets. 

The Amalgamated product is 
being turned out on budgets of 
from $150,000 to $200,000. Gordon 





said he wasn't making any distrib- 
ution deals pending delivery of the 
product. As for coproduction in 
Britain, Gordon said he found the 
British ‘apathetic’ towards the 
idea. “I got the impression they’ve 
more or less written off the U.S.,” | 
he said. “Between what John Davis 
(Rank) tells them about the Amer- 
ican refusal to play British pic- 
tures, and the experiences they've 
had with American partners, the 
people in London just don’t seem 
to be too interested.” 








‘Studying’ USSR 

Motion Picture Export Assn. 
has decided to reexamine its 
policy vs. the sale of pictures 
to Russia and the satellites. 
(See story, this page.) 

MPEA board yesterday 
(Tues.) decided to study the 
question via a subcommittee 
under prexy Eric Johnston. 
Group will report to the board 
prior to Aug. 31 when the 
MPEA franchise for the Iron 
Curtain countries comes up for 
renewal. ° 


ito its system of 
{sion in 





British War Themes Disappoint 


At American Boxoffice Though 
US. Military Pix Okay in Britain 





SHIFTS AT LOEW’S THEATRES 





Friedman New Treasurer—Welt- 
man, O’Donnell Upped 





Leopold Friedman has relin- 
quished the job of corporate secre- 
tary at Loew's Theatres to become 
treasurer of the circuit in addi- 
tion to continuing as financial v.p. 
He replaces the late Harold J. 
Cleary as treasurer. 

Archie Weltman has been moved 
up from assistant secretary- treas- 
urer to secretary. Leonard O’Don- 
nell, who recently joined the com- 
pany after being v.p.-treasurer of 


| Arthur Guinness Son & Co., has 


been appointed comptroller, 





Par Droppi 
Double-Frame 
VVision Print 
Paramount is giving the bounce 
VistaVi- 
which double frames of 
print were projected on the screen 
at the one time and fed through 
the camera _ horizontally. The 
’Vision dual-frame photographic 
will be continued, of 
course, but now all release prints 
are to be developed in the stand- 
ard 35m gauge and projector-fed 


in conventionai vertical fashion. 
Company contends that all the 


“super” 


process 


| pictorial quality is captured in the 


camera work alone, and there’s no 
need to go to the trouble and ex- 
pense of the double-frame projec- 
tion. This elaborate presentation 
of product on the exhibition end 
was widely touted when first in- 
troduced but was used only limit- 
edly. Par provided some exhibi- 
tors with the necessary equipment 
on a lease basis for the engage- 
ment of perhaps only a single pic- 
ture, such as “Strategic Air Com- 
mand.” 

But with the transfer of the 
negative to 35m no loss of quality, 
as claimed, why bother? Par now 





NOW’S TIME FOR EAST-WEST DEALS, 


reasons. 


PICKER TELLS MPEA; UA MAY SOLO 


Film company presidents and, 


foreign department heads at a New 
York meeting of the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. yesterday (Tues.) 
were point-blank told that now’s 
the time to send American pic- 
tures to the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries, Arnold Picker, part owner 
and foreign operations v.p. of 
United Artists, told the execs he 


feels assured that reasonable trad- | 


ing deals can be made. But to give 


ganda pitch and this is not his in- 
tent. 

In a private conversation with a 
reporter, Picker made it clear that 
in the event the companies, col- 
lectively under the MPEA banner, 
refuse to go along with his ideas, 
he'll strongly urge his company 
and the independent producers 
aligned with it to sell pictures to 
the Soviet and the satellites On 
their own. 

Never before has any highly- 
placed industry exec gone so far 
toward an actual deal with the 
East and that definite action will 
result, in one form or another, 
seems likely. He also includes 
Red China as a-potential customer. 

Picker, who attended Czecho- 








slovakia’s recent 
filed a report with the U. S. State 
Department on his position regard- 
ing the film trading. 


Some time ago State 


Eric A. Johnston, MPEA 
president, and Soviet reps in 
Washington. Latter said in broad 


e |terms they wanted American pro- 


for this would simply be a propa-| any specific proposal such 
| been asked for by Johnston 


up with 
as had 


On the basis of his call on the 
Czechs, where he also engaged in 
talks with officials of other sate- 
lites, Picker said he’s extremely 
high on the idea of establishing 
“visual contact” between East and 
West. And only motion pictures 
can provide such contact, he added. 


Exec related he feels assured 
there will be no distortion of the 
Yank product in the East, such as- 
surance having been given him by 
U. S. Government officials as well 
as the Iron Curtain lads. Some 


U. S. film company officers have 
expressed fear in past that Amer- 
ica could be depicted in an un- 


International | 
Film Festival in Karlovy Vary, also | 


recom- | 
mended such sales to the East and | best revealed to him (and he has a | 
this was followed by meetings be- | 
| tween 


| uncurtained terrain. 
|ception given “Marty” at the film 


|ness of the 
| that visual contact with the West. 





friendly light by changes made in 


pic product after it reaches the 
Communist countries. 


| 
Picker saw first hand the virtu- 
| ally total lack of knowledge the 


people of Czechoslavakia have 
about the West. This was perhaps 


snapshot to prove it) of the natives 


mobbing his wife, Ruth, for auto- | 


graphs only because she was from 
And the re- 


fest was nothing short of ecstatic, 
he added, in pointing up the eager- 
Czechs to come into 


He was impressed, too, with the 
new “freedom” now in evidence— 
the freedom given the natives to 
mail uncensored letters outside the 
country and to speak up in criti- 
cism of their government. 


Picker said he received overtures 
from several satellites anent acqui- 
sition of American films but he 
talked no specific deals. 


UA is now contractually bound 
not to act independently of the 
other MPEA companies so far as 
film sales to the East are con- 
cerned. But this pact terminates 
next month, at which point UA 
could act on its own. 


> 


—_ 








Failure of the Warwick ‘“Cockle- 
shell Heroes” to make a good show- 
ing in the U. S. has some in the 
trade wondering what makes Brit- 
ish warfilms apparently taboo with 
broad American audiences. 

Lack of acceptance is of inter- 
est since, from the American side, 
a considerable number of war pix 
are in the offing. They have no 
trouble in Britain, unless—as did 
the Errol Flynn “Burma Victory”’—~ 
there’s a distortion of fact. 

There was a time, before and 
during the war, when Americans 
liked the British war stories. Noel 
Coward's “In Which We Serve,” 
for instance, was a success. 

While they understand that a 
degree of chauvinism enters into 
the non-acceptance of imported 
war pix, observers are still struck 
by the consistency of the U. S. re- 
action. “Dam _ Busters,” for in- 
stance, a highly successful war film 
in Britain, just didn’t do any busi- 
ness in the U. S. Nor did “The 
Coldlitz Story” on its release in 
Canada. ‘The Sea Shall Not Have 
Them” and “Glory at Sea” also 
flopped in the U. S. 

“Cockleshell Heroes” didn’t ignite 
despite the fact that it had an 
American name, Jose Ferrer, who 
directed himself in this one, Brit- 
ish war films, on the other hand, 
have apparently been quite pop- 
ular on television, where a great 
many of them have been shown 
over and over again, notably “Fire 
Over London.” 

The one British war film that 
did quite well at the American b.o. 
in recent years was “The Cruel 
Sea,” released by Universal. 

Quite a few of the British war 
films are coming up, too. Biggest 
of them is “The Battle of the River 
Plata,” describing the sinking of 
the Graf Spee. Then there is 
“Reach for the Sky,” “A Town 
Called Alice” and “The Ship That 
Died of Shame.” Latter has been 
acquired by Continental Distribut- 
ing. 

A big British war film, now in 
the planning stages, is the story of 
Dunkirk, which the Ealing group 
(Sir Michael Balcon and Reginald 
Baker) plan to turn out for Metro 
release. 





Seattle Cinerama No. 18; 
Cuts Evergreen’s 3,000 
Seats Down to 1,396 


Seattle, Aug. 7. 

The Paramount theatre has been 
leased by Evergreen Theatres to 
Stanley Warner Cinerama Corp. 
and will open to the public Aug. 23 
as the 18th Cinerama 
the United States. Extensive re- 
modeling will start in a few days 
to transform the house, cutting the 
seating from the present 3,000, 
largest house in the city, to 1,396, 
and installation of the new 


theatre in 


form 


|of screen entertainment. 


A black tie premiere will take 
night before, the pro- 
ceeds to go to the Orthopedic hes- 
pital Greater Seattle 
Seafair 


place the 


and Inc., 


sponsors of the celebra- 
tion. 

Prices, will be $2.65 top nights, 
$1.75 matinees. Two performances 
daily with three Saturdays and 
Sundays are scheduled. 

Robert Turner, manager of the 
Paramount theatre, will continue 
as house manager for the new 
management, Warren Slee, adver- 
tising and Harold Murphy, treas- 
urer, Lester B. Isaacs of Cinerama 
arrives here Aug. 19 to supervise 
the premiere activities. 


A galaxy of execs in town to set 
the remodeling and rejuvenation 
details includes Cliff Giesseman, 
Oscar Kantner, Victor J. Rosen, 
W. J. Mcelllwian, and Herman 
Maier. 
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Ie in fourth St. Francis week. |... ; HEE mete, 7 7 | Z —'Eddv hi ; * (0 (! 
D te ?P f P f I | Estimat ft This W Kwansus Raiders” (U), $7,000. ? ? Eddy Duuchin Story Col) (3d 
€ *9 ro ane’ owerlu ee ee eee Orpheum (Loew) (1,914; 75-$1) | Baltimore, Aug. 7. |wk). Fine $11,000 after $13,000 





c ) 70. 2 | 
‘ ?d Wk. ‘ at we tk ee —"Trapeze” (UA) (2d wk). Good| Holdovers are mainly the big/last week. Holds over again. 
166, Moby’ 276, si" and “due of Hell” (‘U). Good $7.000 after $8,000 first stanza. 'grossers here this week. But “Away | 
. - €15 2.000. I ast week. “Away ‘ AN _ Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; | All Boats” is sock. Second round ‘Ki ? Wh ° 8 000 
Detroit, Aug. ‘. | Boz ntit all mre bie. La 50-90) — “Proud And Beautiful” {of “Eddy Duchin Story” is pleas- | ing opping ’ 3 
With the exception of a | Veu A (AA) ‘od wae) "$13 800 AS Indie). Tall $3,000. Last week,|ing at the Hipp. “King and I” is| t . 6 t ’ t 
Dick,” which continues to do a SORES) fa ae. a Me eo “Last Days” (Col) (2d wk), $2,000.| still rosy in fourth stanza at the T Bo L 
whale of a business in second Mich- Fox (EWC) (4.651; $1.25-$1.50)— Richmond ‘St. L. Amus.) (400;| New. “Johnny Concho” is a drab oron 0, als Us y 








igan round, and “Cinerama Hoti- Fes Rene I vn 4 (Oth bap $1.10)—“Last 10 Days” (Col) (M-D). | new entry at the Century. Combo 21G € PR G d 206 
day,” which is riding the crest on | 700 or over. Last week, $16,- Big $2,500. Last week, “Marty” | of “Earth Vs, Flying Saucers” and ’ rime 00 
last-days ads at the Mus‘e Hall, } Warfield (Loew) (2.656: 65-90)— (UA) and “Summertime” (UA) ;) “The Werewolf” was okay at the Toronto, Aug. 7 
other downtowners are largely ex-| «4, astest Gun Alive” (M-G) (3d wk), | eissues) foth wk), |Town. “Boats” is the socko May- “King and I” is off to a wham 
periencing average or below-aver-| oy y $10,000. Last week, $13,300. | 7x2; Jouls ‘St. L. Amus.) (4,000; | fair entry. —* start among newcomers. “Away 
age biz. “Satellite in Sky” at the} Parumaunt (Par) (2.640: page | 79-$1.25) — “King And I” (20th) Estimates for This Week |All Boats” also big in two Loew 
Broadway-Capitol (is only pfs : z ri'— 4th wk). Great $13,000 following Century (Fruchtman) (3,000; 50- | houses. “Crime in Streets” is doing 
“These Wilder Years” at the Adams ‘Continued on page 20) $16,000 for third session. $i1)—"Johnny Coneho” (UA). Way} {phenomenal biz with the leather 
looks good. Ochers are holdovers | below hopes at $7,000 or near. Last | jacket set at five spots. “Eddy 
with “King and I” doing standout | week, “Trapeze” (UA) (5th wk), |Duchin Story” still is neat in 
biz in fitth frame at the Fox. $5,500. a | second stanza for five houses 
“Proud and Protane” is big in sec- ain pS p "4 on ers 0c Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50-$1)|“Oklahoma,” in 15th frame, 
ond week at the Palms. — “Seven Little Sins’ (Indie).!| perked up. 


Estimates for This Week Okay $3,500. Last week, “Front! Circle, Towne (Taylor) (750: 693; 
. , = F . ‘ ? Page Story” (Indie) (2d wk), $1.500. | 60-$1)—“‘La Ronde” (IFD) ‘2d wk). 
Fox \Fox- Detroit) (5,000; $1- a S é oats | Film Centre (Rappaport) (890;| Okay $4,000. Last week, $5.500. 
ag aa — oe Pd ? 9 9 $1.25-$2.50)—"Oklahoma” (Magna); Colony, Danforth, Fairlawn, 
ee eee ee re | (23d wk). Still potent at $9,000) Humber, Odeon (Rank) (839; 1.351: 
Michizan (United Detroit) (4 000: | ; Minneapolis, Aug. 4. “Moby Dick” (WB) On.0.). Fourth | after $8.500 fer 22d. 11,165; 1.204; 2.318: 60-$1)—‘‘Duchin 
gg eee he tag teeter ey Unrelenting rain as been driv- week in Loop. Neat $5,000. Last} Five West ‘Schwaber) (460; 50-| Story” (Col) (2d wk). Neat $25,000. 
$1-$1.25) Moby Dick” (WB) (2d) ing the public into the showhouses week, “Trapeze” (UA) (5th wk), $1.25)—‘Rififi” *«UMPO). Staunch | Last week, $40,000. 


wk), Fine $27,000 Last week, bet- jastead of keeping folks at home. | $4,500. $4,500. Last week, “Ladykillers”| Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
ver TARR exp cted at $30,000. As a result, the revitalized box- Radio City (Par) (4.100; 85-$1)— (Col) (10th wk), $2,000. 'State, Westwood (Taylor) (1,054: 
sd i alms UD) : (2.961; $1-$1 waa 80 ofiice continues to give a heart- “Pardners” (Par). Martin & Lewis Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; | 995; 694; 696; 994; 40-75)—“Crime 
Crone ane —— ah ry) (2d) warming performance, even though , have local large followings here, | 50-$1.25)—‘“‘Eddy Duchin” ‘Col)|in Streets” (AA) and “Screaming 
hp $16,000 Last week, newcomers are conspicuous by and their latest proves it. Faney | (2d wk). Tall $11,500 after $17,000; Eagles” (AA). Fine $20.000. Last 
ta Madison ‘UD) (1.900: $1-$1.23) their absence as numerous hold- $12.000. Last week, “Moby Dick” | opener. week. “The Killing” (UA) and 
_ “Pranese” UA) (Gib wk). Still overs reiuse to bulge. Fresh en- (W B) (3d wk), $8,500. Little (Rappaport) (310; 50-$1)— | “Frontier Scout” (UA). $15,000 

fast as €¢13.000. Lest neal i *$17.000 een seven W onders of the _ RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; “Last 10 Days” (Col) (2d wk). Fair-| Hyland (Rank) (1,357; 75-$1) — 
is Broadway- Capi ‘tol t Di. (3500. World and Pardners stack up as 15-$1 “Earth Vs. Flying Sau- | ish $2,000 following $3.000 opener. | “All for Mary” (Rank) (3d wk 
$1-$] 97) it Sky" “i +) another pair of boxoffice hits here, cers” (Col) and “The Werewoif” Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-$1)—)|Good $4,000. Last week. $4.500 

rT oe th 7, ive Bay ny SW B)? takings their places in the current ‘Col). Big $11,000. Holds. Last|“Away All Boats” (U). Smash} [Imperial (FP) 13,344; 60-$1.10)— 
id ME By ‘ es —\ \wer= | long list. week, “Eddy Duchin Story’ (Col) | $13.000 or near. Last week, “Star aarti Feeling” (Par) (2d wk). 
_ ‘ 15,000. ‘Last \ « Kk Kaw hide It Ss the fourth Loop week for (2d wk). $9.500. In Dust” (U), $3,000. {Fair $10,000. Last week, $13.500 
a tid a at rossing | “King and I” and “Moby Dick” RKO Pan (RKO) (1.650; 75-$1) New (Fruchtman) (1.606; 50-| International (Taylor) (557: $1) 
( (2d wk), $11,000, and third and second, respectively, —“Eddy Duchin Story” (Col)! $1.25)—‘‘King and I” (20th) (4th|— “Lovers and Lollipops” (IFD) 


United Artists (A) 11,667; $1.24- for “Eddy Duchin_ Story” and ‘m.o.). Here after hefty Orpheum! wk). Still brisk at $10,000 after | (2d wk). Light $3,500. Last week, 
age Oklahoma (Magnat (26th “Away All Boats,” all of them are fortnight. Sock $8,000. Last week, | $11.000 in third. same. 
+ as $12,000. Last week, standing up splendidly. “Over-Exposed” (Col) and “Hous-| Playhouse (Schwaber) (410; 50-| Loew's, Uptown ‘Loew) (2.098; 
cere __ Estimates for This Week ———s ton Story” (Col) split with “Duel | $1)—‘“Lovers and Lollipops” (In- | 2.745; 60-$1)—“Away All Boats” 
$1.25) — “These “Wil eg I 2 Century (S-W) (1,150; $1.75- on Mississippi” (Col) and “Semi-| die) (3d wk). Nice $3.000 following |(U). Big $21,000. Last week, 
$1.25 1eSE€ ildet Years ren Wonders of World”: nole Uprising” (Col), $3,000 at 65c- $3.500 in second round. ‘Loew’s) Oe ed to a Bad Man” 








a ook ee Pie eee Last week, | (Indie), Bowed in with £5 benefit 85c scale. “Duchin” siays on. | “Stanley (WB) (3,200; 30-$1.25)— | (M-G), Bog 4 (Uptown) “Toy 
(M-G) 13d” hg cae Likes Me showing. Five days landed smash State (Par) ° (2,300; 85-$1) — | “Moby Dick” (WB) ‘5th wk). Slip-| Tiger” ( $7,000. 
“"Wiealo Siakk” tClmacs na Produce l:000., Last week, “Cinerama | “Away All Boats” (U) 2d wk). Has! ping off to $5,500 after $9,000 for| Shea’s (FP) (2,375; 60-$1)—“King 
iat rf aa. fe wy Ra reap lloliday a (93d wk), $38,000.) made highly favorable impression | fourth, and I” (20th). Wham $28,000. Last 
rama Holiday” (Indie) ‘78UI a giving It $650,000 for run. here. Faney $8,000 or near. Last; Town (Rappaport) (1.400; 50-$1) | week, “Man Who Knew Too Much 
Great $29.000. L: hg I WK). | Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)— week, $12,500. | —“Somebody Up There Likes Me” | (Par) (5th wk), $7,500 for four days 
" Kri oe i: y. zast week, $27.800. | “Somebody Up There Likes Me” World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)—_) ‘(M-G). Lap tomorrow ‘Wed.), In Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.50-$2) — 
“Catered reall oes a) ge A —— $6,000 or near. king _and 1” (20th) (4th wk). | ahead, Earth Vs. Flying Saucers” | “Oklahoma” (Magna) (15th w b. 
é « b AF \ ; ce o ow. - \f > ‘ '; $ ys . i 
Good $8.500, Last week, $9.000.'| ek. $6, ; ightning-like pace continues,! (Col) and “Werewolf” (Col), big! Picked up to $12,500. Last wee 


} Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 85-$1) — Virile $8,000. Last week, $8,600. | $9,000. ‘same after previous $8,000. 
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H.0.’s Hypo Chi; ‘Francis’ Sock 156; Ree hr sea'izc B'way H.0s Firm, Newcomers Fast; 


Buffalo, Aug. 7. 


‘ ° ’ . ’ | Dhandiens hove cusveeiie to “Sheke | 6 ? ‘ ’ 
Santiago Hot 186, ‘Daughter’ Great semana ete, Earth Salty 37G, ‘Autumn’ Breezy 


stest Gun Alive” looks loud at 


$17,500, 2d; Pardners Big 226, 3d sns8iesBeensoo"" 9G: ‘Bigger’ 206, ‘Pards’ 206, 2d 


| Paramount are Ccoing well in sec- 








Chicago, Aug. 7. + 'ond weeks. The Century currently Light rain Sunday afternoon;Opened Monday (6). Last 


week 
Chi’s firstrun biz continues ef- “ jis closed and will stay that way | plus cool weather and allday rain-|“Proud and Beautiful” (Indie! 
fervescent this round, mostly on Estimates Are Net until Aug. 15. i fall Monday (6) came to the rescue | (10th wk). was fair $5.700. Ninth 
the strength of very lively hold- Film gross estimates as re- | Estimates for This Week ‘of Broadway de luxers this ses-! was $8.000. 
overs. 2 . ported herewith from the vari- | Buffalo (Loew: (3,000; 60-85) — | ston. Absence of many new vic-| Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
Sock $15,000 looms in first week ous key cities, are net; i.e., |: ‘Fastest Gun Alive” (M-G) and tures and clear, mild weather Sat- | fellers' (6.200; 95-$2.75) — “Eddy 
of Sree D, weedras aee ee without usual tax. Distrib- + ‘Emergency Hospital” (Col). Aver- urday began to put the skids under) Duchin Story” (Col) with stage- 


age $17,000 in 9 days. Last week, | firstrun trade until halted by the | show (7th-final wk’. Looks to hold 


: : utors share on net take, when ; : 
$10.000 in first af “Somebody Up There Likes Me” | rainfall. Majority of new entrants | up very well in final round ending 


‘Rifii’” is wow 











Ziégfeld. “Make Me An Offer’ Ses maa ie aa the | (M-G) (2d wk), $8,000. hare doing well. ‘today (Wed. with fancy $127,000, 

cell okay $3,000 im Carnegie come Paramont (Par) (3,000; 50-80) — Surprisingly good is “Earth Vs. | or better than the sixth week's 
av nil “ : : “—- : ‘cci “Pardners” (Par) and “King Coral | Flying Saucers” with $37,000 in its | $122,000. “High Society” (M-G) 
rahe = i a id. in alee ae cineeiea, Seas” (Indie) (2d wk). Good $12.- | first week at the Paramount. This | opens tomorrow (Thurs.). “Duchin” 

en Wien = coe OF - include the U. S. am sement 000. Last week, $18,000. | is a two-week booking, with “John. | Was oz. of most successful mid- 

ee, canes tn ae deame i. dated Center (Par) (2,000; 50-$1) —|nY Concho” and stageshow headed | summer runs ever reeled off at 

ry Loop. ’  Aspboseniiee’s Daugh- | = | “Moby Dick” (WB). Huge $24,000 by Fronk Sinatra, star of pic, due |the Hall 

ter” is socko in second at Esquire. | ¢ |or near. Last week “King and I” |in Aug. 15. Rivoli (UAT) (1.545; $1.50-$3.50) 


“Pardners” is okay in third aay (5th wk-5 days), $7,000. | Autumn Leaves” is hitting a, —“Oklahoma” (Magna) (43d wk). 
Coupee ie ot tt) Pardnore’ Lively | ainternesnas es-— ech Sie Telit Guten ek, cd aa We 
is offich in fourth round at the | «puehin Story” "(Coll and “Mag-| Astor, attesting to the continued looks like good $20,800. The 42d 
Chicago, “Eddie Duchin Story” 4 |nificent Roughnecks” (AA) (2d | popularity of Joan Crawford, “Big-| Week — was $20,000. Stays until 








slowing somewhat in fifth week at Ey Socko $16,000, Last week, , %er Than Life” looks to land a nice | after September at least 
the Woods. “King and I” con- | | 0001 In Cleve. $19,000. | $20.000 onening round at the Vie-| Plaza (Brecher) (556; $1.50-$1.80) 
tinues getting good crowds at the Teck (Cinema Products) (1,200; |toria. “lve Lived Before” with) —Fruits of Summer” (Ellis) (4th 
Oriental. $1.20-$2.40) —‘“Cinerama Holiday” | vaude is heading for a fair $17,000; wk). Third stanza ended Monday 
“The Ladykillers” is nifty at the Cleveland, Aug. 7, | (Indie) (26th wk. Brilliant $16,- | at the Palace. 1 (6) was nice $10,500 after $12,500 
Surf in seventh. “Oklahoma” is| yey houses were rained i 000 or over. Last week, c, 3! 5,000. “Perdners” held with a lively | for second week. 
okay in 32d week at McVickers. | dena hat over the weekend by an | . | $20.000 in second week at the May- Roxy (Natl. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.40 
“Cinerama Holiday” continues | g5.mile-per-hour storm but many | | fair. Moby Dick” wound up a King and I” (20th) and stage 
turdy in 60th session at the Pal-| grstruns are doing nicely on the | ilusty $43900 for fifth week, play- | bill (6th wk). Current frame wind- 
ace. week. “Pardners” is leader with a | alm ine dav-date at the Sutton andj|ing up tomorrow (Thurs.) is head- 
Estimates for This Week lively session at the State. “Francis | Criterion. /ing for smash $100,000 to make it 


Carnegie (Telem't) (480; 95)—| i), Haunted House” is only mild 


“Eddv Duchin Storv” withestage-| six weeks in a row that weekly 
| “Make Me Offer” (Indie). Oke! 4 the Palace. “King and I” 





con- i show is climbing aherd of its sixth take has never dropped below 
$3,800. Last week, subsequent-run. |tinues to amaze with a smash | Boats’ 13 stanza to he»d a big $127.000 in $100,000 mark. Fifth week was 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1. 25) | stanéa, the fifth, at the Hipp. | seventh (final) week at the Music | $105,000. Stays on, possibly all 
“Moby Dick” (WB) (4th wk). | “Moby Dick” also is hotsy in fourth | (Wall. Rain en Sundoy and Mon-| through August. 
Good $27,000. ‘ast week, $37,000.| frame at the Allen. “Trapeze” is Philade!phia, Aug. 7. dev puched this un ahead of what | State (Loew) (3.450: 78-$1.75)— 
Esquire (H&E-Balaban) (1,400; : | lofty on moveover at the Stillman, | Rain killed resort biz over the | miceht hove been exnected for the | “Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
$1.25) — “Ambassador’s Daughter” | for ‘sixth downtown week. “Johnny past weekend and _ kited firstrun | nal rovnd “Seven Wonders of | (M-G) (5th wk). Current weet end- 
UA) (2d wk). Sock $17,500.. Last | Concho” is rated okay on move-| biz here, making it one of best) World” beld at smach $47,900 in| ing teday (Wed.) looks to reach 
, week, $20,900, a house record, over to the Ohio. . | stanzas this summer. “King and) 16) weet at the Warner, and is | fine $14,500. Fourth week was 
Grand (Indie (1,200; 98-$1.25)— | Estimates for This Week | I” still Jeader with a smash fourth | now in 17th session. | $16,000. “Away All Boats” (U) is 
Francis in Haunted House” (U) | . — ; 9<, | round at the Fox. “Eddy Duchin Xing and J” with = stasebill.| due in Aug. 16 
, and “Star in Dust” (UV), Tall $15.900. | Allen (Stanley! (3.000; $1-$1.25 Story” looks fine in sixth Randolph | haldine remarkably well prohahly : a. Og 7 aR 
p00 Lost week. “Fastest Gun! — “Moby Dick” (WB) (4th wk). week while “Trapeze” is sock at| will hit $100.000 i race B Sutton (‘B&B (561; $1-$2)— 
: oe (7 “Trani |Hep $12,000 or near. Last week, |» ‘ | In current (6th) | “\foby Dick” (WB) (6th wk), Fifth 
, Alive” (M-G) and “Uranium Boom” I | Trans-Lux in same round. lreund at the Roxv. This would! > ie Pitan e = 
d (Col) (3d wk), $7,500. | $14,: 500. _ | Doing best of new bills is oldie}moke six weeks in » row that ulm completed yesterday ‘Tues. ) a* 
Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.25\—| Hipp (Telem't) (3,700; $1-$1.25) | pair, “High Noon” and “Moon Is | “ine” has hit $100,000 or better $18 oa a 
Fantasia” (BV) (reissue) (2d wk.|— “King and I” (20th) (Sth wk).| Blue,” with smash takings at the | sires onenine. $18,060. stay a on indef. : 
Whooping $14,500. Last week. | Strong $13,000, Last week, $19,000. | Viking. “Storm Center” is rated “Fastect Gun Alive” wurobablv | « frans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; $1- 
: $20,500 | Qhio (Loew) (1,244: 70-90) —/| good at Midtown. “Away All will hold with a ereat $11.000 in $1.50 —"La Strada” (Undie) (4th 
d MecVickers (JL&S) (1,580: $1.25-|“Johnny Concho” (UA) (m.o.).; Boats” is doing so well in third! fourth stanza at the Globe. and =? rs hird week ended Monday 
$3)—“Oklahoma” (Magna) (32d wk. | Okay $5,000. Last week, “Dakota ‘session at the Goldman it will stay | ctayvs on 7a a Re laa 6) held at terrific $16,300. Second 
Stout $24,000. Last week, $25.000. | Incident” (Col), same. an added fourth week. hold with good $20,800 in 43d — ge —— ica a D) 
. Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 67-87)—| palace (RKO) (3,285; 70-90) — Estimates for This Week roved at the Rivoli,’ ao pe Big of d0-$4) 
4 (Continued on page 20) | “Francis in Haunted House” (U)!) Areadia (S&S) (526; 99-$1.40)— “Somebody Un There Likes Me” | tial round pet ym; Ved. 
~_. land “Rawhide Years” (U). Mild|«phowani Junction” |(M-G) (5th is heading for fine $14 500 in vres-| Jooks to Irit nice $20,000 hp cn 
5 St t $11 000 $8,000. Last week, “Davy Crockett | wk), Oke $5,800. Last week, |¢Mt (5th) week at the State. “Tra-| Holds. In ahead, “Foreig Intrig e 
. aucers Out ¢ ’ ’ River Pirates” (BV), $5,000. | $7.000. peze” hit a fair $16.000 in ninth) (UA) (3a wk), $7,000, ee 
A we? ° State (Loew) (3,500; 70-90) — Boyd (SW) (1,430; $1.25-$2.60)— round at the Capitol, with “War Warner Cinerama Prod.) (1,600; 
n K. i Kiss Mild 146, “Pardners” (Par). Lively $15,000. “Seyen Wonders of Wor'!d” (Indie) 82d Peace” due to replace on. $1.20-$3 30 “Seven Wonders of 
. D hi ’ R ° 71G oo. “Johnny Concho” (UA), | (15th wk). Smash $19,000. Last Aug Rg , World” (Indie) (17th wk). The 16th 
a Ay | $12,000. weck, $20,000. Astor (Cicy Inv.) (1.300; 75-$2)— | stz nded Saturday (4) was 
) ucnin ousing 2)" Sstinman (Loew) (2.700: 70-90) — Sclean (Goldman) (1,250; 65-| Autumn Leaves” (Col) (a “ k),! a ll Sar oen The a8 h aie 
d Kansas City, Aug. 7. |“Trapeze” (UA) (m.0.). Sixth | $1 35)—“Away All Boats” (U) (3d Initial session ended last night was $45,000 ‘St ? : oy _ 
0 Piay is fairly strong this session | downtown round, Lofty $7,000.| wr) Neat $12,000 or near. Holds Tues.) was smash $32.000 or near. “s5:ch St Playih, he (250 
with newcomers and_ holdovers | Last week, $8,000. again. Last week, $14,000. In ahead, ‘Proud and Protane” $1.95-$1 50) ‘on fiz ie I: ee 
sharing attention. “Earth Vs. Fly- | inepococricnnaneaemannees | “Fox (20th) (2,250; 75-$1.45)— | (Par) (7th wk), $17,000. (6th wk). Fifth round ended Mon- 
1g Saucers” at Midland and *Mo- | ¢ 16, “King and I” (20th) (4th wk’. Re-| Baronet (Reade) (430: $1.25-| day (6) hit biz $7.200. Fourth was 
wk" at three Fox Midwest PROFANE’ PERKY 2 gal $28,000. Last week, $30,000. | $1.50/—“Secrets of Reef” (Indie) $7800. She — 
houses are big newcomers. Dick- ‘ ; Green Hill (Serena) (750; 75-|(3d wk). Intial holdover stana fin-| ; 
inson cireuit has gone in for an-| HUB: SLEEP $11 000 $1.25) (Closed on Sundays'!—‘Kid ished Monday (6) was great $9,000. | ¢ ) 
other of its first run combos in} ’ , for Two Farthings” (Indie’. Brisk | First week was $9,500. | Moby Boff at $15 000 
( both indoor and drive-in ae | Boston, Aug. 7. $4,000, Last week, ‘“Ladykillers” Capite! (Loew) (4.820: $1-$2.50 ‘ , 4 ’ 
with “Kiss Before Dying” and! Upswing at the b.o. continues, | (Cont) (14th wk), $3,000. —“Trapeze” (UA) (10th wk).. Ninth | 0 h ° B B 
Ghost Town.” “King and I” in! being sparked by cool, pleasant Mastbaum (SW) (4,370: 90-$1.49) |round ended Monday (6) was fair mana, oats angup 
n pee be week continues Seesees, | wertnes. Three new pix with stand-|—*Johnny Concho” (UA) (2d wk). | $16,000 after $18,000 in eighth ‘ ’ 
V ind “Eddy Duchin Storv” second | out being “Proud and Profane,” Pa : ites 80s) week, with run obviously sing $7 000 G Ok AG 
Ww week at the Roxy is fancy. “This| hotsy at Met. “Black Sleep” looks | (Continued on page <0 'forced awaiting Poses tat A mee . , - ay _ 
i Is Cinerama” continues unusually | fairly good at the Pilgrim and P ’ a =" and Peace” (Par) on Aug. 21. fa ; Omaha, Aug. 7. 
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~ More Skull Practice on Imports 





How Can Foreign Films Crash U.S. in a Time of 
Product ‘Shortage’? 


+ 





Foreign producers, who continue 
as anxious as ever to crash the U.S. 
market, also continue to get a good 
deal of conflicting advice on just 
where the payoff is hidden in their 
films when it comes to the Ameri- 
can audience. 

This advice is being listened to 
more avidly today in some coun- 
tries since the impression s'ill pre- 
vails—and is borne out by actual 
experience—that there now exists 
an unprecedented chance for im- 
ports in the U.S. theatres. 

It is true that it is perhaps as 
difficult as ever to break into the 
circuits with a foreign lingualer, 
but a great many indie situations 
which never before would have con- 
sidered playing an import are will- 
ing to give it a run for i’s money. 
And in some instances this spirit 
has paid off. 

A large number of exhibitors, 
when they give thought to the 
question, tend to feel that the fu- 
ture success of the foreign pix is 
tied up closely with the degree to 
which producers abroad are will- 
ing to make concessions to the spe- 
cific tastes of the American pa- 
trons. 

This line of reasoning holds that, 
if these producers can hit on a 
formula that combines what they 
do with what Americans expect 
from the screen, this deliberate 
slanting of treatment and subject 
matter would automatically result 
not only in better grosses but in 
wider bookings. 


E. D. Martin, board chairman of 
Theatre Owners of America, said 
on returning from Furope recent- 
ly that he had seen many fine, 
artistic pictures, but that, unless 
the Europeans learned to adapt 
themselves to the U. S. taste pat- 
tern, ‘‘these films are of little use 
to us.” 

A year ago, TOA issued a survey 
concerning British films, in which 
the exhib org made it plain that 
what was wrong with the British 
pictures was primarily that they 
weren't American enough. TOA put 
emphasis on “technique.” 

There are those, including a 
substantial number of indie im- 
porters, who feel that any Euro- 
pean leaning towards “Americani- 
zation” of the Continental product 
would be fatal. And, occasionally, 
an exhibitor will feel that way too. 
Harry Brandt, returning from Eur- 
ope last week, opined it was a big 
mistake to counsel Europeans to 
worry about the American angle. 
It’s the “typical” native produc- 
tions that will succeed in the U.S., 
he said. 


in this opinion he is joined by 
French director Jean Renoir who 
feels strongly that it’s a mistake 
for European producers to take 
American tastes into account. 
Observers feel that there’s prob- 
ably a way to resolve that double 
image. One solution—and it’s be- 
ing attempted more and more—is 
to dub films that have been suc- 
cessful in the art houses, provided 
(Continued on page 16) 


_- 


FRANCE JOGS MEXICO 








ON ‘RIFIFY BANNING. 


Mexico City, Aug. 7. 

France has asked Mexico to ex- | 
plain the banning of “Rififi’ fol- 
lowing a hugely successfu] run of 
31 weeks at a single theatre here. 
The French expressed amazement, 


particularly following the recent | 
Franco-Mexican film pact cover: | 
ing exhibition and coproduction. 
“Rififi? not only ran for 31 
weeks at Cinex Prado but also 
have successful runs at Guadala- 


jara and at Vera Cruz. The Mex- 
ican Interior Ministry pointed to 
a rare crime in Mexico—bank recb- 
bery—recently committed here 
and noted that “Rififi’” wasn’t con- 
ducive to curbing crime. 


“Rififi” has a long sequence de- 
tailing a bank robbery. 


Congressman Jorge’ Ferretis, 
chairman of Mexico’s National 
Cinematographic Board, said that, 
in answering Paris, he would con- 
tend that the film pact didn't cover 
film censorship by either Republic 
and that Mexico holds that it’s up 
to each individual country to de- 
cide whether a picture is to be 
shown or not. 





Disney Stock 2-for-1 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Two-for-one split of out- 
standing stock of Walt Disney 
Productions has been voted 
by the Board of Directors. 
Action requires approval of 
California Corporation Com- 
missioner and a majority of 
the Disney stockholders. 
Application to commissioner 
will be made immediately. 








Air Conditioner Blows; 
Firemen Overcome; St. Loo 
House Shut for Fixing 


St. Louis, Aug. 7. 


Ten firemen and two employees 
of the 5,000-seater midtown Fox 
Theatre were overcome by refrig- 
erant gas fumes following an ex- 
plosion of a compressor pump in 
the theatre engine room last night 
(Monday). Some 900 customers 
were uninjured and made an 
exodus from the house in an or- 
derly fashion when ushers and the- 
atre attaches explained what had 
happened. 


About 20 firemén were given 
emergency treatment at the scene. 


One of the most seriously injured | in 


is Haber L. Rowman, theatre en- 
gineer who suffered a broken left 
arm and a head laceration in ad- 
dition to gas inhalation. 


The house will be closed for 
several days until repairs are 
made according to James Arthur, 
manager. Current film was “Away 
All Boats.” 





Foresee Profit on Roxy 


Deal With Rockefeller 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 


National Theatres’ nine-month 


net was $1,3787,974, or 5lc a share 


on 2,699,486 shares of common out- 
standing, prexy Elmer C. Rhoden 
disclosed in a report to the stock- 
holders. Gross income for the pe- 
riod was $42,656,463. In the same 
period a year ago, gross was $45,- 
043,063 and net $1,768,490, or 64c 
a share on 2,769,486 shares out- 
standing, 


Net for the quarter ended June 
23, was $455,168, or 17¢c a share, 


compared with $487,941, or 18c a | 


share, for the same 13-week period 
in 1955. 

Circuit sold unproductive proper- 
ties during the nine months for a 
profit of $418,000. In the similar 
period last year such sales contrib- 
uted $180,000 to earnings. In the 


ilast three months, sale of such | 
properties added $216,000 to net 
incomes, compared with $163,000 
for the third quarter last year. 

Rhoden’s report pointed up the 
|ifact that figures for the nine 
months do not reflect the boxoffice 
potential for several recently re- 
leased films, which include “The 
King and I,” “Trapeze,” ‘Moby 
Dick” and “The Eddy Duchin 
Story.” 

An option agreement for the 
sale under a lease-back arrange- 


ment of the Roxy theatre in New 
York, reportedly to the Rockefel- 


| ler interests, will give the circuit | 


a sizeable capital gain if sale is 
completed, Rhoden stated. 

Plans for NT’s Cinemiracle, 
three-strip process, are progress- 
ing, Rhoden told stockholders. 


Japs Loyally Support 
Old, Want No New Stars, 
Reports Arthur Lubin 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Arthur Lubin, just returned 
| from four weéks in Japan to scout 
locations and complete shooting 
arrangements on RKO’s “Escapade 
in Japan,” which he’ll produce and 
direct, reports Nip film audiences 
are interested only in the old es- 


tablished stars and insist upon 
being loyal to them, 


No new faces are wanted in 
American pictures, according to 
Japanese exhibitors. 

Theatres in cities open at 9 a.m., 
and immediately long lines are 
, waiting to get into the house, 
mostly 3,000 and 4,000-seaters. 
Demand for American films is 
growing, Lubin says, and this ap- 
plies to small towns as well as with 
met oudiences. 


Lubin returns to Japan Aug. 26 
and will be followed by a Holly- 
wood troupe, including 75 crew- 





;men, four weeks later. Picture,’ 
_ which rolis Oct. 2 and will be 
completed in Japan, tees. off 


| RKO’s new foreign binge, in which 
| studio will make at least six pic- 
|tures abroad during the next six 
| months. 


| 





Briefs from Lots 








Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Rory Calhoun will play the lead 
“The Big Caper,’ by Martin 
Berkeley, for Pine-Thomas 


| Steve Forrest and Metro called off 
| the actor’s contract after a four- 
} year exclusive deal during which 
‘he starred in seven films ... Fred 
Sears will direct an as yet untitled 
“rock ’n’ roll” feature for Sam 
Katzman at Columbia .. . Richard 
Fitzgerald set for a character role 
in “Beau James” at Paramount... 
Security Pictures using former 
UCLA grid star Roy Jenson as a 
stunt man in “Men in War’... 
“Bangkok” will be Paul Gregory’s 
third production at RKO... Anna 
Maria Alberghetti and Ben Cooper 
| will co-star in “Duel at Apache 
| Wells” at Republic. 


Republic has John Lund and 
Doris Singleton for top roles in 
|“Affair in Reno”... Universal as- 
{signed Colleen Miller to play op- 
| posite Ray Danton in “The Night 
|Runner” ... Mary Costa of tele- 
|vision to make her screen debut 
in Pine-Thomas’ “The Big Caper,” 
opposite Rory Calhoun ... War- 
|ners will produce “The Story of 
ithe Lafayette Escadrille,”’ with 
| William A. Wellman, one of its 
|members, as writer and director 
|. .. Richard Landau to script “Voo- 
doo island’ for Bel Air Produc- 
|tions... Gregory Peck and Lauren 
Bacall team in Metro’s “Designing 
|Woman”... Eva Bartok with Dean 





Martin in Metro’s “10,000 Bed- 
rooms” . .. Broadway actor Dar- 
ren McGavin will be with Jerry 


Lewis in “The Delinquent.” 
Don Murray, E. C. Marshall, 


Jack Warden, Larry Blyden and | Eddie Knott who has just joined 
Phil Abbott set at Hecht-Lancas-|the first team. 


ter for roles in 


Party” 


Columbia renewed 
Foster’s player ticket . . 
Patrick obtained release 
Universal pact. . 
signed Abner Biberman as direc- 
itor of “Night Runher” ... Metro 
assigned Barbara Lang to a role 
in “Protection for a Tough Racket” 
. . With five films before the 
cameras, RKO postponed the start 
of “Underdog” until next winter 
. Emil Sitka snagged a role in 
“The Missing Witness” at Colum- 
bia ... Anne Francis drew a new 
player ticket at Metro... Anthony 
|Mann signed by U to direct “Night 
Passage.” 


from her 





“The Bachelor | highest priced grip department on 
Metro handed Gena | 


Rowlands a term player contract | wishes to take this opportunity to 


Rianne |thank both the cast and the crew 
. Cynthia | 


. Same studio as- | 


|of Independence to try to make 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Liberalized remittance policy of the German Government under a 
directive taking effect Aug. 15 aims to eliminate an anomaly within 
existing currency regulations. Here is how the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. explained the move to the member companies. 

“The primary reason for this new, drastic revision in the conduct 
of the business of our member companies by the Bank Deutscher 
Laender is accounted for by the fact that our earnings on this market 
during the last two years have really been an anomaly within existing 
currency regulations. Theoretically, the only source for liberalized 
capital D-Marks is the sale of German assets held by foreigners. 

“Since the liberalized D-Mark holdings of our member companies 
were derived from income and not from the sale of assets the position 
of the local member companies distorted the monetary controls of 
the Bank by providing an entirely unplanned and large source of 
liberalized capital D-Marks in money trading circles. It was to eli- 
minate this situation that prompted the Bank Deutscher Laender to 
take the new steps.” 

New operating licenses are being issued, granting the Americans 
privileges similar to those of the German distribution companies, 
After Aug. 15, local member cos. of the MPEA either deposit their 
liberalized capital D-Mark holdings in a new special liberalized D-Mark 
account, or else they can leave the ho!dings on the old accounts, with 
the marks automatically converted to “Inland” marks. 





Although it’s endorsed by the ad-pub committee of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, the plan calling for a junket of some 300 news- 
papermen to the Coast as a press relations gimmick already appears 
headed for scuttlings Even some promotion execs are against it and 
it’s regarded as a cinch that the company presidents, whose okay is 
required, will not uniformly approve. 

One big reason is this: The smaller companies fear the visiting 
fourth estators would give the play to the larger and more active and 
attractive lots such as Metro, 20th-Fox, Warners and Paramount. Yet, 
Columbia, Allied Artists, Republic and other members of the MPAA 
would have to share the costs. 

The projected program, as outlined, envisioned realms of copy flow- 
ing out of Hollywood during the junket to papers in all key cities 
throughout the country. But what good would this do us, reason the 
less elaborate outfits, if the majors get all the attention? 

Another stumbling block now being talked about centers on how 
to hold the 300 scribes to any kind of schedule. Chances are many 
of those who would be selected would be newcomers to the Coast and 
want to onceover much more territory than the picture business. 


Some execs simply don’t want to pick up the check if the reporters 
report on non-film matters. 


Daily Bulletins Tease-Pepped Crew 


George Justin at Fox Studio Chants: ‘Keep ’Em In 
The East by Keeping the Budget Down’ 











“Twelve Angry Men” wound up 
shooting at Fox Movietone in New 
York last week and all members of 
the company doubtless will hold 
fond memories of the daily bul- 
letins posted by George Justin, pro- 
duction supervisor, who signed 
himself, “The coach.” Herewith, 
some of the communiques— 

1. ALLEGAROO. 

2. Remember, men, we are not 
doing “Gone With the Wind.” We 
are doing a very fine, sensitive, 
beautiful, highly dramatic, VERY 
LOW BUDGET picture. Let’s get 
in there and knock off lots of 
scenes today. 

3. Although it is true that there 
are 322 days Jeft to Christmas, it 
is most assuredly not true that 
there are that many days left to 


heavenly music to 
scenes tick-tocking off. 

10. Gentlemen: We are about to 
begin our rain sequence .. . Let’s 
all put on our galoshes and heavy 
duty stormgear and into our doge- 
sleds and away we go. Neither 
wind nor rain nor icy skies shall 
keep our 12 Angry Postmen from 
their Low Budget goal. Mush] 
Mush! 

11. Today shall be known as Let 
Us Be Careful Day. Now that we 
have worked ‘all ef gou noble war- 
riors into a screaming frenzy and 
you are driving relentlessly one- 
ward toward an On Schedule, Low 
Budget, Keep ’em in the East, Tick 
Tock, God Save the King, Vive La 
France goal... we ask you, nay, 
we command you to pause in your 


hear those 


make this picture (just in case any | frenzied, frenetic fervor ... To- 
of youse are under the illusion that | @a4y is Friday the 13th, men. Let 
this is a life-time job). KEEP ’EM | US be careful. But, for God’s love, 


IN THE EAST. 
4. A nice loud ALLEGAROO for 


not too careful. Onward! 

12. Big brother hopes you en- 
joyed your well deserved weeke 
end . .. Incidentally, since our 
schedule officially ends on Friday, 
we know, in your heart of hearts, 
you will VOLUNTEER your serve 
ices should we not finish on time, 
We are sincerely grateful ... we 
accept this very touching gesture, 

13. Attention cinematographers 
and special effects prop men, 
Please, fellas, we are not making 
a documentary on “How Rain 
Heats Down Windows with Elece 
tric Fans.” It’s just supposed to 
be a little old New York thundere 
storm .,. not “Way Down Upon 
the Swanee River.” . .. Man the 
windshield wipers, men, full speed 
ahead. 

14. Special note to our artiste 


We now have the 


both coasts. The management 


members (some of whom are very 
fine actors in their own right) for 
a brilliant performance this past 
week. Congratulations and keep 
up the good work, men. It’s just 
possible that some of you may be 
getting your varsity letters be- 
fore too long. 

5. Yesterday was a bad day at 
Black Gulch, men... not very 
many scenes tick-tocked off. There- 
fore, we’ve got to work on the Day 


up some time. We know that you 
all detest the idea of overtime pay, 





Cameramen’s Unions Double Wages 


‘End as a Man’ Shooting in Florida (Under Chi 
Jurisdiction) Must Pay Idle Standbys 


Labor practice of standby per- | 
sonnel on the production payroll 
has independent producer Sam 
Spiegel doing a burn. In New York 
rover the past week, he blasted 
cameramen’s locals of the J.A.T.S.E. 
for what he terms injustices against 
film-makers which also have the 
effect of hurting members of the 


four with him from the film capi- 
tal. Under the union regulations, 
however, he had to pay equal sal- 
aries to the cameramen’s unit in 
Chicago, which has _ jurisdiction 
over Florida. 

Meaning a double payoff for 
high-priced craftsmen. But in ad- 
dition to this, said Spiegel, the 
union itself. Hollywood men who do the full 

Now shooting “End As A Man’ | day’s work have the beef that oth- 
in Florida, Spiegel said he wanted | ers are being paid as well for their 
Hollywood-hep lensmen and took’ labors, 














but please force yourself to accept 
it. Now, get out and give your all 
today. Damn the torpedoes... 
Full Speed Ahead. 

6. Let us all consider this day 
Inspiration Day. Let us stand be- 
hind our leader, Mr. Lumet. Let 
us help him carry the ball onward 
to a brilliant, artistic, LOW BUDG- 
ET victory. - 

7. Yesterday certainly was not 
Inspiration Day. On the contrary, 
it turned out to be Drag Your A— 
Day. The coach is mad. 

8. Gentlemen: This marks the 
half way point in our glorious ad- 
venture together ... Push dem 
dollies. Tote dem lights. Actors, 
dolly-men, cinematographers, we 
are all as one. God save the King. 
Keep ’em in the East. 

9. Yesterday was another Blue 
Ribbon, a Number One, Grand 
Prix, Vive La France Day. What 





thespians: Please, gentlemen, there 
is too much frivolity on the set, 
The coach insists upon the proper 
discipline. You’re setting a bad exe 
ample for our serious, hard-worke 
ing, trustworthy, loyal, helpful, 
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, 
cheerful thrifty, brave, clean and 
reverent Keep ‘em in the East 
crew. 

15. Hickory Dickory Dock , , » 
how those scenes went ticketye 
tock! Congratulations ye conquers 
ing heroes, ye men of steel, ye 
knights of the low budget lullaby 
to American jurisprudence. 

16. Note to Mr. Lumet and the 
creative department: Create! 
Spare no horses! We don’t care 
what it costs as long as it costs 
less. Onward. 

“Angry Men,” courtroom drama 
being directed by Sidney Lumet, is 
a joint Henry Fonda-Reginald Rose 
production, 
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NEW YORK’S INDUSTRIAL PIC BOOM 


Medicine, Religion, Welfare, Education, Sports Dominate Along With Straight Sell at Dynamic 








a By ROBERT J. LANDRY = 


























Industrial films is a business of uncertain dimensions 
and of vague-to-disappearing elements. There may be 6,000 
such companies in the U.S. It is commonly said that New 
York City has about 300 industrial film companies but a 
recent Young & Rubicam census enumerated 414. How 
many of the companies (whatever their number) have their 
own studios and permanent staffs and how many are more 
than 10 years, or even more than three years old, remain 
unresearched questions. 

Nonetheless, there is no doubt that, overall, the in- 
dustrial film industry is booming in New York. An ex- 
ample of growth enterprise in the area is Dynamic Films 
Inc., Which operates in a former telephone building on the 
upper west side of Manhattan. Its studio space is being 
tripled in the near future but meanwhile all facilities are 
contracted into,mid-December. 

What s‘rikes the trade observer in a visit to the Dynamic 
quarters is the staggering work-load carried by a per- 
manent staff of about 35 plus daily augmentation of actors 
and others as needed. In 1955, the company produced the 
equivalent of 150 Hollywood reels and this year will double 
ov better that total. As of this week, chief film editor 
Irving Oshman (there are six editors, four assistants, two 
apprentices) has a backlog of 15 completed negatives wait- 
ing to be cut and the sound engineer, Jim Townsend, is also 
doing the one-armed paperhanger bit. 

New York's industrial film ‘boom” by and large is a re- 
flection of television’s influence, and Dynamic has been 
active in that field for some years. Following the death of 
Henry Morley, a motion picture equipment (J. A. Maurer 
Co.) executive who co-founded the studios, the telepix and 
advertising sales chief is Cy Pitts who was a client of 
Dynamic prior to becoming an employe. 





Runs the Gamut | 





Dynamic is one of the few industrial companies to run 
the gamut, producing some series (per the Monty Wooley 
show) on its own initiative and peddling the finished film, 
although mainly engaged in contract work. A run down of 
the type of clients for which Dynamic (and, of course, 
other New York industrial companies) make film now- 
adays is the best way to present a panoramic concept of 
current utilization of the medium. During 1956 Dynamic 
has rolled productions for: 


Anahist (the common cold) 

Episcopal Church (its chaplaincy, its seminary) 
Purolator Products (filtration) 

Executive Furniture Guild 

Champion Spark Plug 

Ford Foundation 

Equitable Life (old age problems) 
Presbyterian Church (missions) 

Methodist Church (missions) 

National Coffee Assn. (office coffee breaks) 





Upholstering Leather Group 
Bulova Watch 
Ford Motors 


Since the great success of ‘‘Martin Luther,” there has 
been an upsurge in churech-sponsored films. Much of this 
work has been done in Hollywood but Manhattan has 
reaped its share. Social welfare bodies and associations 
dedicated to given diseases are also well represented on 
the industrial film shooting schedules of the present day. 
tecent contracts at Dynamic included Muscular Dystrophy 
Assn., Heart Assn., Cincinnati Children’s Hospital and 
American Leprosy Commission. 

Co-founder and driving force at Dynamic is Nathan 
Zucker, a brother of the one-time 20th-Fox executive who 
now practices law on the coast. Zucker came out otf Yale 
about the time Thurman Arnold’s activities were in the 
headlines. Appiying for a job at the Theatre Guild, he 
was rejected by the interviewing official (from Harvard) 
on the grounds that Yale was a nest of radicals. Drift- 
ing to an employment agency where, unable to describe 
himself satisfactorily, he was told “you sound like a 
writer.” And that was how he indirectly got to be an 
audio-visual writer for Bendix Aircraft. He set up Dy- 
namic Films in 1946. 





Three Staff Directors | 





Dynamic has three staff directors and believes that an 
industrial studio does best to rely upon people all attuned 
to the same production practices and attitudes. The three 
are Zucker, Lee Bobker and Lester Becker. Bobker’s 
credits: 35 script jobs, 20 editing jobs, 50 directorial 
credits. Becker returned to New York only last week 
from a four-month visit to Japan, Hong Kong and Korea 
where he shot footage for the Protestant Council. 

School-aimed films continue on the upbeat. 
has sometimes operated under contract to foundations, 
sometimes has produced freelance. Typical of series in 
this category were political party lectures, “Hats in the 
Ring,” and a literary series emceed by drama critic Wal- 
ter Kerr of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, ‘‘Writers of Today.” 
Operlogues for youngsters is another in the educational 
output. 


| Track of Gold | 


Dynamic has specialized for the past five years in 
“making something” of the Decoration Day 500-mile 
races at Indianapolis and has always succeeded in dis- 
posing of its final cut print to some manufacturer of 
auto parts. This year, Dynamic had seven cameramen in 
Indianapolis, some for four weeks, to shoot over 50,000 
feet of film. Chief editor Oshman is at the moment cull- 
ing two entirely separate subjects of 1,000 feet each. 
One version will have a novelty sound track in the form 
of a special hillbilly-like folk cantata by Ed McCurdy. 


Dynamic 








That Dynamic is able to dig gold out of the Indi- 
anapolis event is the more significant in the light of the 
fact that this is easily the most-photographed sports 
event of any year. Counting still cameramen there were 
fully 1,000 photographers on the premises this year. 

Because some sponsors of special motion pictures don’t 
know what to do with them after they're finished, Dynamic 
also has its own booker, Helen Kristt, and derives a profit 
from distribution. 





Ethical Medical Films | 





A newcomer to Dynamic may be the “dean” of medical 
film producers. He is Sol S. Feuerman. Forced out of 
medical school by ill health, he later worked in Holly- 
wood. Then he combined his knowledge of medical 
matters and film and has about 25 years experience in 
the highly specialized work of producing ethical subjects 
for medical school, hospital and county and slate medical 
societies. Nearly all the principal M.D. groups starting 
with the American Medical Assn. itself have extensive 
catalogs of motion pictures. Such films typically range 
from $20,000 to $50,000 although examples of costs going 
way beyond the latter figure are not uncommon. 

Nearly all the leading ethical pharmaceutical manu- 
facturers (Lilly, Parke Davis, Lederle, et al,) make from 
one to four medical films annually. Descriptive and in- 
structional by nature, such film averages 40° cartoon 
animation. Films are wholly free of direct trademark or 
commercial sell, credit being confined to a single a‘tribu- 
tion on the main title. A straight scientific approach is 
essential. 

Feuerman has also produced medical films for the 
layman, notably the “Arteriosclerosis” study which “Om- 
nibus” televized. 

Medical films are booked well in advance. No fee other 
than return postage is required. A print generally gets 
about three showings a month. Some subject matter may 
be in particular demand, necessitating up to 300 prints, 
as with Feuerman’s still-circulating-after-15-years film on 
gynecology. Doctors usually prefer films not to run over 
half an hour but new surgical techniques (invariably 
photographed, though not always sponsored) may take 
more running time than a “War and Peace” or a ‘“‘I'en 
Commandments.” 

al - ‘ . . © 
| Strictly ‘Straight a | 

Siudio boss Nat Zucker is zealous that any and all 
purposeful films be first of all entertaining but he con- 
fesses that as yet he had never discovered a client who 
was daring enough to use humor. “And yet some com- 
mercial and professional messages fairly cry out for the 
humorous treatment.” 

He sighed and added, “We're still hopeful. After 11 
years in this business, hopefulness is a perpetual state 
of mind.” 




















vying up was done based on the formula. 


While three companies actually gave up one permit each, the 
They are Warner 
Bros. and RKO. Under the formula, no distributor can drop more 


final tally showed that only two lost permits. 


than one license in any given year. 


‘Japanese Permits Tabulated 


Motion Picture Export Assn.’s global formula for the division 
of licenses got its first practical application last week when the 
division of the Japanese permits for 1956-37 was disclosed. Div- 


By FRED HIFT 


problem, i.e., the more adequate 





DAVIS-LOPERT SEEK ‘EXPANSION’ PLAN; 
OTHER ANGLES RE FRENCH IN US. 


product would have to agree to) the other hand, is expected in New 


New attempt to tackle an old release via the “approved” ex-| York in September for the Theatre 
changes, Owners of America convention and 


at that time will huddle with the 


Formula division saw Paramount also give up a license. 


How- 


ever, Par regained one via a bonus permit for “Rose Tattoo.” 
And Columbia came out on top of everyone since it gained one 


permit under the formula and 
*Pienic.” 


another via a bonus issue for 


The Japanese issue bonus licenses for films considered of cul- 


tural and educational value. 


Following is the 1956-57 standing of the companies in Japan, 


Comparable figures for 
tists—4 (3); Columbia—10 (9); 


1955-56 are in brackets: 
Loew’s—16 (16); 


Allied Ar- 
Paramount—15 


(16+; RKO—9 (10); Republic—6 (6); 20th-Fox—13 (13); United Ar- 
tists—6 (5); Universal—10 (10), and Warner Bros.—13 (14), 





— 
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44 Vote in 5 Years, 
Sunday Films Win 


In Jackson, Tenn. 


Jackson; Tenn., Aug. °7. 





nday films won finally on the 
third referendum vote in five | 
years. Some 3,604 voted for Sab- 
bath flickers, and 3,333 against— 
§ favorable margin of 271. Vote 
Was last Thursday. 

Resultantly the two local cinemas 
Wil begin operating Sundays Aug. 
12. Matinee will be 1-6, then a 
break until 9 p.m. The staggered 
‘ours are to protect churches 
4gainst film competition. 

Sunday films lost by 18 votes in 
1951 and by 515 votes in 1952. 
This year a number of clergymen 
Sided with the showmen against the 
‘!Sorous opposition of other di- 
Vines. Pro-film forces included 
Jackson Chamber of Commerce, 
plus the Junior Chamber and the 
Presidents of three banks. Com- 
mercial interests considered oper- 
ation of downtown film parlors as 


} ‘ 
ncalthy for the business commu- 





ROY HAINES’ EPAULETS 





Also New WB Status for Bernard 
R, Goodman 


Roy Haines, Warner Bros, gen- 
eral sales manager, has been elect- 
ed president of Warner Bros, Pic- 
tures Distributing Corp. 

Warner board at the same time 
elected Bernard R. Goodman vice- 
president of the distributing cor- 
poration in charge of domestic op- 
erations. Goodman is WB coordi- 


| nator of field sales activities. He 


was also elected a v.p. of Ace Film 
Labs and Film Cellulose Inc., two 
WB subsids. 

Goodman joined Warners in 
1929 in the homeoffice ad-pub de- 
partment, In 1946 he was named 
supervisor of the company’s branch 
operations, and in 1954 he became 
field sales coordinator, 





Alex Harrison in Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 7. 

General Sales Manager Alex 
Harrison held a two-day sales meet- 
ing for some 50 20th-Fox reps here 
last week, gave them a- hopeful 
picture on future product. 

In attendance were salesmen 
from Portland, Seattle, Denver, 
Salt Lake City, Los Angeles and 
Frisco. 





| 


distribution in the U. S. of French 
films, is in its embryonic stages in 
New York via talks between Rich- 
ard Davis and Ilya Lopert. 

Duo has been huddling exten- 
sively with a view to exploring the 





Impression in N. Y. is that such 
a project has no chance whatever. 
Nor is it planned to give any fixed 
product guarantee to the Davis- 
Lopert group if it goes into busi- 
ness. At the same time, the 


possibilities of an exchange setup French have apparently set aside 
that would cover the country and /| coin for the purpose of encourag- 
might 2 serve as a major release ing better distribution in the vu. Ss. 
channe! primarily for the French | and the possibility remains that 
| they may put it to some use. 


product. 


If the discussions bear fruit, it’s | 


likely that such a setup would be 
guaranteed product in one form 
or another, being backed—but not 
‘necessarily with money—via the 
French producers and the govern- 
ment. 

Lopert said this week he had 
worked out a rough plan for some- 
thing of a. United Artists of indie 
distribs, but stressed it would have 
to be open to all comers; in fact, 


| 


Davis and Lopert 


iN. Y. Jast week with two French 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|Maternati, in 
sounding out the other indies for | 
their views and, in the near future, | 


producers, George Loureau 
Henry Deutschmeister. They’ve 
also had extensive discussions with 
Josef Maternati who heads up the 
French Film Office in the U. S. 
turn, continues 


| may convene a meeting in an at- 


would have to take .in all impor- | 


tant indies to assure a steady sup- 
ply of product. He expects to dis- 
cuss the idea in Paris with Jean 
Goldwurm of Times Films. Lopert 
stressed the importance of Davis 
in the field. 

It is almost certain, 
that a Davis-Lopert solo would 
not get the support of the other 
independents in the field, all of 
whom claim to have adequate re- 
leasing arrangements for their 
product. There is nothing, on the 
other hand, to prevent the French 
government from giving certain 


however, 


support to a group which it con- | 


siders to have the potential to 
bring French pix into wider cir- 
culation. 

Jacques Flaud of the Centre 
National du Cinematografie is on 


the French would have given a| 


financial assist’ to a select group of 





regional distributors who would | 
have handled French pictures. | 
American indies 


| vesting in “Richard III.” 
vet in the foreign film distribution | 


tempt to hash out the issue. 


Asked to comment on French film | 
| distribution in the U. 


wisdom of a combined move, Lou- 
reau said to had “no opinion.” 
Off to Europe 


Davis owns the Fine Arts Thea- | 
the Zieg- | 


tre in New York and 
feld in Chicago and is on the prow! 
for more. He’s also in distribution 
via United Motion Picture Organi- 
zation and within the past year has 
handled some of the top French 
product, including the very success- 
ful “Diaboligque.” Lopert also is a 
producer and exhibitor and has 
indicated plans to return to distri- 
bution. He made “Summertime” 
and was associated with Sir Lau- 
rence Olivier, Korda and City In- 
He’s a 


biz. 
record as desiring improvements. | 
Flaud is behind a plan under which | 


buying Frenchjat Venice and in Paris. 


Confirming his talks with Lopert, 
Davis last week stressed that noth- 
ing had jelled. “It’s all still in 
the talking stages,” he said. Davis 
leaves for Europe Aug, 15 and is 
expected to continue discussions 
Flaud, on 


huddled in | 


and | 


S. and the | 


indies on the question of distri- 
bution. 

Maternati stated last week that 
he was continuing to explore the 
question of distribution. ‘‘We know 
what we want, but we haven't hit 
on the right formula yet,” he de- 
clared. He had no comment on 
the question of the extent to which 
the French Government could 
| throw its support to a single group 
in the U. S., even if this group 
| were trying to achieve the aims 
outlined by Flaud. 








Fewer Exchanges 


Trend Developing 


In Britain, Too 


London, Aug. 7 
As part of a general economy 
campaign, major distributors in 
Britain are mulling a proposition 
to streamline their operation. 
Already under consideration is 
a project to shutter exchanges in 


secondary areas. Liverpool is be- 
ing tipped as the first city which 
|may be affected, and, presumably, 
ithe territory would be covered 
|from the nearby Manchester ex- 
| changes. 

It is known that several of the 
; majors already tavor the idea, but 
others are uncertain. The saving, 
; they argue, would probably be very 
; small as it would be essential to 


| retain some salesmen to cover the 
' tefritory. 

| The matter has been discussed 
' secretly in the council chamber of 
joe Kinematograph Renters Socie- 
ty. 
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Int'l Federation Pix Prods. Cracks 
Down on Fly-by-Night Film Fests 


London, Aug. 7. 


Future applications for recogni- 
tion of international film festivals 
will be considered by the Interna- 
tional Federation of Film Produ- 
cers Assn, according to the treat- 
ment meted out to foreign films 
within the country concerned. So 
it was decided at a recent meeting 
which wound IFFPA’s annual as- 
sembly here. 7 

Frowning on past instances 
where a few fests hd been organ- 
ized without prior reference to 
the international body, the Federa- 
tion agreed a resolution that future 
festivals which are organized with- 
out permission will not be given 
support from producer associations 
within Federation membership and 
no individual members shall enter 
any pictures. 

The meeting also opposed the 
efforts of the International Labor 
Office to draw up a convention re- 
gading copyright and _ neighbor 
rights on the grounds that it was 
not the competent body to do so. 
The IFFPA decided not to partici- 
pate in any conferences on this 
subject other than those convened 
by the Berne Copyright Union and 
Unesco. 

To give greater effect to the 1954 
Locarno affirmation aimed at com- 
plete freedom in the international 
barter of films, a resolution was 
passed empowering the JFFPA to 
take “useful measures in so far as 
they are compatible with the inter- 
ests of the member associations 
and with their national laws.” 


Mex Producers, Studio 


Workers, Govt. in Drive 
To Boost Film Prod. 


Mexico City, July 31. 
In a special meeting last week, 
attended by Eduardo Garduno, di- 





rector of local semi-government 
controlled Banco Cinematografica, 
Jerge Ferretis, government film 


supervisor as well as officers and 
members of all film technicians, 


actors and allied film craft groups | 


here the problem of the decreas- 
ing number .of films produced an- 
nually here was’ discussed 
length. Ferretis told the 
the government and the film in- 
dustry would welcome any addi- 
tional financing either from within 
or from outside banking sources. 
This also would hold true, he ex- 
plained, for any group wishing to 
distribute locally-made 
Garduno, in a followup statement. 


workers 


made it clear that the bank was 
in complete agreement with Fer- 
retis and also saw the need for 
increasing production. He pointed 
out, however, that the quality must 
also improve along with quantity. 

Felipe Palomino, general secre- 
tary of the workers organization 


(STPCM) then countered by claim- 


ing that 50° of Mex film workers 
were idle at this time and that 
the technicians organization would 
have to produce its own films if | 
these members were to exist. It 
was agreed by everybody that a 
minimum of 90 pix per year was 


necessary to keep the local indus- 
try on its feet but as to where the 
financing was to come from was 
not explained. 

Following the confab. a group 
of 10 top producers met with the 


unions’ upper echelon in further | 
huddles during which each mem- 
ber of the producers group agreed 
to put up $16,000 and also to pro- 
duce no less than one extra film 
per vear for the new outfit It 
was pointed out that with this aid 
and with assistance from the Banco 
Cinematografica, there would be 
no further need for the unions’ 
own production outfit Alianza 
Cinematografica 


Britain’s Queen Plans 

To See ‘Invitation’ 

London, Aug. 7. 

Queen has chosen to 
Metro's “Invitation to Dance” at 
the Edinburgh Film Festival on 
Aug. 20. This Technicolor produc- 
tion of Metro’s Elstree Studios 
took a top place at the Berlin Film 
Festival this year. 

She also has asked to see “Fes- 
tival in Edinburgh,” a color short 
of a previous fest and “The Magic 
Lamp,” (M-G), lensed in Holly- 
wood. 


The 











at | 
| better than fair results, 








product. | 


| lie, 


| ganization 
announced it will run Aug. 6-Sept. | 


see | 





vv 


Toss Out Archive Filing 


London, Aug. 7. 
A proposed move which would 


'make obligatory by law the de- | 
| positing of every film shown in| 


Britain in the National Archive 


i'was thrown out in the committee 


stage of the Copyright Bill in Par- 
liament on Tuesday (31). 

Had the clause gone through, it 
would have meant individual dis- 
tribs footing the cost of the filed 
copy, and, in cases of default, the 
meeting of the fine. Opposing the 
idea, Derek Walker-Smith, Par- 
liamentary Secretary of the Board 
of Trade, said there was strong ob- 
jection to it from the film industry, 
and presidents of both British 
Film Producers Assn. and Kine- 
matograph Renters Society had 
made a joint protest. Their note 
had pointed otu that at the pres- 
ent time suitable copies of films 
for deposit were selected by the 
distribs for presentation to the 
Archive when the number of 
copies became greater than the 
demand. 


Yank Films Stil 


Tops in Berlin 


Berlin, Aug. 1. 


Despite strong German competi- 
tion, U. S. films continue playing 





first fiddle in this city’s Kurfuer- 
stendamm (preem house) area. 
Currently, six out of 14 preem 


houses are showing Hollywood pix 
as against five cinemas with do- 
mestic pix. Two French films and 
one British feature complete cur- 


rent film schedule. 


Of the new American crop, the 
most crix praise went to “My 


Sister Eileen” (Col) at Filmbuehne | 


Wien. ‘23 Paces to 
(20th), one of U. S. entries at the 
recent Berlin film fete, was 
preemed at Delphi and Titania Pal- 
and 


Baker St.” 


ast, received quite good re- 
views. “The Kentuckian” (UA) | 
played day-date at Filmtheatre| 
Berlin and Metropol with slightly 


Capitol is 
currently showing a number of 
’Scope reissues, including ‘Seven 


| Year Itch,” “River Of No Return” 
|and “How to Marry a Millionaire” 
| (all 20th-Fox), with okay results. 


A number of award-winning Ger- 
man pix are now on release. ‘Be- 
fore Sundown,” winner of recent 
film festival, as voted by the pub- 
is a big hit at Gloria Palast 
The Studio is still playing “Devil 
In Silk,’ an oldie wita which Lilli 
Palmer won the Federal award for 
best acting. 


‘GREECE READIES ITS 


2D ANNUAL FESTIVAL 


Athens, July 31. 

Greece has joined other coun- 
tries in the festival business, with 
the main object to attract tourists 
and project local talent and cul- 
tural achievements abroad. The 
minister responsible for the or- 
of this year’s fest has 


29, being the second to be held. 


Prospects this year are not great 


because of reports spread abroad 
that things are not 


But 
the 
showed a 


situation. 
propaganda 
SISLS 


despite this bad 
number of tour- 
increase in 
recent months which brought in 
$1,200,000 more than the corre- 
sponding period last year. 

The main organizations 
ticipate in this year’s fest 
Greek National Theatre, 


1} 
Sthiall 


to par- 
are tne 
the State 


{Symphony Orchestra and the Lyric 


Scene (the Greek Opera) 


normal in this | 
country as a result of the Cyprus | 


| Warns Brit. Lion May 


Go on Hand-to-Mouth 


London, Aug. 7. 
A warning that starting in No- 
vember British Lion Studios might 
have to live on a “hand-to-mouth” 
was given by Harold C. 


| 


| 


| basis, 


| Drayton, chairman, at the annual | 
| meeting, - 


Factors. giving rise to his pes- 
simism, he explained, involved the 
‘trend towards smaller _ pictur@s 
|which in turn produced smaller 
rentals, a slowing of new produc- 
\tion, and increasing wage de- 
|mands. With a falling off in tv 
'film productions, there would be 
'space available at the studios. 
|Profit for the year ended last 
| March totalled $439,000. 





Aussie Sponsors 


Prefer U.S. Faves 
In Advent of TV 


Sydney, July 31. 
More excitement here presently 
over the advent of television than 
the arrival of the first Yankee 
khaki-clad in those World War 
II days. * 


Station TCN, operated by the 
powerful Frank Packer newspaper 
group, sprung a surprise on com- 
petitors by telecasting a series of 
slides July 13 on a tryout. Next 
week TCN will try documentary 
pix prior to regular program setup 
timed for the second week in Sep- 
tember. 


Top programs under the TCN 
banner include “I Love Lucy,” 
“Disneyland,” ‘“‘Hopalong Cassidy,” 
“Robin Hood,” “Keith Miller 
Show,” “Rin Tin Tin,’ ‘San Fran- 
cisco Beat,” “All Star Playhouse,” 
/“Count of Monte Cristo,” “Father 
| Knows Best.” 
| TCN reports heavy sponsor sell- 
ing for the major U. S. shows, plus 
British and homebrew stanzas. 
Check shows that tv sets are find- 
ing a ready sale Down Under de- 
|spite the $500 price tag. Three 








other commercial stations are fig- | 


uring on an October-November 
| start, with the two non-commercials 
|operated by the Australian Broad- 
casting Commission bidding around 
this time span. 

TCN executives are presently— 
as are other top tvers—scouring 
the U. S. for additional programs. 
Those U. S. agencies should cop a 
wad of coin out of this territory 
before year’s end. 





Jap Cinema Centres 
| In N.Y. and Paris Keyed 
To Foreign Pix Take 


Tokyo, July 31. 

The Japanese government, en- 
thused by last year’s addition to 
the national treasury of some 
$2,000,000 in foreign currency 
earned through export of native 
films, plans two strong moves to 
increase the take in the future. 

The Ministry of International 
Trade & Industry has announced 
it will establish Japanese Cinema 
Centres in New York and Paris 
next year at a cost of $160,000. 
MITI has already allocated a fund 
of $3,000 for small-scale Japanese 
film exhibitions in both cities dur- 
ing the current year. 


Cohen-Twitchell’s Entry 


London, July 31. 








Alexander H. Cohen, with his 
associate Arthur C. Twitchell, is 
due here next week to cast an 


American production 
Ginsbury’s “The First Gentleman.” 
Tyrone Guthrie has been inked as 
stager, 

While in London they also aim 
to arrange a West End production 
for Alfred Drake in Pirande!lo’s 
'“The Pleasure of Honesty.” 











Austria Big Film ‘Consumer’ 


Vienna, Aug. 7. 


Just how the population of lifle Austria—7,000,000 population— 


’ 


is able to ‘consume’ 
but nevertheless, it happened. 


June alone saw 52 pictures, as against 38 last year. 


270 pictures in a half year is a mystery, 


America 


led with 27 in June, a bit more than 50% of total and a slight 


increase. 


France is second, beating West Germany ten to seven. Rank 
of Britain dropped to two releases. 





/Yugoslav Film Producers 
| states. 





|nounced that 


of Norman | 





With Bars Down, Flood of Imported — 
Pix Hits Argentine; Over 566 This Yr. 





Yugo’s Pix Biz Boom 


Belgrade, July 30. 

Postwar Yugoslavia increased 
the number of film theatres three 
times compared with the pre-war 
time, while attendance has _in- 
creased approximately by five 
times, an official statistic of the 
Assn. 
During 1955, 96,362,000 
Yugoslavs saw mostly foreign 
features, while that number is 1939 
was only 20.000000. 

During the passed five years 
Yugoslavia had shown 604 foreign 
and 42 domestic feature films be- 
side those imported on exchange 
basis and those produced in copro- 
duction with various foreign film 
producers. CinemaScope, Vista- 
Vision and other new film tech- 
niques are known here. 

The Yugoslav-produced films, in 
the course of the last two years, 
have been shown on all continents, 
except Australia, according to Jo- 
van Ruzic, secretary of Yugo fam 
producing society. 


UFA’s Wiesbaden 
Studios Sold 


Wiesbaden, July 31. 
Last of the UFA monopoly of 





‘film production, distribution and 
|exhibition has gone under the auc- 


tioneer’s block, with the sale here 
of the UFA film production stu- 
dios “Unter den Eichen” (Under 
the Oaks) to a group comprised of 
Taunus Films and Mosaic Films. 


(Mosaic was one of the unsuccess- | film-theatre 
‘ful bidders for the recently-sold 





Buenos Aires, July 31. 

The number of releases which 
now are playing here is unprece- 
dented. After the niggardly im- 
port and release permit system of 
the 12-year Peron regime, the cur- 
rent freedom of importation adds 
up to an abundance which is al- 
most embarrassing. All the back- 
log of the past five years has to be 
released, as well as the latest 
material. 


It seems probable that 1956 will 
beat the 1947 high record of re- 
leases, which was 566, provided 
things go on as up to the present. 
Under Peron the figure went as 
low as 188. 


In the first six months of the year 
no less than 50 dimensional films 
were released, 39 in CinemaScope, 
eight in VistaVision and three in 
Superscope. U. S. material has 
been released in the greatest num- 
ber, of course, with 164 releases 
for the first semester, against 20 
native, 26 Italian, 12 Mexican, 11 
French, nine Russian, seven each 
Spanish and English, four German, 
two each Swedish and Austrian, 
and one each Czech, Japanese, 
Franco - Norwegian, Israeli and 
Swiss, 

For comparative purposes: last 
year there were only 196 American 
releases and 17 Italian. The French 
had only a total of 11 releases in 
1955 and already passed this in the 
first half of this year; the Rus- 
sians with eight last year, have 
also gone ahead. 

Native releases continue doing 
weak business and while exhibitors 
often comply with the Protection 
Law, they comfort their patrons by 
advance notices on the imported 
product they expect to show “next 
week.” 

The authorities are said to be 
contemplating stern measures to 
repress rampant speculation with 
stubs. Cases have 


| been reported of the SRO sign go- 


UFA production center at Berlin|ing up a few minutes after some 


and UFA theatre chain headquar- | boxoffices cpen. 
'tered at Dusseldorf). 


One of the stumbling blocks to 
other buyers in the Weisbaden en- 


'terprise was that Taunus had ear- 
\lier purchased from the City of | 
'Wiesbaden the ground on which | 
the studio is located, leaving only 
the 


the 
that 


properties of 
sale. The fact 


physical 
studios for 


| Taunus owned the ground prevent- 


ed heavy bidding from competi- 
tors, uninterested in the buildings 


| alone. 


The City of Wiesbaden and the 
UFA Liquidation Board has an- 
terms for 
ground and buildings have now 
been worked out with Taunus and 


| Mosaic. 


While 
is smaller than that of either UFA 
Bavaria or UFA Berlin studios, it 
considered significant in film 
circles here 
of the state of Hesse, in 
Wiesbaden is located, has been 
offering financial aid and loans to 
producers using the Wiesbaden 
studios, thus giving the spot a com- 


1S 


petitive angle vis-a-vis the larger 
studios. 
The studios in Wiesbaden are 


well known to Americans, N. Peter | 
Rathvon having filmed the Joseph 


Cotten-Eva Bartok 
cial Delivery,” 
release last 


starrer, ‘‘Spe- 


year. Zsa Zsa Gabor 


|also worked there last year in the 
{German film, 


“Ball of 
director 


Nations,” 
and American 
Brahm having used the site 
filming “The Golden Pest” 
Allianz release last year. 


in 





UFA Berlin’s First Program 
Frankfurt, July 31. 
The strong new group which has 
recently purchased the UFA 
dios in Tempelhof-Berlin has just 
announced its first 


ous branches of the organization. 
Herbert Tischendorf is overall 


manager, with Karl Emil Schulte 


as director of the UFA theatre 
chain and Kurt Hahne as director 
of production at the UFA studios. 
Helmut Meyer and Heinz Zimmer- 
mann are on the board of direc- 
tors. 

The first production program, 
for the 1957-58 season, will in- 
clude 18 German films to be made 
at the Berlin studios. The group 
is also actively seeking foreign in- 
terests who will produce films 
there. 


i the 
both the | 


| of 
the Wiesbaden property | 
| ta 
| Ressi, denouncing the Italian Na- 
| tional Dance Academy and its di- 
that the government | 
which | 


there for Columbia | 


Johannes | 
| males admitted to the 


for | 


stu- | 


production | 
schedule and given a definite an-} 
swer as to who will head the vari- | 





Sometimes this is 


because the _ ticketsellers them- 


selves hold back until patrons ante 
| up a private bonus for them, or be- 
|cause brokers are doing a record 


business. 





‘Tempest Over Italian 


Nat'l Dance Academy; 
Seek to Save Ballet 


Rome, July 31. 
A violent controversy has upset 
usually quiet Italian ballet 
world byhitting the front pages. 
A strongly worded letter signed by 
over 80 personalities in the fields 
ballet, theatre, films and the 
arts in general has been addressed 
Italian Minister of Education 


rectress, Jia Ruskaja, for _ its 
monopolistic methods and many 
other claimed faults. 

Principal objection voiced in the 
collective ‘‘plea to save Italian Bal- 
let” is that by a fluke of law, Miss 
Ruskaja has the right to approve 
or not every dance teacher in the 
country, thus controlling the sec- 
tor, since her dance academy is the 
only one of its kind in existence in 
this country. Letter further crit- 
icizes her methods of teaching, not- 
ing that since its creation (in 1940) 
no member of the Academy has 


|ever entered the professional ranks 


in any form whatsoever. Nor are 
Academy s$ 
dance classes. 


According to the petition, Miss 
Ruskaja’s methods are also unco! 
| stitutional, in that by presiding 
over a committee charged with 
handing out permits for private 
dance instructions, she _ virtually 
controls that sector as well. Thus 


she deprives citizens of their rights 
to freedom of instruction under 
the Italian constitution. 





Beatty Again at Venice Fest 
ome, Aug. 1. 

Official U. S. rep at the upcom- 
ing Venice Documentary and 
Children’s Film Fetes (Aug. 16-25) 
is Joseph Beatty, who held the 
same post last year during the fall 
event. 

List of Yank documentaries par- 
ticipating has not yet been an- 
nounced. Known that, among many 
others, Soviet Russia is entered in 
both the doc fete and the moppet 
event, with 17 pix in the former 
and two entries in the latter event. 
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2Oth’s biggest 
controversial 
money-makers! 


igger than 


“The Snake Pit’! 
“Gentlemans Agreement’! 
‘Pinky’! 


|Bigger than Jife’ 


COLOR by DE LUXE 


CinemaScopE IS another big one 
from 2Oth! 
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; *‘‘a first-rate thriller, like a peep show in a padded cell. It is superbly acted 
e by James Mason, hair-raisingly directed by Nicholas (Rebel Without a 
" Cause) Ray.’ . — from the August 6th issue of Time Magazine 
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Taplinger, Aide of Banker Semenenko, 
Heads Warner Bros. Ad-Publicity 


Robert S. 
the war has been primarily active 
in the public relations field, last 
week was elected vicepresident in 
charge of advertising and public 
relations for Warner Bros. Pictures 
Inc. 

The Warner board handed him 
a six-year contract with a mutual 
option to cancel at the end of three 
years. He starts on the job Oct. 1, 
but the contract runs as of Sept. 1. 
Taplinger takes over the position 


held for years by the late Mort | 


Biumenstock. 

For the past seven years, Tap- 
linger has been running his own 
press agency, and the contract 
allows him to continue to share in 
the agency’s profits. Plan is to 
merge it with another outfit and 
to continue operating. Taplinger 
said he had been assured that 
many of his current clients would 
continue with the merged setup. 

In his veepcy, Taplinger also 
will be eligible for the stock op- 
tion “incentive” plan which WB is 
working out for its execs. Price 
at which they’ll be able to pick up 
the shares hasn't been determined 
as yet. 

At Warners, Gil Golden will con- 
tinue as advertising manager and 
also will function as exec assistant 
to Taplinger. Larry Golob becomes 
national publicity director and 
Charles S. Steinberg is upped from 
assistant eastern publicity director 
to take the full title. William 
Hendricks heads the _ publieity 
dept. at the studio. 


Taplinger said it was his plan to! 
coordinate foreign publicity much | 


closer with the domestic setup. He 
left Saturday (4) for a threeweek 
trip to Europe on behalf of his 
agency. 

Golden is te maintain closer re- 


lations in the future with Ben Kal- | 


menson exec. vV.p., on company 
policy. 
Taplinger, whose appointment 


was rumored for some time, is 
friend and longtime associate 
Serge Semenenko, the WB 
chairman, whose group bought con- 
trol of Warners from the Warner 
brothers. Harry and Albert War- 
ner now are no longer active 
the company but continue on the 
board. 

No newcomer to the Warner set- 
up, Taplinger served as studio pub- 
licity chief for four years, from 
1937 through 1940. In his current 
position, he will devote fulltime to 


a 
of 


the job, operating from New York | 


headquarters. 

Taplinger was in radio 
early, joining Columbia when, in 
1928, William S. Paley assumed the 


web’s_ presidency In 1935, he} 
opened his own publicity office 
which was absorbed by WB two 
years later when Taplinger went | 
With the studio. Subsequently, | 
Taplinger became exec assistant to 
Harry Cohn at Columbia Pictures 
and a v.p. for Walter Wanger and 


Enterprise Productions. 

During World War II he served 
as an officer in the U. S. Navy 
the Industrial Incentive Division 
and later for the motion picture 
services, which he helped organize 


N. Y. Doubts 


meee CONtinued from page 7 





as long as the scheme is voluntary, | 


they can withdraw from it, as can 
any ot the other trade groups 
Making the Eady Fund statutory 
would leave the Americans no 
choice but to participate, come 
what may, and is seen depriving 
them of a good “talking point” in 
the future 

The other aspect of the Thorney 
croit plan that has I S. reps 
puzzled is his failure to refer to 


the controversy whipped by in part | 


by John Davis 
Ganization, i.e., 
picture really 
and can a 


of the 
when 
a British 
film with 


British 
picture, 
American 


is 


a 


money in it qualify as a quota en- | 


try, enjoying export benefits and 
Eady contributions. 

It’s noted with interest in N. Y. 
that Thorneycroft spoke before 
having on hand the report from 
the National Film Finance Corp. 
In the light of this, it’s thought 
unlikely that there will be any 
drastic changes in the definition 
of the pictures eligible under the 
Quota Act. 


Taplinger, who since 


board | 


in | 


very | 


for | 


Rank Or- | 





HAAS RETIREMENT 
CUES CIRCUIT SHIFTS 


Kansas City, Aug. 7. 
Edd Haas, veteran Fox Midwest 


Theatres executive, is retiring after | 


25 years wi‘h the circuit, and a 
revamping of the circuit’s theatres 
from five districts into four is re- 
sulting. 

Haas will be guested at a lunch- 
eon by the home office gang here 
| Aug. 20, and is going to make his 
‘home in Chipita Park, Colo., where 
‘he has built a new residence. He 
| began with the circuit as city man- 
| ager at Hutchinson, Kans., and then 
went to Wichita as city manager. 

New alignment will have Leon 
Robertson heading Distri¢t One, 
as he does now, but gaining some 
of Haas’ former charges. District 
One here’ ofore has been the Kan- 
sas City metropolitan area houses. 

District Two will be headed by 
Kim Long, who will have part of his 
old District Five (which is elimi- 
nated as such) and part of the 
Haas district. Fred Soutter con- 
inues to head District Three, the 
| Wichita area houses, and John 
‘Mainardi the St. Louis area, Dis- 
trict Four. 








Bid To Toppers 


Allied invite for a toplevel con- 
ference on industry problems has 
| been received by the film compa- 


|nies. Letter was signed by Rube 
| Shor, Allied president. It cited 
(the Senate Small Business Com- 


mittee’s call for more cooperation 
as the basis for the move. 

The committee’s report, issued 
recently, sympathized with the 
plight of the exhibitors but on the 
whole did not sustain their charges 
|vs. distribution. Specifically, the 
Senate unit refused to go along 
| with the Allied contention that ar- 
| Bitretion should include film ren- 
| tals. 





1956 





|1950 it stood at 73.4%. It’s | 
High Low Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change | dropped further in 1956. 
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251g 187, koew’s 240 2ile 2012 2058 -—— 38 
914 714 Nat. Thea 107 814 73.4 8 — Senate Report To 
3612 3014 Paramount 59 3258 321% 32°8 +’ | 
3615 2019 Phileo 253 2158 205 ~~ 21 — H Sez B 
90%8 4118 RCA 359 44 2 425% 44! 8 +14 urt, eZ erger 
873 634 Republic 21 7 658 65% — % Minneapolis, Aug. 7. 
151g 1234 Rep., pfd 5 13 13 13 — Bennie Berger, chairman of Al- 
1734 15 Stanley War. 49 1614 1538 1578 — 5% lied’s emergency defense commit- | 
2734 221% Storer 41 2734 271% 2714 + 1g |tee which waged the unsuccessful | 
2914 211, 20th-Fox 90 2514 2458 2478 + % | fight to get the U. S. Senate Small | 
2934 2414 Univ. Pix 8 2514 2514 2514 + % | Business subcommittee to recom- | 
8214 75 Univ., pfd  *240 1614 7614 1614 + % |mend federal regulation of film | 
26%4 1844 Warner Bros. 343 2734 27 2734 - 3@  |rentals legislation, predicts that 
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Allied Extends New 


Amusement Stock Quotations 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange ) 
For Week Ending Tuesday (7) 


Italo Gov't Hosting 
Frisco Film Festival 


Jap Producer Nagata Very Frank 





San Francisce, Aug. 7. 


held here Sept. 4. Showing of | 
six, or possibly seven, pictures 
will be an integral part of Festival | 
which the Italian Government “ 
'“sponsoring” in Frisco. 

| In charge of the motion picture | 
'segment of the celebration is Irv- 
ing M. Levin, divisional director | 
of San Francisco Theatres. 

Levin will lead off the festival 
vith “La Strada,” a Venice prize 
| winner, and then plans to bring in| american coin, which contains a 
“Scandal in Sorrento,” “Neapoli- conscious pitch for the U.S., i.e. 
'tan Carousel,” “Lost Continent” | one or more American stars, a Hol- 
/and “Sixth Continent” on succes- | lywood director, e’c. 
|sive nights. He hopes to exhibit; ~ “The one thing that must be 
“Gold of Naples” and “Il Fer-| avoided is the attempt to sit on 
rovier” (“The Railroad Man,”) t00.|two chairs at the same time.” was 


| All films will be shown in the | one comment. “There really can 


Good Ones and 42 


a 


Continued from page 10 

















they’re the type that lends itself 
to lip syne. 

Another takes in the group of 
pictures, sometimes made with 


chain’s 1,500-seat Alexandria, &) be two kinds of imports, one made 
neighborhood house. Plan is tO| with U.S. consumption in mind and 
charge $5 a person opening night,| the other made primarily for the 
$1.50 all other nights except the | native audience. This latter type 
last night, which will be $2.50. of film could be very appealing, 
particularly for the art houses, but 
it isn’t likely to get wide distribu- 
tion. The fatal mistake comes in 
the attempt to compromise by in- 


Commonweal Deplores 
Legion of Decency Act™| {reducing the American clement 
Of Political Opinion a picture for the U.S. by simply 


using an American director or 
Commonweal, opinion | scripter. This works superficially, 
‘weekly edited by Catholic laymen, | but the result usually pleases no- 
has taken a stand against the Na- | body. 


tional Legion of Decency over the 

latter’s stated objections to “Storm | -_ -. 

Center,” Columbia release. While 0 | * 4 8 

at times critical of the Legion’s rigina S. e Oo 
decision in past, the mag has de- | 

the basis of moral content. 

Commonweal now sees the} purchase of originals, to be used 
_Legion ‘moved into new terri-| as the basis of major productions, 
tory’—that is, judging a picture On | has dropped to a record low in re- 
| book. 

“It is regrettable,” Commonweal 
stated, “that the Legion of De- 
cency has seen fit to take an action 





The 








fended its right to exist effectively, 
the basis of the political angles. | cent months, story department 


'just as any organization, reiigious 
or otherwise, might index films on 
“Center” concerns a librarian’s re- | heads in New York declare. 
| fusal to remove a Communist | 


for good originals and would gladly 
buy them if the quality merited 
the purchase. 


| that fog Perc ge ge Be 4“ Hitch, of course, is the produc- 
previousiy assigne . oe ers’ desire for “pre-sold” proper- 
order to be effective it must act I prop 


ties, i.e. books, plays, etc. in which 
an advance interest 
been created. 
true that many of the writers who 
once aimed at the studios now are 
i busy turning out tv scripts. 


responsibly within the limitations | 
|it has set itself. In making a 
| political judgment of ‘Storm Cen- 
iter,” the Legion has grievously 
failed to do this.” 





Picture Assn. of America show the 
steady decline of the original. In 


were based on original scripts. By 
comparison, in 1950, the number 
was 315. Whereas, in 1955, 





Net 








too encouraging for the theatres.” 
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An Italian film festival will be! In States to Wrap Up VistaVision Deal—‘I Make 10 


Quickies Annually’ 





Masaichi Nagata, leading figure 
in the Japanese film industry, feels 
his pictures have done “very wel|” 
at the American boxoffice and have 
had the important side effect of 
building better international under- 
standing and goodwill. Relatively 
few Yanks knew much about the 
Nippon state prior to the exhibi- 
tion in the United States of his 
“Rochomon,” “Gate of Hell” and 
“Ugetsu,” according to the pro- 
ducer, who’s also head of Daiei 








| 
| 
| 
} 
' 


Studios, Tokyo, which is the coun- 
try’s top production-distribution-ex- 
hibition outfit. 

In New York this week, Nagata, 
speaking through an _ interpreter, 
said his visit has the dual purpose 
of ascertaining reaction to his prod- 
uct and to set up a deal for use of 
the Paramount-fostered VistaVi- 
sion. While the first three of his 
features have had gratifying re- 
sults, it’s too early to tell about 
his next two, “Phantom Horse” and 
“Golden Demon.” Edward Harri- 
son is his distributor. 


The arrangements for V’-Vision 
is.about wrapped up—Nagata has 
three technicians in Hollywood 
studying the technique—and he 
plans to shoot one film in the proc- 
ess this year. Film-maker stated 
he prefers the Par system because 
Japanese exhibitors using it need 
not modify their theatres beyond 
using a wide angle projection lens. 


| Speaking with a frankness that 


would make most Hollywoodites 
squirm, Nagata reported he plans 


| an output of 52 productions within 


has already | 
It also seems to be} 


At the same time, they maintain, | *®¢ next year, comprising “10 good 


ithe companies are aS eager as ever | 


ones and the rest quickies.” 


One of the biggest American 
films to play Japan has been “Liv- 
ing Desert” with a gross of $750.- 
000, said the visitor. The Daiei 
outfit handles distribution for Walt 
Disney as well as other U.S. pro- 
ducers. 


As for Japan’s imports, Nagata 


| said he’s hopeful his country’s eto- 


Figures put out by the Motion | 
1955, 158 films were released that | 


the | 
percentage of originals to the | 
total was 51.8% (a record low), in | 


nomic conditions will permit the re- 
moval of all quota restrictions by 
1959. At present, Yanks send 122 
major and 20 independent features 
into the country annually. 





Theatres Argue Staff 
Mostly Part-Timers and 
Wage Boost Unjustified 


_ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 7. 
| After hearing a number of ex- 
|hibitor witnesses testify that their 
cashiers and ushers are part-time 
workers supplementing their 
comes or earning pin money while 
residing at home and that the pro- 
posed $1 per hour minimum pay 
would work a financial hardship 
on them, the Minnesota state in 
dustrial commission has taken the 
matter under advisement. 

The commission gave S. D. Kane 
and Mandt Torrison, counsel rep- 
resenting North Central Allied and 
United Paramount Theatres here, 
respectively, 30 days to submit 
briefs. It will study these briefs 
before making a decision. 

Witnesses included Charles Win- 
chell, U.P. president-general man- 
ager here, and five independent 
theatreowners from various parts 
of Minnesota. 

The 


Ine 


Minnesota wage advisory 
board has recommended the $1 
minimum wage. NCA has con- 


| ducted a vigorous fight against the 
proposal. Most theatres pay their 
employees from 50 to 65¢c an hour 
and NCA contends that the ma 
jority of these cannot shoulder any 
additional financial burdens now. 

“The wage advisory board has 
idrawn up a ‘straw’ woman as 4a 
Standard criterion,” Kane pointed 
;qut to the commission. ‘She’s a 
single woman living alone in a 
‘Tented room and eating three 
/meals a day and entirely depend- 


ent on her income from her serv- 
ices. 


“But no such woman is em- 
Ployed in theatres. Employees, in- 
Stead, are usually high school stu- 
dents living at home and supple- 


in their |menting their allowances or ob- 
present plight, the report was not |taining pin money from this em- 


ployment.” 
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Hollywood Production Pulse 








ALLIED ARTISTS 


Starts, This Year 
This Date, Last Year..... 


a 











“HUNCHBACK OF PARIS” 
(novuunsy in Paris) 

Prods.—Robert and Raymond Hakim 

Dir.—Jean Delannoy ; 

Gina Lollobrigida, Anthony Quinn. Jean 
Danet, Philipe Clay, Pieral, Danielle 
Dumont 

(Staried April 


“JEANNIE” 

(Shooting in London) 
Prod.—Marcel Hellman 
Dir.—Henry Levin 
Vera Ellen, Tony Martin, Robert Flem 

ing, Zena Marshall 
‘Started June 25) 


COLUMBIA 


17) 








Starts, This Year......... 17 |) 
This Date, Last Year...... 19 |! 
“FIRE DOWN BELOW” 
(Warwick Productions) 
qShooting in London) 
Exec Prods.—lIrving Allen, A. R. Broe- 
coli 
Prod.—Ronald Kinnoch 
Dir.—Robert Parish 
Rita Hayworth, Robert Mitchum, Jack 
Lemmon. Edrie Connar, Bonar Col- 
leano, Joan Miller, Herbert Lom, 


Peter Iling. 
(Started May 14) 


“END AS A MAN” 
(Horizon-American Production) 
(Shooting in Florida) 
Prod.—-Sam Spiegel 
Dir.—Jack Garfein 
Ben Gazzara, James Olsen, George Pep- 
pard, Arthur Storch, Pat  Hingle, 
Paul Richards, Geoffrey Horne, Larry 
Gates, Clifton James, 
(Started July 2) 


“SEVEN WAVES AWAY” 
(Copa Productions) 
«Shooting in London) 
Exec. Prod.—Ted Richmond 
Prod.—John R. Sloan 
Dir.—Richard Sale 
Tyrone Power, Mai Zetterling, Lloyd 
Nolan, James Hayter, Stephen Boyd, 
Moultrie Kelsall, Noel Willman, Clare 
Austin, David Langton, Clive Morton, 
Ralph Michael, Austin Trevor 
(Started July 9) 
“THE CAPTIVES” 
Prod.—-Harry Joe Brown 
Dir.—Budd Boetticher 



































Randolph Scott, Maureen O'Sullivan, 
Richard Boone, Arthur’ Hunnicutt, 
Henry Silva, Skip Homeicr, John 
Hubbard, Robert Burton, Chris Ol- 
son, Fred Sherman, Robert Ander- 
son 

(Started July, 16) 

“UTAH BLAINE” 

Prod.—Sam Katzman 

Dir Fred Sears 

Rory Calhoun, Susan Cumminss, An- 
gela Stevens, Max Baer, Ken Christy, 
George Keymas, Paul Langton, Ray 
Teal, James Seay, Kack !ngram, Nor- 
man Frederic, Gene Roth, Steve Dar- 
rell, Terry Frost 

(Started July 30) 

y ~™ x 
WALT DISNEY 
Starts, This Year ......... 1 |) 
This Date, Last Year ....... ] 
_ 
METRO 

Starts, This Year..... coe OO 

This Date, Last Year..... 13 

“RAINTREE COUNTY” 

Prod.—David Lewis 

Dir Eaward Dmtryk 
lentgomery Clift, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Eva Marie Saint, Tom Drake, Nigel 
Patrick, Lee Marvin. Rod Taylor, 
Agnes Moorehead, Walter Abel, 
Jarma Lewis, Myrna Hansen | 

(Started April 3) | 

“THE LITTLE HUT” 

(Shooting in Rome) | 
Prod F. Hugh Herbert | 
Dit Mark Robson 
Ava Gardner, Stewart Granger, David 

Niven 

(Started July 4) tf 

“SOMETHING OF VALUE” 
(Shooting in Africa) } 
Prod Pandro S. Berman 
Dir Richard Brooks 
Rock Hudson, Dana Wynter, Wendy | 

Hiller, Sidney Poitier, Juano Hernan 
dez 

(S.carted July 18) 

“THE WINGS OF THE EAGLES” 

Prod Charles Schnee j 

Dir.—John Ford 

John Wayne, Dan Dailey, Maureen 
O'Hara, John Todd 

(Siarted July 30) 

“THE VINTAGE” 

Prod.—Edwin H. Knopf 

Dir Jeffrey Hayden 

Mel Ferrer, Pier Angeli, Leif Erickson 
Theodore Bickel, Don Dubbins 

(Started Aug. 6) 

' TRI 
PARAMOUNT | 
Starts, This Year......... 13 || 
This Date, Last Year..... 7 





“THE RAINMAKER” 


Prod.—Hal Wallis 

Oir.—Josep) Anthony 

Burt Lancaster, Katharine Hepburn, 
Wendell Corey, Lloyd Bridges, Ear] 


_Holliman, Cameron Prud’homme 
(Started June 18) 


“THE BUSTER KEATON STORY” 
Prods.—Robert Smith, Sidney Sheldon 
Dir.—Sidney Sheldon 
Donald O’Connor, Ann Blyth, Rhonda 

Fleming, Peter Lorre, Larry Keating, 
Pamela Jayson 
(Started June 25) 

“THE JIM PIERSALL STORY” 
Prod.—Alan Pakula 
Dir.—Robert Mulligan 
Anthony Perkins, Karl Malden. 

Moore, Perry Wilson, Adem Wil- 
liams, Peter Votrian, Brian Hutton. 
Bart Burns | 
(Started July 10) ' 





Norma 


“BEAU JAMES” 
Prod.—Jack Rose 
Dir.—Melville Shavelson 
Bob Hope, Paul Douglas, George Jes- 
sel, Vern Miles, Alexis Smith, Darren 


Shakespeare Town’s 
No-Prize Film Fest 


By GERALD PRATLEY 
Stratford, Aug. 7. 





McGavin, Walter Catlett, Joe Mantell | 


(Started July 23) 


“FLAMENCA” ; 
(Shooting in Spain) 
Prod.—Bruce Odlum 
Dir.—Donald_ Siegel ; 
Carmen Sevilla, Richard Kiley 
(Started July 26) 


REPUBLIC 


Starts, This Year.... 4 
This Date, Last Year......12 








“AFFAIR IN RENO” ; 
Assoc. Prod.—Sidney Picker 
Dir.—R. G. Springsteen 
(Started Aug. 2) 





RKO 


Starts, This Year.......-. 
This Date, Last Year 








“BUNDLE OF JOY” 

Prod.--Edmund Grainger 

Dir.—Norman Taurog 

Eddie Fisher, Debbie Reynolds, Adolph 
Menjou, Tommy Noonan, Nita Tal- 
bot, Scott Douglas, Howard McNear, 
Gil Stratton, Jr., Robert H. Harris, 
Una Merkel, Melville Cooper, Bill 
Goodwin, Roxanne Arlen, 
Bolding, Pamela Jayson 

(Started June 11) 


“DAY THEY GAVE BABIES AWAY” 

Prod.—Sam Wiesentnal 

Dir.—Allen Reisner : 

Glynis Johns, Cameron Mitchell, Rex. 
Thompson, Patty McCormack, Alan 
Hale, Hope Emerson, Ellen Corby, 
Stephen Wooten, Butch Bernard, Eu- 
landa White, Terry Ann Ross 

(Started July 2) 


“THE YOUNG STRANGER” 

Prod.—Stuart Miller 

Dir.—John Frankenheimer 

James MacArthur, Kim Hunter, 
Daly, James Gregory, Whit 
Roxanne Arlen, Jeff Silver, 
Seldes 

(Started July 9) 


“BRAVE TOMORROW” 
(Galahad Production) 
(Shooting in New York) 
Prod.—Hiram Brown 
Dir.—John 
John Beal, Augusta Dabney, 
Broderick, Dennis Kohler, Beverly 
Lunsford, Shepperd Strudwick, 
mary Murphy 
(Started July 9) 


James 
Bissell, 
Marian 


Newland 


“1 MARRIED A WOMAN” 
Prod.—William Bloom 
Dir.—Hal Kanter 
George Gobel, 

Menjou, Nita 
Landis 
(Started July 16) 


Dors. 
Jessie 


Adolphe 
Royce 


Diana 
Talbot, 





20th CENTURY-FOX 
Starts, This Year 10 
This Date, Last Year..... 10 





“ANASTASIA” 
(Shooting in London) 
Prod.—Buddy Adler 
Dir.—Anatole Litvak 


Ingrid Bergman, Yul Brynner, Helen 
Hayes, Akim Tamiroff, Natalie Scha 
fer 


(Started June 6) 


“THREE BRAVE MEN” 
Prod,.-——Herbert B. Swope 
Dir.—Philip Dunne 
(Started Aug. 7) 


Jr. 





UNIVERSAL 


Starts, This Year........ 
This Date, Last Year.... 


.20 
17 





“INTERLUDE” 

(Shooting in Munich) 

Prod.—Ross Hunter 

Dir.—Douglas Sirk 

June Allyson, Rossano Brazzi, Marianne 
Cook, Keith Andres, Jane Wyatt, 
Frances Bergen, Francoise Rosay 

(Started June 18) 


“THE WORLD AND LITTLE WILLIE” 
Prod.—Howard Christie 
Dir.—Jerry Hopper 
Maureen O’Hara, Tim Hovey, John For- 
sythe, Frank Faylen, Philip Bourneuf, 
Jeanette Nolan, Barry Atwater. 


(Started June 28) 
“QUANTEZ” 
Prod.—Gordon Kay 


Dir.—Harry Keller 

Fred MacMurray, Dorothy Malone, Syd 
ney Chaplin, John Gavin, John Larch, 
Michael Ansara, James Barton 

(Started July 9) 


“JOE BUTTERFLY” 
(Shooting in Japan) 
Prod.—Aaron Rosenberg 
Dir.—Jesse Hibbs 
Audie Murphy, George Nader, Burgess 
Meredith, Keenan Wynn, Charles Mc 
Graw, John Agar, Eddie 
Fred Clark, Keiko Tsushima, 
Anderson, Frank Chase 
(Started July 9) 


“CRAZY LOVE” 

Prod.—Edmund Chevie 

Dir.—Richard Bartlett 

Sal Mineo, John Saxon, Luana Patten, 
Fay Wray, Rod McKuen, Sue George, 
Edward Platt, April Kent. Bob Court- 
ney, John Wilder, Douglas Fowley, 
Glen Kramer, Shelly Fabres, Alan 
Reed Jr. 

(Siarted July 16) 


“THE EYES OF FATHER TOMASINO” 
Prod.—Robert Arthur 
Dir.—Joseph Pevney 
Tony Curtis, Marisa Pavan. Gilbert Ro- 


Herbert 


land, Jay C. Fiippen, Argentina 
——_ Ted de Corsia, Peggy Mal- 
ey 


(Started July 16) 


“THE DEADLY MANTIS” 
Prod.—William Alland 
Dir.—Nathan Juran 


Craig Stevens, Alix Talton, 


Malsom | : 
| show fine films old and new which 


Rose- | 


Firestone, | 





This year’s Stratford (Ontario) 
Shakespearean Festival has an 
afternoon companion in a modest 
non-competitive film “festival.” 
Opening. with Welles’ “Citizen 
Kane,” it runs four days a week for 
a month, until Aug. 16. The films 
“are shown in the afternoons only 
at the Avon Theatre in downtown 


| Stratford. Admission is 50c. 


“Kane” (its first reissue showing 
in Canada) was followed by the 
Canadian premiere of the Spanish 
picture, “Marcelino Pan Y Vino.” 
Other new pictures include Metro’s 
“Invitation to the Dance,” ‘Romeo 
and Juliet” and “The Life of Pri- 
vate Brovkin” (USSR), and “Liv- 
ing” from Japan. ‘‘Umberto D” was 


| scheduled but withdrawn later with 


| the excuse that it was unavailable. 


Other films slated that have not 
been seen commercially here in- 
ciude “On the Twelfth Day,” “Paris 
1900,” “Berliner Ballade,” ‘Il Est 
Minuit, Dr. Schwitzer’ and ‘“Leo- 
nardo Da Vinci.’ 

The remainder of the program 
is made up of film society material 
including Dreyer’s “Passion of 


| Jean D’Arc,” Flaherty’s “Louisiana 


Bonnie | 
land 


| ducers. 


” 


Pabst’s ‘“‘Kameradschaft,” 
Sucksdorff’s “A Divided 
World” and “Rhythm of a City.” 

Short subjects include Norman 
McLaren’s “Rhythmatic” (first 
showing) and the NFB’s ‘“Jolifou 
Inn” and “The Shepherd.” 

The program of August 6 will be 
devoted to excerpts from films 
given awards in this year’s Cana- 
dian Film Awards competition, and 
Maurice Evans is expected to 
announce the winning films and 
present certificates to their pro- 


Story, 


In the program covering the 
entire Festival there is note about 


|the film festival saying “The aims 


lof this, 


| Film 


| (For 


| (Shooting in Nassau, B.W.I. 


the first Film Festival to 
be held in Stratford, are briefly to 


have not had general distribution 
ir Canada . it is our hope that 
the film skown this summer will 
enlarge the audiences which film 
societies and specialized cinemas 
have created.” It concludes with 
“the earnest wish that a Canadian 
Festival of international 
repute may develop in Canada.” 


Hopper, Donald Randolph, Pat Con- 


way 
(‘Started July 26) 


WARNER BROS. 


Starts, This Year... 
This Date, Last Year 





6 
14 





“THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA” 
) 
Prod.—Leland Hayward 
Dir.—Fred Zinnermann 

Spencer Tracy 

‘Started April 4) 


| “BUFFALO GRASS” 


(Jaguar Productions) 

Assoc. Prod.—George Bertholon 

Dir.—Gordon Douglas 

Alan Ladd, Virginia Mayo, Edmond 
O’Brien, Les Johnson, John Qualen, 
Julie Bishop, Tony Caruso, Don 
Castle, Les Johnson 

(Started June 25) 





INDEPENDENT 


“THE PRIDE AND THE PASSION” 
(Stanley Kramer Productions) 
(For UA Release) 
(Shooting in Spain) 
Prod.-Dir.—Stanley Kramer 
Cary Grant, Frank Sinatra, Sophia Lo- 
ren 
(Started April 23) 





|“THE MONTE CARLO STORY” 


(Titanus Films) 
(UA Release) 


|} (Shooting in Monaco) 





William 


Dir.—Sam Taylor 
Marlene_ Dietrich, Vittorio De Sica, Az 
thur O’Connell 
(Started May 22) 
“MEN IN WAR” 
(‘Security Productions) 
UA Release) 
Prod.—Sidney Harmon 
Dir Anthony Mann 
Robert Ryan, Aldo Ray, Robert Keith, 
James Edwards, Nehemiah Persoff, 
Vic Morrow, Phil Pine 
(Started July 9) 
“THE UNDEAD” 
(Roger Corman Productions) 
(For American-International 
Prod.-Dir.—Roger Corman 
Pamela Duncan, Allison Hayes, Richard 
Garland, Bruno VeSota, Nel Welles, 
Aaron Saxon 
(Started July 26) 
“RUNAWAY DAUGHTERS” 
(Golden State Productions) 
(American-International Release) 
Exec. Prod.—Samuel Z. Arkoff 
Prod.—Alex Gordon 
Dir.—Edward L. Cahn 
Marla English, Anna Sten, Tom Con- 
way, Mary Ellen Kaye, Gloria Cas- 
tillo, Lance Fuller, Adele Jergens, 
Jay Adler, Betty Blythe, Steven Ter- 
rell, Frank J. Gorship, Nickey Blair, 
Maureen Cassidy, Anne O’Neal, Reed 
Howes, Buddy Mason, George Dock- 
stader, Eddie Baker, Syd Sailor 
(Started July 26) 
“BLACK STOCKINGS” 
(Bel-Air Productions) 
(UA Release) 
(Shooting at Kanab, Utah) 
Exec. Prod.—Avubrey Schenck 
Dir.—Howard W. Koch 
(Started July 30) 


Release) 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Paul Caster’s letter in VARIETY 
has spoken wisely, not only for 
himself and for me, but for the 
millions of former regular movie- 
goers who have, in recent years, 
forsaken in disgust the neighbor- 
hood houses. His reasons require 
few additions; they are thorough 
and precise and honest 

I remember the afteinoor I sub- 
waved to the 72d Street Trarns-Lux 
tc see the Champions in “Jupiter’s 
Darling.” Banners suspended from 
the marquee of the theatre vro- 
claimed CinemaScope! I arrived, 
by habit, a few minutes before the 
feature began. When it tegan most 
of the film tities and credits were 
illegible: the first and last few 
words of each line were either off- 
screen or not projected within th> 
narrow limitations of the screen. 
Obviously the film was not an hon- 
est CinemaScope exhibition. I tol- 
erated the mutilation until the 
Champions’ first dance routine, un- 
til Marge and Gower, alternately 
and together, disappeared beyond 
the side edges with a rapidity that 
was ridiculous. Then I walked out 
En route to the street I reminded 
the manager (or an antagonizing 





appointed representative) that the 
theatre was advertising a film proc- 
ess that was not being exhibited 


I was indifferently advised that 
“vou tourists better stick to Broad- 
way.” 


Half an hour later I called Met- 
ro’s New York office and reported 
the incident. I was informed that 
Metro has no control over ttre €x- 
hibition of their films. I called the 
office of VARIETY and discussed the 
incident with a reporter. 

I remember another afternoon 
at the neighborhood Loew’s. I ar- 
rived, as usual, some minutes be- 
fore the advertised CinemaScope 
feature was to the shown. I was 
pleased with the dimensions of the 
ondary B feature. Then the fea- 
appeared on an absurdly modified 
screen: the height was reduced. the 
width unchanged. I haven’t been 
to my neighborhood Loew’s since 
that afternoon. 


I remember many other  in- 
stances in neighborhood and out-of- 
the-neighborhood theatres when 
similar presentations were offered. 
Excepting the Waverly Theatre in 
|the Village, there has not been a 
| Single theatre that has exhibited 
| CinemaScope films in proper per- 
spective. In every instance, except 
the aforementioned Waverly, much 
of the action is lost upon the nar- 
row screens. In all cases, how- 
ever, films are prominently adver- 
tised in newspaper and marquee as 
CinemaScope productions. 

There are five theatres on Broad- 
way (to my knowledge and experi- 
ence), five theatres of national 
reputation and unquestionable 
merit, that are forced, by building 
limitations and other imperfections 
as dated as the horse-and-buggy, 
to display shortened CinemaScope 
presentations. I remember “East 
of Eden”; that one, I viewed a sec- 
ond time at the Waverly in order 
to see the complete film as Mr. 
Kazan must have intended. And I 
vividly recall others; ‘‘odigal S” 
and “len of Tro” and “e Con- 
quer,” not to forget that magnifi- 
cent “nd of the Phara” with ck 
Hawkin and lovely on Colli. 

Perhaps I expect too much. Per- 
haps I should best forget about 
misleading advertising being a 
criminal offense.. Perhaps I should 
learn forgiveness. Perhaps I should 
stick to tv as Mr. Caster has ad- 
vised. I’m quite a glutton for pun- 


|ishment; I still go to the movies. 


But I have become more selective 
in choosing the theatres I attend: I 
have become happily resigned to 
attending foreign films of pre- 
CinemaScopic proportions in the 
numerous art theatres. scattered 
about Manhattan. The price may not 
always be right but the films always 
are. I suppose I’m old-fashioned 
in expecting shirts advertised as 
non-shrinkable to not shrink, in 
wanting to wear in the shower a 
wristwatch advertised as _ water- 
proof, in hoping to see Cinema- 
Scope when it has been touted as 
such. 

And, like Mr. Caster, I early 
await the Columbia and RKO and 
Warner backlog of films on TV. I 


Caster: I also await the redesign of 
our tv screens to permit the show- 
ing of those CinemaScope features 





new wide-screen used for the sec- | 


ture for which I had been waiting | 


am more eager, however, than Mr. | 


More Fan Gripes on Poor Theatre 
Projection and Sloppy Management 


|I have, for quite obvious reasons, 
never seen. W. R. Sweigart. 


Can’t Fool the Public 
Bronx, N. Y. 


| Editor VaRiety: 

Paul Caster’s letter in your Aug. 
|1 issue really hit the nail on the 
noggin re shoddy theatre manage- 
ment these days. And he is so right 
when he says that 3-D was scuttled 
by lazy projectionists. I remember 
going to Loew’s Spooner to see 
“House of Wax.” The projectors 
were completely out of synchroni- 
zation. At one point, one projec- 
tor broke down, and the other con- 
tinued to show its print on the 
screen. The 3-D illusion was not 
only shattered, but everybody got 
a headache, thinking it was “the 
glasses” that did it. When I com- 
plained to the manager, I was 
shrugged off as some kind of 
“nut.” 3-D was a_ wonderful 
process, properly projected, for my 
money the only real illusion of 
depth seen on the screen. 


Having killed off 3-D, the exhibi- 
tors settled for second best: Cine- 
maScope ... The average person 
cannot tell whether a picture is or 
isn’t in VistaVision. 

Even CinemaScope is not prop- 
erly presented in some theatres. 
Somehow the image never stays in 
focus. And not all screens are 
wide enough to gccept the 2:55-1 
ratio and material is cut off at the 
sides. And of course, stereo- 
phonic sound {is a thing of the past. 
’Smatter, showmen, was this tco 
much work, too? 

Years ago, managers really had 
to work when vaudeville was in its 
heyday. Then, they had 5 to 8 acts 
to get on, actors and musicians to 
deal with, curtails, lights, etc. Now 
they can’t seem able to frame the 
screen properly when CinemaScope 
come on, leaving an annoying strip 
of dark gray on the sides or at the 
top. 

Bet you exhibitors didn’t 
the average moviegoer 
these things, eh? 

, Maurice Fischer. 





think 
notices 


Jack L. Warner: 
‘Good Pictures 


Still Cure-All 


Jack L. Warner, in his first 
“policy” statement since taking 
over the presidency of Warners, 
this week revived the old axiom 
that there’s nothing wrong with the 
picture business—and specifically 
with Warners—that good pictures 
wouldn’t cure. 

“No blueprint, no industry-wide 
plan, no committee report can take 
the place of the basic axiom that 
nothing succeeds like a successful 
motion picture,” Warner said in a 
statement. 

Future of Warner Bros., he pro- 
nounced, was “keynoted by the two 
most essential factors for success 
in this or any other business— 
strength and courage.” Enlarging 
on that point, Warner said “If all 
the man-hours spent in fear and 
trembling over the fate of the 
industry by too many motion pic- 
i'ture people were devoted to a 
strong and courageous effort in the 
cause of good picture making, this 
industry would far exceed any peak 
it has exer achieved.” 

Warners, he stated, with its foun- 
dation “more solid than ever be- 
fore,” intended to “go forward and 
live up to our responsibility and 
our obligations as a motion picture 
producing and distributing com- 
pany and as a public-spirited in- 
stitution.” Company was entering 
on a new phase in its career, he de- 
clared. 

While the statement was cou- 
pled with a rundown of upcoming 
Warner pix, Warner never men- 
tioned his company’s recent $21,- 
000,000 sale of 750 feature pictures 
to television, which are being 
shown on the air now in competi- 
tion with the theatres. 

Among the upcoming WB films 
listed were “Giant,” “The Bad 
Seed,” “Spirit of St. Louis,” “To- 
ward the Unknown” and “The Old 
Man and the Sea,” along with “The 
|Sleeping Prince,” the Marilyn Mon- 
roe picture, and Elia Kazan’s “Baby 


' Doll” and “A Face in the Crowd.” 
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TEA ’N TEA! 


When Leo of M-G-M brews TEA, it’s got 
a kick that spells B-O-X-O-F-F-I-C-E! 


~ + Pa ee a 
ee EXCITEMENT! 


The reaction to the news of this great 
picture is unprecedented. It’s as though 
showmen throughout America were 
waiting for this celebrated play to come 
to the screen—and now that it’s a living, 
thrilling reality they’re eager to bring it 
to their audiences. It will live up to all 
expectations. M-G-M, recognizing its un- 
limited boxoffice ceiling, is putting behind 











\ “TEA AND 
_ \ SYMPATHY 





M-G-M presents in CinemaScope and 
METROCOLOR+: “TEA AND 
SYMPATHY” starring DEBORAH 
KERR + JOHN KERR «© with Leif 
Erickson * Edward Andrews + Screen Play 
by Robert Anderson « Based on the Play by 
Robert Anderson + Directed by Vincente 
Minnelli + Produced by Pandro S. Berman 






* a : it one of the biggest campaigns—news- 
a —— se i - i a ~~ \ * p ap ers, ma g azines, ra dio, TV— the works! 
_ \ "TEAHOU x : . 


A : ~DREAMS COME TRUE! 
— <A Although it will not be available for 





M-G-M presents in CinemaScope and 





METROCOLOR + MARLON BRANDO 
GLENN FORD + MACHIKO KYO 
in “TEAHOUSE OF THE AUGUST 
MOON” co-starring Eddie Albert » Paul 
Ford + Jun Negami + Nijiko Kiyokawa 
Mitsuko Sawamura « Screen Play by 
John Patrick + Based on a Book by Vern 
J. Sneider and the Play by John Patrick 
Directed by Daniel Mann + Produced by 
Jack Cummings 


several months, we want to share with 
you the good news that “TEAHOUSE OF 
THE AUGUST MOON” has had its first 
studio screening and is unquestionably 
one of the great motion pictures of all time! 


* 
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ustralian Exhibs’ Sti 





f Upper Lip 


As Television Preems in November 





Advent of television in Australia +— 


in November has exhibitors there 
worried, but determined to take 


the new medium in their stride are 
two prize-winning managers _of 
Norman B. Rydge’s Greater Union 
Theatres. They are Thomas R. 
King, manager of the Capitol The- 
atre, a 3,000-seater in Sydney; and 
Robert Watts, manager of the 
Odeon, an 1,198-seater in Pens- 
hurst, a Sydney suburb. 

Both. King and Watts, who left 
New York Monday (23) after a five- 
day stay, are on an all expense 
paid round-the-world plane _tour 
which they captured for topping a 
six-months’ GUT business building 
competition. Of GUT’s some 160 
theatres, 62 houses participated in | 
the contest that’s been an annual | 
event since Rydge joined _— 





about 18 years ago. 

Way the contest is set up, inci- 
dentally, has a manager “compet- 
ing against himself” and _ not 
against his counterparts in other 
houses. “The general idea,” the 
visiting duo explained, “is to beat 
last year’s figure. Among other 
things the contest is based on total 
admissions, exploitation, publicity, 
theatre management, projection, 
cleanliness and service rendered to 
patrons. Points are allocated by 
the GUT head office during fre- 
quent inspections.” 

Match, which covered the 26- 
week period from Oct., 1955 
through March, 1956, was held in 
two divisions. One embraced GUT’s 
40 city theatres while the other 22 
comprised suburban and_ rural 
houses. This year, for the first 
time in the history of the event, 
a world tour went to the winners, 
King and Watts left Sydney July 
2 and returned there Saturday (4). 
Their itinerary gave them Rome 
and Paris stopovers plus 12 days 
in London, where they saw tv the | 
first time. 

“Television,” admitted Watts, | 
“makes me a little nervous.” His | 
observation came during a press | 
luncheon hosted for the visitors | 
in New York recently by Capt. | 
Harold Auten, Rydge’s U. S. rep. | 
Both Watts and King feel that} 
video’s initial impact in Aussie | 
may be heavy due to the novelty, 
but when that wears off the 
strength of the medium will de- | 
pend upon what’s on its screen— | 
much as it is in the U. S. and | 
Britain. 





Meantime, Australian business is 
fine. The champ managers attrib- 
uted this not only to good product | 
but also to “aggressive salesman- 
ship” on the part of theatre staff- 
ers. What may be an important 
tactor in the healthy Aussie b.o. 
is GU®’s policy of giving its man- 
agers a free hand in operation of | 
their respective sites, “I look upon 


| 


the Capitol as my theatre,” King | 
emphasized. | 
Constant showmanship and aj 


live wire attitude were the primary 
reasons, it was intimated, why they 
nabbed top honors in the 26-week 
competition. At New York—the 
halfway mark in their global jun- 
ket—the pair said on the basis of 
other theatres they’d seen on the 
trip so far Australia appears to 
have the lowest admission scale. 
Tariff at Sydney's Capitol, for ex- 
ample, ranges from as low as lle 
in the morning to upwards of 42c 
in the evening. 
{ 
King and Watts covered Washing- 
ton and Chicago, then followed 
with six days in Los Angeles. They 
planed back to Sydney via a brief 
Stopover in Honolulu. 


= 
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‘Encore Night’ Idea 


San Antonio, Aug. 7. 

The Josephine Theatre op- 
erated here by Tom Sumners 
Theatres, has instituted an 
“Encore Night” policy. On the 
closing day of each week’s at- 
traction, a popular pic of past 
years will be added to the bill 
for a single showing only. This 
will be around 8 p.m., enab- 
ling patrons to see the regular 
attraction either before or af- 
ter the added attraction. 

The management invites pa- 
trons to write them for names 
of attractions they would like 
to see. 


How to Catch A 
Theatre Burglar 


Detroit, Aug. 7. 

An epidemic of theatre 
glaries in the Detroit area has 
caused Allied Theatres of Michigan 
to issue a warning and some advice 
to members. Most of the recent 
burglaries follow a set pattern— 








there is no evidence of break-in, | 


but the safes, offices, concessions 
and vending machines are wrecked 
and looted. 

Allied officials believe that entry 


to the theatres is made in the fol- | 


lowing manner: The burglar pur- 
chases a ticket to the late show. 
While the last feature is showing 
and the auditorium is unattended, 
he attaches a thin, flexible wire to 


| the panie bar on one of the exit 


doors. He then slips the other end 
of the wire between or underneath 
the exit door to the outside. He 
leaves the theatre through the 
front door. After the theatre is 
closed for the night, he returns to 
the “fixed” door, pulls the protrud- 
ing wire which operates the panic 
bar and opens the door. 

Allied suggests that any member 
finding the wired panic door leave 
it alone, call police and trap the 
burglar as he enters. 


Assoc. British Shows 
Halt in Biz Decline 
London, Aug. 7. 
financial report was 


Since the 


published a few weeks ago, the up- | 


to-date situation of the Associated 
British Pictures Corp. shows a 
check in the sharp downward trend 
in attendances, receipts and prof- 
its. Announcing this at the 29th 
ABPC annual meeting on Aug. 1, 
Sir Philip Warter, chairman, said: 
“This should help to stabilize the 
position until the long-awaited re- 
duction of admission duty becomes 
a reality.” 

Sir Philip revealed that ABPC’s 
commercial tv subsidiary, ABC-TV, 
was making solid progress and ad- 
vance ad bookings indicated the 


bur- | 





Mack Sennett Settles 


Washington, Aug. 7. 

A tax deficiency’ claim, 
based mainly on income from 
the sale of his life story, is 
being settled by Mack Sennett 
for $500, according to Federal 
tax records. The Internal 
Revenue Service claimed 
$6,817 in back taxes for 1949 

and 1950. 

The producer of old time 
comedy shorts fought the Gov- 
ernment’s claim in the U. S. 
Court and won. 


‘Boats’ Bright $11,000, 
Seattle; ‘Moby’ 9G, 2d 


Seattle, Aug. 7. 

Seafair, this city’s annual mardi 
gras, opened Sunday and has been 
attracting crowds to town. How- 
ever, this has not helped cinema 
biz much with counter-attractions 
getting a play. Ace newcomer is 
|“‘Away All Boats” with a solid ses- 
sion at Orpheum. “Moby Dick” 
still is socko in second Music Hall 








week. “Pardners” continues swell 
in first holdover stanza at 
Coliseum, 


Estimates for This Week 

| Blue House (Hamrick) (800; 90- 
$1.25—“Swamp Women” (Indie) 
/and “3 Outlaws” (Indie) (2d wk). 
| $1,800 in 3 days. Last week, $4,700. 


| Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,870; 90- 
| $1.25) — “Pardners” (Par) and 
|‘‘Leather Saint” (Par) (2d wk). 
| Swell $9,500. Last week, $12,700. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
$1-$1.50)—“‘King and I” (20th) (6th 
wk). Great $8,500. Last week, 
$9,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
'$1.25)—“The Killing’ (UA). Slow 
| $2,500. Last week, “Frisky” (20th), 
$2,100 in 6 days. 
| Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- 





| $1.25)—“‘Moby Dick” (WB). (2d 
iwk). Sek $9,500. Last week, 
$13,300, 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; $1- 


| $1.25)—“Away All Boats” (U) and 
“Star In Dust” (U). Solid $11,000 


| tive Chase” 





|or near. Last week, ‘‘Fastest Gun” 
|(M-G) and “Shadows of Fear” (UA) 
| (2d wk), $4,800. 


| Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
90-$1.25)—“‘Certain Feeling’ (Par) | 
|*Quincannon” (U) (2d wk). Dim 


$2,500 in 6 days. 
in 6 days. 


Last week, $4,800 





Actors’ Egoes Too Often 


Obstruct Success—Carey | 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
It may come as a great shock to! 
|some proponents of the “‘‘art is all” | 
school, but Columbia contract 
player Phil Carey takes a dim 
view of thesps who feel they know 
more than the studio about proper 
casting. Not, he emphasizes, that 
|it hasn’t happened that an actor 
| ankled a contract because he felt 
ihe was getting the wrong roles— 
iand had benefited as a result of 
his departure from the studio. 
“On the other hand,” he insists, | 
“the streets to Hollywood casting 
offices are paved with the bones of 
former contract players who have 
become forgotten men because of | 
| the transition.” 
| The trouble with most of these 
|actors, he opines, is that even- 
ltually, “the yeast in his ego be-| 





gins rising. -He becomes an ex-| 
|pert on every phase of picture 


making.” 

For himself, Carey is delighted 
| that he’s under contract. ‘A long | 
|time ago,” he points out, “I got 


into the habit of eating three | 
square meals a day. To me it’s | 


tremendous confidence in the | not so much the type of roles that | 
medium, icount—it’s the weekly paycheck.” | 
+o oes +oooet 
Oddi f Th D | Bi | 
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Ities of the Drive-In biz =?) 
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Detroit, Aug. 7. 
In discussing czoners, the Gold- 


berg twins, Irving and Adolph, who | 


operate four drive-ins, and sev- 
eral walk-ins, as well, in the De- 


troit area, told of these experi- 
ences in an interview: 
“We've had extra customers 


smuggled in by way of the trunk 
of the car, but the most interest- 
ing customer is one who is not ac- 
tually a customer himself. He hates 
movies, but almost every week he 
drives his family to one of our 
drive-ins. He pedals away on a 
bicycle he carries in his station 


wagon. Then he returns at clos- 
ing time to drive his family 
home.” 


The twins say ozonites are espe- 
cially sensitive about the order of 
showing twin: bills. They insist 
that the main film come second. 





| Sometimes the projectionists for- | 
get and start the main event first. | 
When that happens horns _ blow | 
and lights flash on—and keeperight 
op until a correction is made. 
About product, the Goldberg | 
twins say: “A good Western movie 
goes a long way and color is a 
star in itself, receiving top billing 
along with some of Hollywood’s 
biggest names. Color also makes 
for better outdoor viewing. The 
drawing room type of conversa- 
tional drama is least favored.” 
The twins added: “The drive-in 
theatre is one of the motion pic- 
ture industry’s best answers to 
television. In addition to making 
it possible for a family to have a 
night out, drive-ins don’t cut into 
regular theatre business because 
movie going wasn’t a habit, usual- 
ly, with the out-door fan until the 


| 
| 


| 





| $7,000. 





| ’ 
} ozoners Came along. ; 











I Picture Grosses 








LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 


(BV). Mild $13,000. 
Last week, in different units. 

Orpheum, Iris, Uptown, Loyola 
(Metropolitan-FWC) (2,213; 816; 
1,715; 1,248; 80-$1.50)—‘Johnny 
Concho” (UA) and “Patterns” 
(UA) (2d wk). Fair $21,000. Last 
week, $41,200. 


State, Hollywood (UATC-FWC) 
(2,404; 756; 80-$1.25)—‘Pardners” 


(Par) and “Leather Saint” (Par) 
(2d wk). Okay $14,000 for Martin- 
Lewis pic. Last week, $23,700 plus 


$75,700 in one nabe, seven ozon- 
ers. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,430; $1-$1.50)—‘‘Certain Feel- 
ing” (Par) (5th wk). 
Last week, $6,300. 


Chinese (FWC) (1,908; 
wk). Fine $27,000. 
$28,500. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; $1- 
$1.75)—“Duchin Story” (Col) (6th 
wk). Good $9,000. Last week, 
$9,900. 

Four Star (UATC) (868; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Proud and Profane” (Par) (8th 


Last week, 


wk). Nice $6,000. Last’ week, 
$6,300. | 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; $1.25-. 
$1.75)—“Fantasia” (BV) (reissue) 
(9th wk), Neat $4,000. Last week, 
$5,500. 


Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; $1- 
$1.75)—"‘Trapeze” (UA) (10th wk). 
Fair $6,500. Last week, $7,000. 

Egyptian, United Artists (UATC) 
(1,411; 1,242; $1.10-$2.75)—*“Okla- 
homa” (Magna) (38th wk at Eyp- 
tian, 32d wk U.A.). Steady $18,000. 
Last week, $18,400. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,364; 
$1.20-$2.65)—“‘Cinerama Holiday” 
(Indie) (39th wk). Into current 


/stanza Sunday (5) after stout $30,- 
: 300 last week. 





PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 9) 
Weak $10,000 or less. Last week, 


| $21,000. 


Midtown (Goldman) 
$1.49)—"Storm Center” (Indie). 
Good $12,500. Last week, “Fastest 
Gun Alive” (M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 99- 
$1.49)—“Eddy Duchin Story” (Col) 
(6th wk). Fine $13,000. Last 
week, $16,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.49)— 


“Moby Dick” (WB) (5th wk). Fair 
$11,000, Last week, $16,000. 
Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.35)— 


“Proud and Profane” (Par) (5th 
| wk). Oke $7,500. Last week, 
$9,000. i. 


Slow $5,600. | 


(1,000; 99- | 


‘Godzilla’ Fine $18,000, 
Denver; ‘Town’ Neat 116 


Denver, Aug. 7. 
“Godzilla” is standout newcomer 
here currently with a fine take at 
the Denver. “Rebel in Town” 
shapes almost as good at Para- 
mount where a fine session is in 
| prospect. “King and I” is so strong 
jin sixth round at the Centre it will 
stay a seventh. “Proud and Pro- 
fane” also is good in third Denham 
stanza, and stays a fourth. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 76-1) — 
“Fantasia” (BV) (reissue) (3d wk). 
| Good $5,000. Last week, $7.000. 
Centre (Fox) (1,247; 75-$1.25)— 
| “King and I” (20th) (6th wk). Nifty 





$1.25- $14,000. Stays on. Last week, ditto. 
$2.40)—"King and I” (20th) (6th | 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 60-$1) 
—‘Proud and Profane” (Par) (3d 
wk). Good $9,000. Holding. Last 
week, $9,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 60-$1) — 
“Godzilla” (Indie) and ‘Strange 
Adventure” (Rep). Fine $18,000. 
Last week, “Autumn Leaves” (Col) 
and “Storm Over Nile” (Col), 
$8,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 60-$1)— 
“Davy Crockett and River Pirates” 
(BV) and “Last of Desperadoes” 
(Indie). Poor $5,000 in 4 days, and 


then pulled. Last week, “First 
Texan” (AA) and “Magnificent 
Roughnecks” (AA), $10,000. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 


60-$1)—‘‘Rebel in Town” (U) and 
“Emergency Hospital” (UA). Nice 
$11,000 or near. Last week, “Kiss 
Before Dying” (UA) and “Manfish” 
(UA), $10,500. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 8) 


“Pardners” (Par) and ‘Leather 
Saint” (Par) (2d wk). Fancy $12,- 
000 or better for Martin-Lewis 
comedy. Last week, $13,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.25) 
—‘‘Moby Dick” (WB) (4th wk), 
Smash $13,000. Last week, $16,000. 

Orpheum (Cinerama_ Theatre 
Calif.) (1,458; $1.75-$2.65)—“‘Ciner- 
ama Holiday” (Indie) (53d wk). 
Great $17,700. Last week, $17,400. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
70-$1)—“‘Trapeze” (UA) (6th wk). 
Oke $7,800 in 6 days. Last week, 











Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80)— | 


“Trapeze” (UA) (6th wk). 
$12,000. Last week, same. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.49)— 
“High Noon” (UA) and ‘Moon Is 
Blue” (UA) (reissues). Loud $12,- 


500. Last week, “Rebel In Town” 
| (UA), $8,500. 
World (Pathe) (604; 99-$1.49)— 


“Madame Butterfly” (IFE) (3d wk). 
Fancy $5,500. Last week, $6,000. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 9) 
Edge” (U) (3d wk). 
Last week, $8,600. 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 
—‘‘King and I” (20th) (6th wk). 





“Raw Tall 


Sock | 


} 
} 





A | Temptress” 


$9,000. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25- 
$1.50)—‘‘Fantasia” (BV) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Sock $9,500. Last week, 
$10,000. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1) — 
“Last 10 Days” (Col) (3d wk). 


Smooth $2,600. Last week, $2,400. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; $1)—‘Ador- 
able Creatures” (Indie) (5th wk). 
Fast $3,400. Last week, $2,700. 

Vogue (S.F. Theatre) (377; $1)— 
“Lovers and Lollipops” (Indie) 
(4th wk). Good $1,800. Last week, 
$2,000. 

Bridge (Schwarz) (396; $1-$1.25) 


|—"‘Lady Killers” (Cont) (7th wk). 


Fine $2,800. Last week, $2,800. 
Coronet (United California) (1.- 
250; $1.10-$2.75) — ‘“‘Oklahoma” 
(Magna) (24th wk). Great $17,800. 
Last week, $16,800. 
Rio (Schwarz) (397: 
(Indie). 


$1)— “The 
Fair $1,200. 


new playing record for this spot.| Last week, “Night Is Kingdom” 


Climbed to big $3,500. Last week, 
$1,300. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; 90- 
$1.25)—“‘Fastest Gun Alive” (M-G) 
and “Crime Against Joe” (UA) (2d 


wk). Solid $6,500. Last ‘week, 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.25)—“Satellite In Sky” (WB) 
and “Seven Men From Now” (WB). 
Modest $6,000. Last week, “God- 


zilla” (Indie) and “Strange Adven- 


| ture” (Rep), $4,900. 


Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 90- 
$1.25)—“‘Pardners” (Par) and “The 
Killing” (UA). Loud $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Certain Feeling” 
(Par) and “Frontier Scout” (UA), 
$9,100. 





BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 


Last week, “1948” (Col) 
“Storm Over Nile” (Col), ditto. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 60-$1) 
—‘Pardners” (Par) and “Massacre” 
(20th) (2d wk), Oke $9,500. Last 
week, $11,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 65-$1)— 
“Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
(M-G) and “Quincannon” 4UA) (2d 


and 


wk). Trim $18,000. Last week, 
$23,500. 
State (Loew) (3,000; 65-$1)— 


“Somebody Up Likes Me” (M-G) 
and “Quincannon” (UA) (2d wk). 
Great $12,000. Last week, $15,000. 


Pushing close to huge $16,000. | 
| Last week, $12,400. 

Guild (Indie) (400;  $1.25)— 
“Ladykillers” (Cont) (5th wk). 


(Indie), $1,800. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 9) 


“Hot-Rod Girl” (Indie) and “Girls 
in Prison” (Indie). Fine $6,500. 
Last week, “Davy Crockett and 
River Pirates” (BV) and ‘Man in 
Space” (BV), $4,200. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—‘King and I” (20th) (6th wk) 
Big $35,000. Last week, $41,000. 

Palace (Indie) (1,484; $1.25-$3.40) 
—‘‘Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) (60th 
wk). Solid $25,000. Last week, 
$27,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 65-98)— 
“Santiago” (WB) and ‘Foreign In- 
trigue” (UA) (2d wk). Hotsy $18,- 





000. Last week, $25,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 98- 
$1.25)—‘“‘Pardners” (Par) (3d wk). 


Oke $22,000. Last week, $28,000. 
Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.25) 
—‘‘Ladykillers”’ (Cont) (7th wk). 
Fancy $6,200. Last week, $6,800. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98- 
$1.25)—"‘Trapeze” (UA) (8th wk). 
Okay $17,000. Last week, $19,- 


000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,206; 98- 
$1.56)—Duchin Story” (Col) (5th 


wk). Nifty $26,000. Last week, 
$29,000. 

World (Indie) (430; 98)—‘“‘Last 10 
Days” (Indie) (2d _ wk). Loud 


$5,000. Last week, $5,800. 
Ziegfeld (Davis) (430; 98)—‘Ri- 
fifi’? (UMPO). Smash $10,000. Last 





week, “Sins Borgias’” UA), (3d wk), 
$2,700. 
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Britain's Com TY 


Gets a Govt. 


Slandown on Coin For Culture 


London, Aug. 7. 

Dismay has been expressed by 
Independent Television Authority, 
controlling body of commercial tv 
program contractors in Britain, at 
the government’s refusal to make 
available a $2,100,000-a-year grant 
set aside under the terms of the 
1954 Television Act to pay for cul- 
tural programs, 

When the Act came into force, 
it provided for this maximum sum 
to be laid aside from deductions 
made by the Treasury from license 
revenue. Under this arrangement, 
the Treasury had received $2,800.- 
000 over 16 months. The govern- 
ment’s decision, made for eco- 


nomie reasons last Wed. (1), now | 





means that thére’ll be no money 
at least for another year—to meet 
the costs of serious programs such 
as operas, concerts, drama, dis- 
cussions and documentaries: com- 
mercial programmers will continue 
to network popular shows which 
are predominantly of a light na- 
ture. 

During the passage of the 1954 
Television Bill, the grant was de- 
fined as being necessary to keep 
a proper balance of programs and 
to secure that ITA should 
this money at its disposal so that 
it could arrange to network pro- 


grams that were not associated 
with advertising. 
Shortly after the gevernment 


gave the thumbs-down on Wednes- 
day. ITA pointed out: “This is not 
a situation which the 


is failing in one of its main duties, 
whatever degree of success it may 
have achieved in the discharge of 
others... 
if it is to grow to its proper stat- 


ure, should not be dependent on 
advertising revenue alone.” 


ABC's $1,000,000 
Radio Windfall 


Davtime network radio is rolling 
along merrily for fall. Last week 
it was CBS and $1,500,000 in sun- 


light biz from Standard Brands. | 
Now ABC Radio has accumulated 
10 ayvem sponsorships for a $l.- 
000,000 in gross billings (net bill- 
ings being about $700,000). 

Together, the 10 ABC sponsors 
bought a total of 525 five-minute 
segments during the 1956-57 Sea- 
son. Four of the bankrollers are 
new to network radio: Atlantis 
Sales ‘French’s birdseed) Haysma 
Co. havfever cure); MclIlthenny 
Co fobasco sauce) and Misha- 
waka Rubber and Woolen Mfg. 

Pactees for Don MecNeill’s 
“Breaklast Club’ on Mondays 
through Fridays were: Bristol My- 
ers, with regular buvs five davs a 
week and with special one-shotters 
running throughout August and 
early Sept.; Drackett Co., four 
segs weekly for Dazy as of Oct. 1 
and segs on Wed.-Thurs.-Fri. as ol 
Oct. for Drano and Windex 
General Foods, Wednesdays and 
Fridays as of Aug. 8; Haysma, a 
segment a day, various’ times 
from Aug. 15 through Aug. 31; 
Mishawaka, two segs weekly, as of 
April 1, 1957; State Pharmacal, 
Mondays on Sept. 10. 

Renewal in MeNeill’s 9 to 10 
ayemer was Dixie Cup for segs on 
Monday and Thursday. 

New sponsors for “My True 
Story” 10 to 16:30 a.m. were 
Ex-Lax. three segs a week as ol 
Aug. \Ulantis, three a week on 
Sept. 10. MeclIlhenny becomes first 
Jack Paar (11:15 to 11:30 a.m.) 
bankroller with a five-minute se: 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays as 
of today Wed.) 


McPherrin To NBC-TV 


as Program Executive 
John W. MePherrin, ex-publish- 
er of American mag and veep at 


Crowell-Collier Publishing, joins 
NBC-TV as a general program 
executive. He'll “specialize in 


long-range editorial planning” for 
the network's 
“Tonight” parlay. 
Before he starts on the new tv 
job, he'll visit several  affils 
which carry the trio for Richard 
Linkroum, exee producer of net- 
work participating programs. 


have | 


Authority | 
can aecept without ‘feeling that it} 


independent television, | 


“Today”’’-"‘Home’’- | 





+ 


Lux Goes Legit 


“Lux Video Theatre,” which has 
stuck to its original premise of 
Hollywood - adaptations -only with 
|few major departures, is “going 
legit” for the first time. The NBC- 
TV program will do “Wayward 
Saint,” a short-lived Broadway 
|play of the 1954-55 season, as its 
| Aug. 30 presentation. 

Liam Redmond is coming over 
‘from Ireland to recreate his origi- 
‘nal Broadway role on the tv show. 
Play was written by Paul Vincent 


Carroll, 





It's Three Down 
Seven To Go On 
Ford's ‘Jubilee 


entry “Producers’ Showease,” has 
been finalized for next season, with 


all 10 one-a-month attractions ac- 
counted for, CBS-TV counterpart, 
“Ford Star Jubilee” has hit a 
; snail's pace in progress. Thus far 
only three shows are Cefinite, with 
remaining seven-entries only a 
gleam in the programmers’ eyes. 
Set thus far are the opening 
show, based on Cole Porter’s 
reer as a tunesmith (Gordon Mac- 
Rae and Shirley Jones will play 
leads): 
cal which CBS lend-leased from 
Metro, and Sidney Kingsley’s “Men 
In White.” (Kingsley is under ex- 
clusive contract to the network 
With a writer-producer status. 
Arthur Schwartz committed 
three specs but nothin’s been 


is 


to 


formalized as yet, although there’s | 
been talk of his doing an updated | 
“Bandwagon” musical and a musi- | 


cal version of “Green Pastures.” 
There have also been discussions 
with Ed Murrow on the possibility 
of doing a year-end “Jubilee” spec 
based on highlights of 1956. 


WCAU’S 6506 FOR 





SCRANTON UHF’ER | 


Philadelphia, Aug. 7. 


WCAU, Ine., of this city, has 
purchased control of television | 
station WGBI-TV, Scranton, Pa. | 
UHF outlet, which broadcasts on |} 


Channel 22, serves 1,500,000 view- 
ers in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 
Donald W. Thornburgh, presi- 
dent and general manager of 
WCAU stations, said WGBI-TV will 
remain exclusively a Scranton op- 
eration. WCAU, Inc., under an 
agreement with the shareholders 
of Scranton Broadcasters, 
paid $650,000 for one-half 
outstanding capital stock 
shares of the total of 
voting stock. 
Philly group 
in the tv. 
tion will 


of the 
and 15 
20 shares of 


is interested 


be transferred to a new 


corporation owned entirely by the | 
of Scranton | 


present stockholders 
3roadcasters, Inc. Expansion plans 
include erecting a new antenna 
more than twice as high as present 
tower and constructing a new 
transmitter building. 


Geo. Burns, Son Sought 


For ‘Playhouse 90’ Entry 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
George Burns has been ap- 
proached by CBS-TV to co-star with 
son Ronnie in “Sideman and Son,” 
for the net’s upcoming “Playhouse 
90” series. Story deals with a cloth- 


ing salesman and his showbiz son. | 
that | 


However, i'’s understood 
while Burns likes the script, he’s 
leery of doing a 90-minute live 
teledrama. 


Arness to Hit Road 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
CBS-TV brass and star Jim Ar- 
ness of the “‘“Gunsmoke”’ teleseries 
are mulling a p.a. tour through the 
U. S. for Arness, starting Oct. 6. 
to plug the start of the new fall 
i series, 

















SAMMY KAYE 
Swinging and Swaying 
On Tour 
Aug. 10 thru 16, Steel Pier, Atlantic 
Cty. HM. d. 
Columbia Records - current release, 





| 
} 
| 


Although NBC-TV’s major spec , 


“EVERY SUNDAY MORNING” 
b/w “ONCE AGAIN.” 

New Album Release: 
Sammy Kaye Swings and Sways 
MY FAIR LADY (For Dancing) 

On ABC Radio—“Sunday Serenade” 








‘Amateur Hour’ 
Intl Status In 
Live Mex Stanza 





Ca- | 


the “Wizard of Oz” filmusi- | 


the | 


Inc., | 


only | 
The Scranton radio sta- | 


Reemack Corp, which packages 
the “Original Amateur Hour,” is 


| goine international with a full hour | 


weekly live Mexican version. Deal 
nas been negotiated between Ree- 
mack and Emilio Azcarraga, Mex- 
ican radio-tv kingpin and owner 
of five video operations through- 
out Mexico, whereby a Latino ver- 
sion will originate out of Azcar- 
raga’s XEW in Mexico City and 
be carried on his Mex network of 
stations. 


| the weekly show on ABC-TV, there 
will be a Mex counterpart on the 
| below-the-border show. However, 
there will be an interchange of 
talent between the two. stanza, 
with the three-time winners of the 
ABC stanza to participate in the 
Mexican edition and vice versa. 
Mex show preems on 


In place of Ted Mack, who does | 





The New Nielsens 


(Top 10 for 2 Weeks Ending July 14) 


Total Audience 
$64,000 Question (CBS) 
Ed Sullivan Show (CBS) .... 
$64.000 Challenge (CBS) .... 
All Star Baseball Game (NBC) 
Lux Theatre (NBC) . 
What’s My Line (CBS) 
Steve Allen Show (NBC) 
Gunsmoke (CBS) 
Dragnet ‘NBC) 
Ford Theatre (NBC) 


“eee 
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Average Audience 


$64,000 Question (CBS) .... 35.0 
$64,000 Challenge ‘CBS) .... 28.3 
What’s My Line (CBS) ..... 26,2 
Ford Theatre (NBC) ...... 24.0 
Gunsmoke (CBS) .......... 24.0 
Ed Sullivan Show (CBS) .... 23.7 
Dregnet CIBC) .......... 23.6 
I’ve Got A Secret .* 28.5 
Alfred Hitchcock Presents 
cee) a. S 23.2 
Do You Trust Your Wife 
NE eee eee & 23.1 








Test Case in Steamboat Springs 


Gov. Ed Johnson Defies FCC Cease & Desist Order 


On Booster Station 


—* 





vv 


WOR’s Huckster Show 


Madison Avenue activities | will 
be spotlighted in a new five-minute 


strip show over WOR, N. Y., head- | 


lining Joseph Kaselow, advertising 
editor of the 
Tribune, and sponsored by Edward 
Petry & Co., station reps. 

The advertising column of the 
air starts Monday (13) at 7:45 
and is expected to feature remote 
pickups from various agencies once 
a week. It is believed the first 
show of its kind in New York and 


rep as a sponsor. 





Plymouth Mulls 


A Midnite Spec 
As 2006 1-Shet 


Plymouth Dealers are mulling 
the first latenight (11:15 p.m. to 
12:45 a.m.) video spectacular in 
netwo:k history for sometime next 
fall. It’s nip and tuck on whether 
dea! will be finalized between N.W. 


Ayer, agency for the sponsor, and | 
CBS-TV, but if it is, the dealers | 
Oct. 1, | are expected to spend well over 


probably in the 7:30 to 8:30 Sun- | $200,000 for the one-shot. 


day evening time (which, 


inci- 


Blueprin: is an outgrowth of a 


dentally will be the same period | local program, called “New Year 


“a 


on which “Amateur Hour” holds 
forth on ABC next season, when 
it is moved up from the current 
9 to 10 p.m. Sabbath slot.) 

Meanwhile plans are in the 
| works now for kine editions of the 
| Latino show 
|Mestre’s Cuban network and in 
Venezuela. A Mex sponsor is now 
being lined up. 

Negotiations between Azcarraga 
and Reemack were consummated 
by Tyro Productions, the exploita- 
| tion arm of Reemack. 


Fedderson Nixed On 
Alleged Embezzler; 





Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

CBS top level execs in N. Y. 
have ordered Don Fedderson, pro- 
ducer-owner: of the Edgar Bergen 
quizzer, ,“‘Do You Trust Your 
Wife?” to substitute another epi- 
|sode tonight (7) for the one in 
which an alleged bank embezzler 
appeared as a contestant with his 


wife, Jacqueline Beer, onetime 
“Miss France.” Jim Morgan, direc- 
tor, toiled through most of last 


night to dub a new program so as 
not to disturb the show's contin- 
ulty 


Last Tuesday Fedderson was in- 


structed by CBS in N. Y. to mail 
a print of the disputed program. 
| Decision to expunge the contro- 
versial program, it is said, “came 
from the top.” There had been 
no objections from the show’s two 
| Sponsors. 

| It now remains to be decided 
| who takes the loss of the $35,000 
/production cost for the half-hour 
/film that can never be shown in 
| this series. Fedderson met his 
/contractual obligation by deliver- 
_ing the print to CBS and the spon- 
sors never benefitted from the 
show being on the network. This 
puts it squarely up to CBS, which 


jordered the show thrown out. 


to be used on Goar | 





Who Pays the 35&? 





| outh 


| major 





In N.Y.” done by WCBS-TV (flag 
of the network) on Jan. 1 of this 
year, The N.Y. Plymouth dealers 
conceived of a local one-shot of 
similar smalltime spec dimensions 
for themselves in the fall, but dur- 
ing the Ayer-WCBS negotiations 
other dealer assns. wanted in, so 
it became a network matter, with 
the local station figuring heavily 


| in the talks. | 
The station reported Friday (3) 


that the deal may be dead, but an 
Ayer spokesman said that as far 
as he knew it was still on. Sponsor 


is said to want more participation | 


by network personnel in carrying 


ithe show off. 


Stars or date have not been dis- | 
|cussed. When show was slated for 


WCBS-only it was estimated that 


it would cost N. Y. Plymouth 
dealers $42,500. 
Meantime, the manufacturing 


arm of _Plymouth, according to 
Ayer, has made a decision to re- 
enter network sponsorship. Agency 
spokesman indicated that 
is o.0.ing all network avail- 
abilities it can find for a “show of 
stature.” Last year, 


Plymouth division of Chrysler 


| Corp. spent $4,000,000 in time and 
| talent for twice-weekly sponsorship 
| of 


“News Caravan” on NBC-TY. 





National Spot Radio 


Tn 20% Hike for 56 


National spot radio, in a six- 
month overall tabulation, was 
found to have made a 20% jump 


over the Jan.-June period of 1955. | 
Data was compiled after the month- | 
ly spot report by Price-Waterhouse. | 


In June, radio spot hit $11,389,- 
000, slightly below May, but 30° 
over June of 1955. (There was a 


dropoff in tv spot, too, this spring.) | 


Six month total in radio was $65,- 
647.000, vs. $54,824,000 for the sim- 
ilar period in 1955. 


= 





' “personal 


Shirley Booth Dickers 





Denver, Aug. 7. 
Gov. Ed Johnson defied the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
in ordering a Steamboat Springs 
(Colo.) station to ignore an FCC 
order to discontinue use of a 


New York Herald | booster station so that Steamboat 
| Springs people can enjoy televi- 


sion. 

W. R. Webber, who sells tele- 
vision sets in Steamboat Springs, 
put up the booster power at his 
own expense, and allowed anyone 


ito use the output without charge. 


| Along eame an FCC agent, 


the only one to garner a station | ordered 


who 
the tower use _ discon- 


tinued. 


Gov. Johnson, a former U. S, 
Senator, whe once served as chair- 
man of the U. S. Senate Commerce 
Commission, has created a new 
communications | staff” 
and has named Webber as its first 
member. He authorized § and 
directed Webber “to continue to 
serve the people of Steamboat 
Springs without charge by boost- 
ing ‘on channel’ the tv signal of 
KOA-TV, Denver.” Johnson said 
he took this action without consult- 
ing with legal authorities or the 
state public utilities commission. 
He feels that in this manner Colo- 
rado may become the _ testing 
ground of “the arbitrary and in- 
comprehensible action of the FCC 
to deny entertainment and educa- 
tion to people in isolated areas.” 


Steamboat Springs is unable to 
get tv signals in the ordinary man- 
ner, being ringed with mountains. 
So Webber put up the booster tow- 
er in order to be able to have a 
market for tv sets. Johnson said 
the operation ‘does not. inter- 
fere electronically or otherwise in 
any degree with any tv broadcast 
interstate or intrastate.” Johnson 
also said an agent of the FCC 
“without regard for the public in- 
terest and the cultural and educa- 
tional needs and rights of the peo- 
ple of Steamboat Springs, ordered 

(Continued on page 39) 





Charles Ayres In 
NBC Radio Exit 


In a move not’ unexpected, 
Charles Ayres exited this week as 
veepee in charge of NBC Radio. 
While the Ayres departure was 
known to be on tap (as disclosed in 
last week’s VARIETY), the sudden- 


|ness with which it came, however, 
|took many an NBCer by surprise. 
Plym- | 


Ayres joined the network last 
Nov. 1, moving over from ABC. A 
successor is expected to be named 
shortly and for the time being the 
duties will be divided between 
Billy Goodheart and Jack Cleary, 
the former riding herd on the 
web’s new “Bandstand” morning 
show with Cleary handling the 
afternoon and nighttime program- 
ming rosters. Fred Horton con- 
tinues in charge of sales. All re- 
port to NBC prexy Robert W. Sar- 
noff. 





TV ‘Torch Bearers’ 


Shirley Booth has expressed in- 


'terest in doing a 90-minute ty ver- 


sion of George Kelly’s “The Torch 
Bearers” for CBS. 

If it goes on it will be done 
either on the network’s “Ford Star 
Jubilee” Saturday night series or 


ion “Playhouse 90.” 
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TV’s 103 Sunday Supplements 


There are now 103 Sunday newspapers throughout the country 


carrying separate tv supplements. 


That’s a situation without 


parallel in show biz-newspaper relations, unheard of, for example, 
even in the days when the film industry grabbed the lion’s share 


of entertainment copy. 


The newspapers are finding the supplements a revenue bonanza 
for advertisers who are not only anxious to identify themselves 
with the tv logs and their readership appeal but are paying pre- 


mium rates for the privilege. 


For the press departments at the networks and ad agencies, 
Color supplements, as a rule, re- 
quire four to six weeks’ advance servicing. But most shows aren't 
cast that far ahead, with result that the webs all too often lose out 


it’s a headachy turn of events. 


on tinted displays. And even if the shows are cast, 
constructed until close to show time. 
added expense on the part of the press departments in 


sets aren't 
Which often entails an 
“faking” 


facsimilies of the sets to be used in order to bring in an appro- 


priate layout. 


Last year at this time there were less than 60 Sunday papers 


carrying separate tv supplements. 


close to a score of new ones. 


packed with business. 


Since May there have been 


Last week the Baltimore American 
joined the ranks as the latest to go ‘“‘tv supplement.” 


It was jam- 








Pat Weaver's Who, Me?” 





Denies Knowledge of Impending NBC Shakeup, 
Spikes Resignation Rumor 


- 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Those rumors floating around the 
trade since the efficiency engineer- 
ing firm of Booz, Allen & Hamil- 
ton has been “going through” NBC 
and RCA were ridiculed by Syl- 
vester “Pat” Weaver, NBC board 
chairman, as “perennial gossip to 
be expected at this time with no 


foundation in fact.’”” He said he 
knew nothing of an impending 
shakeup of NBC personnel and 
also spiked the widely circulated 
report that he was leaving the 
network. 

As for an offer from Crowell-| 


Collier’s to head up its tv-radio op- 
eration, “it doesn’t merit consid- 
eration,” he said, and added he 
knows of no other offers assertedly 
proposed to him. “This week 
marks my seventh year with NBC 
and despite the recurring rumors, I 
am tied to NBC by contract and 
will continue with the network,” he 
said.” 

Admittedly here on a selling mis- 
sion for the tv network, Weaver 
said he made two presentations 
to clients in Frisco and two here. 
He is extremely bullish about color 
specs and believes that next season 
will show an increase over last. 
Only half of three Monday night 
specs remain unsold. 


“The type of programming which | 
I inaugurated when I joined NBC | 


is working out: very 
and will be maintained next sea- 
son,” said Weaver. “When pro- 
grams are scheduled the same hour 
the same night every week in the 
year 
You 
value 


satisfactorily 


lose audience and 
when the viewer 
(Continued on page 39) 





Camel Returning 
To NBC-TY Fold 


When R. J. Reynolds pulled out 
of the John Cameron Swayze news 
show a few weeks back, the pros- 


pect of the whole network becom- | 


AL LEWIS TO HELM 


ing a dry and arid spot insofar as 
Camel ciggies was concerned 
loomed prominently on the NBC- 
TV horizon. 

However, the sales boys mus- 
tered their forces over the’ past 
week to remedy the conspicuous 
lack (particularly since Camel is so 
well entrenched on CBS) and rec- 
tified the situation. As result, R. 
J. Reynolds will now become a 
co-sponsor with Toni of Art Link- 
letter’s “People Are Funny” stanza 
when the show shifts to the Satur- 
cay 7:30 p.m. period in the fall. 

Originally “People” was slated 
for Tuesday night 10:30, but lack- 
ing a sponsor, NBC maneuvered 
the shift to Saturday, persuaded 
Toni to pull out of the Perry Como 
show (with RCA going into the lat- 


ter) and staked a claim in “Peo- 
ple.” 








the medium loses its vitality. | 
publicity | 
know’s| Benrus and Lanolin Plus into the | 


| 


| 





Sullivan 19.9; Allen 15.5 


Steve Allen, utilizing Judy 
Holliday, Carmen Cavallero 
and Louis Jordan on his Sun- 
day (5) NBC-TV’er, came 
closer to Ed Sullivan on CBS- 
TV than he ever has before, 
barring his Elvis Presley vic- 
tory over the columnist last 
month. 

Allen registered a 15.5 rat- 
ing and a 34.9 share against 
Sullivan’s 19.9 and 43.2. 








‘Break the Bank’ 


Breaks Out With 
$250,000 Format 


“Break the Bank” gets a new 
lease on life, with the Bert Parks- 
emceed quizzer resurrected from 
threatened oblivion by the NBC- 
TV sales forces. (Show has been 
a Dodge-sponsored ABC-TV entry 
the past season, but with the aute 
company deciding to call it quits.) 
However, in keeping with the give- 
away craze the ante is being upped 
and it will now be possible under 
the new format for three persons 
to compete for a grand prize of 
$250,000, giving it the same payoff 
status as Revlon’s ‘“‘Most Beautiful 
Girl in the World.” “Bank” tees 
off Oct. 9. 

NBC has succeeded in bringing | 


sponsorship picture and_ they'll 
jointly sponsor the show in the 
Tuesday night 10:30 period next 
season. That’s the slot originally 
reserved for “People Are Funny,” 
but latter has been shifted to Sat- 
urday night 7:30. 

It now gives Parks a major stake 
in the NBC radio & tv program- 
ming picture since he also emcees 
the two-hour cross-the-board 
“Bandstand” show (with an hour 


|of it as a video simulcast). 
i 








| DeSoto (Groucho omg 
(is a far cry from the 





‘Hackett 








GOBEL’S TV SHOW, 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Al Lewis, creator of “Our Miss 
Brooks,” has been named produc- 
er-director of George Gobel’s NBC- 
TV show succeeding Hal Kanter, 
who’s exiting to “carry out his 
plans for expanded activities, in- 
cluding other Gobel assignments 
in tv and feature films.” He cur- 
rently is directing Gobel in “I 
Married A Woman” at RKO and 
will also direct him in another 
film property under negotiation. 

Kanter will also help out on 
specs and one-shots on which Go- 
bel appears. Lewis collabed with 
Kanter on the Danny Kaye radio 
show years ago and also worked 
with him in Armed Forces Radio 
Service during war. 





NETWORKS SRO 
DESPITE DETOUA 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The television networks, notably 
NBC and CBS, have pulled off the 
neatest trick of the year—attaining 
a virtual SRO status for the new 
season without benefit of approxi- 
mately $25,000,000 in uncommitted 
automotive sponsorship coin. 


Particularly for NBC, the upcom- 
ing season threatened disastrous 
consequences in terms of Detroit 
client pullouts, especially since NBC 
had put such reliance on the auto 
companies to perpetuate the spec 
concept of programming. Yet de- 
spite such conspicuous defections 
as the parent General Motors, 
along with Ford, Pontiac, Plymouth 
and Chrysler (and in the case of 
CBS the Buick pullout), the two 
networks are in as healthy a night- 
time position as they can recall. 


True, the automotive retreat has 
taken its toll on the 90-minute 
spec formula (with Ford cancelling 
out of the Monday night ‘Produc- 
ers’ Showcase” and NBC abandon- 
ing its Friday night spec program- 
ming), yet with the exception of a 
mere handful of availabilities, NBC 
and CBS are practically closed up 
tight. 
in, 
fringe leftovers. 

CBS’ major auto coin will come 
from Ford (“Ford Star Jubilee’’), 
Lincoln-Mercury (“Ed Sullivan 
Show”) and. Chrysler (“Climax’’), 
while NBC will still be riding with 
Oldsmobile (Saturday night specs), 
Chevrolet (the Dinah Shore and 
Bob Hope 60-minute spreads) and 
But this 


jeom er 





sorship picture which it Detroit 
& Co. moving into the No. 
among all client categories. 


For CBS the situation wasn’t too 


acute, for the network put some- | 


what less reliance on the automo- 
tives than 
needs only an alternate-week one- 
hour sponsor on its forthcoming 


“Playhouse 90’ dramatic series to | 


post the SRO nighttime sign. 
NBC, avowedly disturbed over 
the GM, Pontiac, Plymouth, Chrys- 
ler and Ford exodus, nonetheless 
went to work over the past four | 
weeks and, in a major reshuffling | 
of its programming schedule (and 
in the face of a Friday night spec 
retreat), corralled $15,000,000 
new sponsorship coin to counteract 
the auto breakdown. With the ex- 
ception of Monday 7:30 to 7:45 and | 
fragments of Sid Caesar and Steve 
Allen and two “Producers’ Show- 
case” installments, NBC has gone | 
clean, with every indication that | 


| fall in line. 


When “People Are Funny” faced 
| a sponsorless season, NBC persuad- 
|ed Toni to shift from Perry Como | 
to the Art Linkletter showcase, 
subsequently installing RCA into 
the Como segment. On top of that 
it maneuvered Toni into the Buddy 
“Stanley” Monday night 
show as co-sponsor with Pall Mall, 
after Helene Curtis checked off be- 
cause the ciggie ouffit objected to | 


(Continued om page 38) 


WENDELL CAMPBELL 
AS GT SALES CHIEF 


Appointment of Wendell R. 
Campbell national sales man- 
ager of General Teleradio’s o&o0 
radio and tv stations highlights a 
number 
week, 

Oscar Nittel, chief accountant 
for the WOR division, has been 


named assistant treasurer of GT, 
while Clifford A. Frohnhoefer, as- 
sistant comptroller of Mutual the 
past three years, has been shifted 
to the comptroller’s spot at WOR. 
Both appointments are effective 
Sept. 1. 
Campbell, 





as 


long associated with | 


If the auto companies went | 
it’s a case of moving in on the | 


1 slot | 


NBC. Today Columbia | 


in | 
| mentioned soap strips. 


| comes 20 units. 


pre-September commitments will | at 


HOW TO LIVE WITHOUT A CAR 








This Crazy Business 

Here’s an instance of how 
cumbersome the operation of 
a rapidly expanding tv net- 
work can become: 

Bob Wilbor, a 
film director for N. W. Ayer 
agency in N. Y., was roused 
out of a sleep at 3 ayem on 
July 26, the day the Andrea 
Doria sank, by an urgent mes- 
sage from the NBC-TV news 
department. He was told to 
meet a Coast Guard cutter at 
an eastside Manhattan dock 
to head up a network crew 
covering the disaster. 

Wilbor, thinking he was be- 
ing asked to take on a free- 
lance job, said “That’s fine, 
how much will I be paid?” 
“Be paid?” was the querulous 
reply to Wilbor who quit the 
“Today” - “Home” - “Tonight” 
operation some eight months 
ago for the Ayer post, ‘‘Aren’t 
you with NBC?” 


commercial 








Colgate Mad About 
Those Soaps: Inks’ 





Colgate-Palmolive came through 


yesterday (Tues.) with another | 
'$1,500,000 in gross billings for 
CBS Radio, thereby doubling its 
original order on the web's day- 
\time radio. C-P has inked for an | 
ladditional five seven-and-a-half | 


minute units a week in CBS soaps, 
|*“*Backstage Wife,” “Our Gal Sun- 


day” and “Second Mrs. Burton.” 
| Sponsor has also taken another 
five daylight units in the CBS) 


|scheme, but the programs in which | 


| they will be inserted have not been 
determined. 


Initial C-P order, to start Sept. 


$1,500,000 More 


Trade Ponders Tom Q’Neil’s Future 
Stake in Mutual in Light of Events; 
New Affiliation Pact May Be Key 


+ 


An accumulation of events has 
the trade trying to figure out 
whether Mutual will be the first 
of the radio networks to go out 
of business. 

First of all there’s the swiping 
by NBC of Mutual affils in Cleve- 
land and Fort Wayne to compen- 
sate for its Westinghouse defec- 
tions. Then there was the big Chi 
blow when WGN decided to go in- 
dependent. Losses in revenue add 
further to chairman Thomas 
O’Neil’s problems at MBS. 

Then there is the question of 
how O'Neil himself feels about con- 
tinuing in network radio. Not too 
long ago, many industryites had 
the idea that O’Neil’s interest in 
Mutual was waning, but the net- 
work dismissed all reports as er- 
roneous. Yet new light may have 
been shed on O’Neil’s feelings 
when the network partially lost its 
affiliation at WAFB, Baton Rouge, 
La., to ABC-—an event that went 
almost unnoticed when NBC Radio 
lost its Westinghouse affils. 

One of the reasons WAFB is be- 
|lieved to have made a joint ABC- 
| Mutual affiliation is because ABC 
jis in a position to offer some rela- 
tively strong network material, 
But circumstances surrounding the 
two-ply affiliation, which went into 
effect last Wednesday (1), suggest 
Something far deeper to onlookers, 

The Dwight Martin Story 

WAFB is headed by Dwight 
Martin, who until only a few 
|months ago was a veep at General 
|Teleradio under O'Neil. Consid- 
ered in the know by most everyone 
at Mutual and GenTel, Martin was 
in a position to know the inner- 
most workings of the O’Neil opera- 
tion. Hence, there is a feeling 
| that in bringing ABC into the 
WAFB picture Martin was reacting 
to what may be O’Neil’s privately 
|expressed feelings as to the future 
|of radio networking. The ABC tie 
would serve as a “buffer” against 
|the day that MBS goes out of biz 
lor is sold to new management. 
(The possibility of O’Neil selling 
|out instead of dropping out is 
slight, since the most saleable part 
af the network are the o&o’s, which 
he wants.) 





3, was for 10 seven-and-a-half min- | 


| ute weekly buys in the three afore- 


|total daytime network buy  be- 


it deducts approximately 25% 
|from gross billings in radio to get 
the net billings figure; that 


| would put the C-P buy at a return 





(Continued on page 38) 


CHESEBROUGH-POND’S 
BUYS ‘WB PRESENTS’ 


Chesebrough-Pond’s nes cence 
| the alternate-week hour of ‘‘Warner 
| Bros. Presents.” With that fall va- 
cancy filled, ABC-TV becomes SRO 





on Tuesday nights. 


| 
| 


| which 


of GT appointments this | 


| enne” 
those respective 





F 


bought “Conflict,’ 
changes in the 7:30 
8:30 p.m. spot with General-Elec 
tric’s “‘Cheyenne” offerings. Chese- 
brough, in its first ABC buy in 
history, recently pacted--for alter 
nate sponsorship of ‘Adventures of 
Jim Bowie,” Fridays at 8 p.m 
Other sponsor there American 
Chicle. 

Overall show title, “WBP” is 
_ being eliminated, it seems. ‘“‘Chey- 
and “Conflict’’ will bear 


Sponsor has 


+ 
to 


1S 


dropping its title identification. 





Gleason’s Script Stable 


Jackie Gleason has pacted his 
stable of writers, bulk of them be- 
ing bought from the William Mor- 


CBS and a former’v.p. of CBS ris Agency. Gleason is under the 
radio in charge of spot sales, will | wing of Music Corp. of America. 


supervise and coordinate the sales | 


On the script s‘aff are Arnold 


activities of GT’s station reps, H-R | Auerbach, Hal Collins, Terry Ryan, 
and Adam Young. 


Arnie Sutan and Marvin Worth. 


Hence, the | 


CBS reports that | 


titles on alter-| 
nate weeks, with the Coast major | 


| The lowest of the four radio net- 
works in billings, Mutual has been 
a substantial loss for O’Neil, who 
also owns RKO Pictures and sev- 
eral lucrative owned-operated sta- 
|tions in both radio and tv. 
In 1955, Mutual’s gross billings 
| were under $16,000,000. They were 
nearly $20,500,000 in 1954 and over 
$23,150,000 in 1953. The $16,000,- 
1/000, apart from being a heavy loss 
lover previous years, is not consid- 
| ered an indication of the true prof- 
it picture, since the gross is in- 


| (Continued on page 40) 





Swayze To Exit 
| NBC-TV News Slot 


After helming the show for 
eight years, John Cameron Swayze 
will exit the NBC-TV News Cara- 
van. It’s understood that Chet 
Huntley will get the nod as 
| Swayze’s successor with expecta- 
| tions that he’ll go in soon after the 
| political conventions. 

For years one of the big coin 


earners for NBC, particularly dur- 
ing the period when Camel was 
underwriting the stanza cross-the- 
board, News Caravan has _ since 
fallen on leaner periods. Camel is 
no longer identified with the pro- 
gram. Plymouth, which co-spon- 
sored last season, is also out. Show 
is now being sold to a variety of 
sponsors, including Time, Miles 
Labs, Sperry Rand and National 
Carbon. 





Also, ratings are harder to come 
by these days, with the ABC and 
CBS lineups getting much the bet- 
ter of it. 
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Birmingham College's On-the-Air 
TV Stock Company Gets Sponsor 


Birmingham, Aug. 7. 

Actors, playwrights and techni- 
cians with a yen to get into tv have 
found an outlet here in the second 
season of a tv summer stock com- 
pany under the direction of Arnold 
Powell and Birmingham-Southern 
College Sunday afternoons for 30 
minutes weckly on WBRC-TV. The 
show is sponsored, too. 

This tv summer stock company, 
called the Birmineham Southern 
Summer Studio, offers opportuni- 
ties for civic theatre actors and 
local playwrights as well as stu- 
dent actors, playwrights and tech- 
nicians, 

The nine-week series which be- 
gan July 1 and ends Aug. 28 is 
again under the direction of Dr. 
Arnold Powell, bead ot the drama 
department at Birmingham Col- 
lege. (He studied tv writing under 
Edward Barry Roberts at Yale sev- 
eral years ago.) 

Sponsor tor the series Ala- 
bama -Blue’ Cross-Blue Shield, 
which uses the 1:30 p.m. spot Sun- 


is 


days in the other seasons tor 
panel show, “What's Your Prob- | 
lem?” The sponsor pays the col- | 


lege for the dramatic show. - 
Powell, who directs every show, 
has two scripts in rehearsal at all 
times with the studcnt class—ior 
college credit—working daytimes 
on one show and a Civic group— 
recruited incidentally, via tv on the 
show with a spot announcement 
about tryouts—rehearsing at nivht. 


These two groups present plays on | 


alternate wecks. 
The season opened with a stud- 


ent production of a Powell adapta- | 
Slory, | 


tion of the Stephen Crane 
“The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky.” 
First civic production was an 
adaptation of the Henry James 
story, “The Tone of Time,” written 
by student William Mobley. 

The third play was “Ten Tenor,” 
one-act play in the public damain 
by Frank Wedekind. The 
civic show “By Proxy” 
inal by Birmingham 
Ruby Lloyd Apsey. Sunday (29) 
the student group did “Uncle Billy 
and the Kids,” 
ent James Gillespy. 


was an orig- 


Future production include “Dar- 
lin’ Corey,” 
folk ballad and written by Powell; 
“A Day the Weeds Grew,” a Civil 
War story based on a real event 
concerning a Confederate heroine 
by Fred Woodress. a public rela- 
tions consultant; “My Last Duch- 
ess,” an original play based on the 
Robert Browning poem by former 
student Mary Jean Parson, now 
promotion director tor WSGN, 


Radio; and an untitled original by | 


Stuart Mims, Birmingham-South- 
ern faculty member with = one 
Broadway play to his credit. 


Powell does all his reheasing at | 
then puts up the sets | 


the college, 
in the WBRC-TV studios the Sat- 
urday night before th« Sound 
rehearsals are held Sunday morn- 
ings with only three hours of cam- 
era rehearsal time in the studio be- 
fore the aciual production. Pow- 
ell has two students on assistant- 
ships for technical help. 


RANK’S ‘MAGIC BOX’ 


show 


For the first time, “Kraft Thea 
tre’ will showease a feature film. | 
Next Wednesday (15), Kraft will! 
presen. “The Magic Box,” a J. Ar 
thur Rank production which had 
been sold to the net by National | 
Telefilm Associates. Telecast will 
be in colo 

The “live” format was scrapped 
for two reasons. Firstly, NBC feels 
that with the Democratic Na ional 
convention underway, the film edit- 
ed down to an hour is perfect 


standby if the show must be vanked 
because of convention 


deal with NBC, inked about a vear 
ago, the net has until Sept. 15 to 
telecast the Rank production. be- 


fore the film accrues back to NTA. | 


Next Wednesday's telecast will get 
NBC off the hook. 

The film, a joint effort by the 
British film industry, pays tribute 
to British cinema pioneer William 
Friese-Greene. Stars featured in- 
clude Robert Donat, Laurence Oli- 
vier and Michael Redgrave. 


; 


| 
a | 


fourth | 


playwricht | 
an original by stud- | 


an oviginal based on a | 


develop. | 
ments Another is ‘hat under NTA’s 





WBIR-TY Hits the Air 


Knoxville, Tenn., Aug. 7. 

Plans for lining up programming 
for WBIR-TV, new CBS affiliate 
which goes on the air for the first 
| time Sunday (12), are being firmed 
}up. WBIR-TV’s bow will give this 
| East Tennessee city its second VHF 
|station, the other VHFer being 
| WATE-TV, an ABC-NBC affiliate. 
| WTSK-TY is the UHF outlet here. 

Initial showing will highlight a 
preview of the Democratic nation- 
|al convention in Chicago. More 
| than 50 CBS shows have already 
| been scheduled and at least a doz- 





: | 
}en local “live” shows are scheduled 


for the beginning lineup. 

| Construction has begun on a new 
| 25,000 square foot studio building 
| which is expected to be completed 
|by early 1957. Pres and general 
|} manager John Hart estimated that 
the cost of technical equipment, 
transmitter, and the projected stu- 
dio building will run more than 
$750,000. 


j — 





| Newshawks’ Extra Loot 
Via ‘Press Conference, 


Look Good With Bosses 


The Martha Rountree-Oliver Pres- 
| brey NBC-TV package, “Press Con- 
i ference,” with its 125-station hook- 
up, is the largest loop for this sort 
'of program. “Meet The Press” has 
j}about 70 stations, of which 


sponsored. Corn Products under- 
writes “Press Conference” nation- 
oly. In addition, the show is go- 


ing on the entire Mutual web with 
200 stations committed and others 
to be added. 

Some 16 Washington correspond- 
ents comprise the ‘‘conterence,” of 
which Ruth Montgomery ‘INS), 
John O’Donnell (N.Y. News) and 
Dave Sentner (Hearst) are the per- 
manents. The guest newshawks 


get $150 a crack and, with 16 the} 


alone 
and 


‘ab there 
co-packager 


the 
The 


usual quota, 


‘is $2,500. 


femcee, Miss Rountree, tries to call | 


/on each at least one time; some- 
times there’s an encore or footnote 
question permitted but o herwise 
it is held down. The D.C. corre- 
| spondents corps frankly admits it’s 
great “personal ham stuff” and 
; they like it; besides, like with the 
solons themselves and their impact 
on their political constitutents, this 
also makes the newsmen and wom- 
len “look good with the bosses’ 
ing-listening posts. Inciden ally, it’s 
lan open secret that the newsmen’s 
mike-camera deportment governs 
their encores back for another $150 
weekly check. 

Incidentally, the Rountree-Pres 
brev news mag, “Fact,” published 
in Washington, has been permil ed 
to lapse of late because of the new 
video venture 


‘NO COM’L RIDE FOR 
- PITT’S EDUC’L TV’ER 


Washington, Aug. 7. 
The FCC vesterdayv (Mon.) 
turned down a request by educa- 
tional station WQED in Pittsburgh 
'to telecast the NBC coverage of 
the political conventions on a com- 


mercial basis 

Agency said it “cannot find” 
that the public interest would be 
served by allowing a noncommer- 
}cial station to accept compensa- 


tion from a network. 


Gen. Tire Buys TV 
| ‘Salute To Football’ 


NBC-TV got a sponsor but lost 
a spec. General Tire & Rubber will 
Go a “Kickoff¥ 1956 Salute to Foot- 
ball” on the network, with Sunday, 


Sept. 16, set as the date for the 
live half-hour. 
Network originelly hoped to 


/launeh the new grid season (as a 
lead-in to its broad NCAA, etc., 
coverage) with a 90-minute tele- 
) Cast patterned atter the spec it did 
this spring, called ‘Salute to Base- 
| ball.” Half-hovr sponsorship was 
jarranged by D’Arcy agency. 


20 are} 


‘Orson Welles Seg 
For ‘On Trial’ With 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

In deals set last week by pro- 
ducer Collier Young of the new 
NBC-TV “On Trial” series, Orson 
Welles will star in Joseph Cotten’s 
directorial debut in one stanza, and 
‘Ida Lupino will direct another. 

Welles-Cotten episode, ‘‘The Tich- 
| borne Claimant,” marks the first 
| professional reunion of the pair 
lsince “Citizen Kane” and “The 





| Magnificent Ambersons,” pix lensed | 


jalmost 15 years ago, were made. 
In addition to his directorial 
| duties, Cotten is the steady host- 
| narrator of the series, in which he, 
|producer Young, and _ scripters 
| Larry Mareus and Don Mankiewicz 
| are partners under the Fordyce En- 
'terprises banner. 

Miss Lupino will direct “The 
| Trial of Mary Surratt,” in which 
Cotten will also star. 


Justice Dept. Suit 
Vs. Philly Stations 


Washington, Aug. 7. 
Dept. of Justice last week fol- 
lowed up its criminal anti-trust ac- 
tion against Philadelphia radio sta- 
| tions with a similar civil suit to 











break an alleged conspiracy to fix | 


| radio advertising rates. 
| Suit was filed in the U. S. Dis- 


i Court in Philly against the | 


Philadelphia Radio and Television 
| Broadcasters’ Assn. and nine mem- 


ber radio stations (WCAU, WIP, | 
| WFIL, WHAT, WDAS, WIBG, | 
| WJMJ, WPEN and WFLN-FM). 


‘Named as a co-conspirator but not 
,as a defendant was Westinghouse 
Broadcasting Co., which operated 


The government is seeking to 
terminate restrictive 
niaintain published advertising 
rates, to cancel any “by-law, policy 
or code” adopted by the Associa- 
ition, and to require the organiza- 
tion to conform with the Sherman 
Act. 

Assistant Attorney 
charge of Anti-Trust 
| Hansen said 


General in 
Victor R. 
the purpose of the 


| tion to each of the radio broadcast- 
ing concerns involved and insure to 
purchasers of radio broadcasting 
| time the benefits of free and open 
' competition.” 





Hubbard’s Variations 


‘| Qn a ‘Monitor’ Theme 


{back home at their publishers’ look- | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 7. 
Believing that audio can still cut 


,a considerable swath “if it keeps | 


,on its toes” and that tuners-in want 

something different from time to 
time, Stan Hubbard, KSTP presi- 
dent-general manager, is launching 
a new programming concept that 
comprises a number of novelties 
for the Twin Cities. 

In essence, it’s a local variation 
of NBC’s ne‘work “Monitor” show 
which his NBC outlet 
carries, 

Featured are tapes, a la “Moni- 
tor,” made throughout the Twin 
Cities and surrounding area. These, 
for example, bring to the air a 
robbery witnesses’ first-hand ac- 
counts of the crime. a young man 
being sworn into the Army and 
interviews with various performers 


where the latter are holding forth. | 


These human interest tapes are 


being made as things happen and } 


Intersperse the music, news and 
weather report programs through- 
out the day and night in the ‘“Mon- 
itor’? manner. 

Unique here the part of 
Jimmy Valentine’s five-mornings-a- 
week “Party Line” show when the 
listening audience is privileged to 
participate in a discussion on any 
subject, 


is 


Jos. Cotten Directing $.....,..seeesse000 


KYW until its acquisition by NBC. | 


agreements to | 


suit is “to restore freedom of ac- | 


As Twin Cities Hypo 


station also} 


controversial or otherwise. 


—_——_—-_ 





SHFFHHEEHEFFE OH EF OED martes 
+ From the Production Centres 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Allan Jackson, CBS correspondent, reporting blow-by-blow the an 
/nual Soap Box Derby from Akron Sunday (12) ,. . Cleffer-88er Eddie 
| Heywood, on the CBS Radio “Woolworth Hour” guest roster last Sun- 
, day (5), also made an appearance same day on Mitch Miller’s audio- 
| cast via same web. ... Norman Secon guest recitaled on the first ot 
the new WQXR “Studio Series” last week and returns again next Sun- 
day (12) for another turn at the piano; it’s his first time on the sta- 
tion ... Martin Goldberg to research staff at H-R Reps ... Morgana 
| King, singer, and jazz pianist Bobby Scott will do a turn on CBS’ 
“Upbeat Saturday (11) Night” . . . Kim Novak integrated into tomor- 
rew’s (Thurs.) “Amos ’n’ Andy” on CBS ... At WCBS Radio: Jack 
Sterling acting on the networks televised ‘“‘Studio One” past Monday 
(6); Bob Haymes’ ayem casing on air four years Saturday (11); Martin 
Weldon has returned to “This Is New York” after a month in Puerto 
Rico and Dominican Republic; Lanny Ross plans concert tour through 
midwest in early October . . . Walter Winchell will forego vacation 
| time to participate in Mutual's national convention coverage. 

| Vicki Vola, and Donald Briggs co-star in 15-episode suspenser, 
|“Moon Madness,” on CBS’ “Aunt Jenny” skein; began yesterday 
| (Tues.) . . . Kidstar Ralph Robertson into CBS’ “My Son, Jeep”... 
Johnny Weismuller, Morey Amsterdam, Julie Styne guest on “Mitch 
| Miller Show,” CBS, Sunday (12). ... 

G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, NAM’s dir. of radio/tyv pr, flew to Chicago 
' Monday (6) to attend Demo convention and will spend two weeks fo!- 
| lowing in San Francisco for GOP conclave. Johnstone hasn't missed 
/a national political convention since 1924—the eventful “24 votes fo: 
| Underwood”-Alabama delegation “stall” which held up the Demo cone 
‘vention (old Madison Sq. Garden, N.Y.) that year for six weeks. but 
‘made Graham McNamee—whom Johnstone as flack for WEAF, N.Y., 
| had touted to his management as a guy with a great future—a house- 
‘hold word, 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


| While Bing Crosby lolls in the cool of Idaho’s Hayden Lake, Bill 
| Morrow is sweating over a hot typewriter in Hollywood to prepare his 
scripts. The shows are taped lake-side, for which there should be no 
| groaning ... The old bugaboo that tv'd baseball slows the turnstiles 
‘at the parks was exploded when the Hollywood Star’s prexy, Bob 
| Cobb, revealed that attendance is off from last season when the games 
| were televised. He gambled that no-tv would help the gate and lost 
| $100,000 for tv rights in the bargain. The Los Angeles Angels, who tv 
| Some of their games, are also less attended than last season when a!! 
games were pictureized . . . Ozzie Nelson worked through most of the 
| Summer and will have enough telefilms ready for Eastmgn to fill out 
the first quarter ...To mark 21st anni, Leo Burnett, gifted personne! 
with cash and lighters ... Zeke Manners, long one of the town’s top 
decjays, doesn’t go along with KLAC’s new policy of playing only the 
top 30 disks, He points out that when he was on KFWB he tripled the 
rating of the KLAC jocks because he ignored the top 10. “It destroys 
incentive and why dial me when they can get them on the other sta- 
tions.” He doesn’t guess wrong very often and was in the driver's seat 
on the rock & roll fad... Japan Trade Center bought four quarter 
hours on KNX to hop up interest in Nipponese travel. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


NBS newsman Clifton Utley, absent from the local radio-ty scene 
for nearly three years while recovering from a serious illness, returns 
| Sept. 3 to a regular WMAQ berth, taking over the 5 to 5:05 p.m, news 
strip vacated by Austin Kiplinger who’s moving to Washington 
Account exec Bob Singer elevaied to veepee ranks at Olian & Bron- 





ner... NBC’s THT sales specialist Ed Stockmar and family getting 
away from it all for two weeks in the Northern Wisconsin lake 
country ...CBS newscaster Frank Reynolds addressing the Hammond 


| (Ind.) Optimists Club today (Wed.) Deejay Eddie Hubbard has 
| deserted the freelance ranks to sign an exclusive pact with WGN .. 
| WBBM’s Joe Foss will do the play-by-play on the Big 10 pickups on 
CBS’ college football roundup next fall... Chi AFTRA exec secre- 
tary Ray Jones in New York this week for huddles with national top- 
per Don Conaway ... WGN-TV telecast the annual All-Star fooibal! 
luncheon yesterday (Tues.). Sun-Times columnist Irv Kupeinet emceed 
and Chicago Federal Savings & Loan bankrolled Ventriloquist 
Terry Bennett working a Saturday morning kiddie show on WBKB 
for Polk Bros Commentator-record spinner Norman Ross on a 
| quickie junket to Europe WBBM-TV has auditioned 1l-vear-old 
| Susan Heinkel tor a projected new moppet show . Sig Sakowicz 
fiying to Europe to tape servicemen interviews for a new radio show 
- While Jack Eigen scanned the Las Vegas scene, Daddy-O Daylie 
| helmed his WMAQ Chez Show last week .. . Teddy Phillips and oreh 
debut on WBKB Aug. 18 for People’s Pontiac, 


IN BOSTON... 


WNAC-TV has expanded its staff with the addition of 11 people 
Peggy Williams, promosh; Peggy McDonald, transcription; Kay O’Con- 
nor, radio traffic; John Porcello, Fred Alloi, production supervisors 
for tv; Marie Accamando, accounting; Marilyn Tucker, local sales 
Stanley Rosenthal, tv news; Bickford Webber, tv films, Grethe Chris- 
tiansen, promosh; Marjorie Wilde, radio copywriter . . . Louise Mor- 
gan, WNAC-TV personality, leaves Friday (10) for two weeks vacas! 
in Nantucket National Shawmut Bank of Boston renewed its 
WNAS-TV spots through Oct., 1957, this week- and C. F. Mueller Co 
is signed to sponsor the new “Dr. Christian” series 4 p.m. Sundays 
beginning Oct. 7... Four Aces, Eileen Rodgers and Betty Wells <spo'- 
lighted the musical cast on WBZ-TV's “Saturday Hop” (4) with Norm 
Prescott and Alan Dary co-hosting .. . WBZ-TV inked to carry “Om- 


nibus” starting Oct. 14 Sundays at 2:30 to 4 Cameramen from 
WBZ-TV are filming N. E. beach resorts for showing over the sta- 
tion’s 6:30 p.m. newseasts . Jean McDonough named asst. public 


service and education director tor WBZ-WBZA radio this frame . 
Art Smith, WEEI, announcer and newsman, picked up a third degree 
sunburn and windburn covering the collision of the “Andrea Doria’ 
and the “Stockholm” and did his stint on “‘Beantown Matinee” swathed 
{in bandages Rod MacLeish, WBZ news director, sold a short 
story, “The Senator.” based on radio news politico reporting to the 
Saturday Evening Post this week. MacLeish’s previous Post story, 
“Night of Disaster.” based on last vear’s New England floods, was 
bought by Metro for filming. 


A phone serves as the instrument | 


on which the audience participant 
can be heard as Valentine 
views him or her or permits the 
;expression of opinions publicly 
over the air. 

In this way, Hubbard points out, 
KSTP is allowing setowners to air 
{their views on politics, highway 
| safety, such household problems as 
| how to ill “quack grass” and what- 
inot, with Valentine as the modera- 
‘tor. 


inter- | 


WRCV staged a farewell party (7) for Ruth Welles, who resigned 
after 16 years as a daytime radio commentator . .. Kitchen Kapers, 
| WIP’S “roadshow,” has moved into its temporary summer quarters—# 
‘lion’s cage in Willow Grove Park . . . WIP is originating broadcasis 
i with deejay Joe McCauley and Wendy Phillips, station’s women’s direc- 
tor, from the Chalfonte-Haddon Hall Hotel, Atlantic City .. . Steve 
| Allison (WPEN) and Mary Margaret Kearney (‘WCAU) had paris in 
| the Playhouse in the Park production of “Solid Gold Cadillac” 
| Jack Barry, former freelancer at WPEN, has taken over Fred Ben- 
j 


(Continued on page 40) 
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$17,000,000 CONVENTION TAB 


Boxscore on The Conventions 


Following is the boxscore on major network radio and television 


coverage of the Democratic and 


Republican national conventions. 


The Democrats open in Chicago on August 13, and the Repub- 


licans in San Francisco on August 20. 
start covering preliminary events 


net will 
ABC, 


However, each 
several days before. 


CBS. and NBC have each sold packages which include both radio 


and video coverage. 


ABC 


Philco Corp. will sponsor for the ABC pickup, the package take 


coming to about $4,300,000. 


(Four years ago, the sponsor was 
Admiral and the price ran about $2,000,000.) 


John Daly, the 


Web's vice president for news, special events and public affairs, 


will head the staff of about 30 


Overall planning will be handled by v.p. Thomas Velotta. 


broadcasts and news analysists. 
Assist- 


ing will be Francis Littlejohn, director of news and public affairs 


and Donald G. Coe, director of special events. 


newsmen will be Quincy Howe, 
sky, Bryson Rash and Edward P 
crew of about 300. 


. Morgan. 


Among the name 
Martin Agronsky, George Sokol- 
There'll be an overall 


CBS 
Westinghouse will bankroll the CBS package to the tune of an 
estimated $5,000,000, roughly twice_the 1952 figure by the same 


sponsor. 


Sig Mickelson, the web's vice 
news and special events, will supervise convention coverage. 


president in charge of 


He'll 


be aided by Elmer Lower, director of special projects in news and 


public affairs; John Day, CBS 
executive producer. Among the 


director of News; Paul Levitan, 
top newsmen and commentators 


will be Walter Gronkite, pivot man for tv; Robert Trout, anchor- 


ing CBS radio; also Edward R. 


Murrow, Eric Severeid, Charles 


Collingwood, Ted Koop and Griffing Bancroft. 
NBC 


RCA, Oldsmobile and Sunbea 


sorship bite of about $5,000,000. 


$2,750,000. 


McAndrew, news director, and 
events. 
Huntley and David Brinkley. 


will direct radio, Among top co 


m are pooling to pay the spon- 
In 1952, it cost Philco about 


Coverage will be under the supervision of Davidson 
Taylor, vice president in charge of public affairs; 


William R. 
Barry Wood, director of special 


Anchor team for tv operations will be Bill Henry, Chet 
Pauline Frederick and Ned Brooks 


mmentators and newsmen will be 


H. V. Kaltenborn, Morgan Beatty, John Cameron Swayze, Joseph 


F. 


McCaffrey, Richard Harkness and Ray Henle. 


Overall, NBC 


expects to have nearly 400 in its convention staffs. 
MUTUAL 
News coverage for Mutual Network will be under Milton Burgh, 


director of news. 


The radio web will 


head its list of newsmen 


and commentators with Fulton Lewis Jr., Gabriel Heatter, Robert 


F. Hurleigh, 


Walter Winchell and Cedric 


Foster. With techni- 


cians and clerical aid, there’ll be a staff af about 60 for the con- 


ventions. Kohler 


sponsor. 


Co., 


manufacturers 


of plumbing-— fixtures, will 











Demos New Timetable Looms As 


Body Blow to Webs Exchequer 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 
If Democratic National Chair- 
man Paul Butler’s pre-convention 
political soundings prove faulty, 
television networks are in for 
some real and expensive head- 
aches. 
Butler yesterday (Mon.) ordered 
a last minute change in the pro- 
gram of the Dems national con- 
vention which starts here Monday 
(13), whereby nominations and bal- 
loting for the party’s presidential 
standardbearer won’t commence 
until Thursday (16). This is a day 
later than originally scheduled. 
Butler’s assumption is that the 
conclave will stick to advance the 


timetable during three, warmup 
days and that only a minimum 


number of ballots will be needed 
to pick the Presidential and Vice 
Presidential candidates -’in 
for the windup Friday night (17), 
but if his strategy backfires it'll 
(Continued on page 41) 


H'wood Story’ Set 
For Wide World 


Hollywood, Aug. 7, 
show of the new sea- 





Second 


son's “Wide Wide World” on NBC- | 


'V will be “The Hollywood Story,” 
with the entire 90-minute program 
to originate here. Highlight will 
be the beautification of Hollywood 
Blvd. with a parade of film stars 
planned. 


Alan Neuman, who is coordinat- | 


ing the diverse facets of the proj- 
ect and will produce under the 
exeeutive wing of Barry Wood, has 
been pledged the cooperation of 
all major picture studios but due 
to union restrictions, television 
Cameras will not roam the lots. 
Basic plan of the show is to pre- 
sent the side of Hollywood that 
tourists want most to see. Dave 


Garroway, WWW’s emcee, and Da- | 


vid Broekman, music director, will 


move here for the first time away | points, three on each mez7anine | 


trom their N. Y. base 


time | 


Chi Side-Shows 


+ 





Burnett Exits Mutual 


Jack Burnett has resigned as 


| sports director for the Mutual net. | 


| Veteran sportcaster Art Gleason is 
/ expected to take his place. 


Burnett, who had been advised 


| by his doctors to lighten his load, | 


| will continue to produce all of 
| Harry Wismer’s sports shows over 

| MBS following a five-week leave 
of absence. 


‘Every Network 


For Itself’ On 


} 





Chicago, Aug. 7. 


Like in ’52, the gavel-to-gavel 


television coverage of the floor ac- | 


| tion of the Democratic presidential 

convention here next week will be 
a pooled proposition. Nonetheless, 
| plenty of competitive fireworks are 
in the making between the three 
| tv networks with their individual 
|strategems to get those exclusive 
shots of the politicians in action. 


| will, of course, be on their own 
| blanketing the sidebar features of 
| the big show that occur outside the 


|main arena at the International 
| Amphitheatre. And despite the 
“gentlemens’ agreement” on the 


work for itself’ battle this year 
will be waged to a much greater 
/}extent than prevailed four years 
| ago right on the convention floor. 

NBC's Bob Doyle will again be 
calling the shots for the pool feed 
from the seven camera locations 
set up in the International Amphi- 
theatre. When the Democrats 
|raise thelr curtain next Monday 
(13), the bulk of the networks’ fare 
, will emanate from these vantage 





(Continued on page 40) 


The web’s newsmen and lensers | 


pooled facilities, the “every net- | 


FUNDA 


Washington, Aug. 7. 

At the national and regional net- 
' works and at hundreds of radio 
{and television stations across the 
land, they’re readying the most ex- 
| tensive coverage ever for the two 
jgreat national political 
tions. 

The show will be put on the road 
Aug. 13, when the Democrats meet 
|in Chicago. One week later, in San 
| Francisco, it will be the turn 
ithe Republicans. 
| In each city, the broadcasters 
| gathered to cover will be more 
inumerous than the delegates, and 
| their coverage will cost far more 
' than the conventions themselves. 
| The tab on the broadcasters’ job 
}will run in the neighborhood otf 
| $17,000,000, nearty all of which 
ithey hope to recoup from com- 
| mercial sponsors. 
| As in 1952, the big emphasis 
will be on television. TV, they are 
saying, has just killed the circus. 
| But tv is welcomed as an honored 
| and influential guest at these quad- 
| rennial political circuses with their 
iflying banners, their bellowing, 
| ponderous pachyderms on the plat- 
iform and their political acrobats 
} and peanut vendors, 
| The national committees bow 
c ; ; : 
| low in the direction of video, admit 
| Sey are making every effort to 
} 








streamline formats for its benefit. 
100,000,000 Audience 

Here's the reason why: 

In 1948, there were 30 stations 
on the air and fewer than 600,000 
sets in operation, mosily along the 
| Atlantic seacoast. 

In 1952, there were 108 stations 
and 17,000,000 receivers in the 
hands of the public. 

For these 1956 conventions, 
there are 496 commercial televi- 
sion stations in operation, plus 20 
more educational ty stations. And 
there'll be close to 40,000,000 sets 
in homes and public places. It is 
believed that over 100,000,000 
Americans will watch some part of 
the shows. 

To serve up the political fare to 
these and the radio audiences, the 
industry will have an. estimated 
1,800 men and women working at 
Chicago. A few less will be in 
| Frisco. 

Network crews, aggregating be- 
tween 1,000 and 1,100 persons, will 
range from company executives, 
commentators, reporters and an- 
nouncers to engineering and traffic 


| personnel, makeup artists, set de- 
| signers, stenographers and _ press 
agents. 

About another 750 will be on 


hand for nearly 300 individual sta- 
tions and representatives of for- 
eign stations and Governmental 
networks. 


FOR MOST OF IT 


conven- | 


of | 








NBC Precautions 
NBC staffers headed for the 
Demo convention in Chicago 
had to be fortified with polio 
shots on orders of the medical 


high command. This applied 
| with particular emphasis to 
parents. CBS Chi staffers are 


also getting shots. 
Chicago is having 
polio breakout. 


a big 








Lots of Global 
AM-TV Coverage 


~ For Conventions 


Washington, Aug. 7. 
While the networks aiming 
for virtually identical coverage ot 
the two conventions, which will in- 
volve the expense of some 
minute flying of equipment 
Chicago to San 


are 


last- 
from 


} as 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| and 


Francisco, there'll | 


be greater flexibility among the in- 


dependents. 

For instance, many southern 
broadcast stations, like southern 
newspapers, are more interested in 
| the Democratic convention and will 
cover that alone. On the other 
hand, western radio and television 
stations will take up the slack at 
the GOP conclave. 

No fewer than 50 California ra- 
dio and tv stations are accredited 
to San Francisco, as.are seven trom 
Oregon and six from Washington 
Siate. 

Both conventions will be covered 


by BBC, Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., Voice of America, Radio 
Free Europe, individual stations 
from Canada, Broadcasting Corp. 
ot Japan, the Northwest German 
Radio, Radio-Televisione Italiana, 
and stations in the Virgin Islands 
and Alaska. A Hawaiian station 


will cover at Frisco. 


Approximately 100 individual 
television stations will cover one 
or both shows. Mostly they'll be 


making 16m films of the local big- 
gies for airmailing back home. 
Despite the great number of ap- 
plicants, the Congressional radio- 
television galleries, which control 
the distribution of credentials, had 
only 368 seats to distribute for the 
Democratic convention and 350 for 
the Republicans. The 
be working away from the seating 


sections. 

Similarly, aren't nearly 
enough floor to go around 
among those who wish to interview 


there 
passes 


The networks have sold sponsors qejegations for radio and video. 
package deals of full radio and ; Aside from those assigned to the 
television ; convention coverage. | networks, all the rest will be is- 
plus election night coverage for) sieq on a rotating basis. Each 
| about $14,500,000. If the conven- | pecipient will have to get his story, 
|tions ‘run their scheduled four get off the convention floor, and 
days, the webs should break even return the pass so someone else 


If, on the other hand, either or 
both should get into a snarl and 
|drag. out beyond their allotted 


times, then the webs will begin to 
bleed. Since they've sold full cov- 


erage packages, the webs will have 
to dip into their pockets to finance 
the extended coverage, including 
costly preemption charges. 

The bill for individual station 
coverage will take care of the re- 
mainder of the estimated $17,000,- 
G00. Many stations will be able to 
| sell sponsorship for special cover- 
age of their local delegates and 
other political brass at the con- 
ventions. 


WINS’ Navy Grid Sked 


WINS, N. Y., the Elroy McCaw 
|radio indie, will air the 1956 foot- 
i ball games of the U. S. Naval 
| Academy. Station will carry eight 
| of the nine-game sked in N. Y., 
one exception being the Army- 
| Navy game which has been sold 
; Via network. 








play from the various stadiums. 


can use it. 


Wisc. Politico Network 
As An Indie Package 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 

Special coverage of the Demo- 
cratic cenvention for independent 
midwest stations is being worked 
out by H. Ellis Saxton, head of his 
own Milwaukee ad agency, and Chi 
packager Hal Tate. 

Saxton, who supplied a similar 





/ vention 


others will | 


| fully 
| tronic 


POINE Networks One Big Mass Citizens’ 
Caucus, Thanks to Q&A Shows 


FLORENCE LOWE 


Washington, Aug. 7. 


y 


If it is not best informed, as well 
the largest, audience in U. S, 
history that settles down before its 
tv receivers next Monday (13) to 


| watch politics in action, it will not 


be the fault the networks. 

For all three webs have been 
conducting a well organized, care- 
planned program of elec- 
briefings to keep viewers, 
and listeners, up to date on the 
swiftly changing political situation, 
This mass citizens’ caucus will cul- 
minate in an llth frour barrage of 
tv interviews, panels, news shows, 


ol 


;}and previews this coming weekend, 


Though tv has been building up 
to next week's climax for months, 
actuak background shows’ began 
four weeks ago, with ABC's “Cam- 
paign Roundup” and CBS’ “Band- 
wagon '56." Both shows will up- 
date viewers on last minute trends 
around the country next Sunday. 


'In addition, CBS wi'l have a final 


wrapup in the form of “Convention 
Preview,” devoted to an explana- 
tion of the procedures, maneuvers, 
agenda to which televiewers 
will be exposed, plus an outline of 
the physical arrungements for the 
weeklong sessions. 

CBS must be credited with top 
honors in the baitle for pre-con- 
“firsts” with the = flashy 
brace of closed circuit telecasts for 
delegates. These shows bought such 
a flood of kudos from the select 
few who saw them that they were 
partially repeated tor the general 
public in the Juiy 26 installment of 
“Bandwagon.” of the 
closed circu't technique in the CBS 
stunt, as weil as in last Spring’s ef- 
fective “Saute to Eisenhower” 
closed circuit telecast, undoubtedly 
presages expanded use in the com- 
ing political campaign. 

Panel Shows 


Greatest sinvle contribution to 
ihe concentrated briefing deluging 


Success 


the tv audience has been the 
growth in number of news panel 
shows since ‘52. The three NBC 
shows which brought politicos to 


the screen in various forms of give- 
and-take, are still in existence. To 
these three—-NBC’s “American 
Forum,” “Mect the Press,” and 
‘Youth Wants to Know,” have been 
added four others, making a total 
of seven q.&a. shows. Newcomers 
are ABC's “College Press Confer- 
ence’; CBS’ “Face the Nation”; the 
syndicated telepix series, ‘“Re- 
porters’ Roundup”; and the new 
Martha Rountree “Press Confer- 
(Continued 34) 


on page 


6006 Engineering 
Tab for CBS-TV 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 


Engineering tab alone to CBS- 
TV for covering the widely sep- 
erated GOP and Demo national 


political conventions this year will 


ireach almost $600,000, over double 


| package during the ’52 conventions, | 


|has lined up 30 Wisconsin indies 
i|for the state-slanted’ reports. 
| They’ll be piped around Wisconsin 
|via the statewide FM _ network 
i'with the AM’ers taking the off- 
| the-air feeds. 

Tate, who'll’ share 
| booth at the International Amphi- 
| theatre, has set a deal with WIND 


ito use its Cubs midwest network |! 
‘if overlapping occurs, 


line during the off hours and is 
| pitching his coverage to the 27 Illi- 


ithe baseball hookup, 


the 1952 cost. Robert G. ‘“‘Tommy” 
Thompson, director of CBS-TV 
technical operations, disclosed this 
last week, en route to S.F. for 
further consultations on GOP cov- 
erage problems. 

“Originally, we asked the parties 
for six weeks between conventions, 
we could shift the equipment, 
manpower and telephone facilities 
from one city te another. Instead, 
we have to set up a complete dup- 
lication, two complete’ systems. 
We'll have 80 engineers in each 


SO 


| city and CBS will have 325 people, 


overall, covering the conventions.” 
That the conventions may over- 
lap is causing headaches among 


inet execs, Thompson admitted. At 


Saxton’s | 


30 cameras in 
in the net- 


present, CBS has 
Chi, including seven 


| works pool, and plans to move at 


Les Keiter will handle play-by- | nois and the 13 Indiana outlets on, 


i 


least some to S.F. for the Repub- 
licans, if time permits, However, 
Columbia 
will have to scrounge up more 
cameras from Hollywood, Minne- 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Haas Nod on TV 


Grant Becomes 


A Red Hot Issue 


Washington, Aug. 7. 

Attorneys for Queen City Broad- 
casting Co. (KIRO) are expected 
to push for an immediate decision 
by the FCC now that an examiner 
has upheld his previous recom- 
mendation favoring KIRO in the 
hot contest for channel 7 in Seat- 
tle. Wash. It is considered doubt- 
ful. however, that final action will 
be taken before late fall. 

Examiner Thomas H. Donahue, 
in a report last week, cleared Saul 
Haas, head of Queen City and 
majority stockholder, of Commie 
sympathies. A minority interest in 
the company is held by Sen. War- 
ren G. Magnuson (D-Wash.), Chair- 
man of the Interstate Commerce 
Committee. 

The case was remanded to the 
examiner last March for additional 
evidence regarding policies of the 
old Seattle Record of which Haas 
was editor and co-owner. Among 
the allegations made were that the 
newspaper “espoused the cause of 
Soviet Russia while denouncing 
American and British imperialism.” 

The examiner found that while 
Haas was associated with a news- 
paper 30 years ago that had “a 
pro-Russian slant,” he has since 
built a radio station that has made 
significant contributions to the 
community and has won awards 
for public service. When Haas’s 
character is viewed in the whole, 
Donahue asserted, his newspaper 
background appears “in a far less 
ominous light.” 

The examiner said he was “not 
unmindful of the serious and far- 
reaching implications of Commu- 
nism and the necessity of protect- 
ing communication sources from 
falling into the hands of those who 
would use them to the detriment 
of this nation’s security.” But he 
asserted he was unable to find 
“any rational basis” 
his original recommendation. 

The 
ments before the full Commission 
before the final decision is issued. 


307, of Station 
Programs Filmed 


lod 


Aug. 7. 
stations of 





Washington, 

Member _ tv 
NARTB now devote over 
their broadcast schedules to local 
film originations, according to the 
1956 Film Manual distributed last 
week by the trade organization. 

A survey taken by NARTB, the 
Manual reveals, showed that film 
programming on _ an_ail-station 
basis increased from an average of 
nearly 30 hours weekly in 1954 to 
nearly 33 hours in 1955 

The all-station average of time 
on the air, according to the Man- 
ual, is 104 hours, an increase of 
five hours and 37 minutes over last 
year. Time devoted to network 
programs has increased slightly 
but local live hours show a de- 
crease. 

Survey showed that 
localities serving the 


stations in 
smallest and 


Jargest number of tv families have | 
pro- | 


the highest percentage of 
gramming devoted to film. Thus, 
stations in localities serving up to 
100,000 tv families devoted 321% 
hours to film and 141% 
live shows while those in localities 
serving 1,000,000 or more ty 

lies devoted 42 hours to film 
23 plus hours to live productions. 
The lowest use of film was among 
stations in areas serving 250,000 to 
500,000 tv families. These outlets 


and 


devoted 29 hours to film and 16 
hours to live programs. 
Heaviest use of film, according 


to the survey, 
day is second. 

Manual was compiled and edited 
by Dan W. Shields, assistant to 
NARTB veepee for television Thad 
H. Brown Jr. 


is on Saturday. Sun- 





Detroit — Robert J. McIntosh. 
veteran of more than 20 vears in 
broadcasting and since 1954 sales 
manager of WWJ, has been named 
manager of the station, it was an- 
nounced by Edwin K. Wheeler, 
general manager, 


for changing | 


report is subject to argu- | 





the | 
30% of | 





hours to| 


tami- | 


8:00 ED SULLIVAN SHOW........ STEVE ALLEN SHOW 
Lincoln-Mercury Jergens 
Viceroys 
(43 open) 
8:30 .. OPEN (Kenyon & Eckhardt) (Robt. W. Orr) 
(Ted Bates) 
(Compton) 
Se? a ee ar GENERAL ELECTRIC THE- ALCOA HOUR-GOODYEAR 
ATRE PLAYHOUSE 
Aliminium Ltd. General Electric 
(BBD&O) 
O:O8 ... TR COPOOR, ci ecconscteests ALFRED HITCHCOCK PRE- Alcoa 
(120pen) sn adc ace 4 aes be (Fuller & Smith & Ross) 
(JWT) Bristol-Myers Goodyear 
(J. M. Mathes) (Y&R) (Y & R) 
ee ee ee OnE ee ae ee ed ee $64,000 Challenge............. 
Revlon LORETTA YOUNG SHOW 
(C. J. LaRoche) Procter & Gamble 
P. Lorillard (Benton & Bowles) 
(Y & R) 
10:30 OPEN -isasi iiltetiabee ssa ees WHAT'S MAY LEIB?. 2c cccvess NATIONAL BOWLING CHAM- 
Remington Rand PIONS 
(Y & R) General Cigar 
Helene Curtis (Y & R) 
(Earl Ludgin) 
Re ide ob kG hana wees eoOeeserwaes SUNDAY NEWS SPECIAL 
Pharmaceuticals 
(Kletter) 
MONDAY 
ABC CBS NBC 
7:15 JOR DALY .scécscecs ° oe.» DOUGLAS EDWARDS ....... (No Network Service) 
American Home Products 
(Y & R) 
7:30 BOLD) SOU bc's wawbieenes ) 3) 0) 8 6): a are OPEN 
Ralston-Purina Johnson & Johnson NEWS CARAVAN 
(Guild, Bascomb & Bonfigli) (Y&R) National Carbon 
Wildroot (Wm. Esty) 
(BBD&O) 
S060 .. DANNY THOMAS: «. + x0 6<ees BUMS & ALLEN 6 iicsceiievss SIR LAUNCELOT 
Kleenex B. F. Goodrich Whitehall Pharmacal 
Armour (BBD&O) (Ted Bates) 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) Carnation Lever Bros. 
(Erwin Wasey) (SSC&B) 
NBC, 8:00 to 9:30—PRODUCERS’ SHOWCASE (Every 4th Monday), RCA (Kenyon & Eckhardt), 
John Hancock (McCann- Erickson), Buick (Kudner) (one ‘fifth open) 
8:30 VOICE OF FIRESTONE...... GODFREY TALENT SCOUTS “STANL EY 
Firestone Lipton Pall Mall 
(Sweeney & James) (Y&R) (SSC&B) 
Toni Toni 
(North) (North) 
§:00 DR LO) do ot 1 I LOVE LUCY ee See ee MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRL IN 
Procter & &Gamble THE WORLD 
(Grey) Revion 
General Foods (BBD&O) 
(Y&R) 
9:30 LAWRENCE WELK TALENT 
UE ck b aigieak ales Rae wees DECEMBER BRIDE ...ccecces ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
General Foods PRESENTS 
(Benton & Bowles) 
10:00 . Dodge OE UEIEE? MUMEED, . ok iw wtccweesc Schick 
(Grant) Westinghouse (Warwick & Legler) 
(McCann-Erickson) Johnson’s Wax 
(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 
I), I aco ia a edd ee a ge pal at ee eee eee te eas Cte ee ae OPEN 
TUESDAY 
ABC CBS NBC 
a°230 PURSE AMMA 4465 bee weesee wk DOUGLAS EDWARDS.... . (No Network Service) 
Pall Mall 
(SSC&B) 
7:30 WARNER BROS. PRESENTS NAME THAT TUNE.......:+.. No Show Set Yet 
General Electric American Home Products Lewis Howe Co. 
(Y&R) (Ted Bates) (Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample) 
(BBD&O) 
Chesebrough-Pond’s 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
<i HERIRA Ne ie ctr de SO he er ya re keer re eee scecces NEWe CARAVAN 
Sperry Rand 
(Compton) 
Mie % Aue eeseeseeea See es Gn ESCs PHIL SILVERS SHOW........ BIG SURPRISE 
R. J. Reynolds Speidel 
(Wm. Esty) (Norman, Craig & Kumme]) 
Amana Purex 
(Maury, Lee & Marshall) (Weiss & Geller) 
Boe 5. EE RN kik ca aR ees THE BROTHERS NOAH’S ARK 
General Mills Sheaffer Chesterfield 
(D-F-S) (Russel M. Seeds) (McCann-Erickson) 
Procter & Gamble Procter & Gamble 
(Compton) (Leo Burnett) 

















| TV Networks’ 56-'57 Program Schedules | 














SUNDAY 
ABC CBS NBC 
: Leche Ge re kes @ewwens TELEPHONE TIME.......... MEET THE PRESS 
ae ver Bell Systems Pan-American (JWT) 
(N. W. Ayer) Johns-Manville (JWT) 
Sa. |... a . ‘iateg bee YOU ARE THERE (Air Power) ROY ROGERS 
Prudential General Foods 
(Calkins & Holden) (Benton & Bowles) 
7:00 VOU ABET FOR IT» viscaes: Sn cs cos haa weeeee 27th BENGAL LANCERS 
Best Foods Campbell Soup General Foods 
(Guild, Bascomb & Bonfigli) (BBD&O) (Y & R) 
7:30 ADEATHUE TOUR cs ceva cecns JACK BENNY-PRIVATE SEC- 
Pharmaceuticals EET occ npheaoe ens CIRCUS BOY 
Ce Bee)... 0k weess'ees ... American Tobacco Reynolds Metals 
(BBD&O) (Clinton E. Frank) 








NBC, 7: 30 to 9: 1: 00 —HALL OF FAME (3 3 Shows), Hallmark Cards (Foote, Cone & Belding) 


9:00 to 10:30—HALL OF FAME (2 Shows), 


Hallmark Cards 


(One Show Wednesday Night) 
9:00 to 10:00—DINAH SHORE-BOB HOPE (5 Shows each), Chevrolet (Campbell- Ewald) 





(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
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WBBM's Exclusive 
In Hodge Scandal: 
City Desk’ Nixed 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 

CBS’ WBBM and WBBM-TV 
scored a major coup last week 
when Illinois Gov. William Stratton 
accepted veep H. Leslie Atlass’ 
offer to use the stations for a “re- 
port io the people” on the million- 
dollar scandal in the state adminis- 
tration which has ousted state audi- 
tor Orville Hodge under a whole- 
sale list of indictments. 


The governor’s acceptance of the 
offer to present his side of the 
case on the Columbia stations last 
Wednesday night (1) touched off 
an immediate chain reaction. Her- 
bert C. Paschen, the Democratic 
gubernatorial candidate, quickly re- 
quested and received equa! time. 
He’ll appear tomorrow night (8) in 
the same 6 to 6:30 slot. 


It also prompted a fast renewal 
from WNBQ-WMAQ news director 
Bill Ray of his invite to the chief 
executive to appear on the NBC 
station’s “City Desk.” Latter show 
is formatted along question and 
answer lines with a panel of local 
newsmen grilling the guest. 

Ray stressed this point in the 
telegram he sent to Stratton, re- 
peating the bid he had made three 
weeks back that the governor sit 
in on “Desk.” 

Ray’s wire to the governor read: 
“Inasmuch as you reportedly have 
accepted an invitation to appear 
on another Chicago tv station to 
make a statement without being 
subject to questions by newspaper- 
men, I wish tc renew my invita- 
tion to answer the questions of 
newsmen during our regular ‘City 
Desk’ program on Aug. 5. We feel 
this program performs great publie 
service by giving public officials 
opportunity to answer unrehearsed 
questions of newsmen on public is- 
sues before the tv cameras.” 

It’s understood this second invite 
was also turned down because of 
“conflicting engagements.” 


Spurt in TV Set 
Output for 1956 


Washington, Aug. 

Television receiver En 
which got off to a slow start this 
year, appears to be catching up 
with the high pace of 1955 output. 
Turnout for the first six months, 
according to the Radio-Electronics- 
Television Manufacturers Assn., 
exceeded 3,415,000 set, which is 
only about 10% less than what the 
industry produced in the compara- 
ble period of last year. 

During the first quarter of the 
year, production each month was 
substantially below 1955 but the 
second quarter has shown an in- 
crease over the same period of last 
year. Production during June 
nearly equalled the record June of 
1955. About 14% of current output 
includes sets with UHF bands. 

June retail sales established a 
record for the month, with 439,362 
sets sold over the counter. Sales 
for the first half of the year totaled 
2,868,000 sets compared with 3,203,- 
000 in the same period of 1955. 


WPIX’s ‘Popeye’ Snares 


National Biscuit Coin 
“Popeye,” SRO weekdays over 
WPIX, N. Y. indie, has latched on 
to another sponsor for Saturdays. 
Beginning Sept. 4, National Bis- 
cuit Co. has bought Saturday par- 
ticipations in “Popeye.” The bis< 
cuit outfit, as part of the deal, also 
bought spots in the Tuesday and 
Thursday segments of “Clubhouse 
Gang Comedies.” 

In another sale, Mars, Inc., 
Brown Shoe Co. will co-sponsor 
“Buffalo Bill Jr.,” which will be 
returned to the air at WPIX start- 
ing Saturday from 6 to 6:30 p.m. 








and 





Albany—Duncan Mounsey, for- 
mer NBC-TV executive, is new 
manager of the Schine-owned 
WPTR. He assumed the post Fri- 
day (3), after Leo Rosen resigned. 
Rosen, veteran radio, television 
and theatreman, suffered a severe 
heart attack in June, from which 
he is recovering but with which 
he faces a long period of con- 





valescence. 
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MUSICAL SPECS’ SLIPPED DISKS 





A protest by 


KIVA No Diva 


Washington, Aug. 7. 


a tv station in Yuma, Ariz., against the grant of a 


second station on grounds that the community (pop. 9,145) cannot 
support two stations and that both would fold if they tried to com- 
pete was turned down in a report yesterday ((Mon.) by an FCC 


hearing examiner. 


The examiner, H. Gifford Irion, held that station KIVA failed 


to prove that it would be economically injured by the 
sion’s authorization last January of channel 
. Operators of KFMB-TV 


Alvarez Broadcasting Co 
Calif. 


J. D. Wrather Jr., president of the company, 


producer. Edward Petry & Co., 


Among the issues on which hearings were held was 


Commis- 
the Wrather- 
in San Diego, 


13 to 


is a motion picture 
station reps, hold a 22° interest. 
“whether 


the advertising potential of the Yuma market is such as may indi- 


cate that both stations, the existing and the proposed, 


will be de- 


leted with the result that the listening public will be left without 


any tv service at all.” 


In recommending that the grant be confirmed, examiner 


Trion 


held that KIVA failed to disprove a showing made by Wrather- 
Alvarez that enough sources exist in Yuma for the production of 
the live programs it proposed. Company has not proposed a specific 


retwork 
film shows. 


affiliation and there was no dispute as to availability of 








Overioading Stations With Pitchmen 
Quick Way to Oblivion, Sez Bartley 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 


+ 





Stations that overload with com- | 


mercialg will lose their audience 
without any need of policing by 
FCC or any other “traffic cop,” in 
the opinion of FCC Commissioner 
tobert T. Bartley, who addressed 
the So. Cal. Broadcasters Assn. at 
a dinner at Beverly Hills hotel last | 
week, Pitchmen, who misrepresent 
their wares are made to answer 
to Federal Trade Commission, he 
said, although the Commission | 
takes cognizance of these code vio- | 
lutions when the offending station 
comes up for license renewal every 
three years. 

“The dialer is the best judge of 
what is offensive in overemphasis 
on commercialism,” said Bartley 
“He can abways tune to another 
station that doesn’t stress the hard 


sell over the entertainment portion 
of the program.” Bartley declined 
to say what he believes to be a 
fair radio of advertising and en- 


tertainment. 


Bartley preferred to “pass” on 
the subject of ‘oll-tv, saying he 


would rather not prejudge the con- | 


troversial issues. He did venture 
that it would not be “popularity 
contest” based on public sentiment 
and that FCC would make its own 
decision precicated on its own 


study and the mass of correspon- 
dence to be scrutinized. By the 
end of this year the commissioners 
will consider all phases of pay-tv, 
he said, but when asked how long 
lt would take before a decision | 
would be reached, he grinned, “i 


(Continued on page 38) 


Revue Prod. Gets 





Nod From Schlitz 


A new 
series goes 
Brewing 


effective Nov. 1, when the 


Client’s contract with Meridian | 
Productions expires Schlitz is 
nping Neridian and is embrac- | 
MCA-TV’s Revue Productions 
\long with Revue, practically 
ery major production unit in tv 
is bidding for the Schlitz nod.) 


\love is part of an overall bid by 
Milwaukee brewery outfit to 
trengthen its stake in tv pregram- 
ng. Budget for the show is being 
ked considerably and efforts will 
be made to line up major names 
a la Revue’s “General Electric 
lheatre” anthology series. . 

J. Walter Thompson, agency on 
ig Schlitz account, is expanding 
s Coast operation and setting up | 
ney department on behalf of | 
the Schlitz entry, 

Arriving this week for meetings | 

With Cornwell Jackson, Coast veep 
of the Thompson agency, will be 
John Toigo, veepee and director of 
advertising for Schlitz; Dick Steen- | 
berg, formerly with MCA and now 
ad manager of Schlitz, and Dan 
Seymour, eastern radio-tv head of | 
T hompson, 


' 


a 


half-hour film drama/4| 
into the CBS-TV 9:30 | 
to 10 Friday night slot for Schlitz | 


Burr Gets ‘Mason’ Nod 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
CBS-TV's “Perry Mason” will be 
{Raymond Burr, who was inked last 
| week to star in the net’s new se- 
ries. Pilot rolls next month, upon 
completion of Burr’s current fea- 
ture assignment in Dudley Pictures’ 
“The Fever Tree,” presently loca- 
tioning in Havana. 


NBC's $4 000,000 
D.C. Plant Geared 


Washington, 
Elaborate plans for 
plant here which will include “the 


Aug. 7. 


nation’s first tv station designed 
|}and constructed from the ground 
|up specifically for local and net- 
| work color programming” were an- | 
{nounced over the weekend by 
NBC. Construction of the plant, 
| Which will house the network's 


owned and operated stations WRC | 


}and WRC-TV in Washington, is to 
start in two weks on a seven-acre 
tract on Nebraska avenue adjacent | 


j}to the Naval Communication | 
Center. 

W. Sarnoff, NBC prexy, 
said the new facilities are in line 


with network efforts to spur color 
development on a national 


| Robert 
| 
| They will make it possible, he said 


; : : -’|(he recently switched over from 
to bring the Washington scene in |Vik Records) but there are no| 
color to the whole country and at | commitments on the others 
the same time provide the home | ; } — 


| audience with local color program- 
(Continued on page 38) 





Tex & Jinx Expansion 
Cues Herb Sheldon Exit; 


Features in Morning 


Herb Sheldon is being dropped 
in September from his 
thru-Friday 1 to 1:30 p. m. 
on WRCA-TY, N. Y., in orden 
|to make room for an expansion of 
|the Tex and Jinx McCrary strip. 
i|Comedian will also lose 
| 10 ayem__ cross-the-boarder 
|juves and time will be taken by 
an hour-long feature film exposure 
| which Sheldon may host. 

Josephine McCarthy, the haus- 
ifrau gabber who has been part of 
the “Sheldon at One” program will | 
be used in other programs, the sta- 
tion has indicated. New Tex & | 
| Jinx program, which has been on 
from 1:30 to 2 p. m., will be seen 
|in the fall from 1 to 2. 

The forthcoming feature film 
®... at 9 a. m. will be an edited | 
| rerun of films that are also being 
|shown in the NBC key from 5:30! 
to 6:45 p. m., it’s understood. 


age 


To TV Tintcasts' 


a $4,000,000 | 


basis. | 


Monday: | 
anchor- 


his 9 to| 
for | 


AUN AWAY FROM 
TV SHOW TUNES 


Whatever 


aspirations the tv net- 
works may have had in terms of 
converting their musical 
into subsequent 
zas for their subsid companies 
have added up to one of the major 
flops of the season. A year ago 
RCA Victor had high hopes of 
siphoning off a sizable chunk of 
residual coin from NBC-TV musi- 
cal specs; ditto for Columbia Rec- 


However, 
tically these 
two major 
| about-face 
them. NBC 


nothing—has caused 
diskeries to do 
and walk away from 
can’t get RCA Victor 
to touch ’em and the same applies 
to CBS, with Mitch Miller and the 
Columbia Records boys, who 
usually hot for show albums, 
ferring them off the musical 
giter beltline rather than tv. 
Take the case. of 
Schwartz, for example. He did 
original scores for both the “High 
Tor” and “Bell for Adano” specs 
which appeared on “Ford = Star 
Jubilee.” 
jed no part of the 
|and in the case of 
| Bing Crosby starred, only Decca 
went for an album (with some ill- 
fated results.) 
When NBC-TV 
“Marco Polo” spec as a Max Lieb- 
mann presentation, it got a de- 
cisive RCA Victor nix. Col brought 
out an album but it died. In the 
case of the NBC-TV “Our Town” 
spec, which starred Frank Sinatra, 
RCA Victor either wouldn’t or 
couldn’t touch it (since Sinatra is 
a Capitol recording artist). Cap 
ventured forth with an EP but 
with something less than st: art ling 
results, although Sinatra’s ‘Love 
and Marriage” side registered 
la click. 
Way 


pre- 
le- 





“Adano” 
“Tor,” in which 


presented ils 





as 


back in the days of the first 
spec Betty Hutton’s ill-fated 
“Satins and Spurs’’—Cap thought 
it would jump the gun on its rivals 
by bringing out an album on the 
show's tunes. It proved to be a 
bomb. It was the first sour note 
in the spec-disk alliance. 
A number of musical 
on the '56-57 roster 
ured in advance, could well lend 
themselves to album exploitation, 
isuch as the Kay Starr-Louis Arm- 
| Strong “The Lord Don’t Play 
|Favorites” (which preems 
|“Producers’ Showcase” roster); 
jthe “Jack and the Beanstalk” spec, 
also slated for ‘“‘Showcase”; the | 
upcoming Gordon Jenkins 
|hattan Tower” (with Jenkins com- 
;posing new music for the presen- 
|tation), etc. 
Capitol will do a 


specs 


which, it’s 


are 
fig- 





Jenkins album 





WATV Ups Rate Card 


WATV, the Newark-N.Y. video 
indie, is jacking its rates down the 
linesapproximately 20°%. 
is to cover the 


Increase 
20th-Fox features 


| to start on the station in 16 times 
!a week showing on Oct. 1. 

New card becomes effective on 
| Sept. 1. Class A charge for a single 
time 60-minute stanza goes from 
$1,250 to gy Class B goes 
from $938 to 140 and Cla ® 
fr¢ yy $625 to -. 50 

Features will be shown at 7 and 
10 p.m. nightly, with added mat- 
inee exposures at 2:30 p.m. on Sat- 
urday and Sunday. All of these 
| times are encompassed in WATV 

,| Class A time. Last card increase 
jat the met station were in July, 
| 1955, at the time its power was in- 


| increased. 

The 16 film exposures will 
| banded under the title 
All-Star Movie.” Station plans a 
| policy of showing each pic in its | 
entirety, and some of them run in | 
excess of two hours. New feature | 


be 


sked will disrupt the foreign lingo 
stanzas, Which the station has been 
| using with some frequency during | 
‘the evening hours as well as dur- 
ing the day. 


oe. a 


specs | 
recording bonan- | 


ords, which had a disk gleam in its) 


eve in its pre-assessment of the, 
CBS-TV “Ford Star Jubilee” mu-| 
sicals. 


what has subsequently 
happened—which adds up to prac- | 


an | 


are 


Arthur 


Columbia Records want- | 
score | 


the | 


*“Man- | 


“Famous } 





Mid-Continent’s 8506 Miami Sale 


Okayed in Face of Doerfer Attack 





Post Time Buyers 


Albany, Aug. 7. 
Hudson Valley Broadcasting 


Co., Inc., operating WCDA- 
WCDB-TV and WROW, will 
play host to 125 time buyers 


from New York at a party ar- 
ranged for the Saratoga race- 
track tomorrow (Wed.). 

The time purchasers will ar- 
rive at the Albany airport 
about 11 am., in chartered 
Convair planes; will be taken 
to the Union Ave. course in 
busses. They will be flown 
back to New York in the early 
evening. 

Frank M. Smith, president 
and Thomas S. Murphy, gen- 
eral manager of the local tele- 
vision and radio stations have 
made the arrangements.  In- 
vilations in the form of a rac- 
ing program were issued. 


' 











Beautiful Girl's 
2506 As Revion's 
Entry Ys. ‘Lucy 








| ity, 


Washington, Aug. 7. 
Sale of radio station WQAM in 
Miami by the Knight newspaper 


interests (Miami Herald) for $850,- 
000 to Mid-Continent Broadcasting 
Co. squeezed through the FCC last 
week by a slim 4-3 margin. Action 
was taken after the agency re- 
ceived a reply from Mid-Continent 
to questions raised regarding its 
“pattern of operation,” in which 
money giveaway shows were in- 
volved in its sta‘ions in Kansas 
City, Omaha, Minneapolis and New 
Orleans. 

Approval of the deal was given 
with the stipulation that the action 
“is not to be. construed as approv- 
ing or condenming any pariicular 
program or 'ypes of programs” car- 
ried on Mid-Continent stations. It 
was further understood that state- 
ments made by Mid-Continent in 
a letier regarding is programs 
“formed no part of the basis or 
the consideration upon which a 
majority of the Commission gave 
its consent to the transfer.” 

In as rong dissent to the majori- 
ty action, Comr. John C. Doerter 
charged that the agency, in permit- 
ting the transfer, “eschewed any 
responsibility for requiring well- 
balanced programming.” While ex- 
pressing “grave doubt” that the 
Commission has such a responsibil- 
Doerfer protested that “such 
responsibility has been sloughed 
off without a determina ion of the 
extent of our jurisdic ion or lack of 
1.” 


The “net effect,” he said, is to 
continue the “confusion” in the 
minds of the industry, Congress 


land the public. “I! would be much 
better,” he said, “to essay difinite- 
ness, right or wrong, than to con- 
{tinue a state of uncertainty.’ 

In view of the failure of the 
Commission to indica‘e what type 
of programming is not “well bal- 


NBC-TV is embracing the big 
money quiz formula in two major 
programming areas in a bid to 
whittle down the CBS competition. 
It's not only moving the $100,000- 
Diateaued “Big Surprise” into the 
Tuesday night at 8 segment as | 
the web’s answer to the Phil Sil 
vers show, but has now decided, | 
under Revlon sponsorship aus- 
pices, to throw in the “Most Beau- 
tiful Girl In the World” package, 
with its attendant $250.000 prize 
money, against the still formidable 
“IT Love Lucey” Monday night at 9 
competition. 
| New Revion show, also out of 
| the ex-Lou Cowan office (now En- 
ltertainment Productions,  Ince.), 
i gives the cosmetic house a virtual 
| stranglehold on the big loot net- 


works shows, other Revlon entries, 
of course, being the CBS brace of 
*$64.000 Question” and “$64.000 
Challenge.’ 

Installing of “Beautiful Girl” 
Show in the Monday gment cues 
a Monday programming change for 


se 


NBC. Originally slated for the pe- 
riod was the half-hour “Impasse” 


| vidfilm series which was acquired 
| by Chesebrough Pond’'s Latter, 
however, has agreed to release its 


ito ABC-TV to become a co-spon- 
sor of the Warner Bros.-produced 
“Conflict” series on_ alternate 


weeks to General-Electric’s 
enne,” also a WB product 
“Beautiful Girl” tees off Sept. 
124. Show offers a potential $250,- 
000 prize for reigning beauty 
|queens based on “intelligence, 
| beauty and talent” and with all 
sorts of tabulating gimmicks incor- 
porated into the show’s format. 


“Chey- 


WRCA ‘Finders Keepers’ 
Creates Traffic Jams 
Cops Gotham Headlines 


(Continued on page 39 


Toni as Alternate 
Client on Stanley 





option and instead will shift over | 


Gotham newspaper coverage has 
been great—and so seems to be the 
consternation of the N. Y. Public 
Library, Grand Central Terminal 
and Broadway Maintenance Co.— 
about WRCA vyadio’s” giveaway 
didoe—‘‘Finders Keepers.” Deejay 
Bill Cullen has been giving clues 
to the whereabouts of a voucher 
for $1,000 on his ayem N. Y.|! 
“Pulse” stanza. 

The second $1,000 was found 


last Thursday (2) by two Brooklyn 


| 


teenagers in a telephone booth at} 


Grand Central Station. 
tral R, R., which controls the ter- 
| minal, said that the onslaught of 
| something-for-nothing seekers dis- 
| Payee traffic there, and the station 
master had to announce over the 
| loud- speaking system that the 


(Continued on page 39) 


N. Y. Cen- | 


Chicago, Aug 
Toni has signed to share sinnis 
i}sorship on NBC-TV’s Buddy Hack- 
ett’s “Stanley” situation vehicle 


wi h American Tobacco’s Pall Mall, 
thus taking the Helene Curtis cos- 


metic firm off its contractual hook 
}on the new series slated for Mon- 
| day nights at 7:30. Helene Curtis’ 
|half interest buy ran in!o a snag 
over the insistence on plugging its 
| Stopette deodorant, notwithstand- 
ing the ciggie firm’s longstanding 
edict againsi sharing billings with 
such products 

| Meanwhile, NBC is still at log- 
|gerheads with HC over its one- 
third identity on the current Mon- 
day night Ernie Kovac show. Curtis 
reportedly informed the ne‘ work it 
wanted no part of the Kovac dis- 
play if it couldn’t plug Stopette on 
the upcoming “Stanley” series. 
| While the network agreed to lét 
| Curtis out of its contract for “‘Stan- 
ley” if another client could be 
found, it’s standing pat on the con- 
tractual co nitments to the Kovac 
summer show 


WW’S MUTUAL SHOW 
TO SEABOARD DRUG 


S board Dr ug Co has 
full sponsorship of the Walter 
Winchell Sunday news show over 
the complete Mutual net, begin- 
ning Sept. 9. Carlos Franco Asso- 
ciates is the agency 

The contract is for a firm 44 
| weeks, taking into account Win- 
chell’s usual summer eight-week 
| hiatus. Seaboard’'s Merican, a 
medicine for arthritis and rheu- 
matism, will be pitched 

Deal represents the first full 





sponsorship for the Winchell show 
over the Mutual net. Last season, 
Trans World Airlines picked up 
the tab in the top 39 Mutual mar- 
kets, with the other markets tieing 
in with local sponsors, 
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Com Competition 
Forces BBC-TY To 
Hike Its Budget 


London, August 7. 

Among ‘adult viewers with tv 
sets tuned to receive alternative 
channels, three look in on com- 
mercial programs to every two who 
watch BBC-TV’s offerings, admits 
the British Broadcasting Corp. in 
its annual report. This is its first 
sumup since the indie undertaking 
began networking six months ago. 

By the end of March, an esti- 
mated 16,000,000 adults were able 
to view BBC-TV against 3.090,000 
who could switch over to indie tv. 
The report indicates that competi- 


lion with the commercial web | 
added over $2,800,000 to BS8C- 
TV’s operating expenses curing 


the year, partly due to rising costs 
“but also to the increase in pro- 
gram output to 50 hours a week, 
and to increased expenditure on 
programs so as to add io their qual- 
ity and attractiveness” Fees for 
artists, performers and_ sporting 
events were necessarily increased 
by this competition. The year’s to- 
tal income of $63,000,000 repre- 
sented an increase of $4,760,000 on 
the previous year. 

BBC-TV is now available to 95% 
of the population, adds the report, 
and by the tall should reach 97% 

The need for a second tv pro- 
gram to cater for more selective 
audiences is unaffected by the ad- 
vent of indie tv. “Alongside the 
easier and more popular forms of 
entertainment, there is the need to 
cultivate those which have only a 
minority appeal. A second service 
is essential if the BBC is to have 
elbow room to carry on the long- 
term policy on which its value to 
the nation depends.” 


Douglas’ 4156 Suit 
Vs. ‘Disneyland 


‘Los Angeles, Aug. 7 
How much privacy does a tilm 





#tar have? 

That’s the $415,000 question 
asked by Kirk Douglas in a Su- 
perior Court suit filed against 


Walt Disney and others associated 
with ABC-TV’s “Disneyland” pro- 
gram, on two occasions, showed 
footage of Douglas and his children 
riding on aé miniature train at 
Disney’s home 

Coincident with filing the action 
Douglas asked Screen Actors Guild 
for its support in his battle. SAG, 
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Networks’ 56-57 Program Schedules 
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branding the Disney action “repre- 
hensible,” 
ings to the lawsuit which seeks to 
establish the principle that 
age of performers cannot be used 
without their permission and with- 
out compensation 
Douglas said he was 
1o Disney’s home on the pretext 


“enticed” 


that it was a social visit since | 


Disney well knew “plaintiff wou 
never have accepted 1f 1lt were 101 
the purpose of picture making or | 
other commercial purposes.” Foot- | 
age was lensed during the visit but 


idea Disney 
more 


photography 


Douglas had no 
doing anything 


amateui 


than some 


until the 


scene showed up on a “Disneyland” | 


program He 
producers 


protested and th 
agreed to stop using th 


footage but despite this promise 
the scene was telecast once ore 
He asks $200,000 compe 
cgamages $200,000 punitive ai 
ages and $15,000 for value of ser\ 
1Ce 

Disney issued a complete denial | 
of Douglas charges eonte ig 
that when the films were take! 
Douglas was on hand ve ilv } 
and cooperated cheertully 
Ing the sequence and Jining up 
the cameras. 


Zenith Profits Down 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 
Zenith Radio logged a six-month 
profit of $2,530,824, or $5.14 a 
share, on sales of $65,370°935 
for the same period last year was 


$3,126,061, or $6.35 a share, from | 


sales totaling $71,455,702. 

Net for the quarter ended June 
30 was $699,659, equal to $1.42 a 
share, compared with a profit of 
$1.051,101, equal to $2.14 a share a 
year ago. Sales were down to 
$27,455,617 from $31,083,890. 


promptly gave its biess- | 


foot- 


was | 


t 
t 





Net | 

















9:00 .. BROKEN ARROW ........... HERB SHRINER SHOVW...... JANE WYMAN FIRESIDE 
General Electric Pharmaceuticals THEATRE 
(Y&R) (Ed Klietter) Procter & Gamble 
(Compton) 
9:30 DUPONT CAVALCAD : 
-¢ 7 4, (ee RED SKELTON KAISER ALUMINUM HOUR- 
Johnson’s Wax ARMSTRONG CIRCLE 
Du Pont (Needham, Louis & Brorby) THEATRE 
(BBD&O) Pet Milk Kaiser Aluminum 
(Gardner) (Y&R) 
Armstrong Cork 
(BBD&O) 
10:00 $64,000 QUESTION 
ee ivcéecveivus 5 wade Revlon 
(BBD&O) 
20:30... DO YOU TRUST YOUR WIFE BREAK THE BANK 
Ce adccaeeeacebbasauewens Frigidaire Benrus 
(Kudner) (Lennen & Newell) 
L & M Filters Lanolin Plus 
(D-F-S) (Russell M. Seeds) 
WEDNESDAY 
ABC CES NBC 
S255 .« SO DAES 660s see eceeeees. DOUGLAS EDWARDS . (No Network Service) 
Miles Labs American Home Products 
(Geoffrey Wade) (Y & R) 
7:30 DISNEYLAND \aeeeeaeee 9 i iy ee COKE TIME 
American Motors General Mills Coca-Cola 
American Dairy (BBD&O) (McCann-Erickson) 
Derby Foods 
(Geyer; Brooke, Smith, 
French & Dorrance) 
(Campbell-Mithun) 
(McCann-Erickson) 
a ae ae. San he eee eee ee Ka oehasdoadecevess I CARAVAN 
Time Inc. 
(Y&R) 
Miles Labs. 
(Geoffrey Wade) 
Miles Labs 
(Geoffrey Wade) 
Life 
(Y&R) 
ts gy SEEK ta SRS IS HENS Eee GODFREY & HIS FRIENDS ADVENTURES OF HIRAM 
Bristol-Myers HOLIDAY 
Toni General Foods 
Pillsbury (Y&R) 
Kellogg 
(Y&R) 
(North) 
(Leo Burnett) 
(Leo Burnett) 
8:30 Pe ER. 5 eaqweewsae sa bb:% 62 FATHER KNOWS BEST 
Pall Mall Scott Paper 
(SSC&B) (JWT) 
Pearson Pharm 
(Donahue & Coe) 
9:00 OZZIE & HARRIET THE MILLIONAIRE KRAFT TELEVISION THE- 
ATRE 
Eastman Kodak Colgate Kraft Foods 
(JWT) (Ted Bates) (JWT) 
9:30 ... FORD THEATRE......... . PVE GOT A SECRET 
Ford R. J. Reynolds 
(JWT) (Wm. Esty) 
10:00 WED. NIGHT FIGHTS U. S. STEEL HOUR-20th 
CENTURY FOX HOUR .. THIS IS YOUR LIFE 
Pabst U. S. Steel Procter & Gamble 
(Leo Burnett) (BBD&O) (Benton & Bowles) 
Mennen General Electric 
(MecCann-Erickson) (Y&R) TWENTY-ONE 
Pharmaceuticals 
(Ed Kletter) 
THURSDAY 
ABC CBS NBC 
4:15 Pe HORE Sawasadewaasrrek DOUGLAS EDWARDS...... (No Network Service) 
Life 
( \ & R } 
7:30 LONE RANGER SGT. PRESTON OF THE DINAH SHORE 
YUKON 
General Mills Quaker Oats Chevrolet 
(D-F-S) (Wherry, Baker & Tilden) (Campbell-Ewald) 
NEWS CARAVAN 
National Carbon 
(Wm. Esty) 
8:00 OPEN BOB CUMMINGS SHOW GROUCHO MARX 
R. J. Reynolds DeSoto-Plymouth 
(Wm. Esty) (BBD&O) 
8:30 a avesbieaia alana kiscolesia weitere CLIMAX-SHOWER STARS DRAGNET 
Chryslei Liggett & Myers 
(Me-Cann-Erickson) (MeCann-Erickson) 
9:00 WIRE SERVICE PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
R. J. Reynolds Borden 
(Wim. I vy) Procter & Gamble 
(Y&R) 
9:30 .. (4% open) PLAYHOUSE 90 TENNESSEE ERNIE 
~ingel Ford 
I ( lyers (JWT) 
Ronson 
(Y&R) 
(Y&R) 
(Norman, Craig & Kumme}l) 
{14 open) 
10:00 Se GP aso FERNER OU Oa E AE DTE ER Ge LUX VIDEO THEATRE 
American Chicle Lever Bros. 
(Ted Bates) (JWT) 
(12 first half-hour open) 
(2d half hour co-op) 
FRIDAY 
ABC CBS NBC 
yee Meee Sl a iS DOUGLAS EDWARDS........ (No Network Service) 


Miles Labs. 
(Geoffrey Wade) 


(Continued on page 34) 


Local ‘Blackouts 
Snagging ABC's 
Ballcast Plans 


ABC Radio is discovering prob- 
lems in surveying the prospect of 
a baseball “Game of the Day” to 


compete against Mutual’s similar 
format. 
Getting rights to broadcast 


games is no problem. Any of the 
networks can carry major league 
play if they pay tne fee. But 
ABC, while it hasn’t given up the 
idea for lost yet, is coming to the 
opinion that Mutual’s very struc- 
| ture makes it a natural to carry 
“Game.” ABC is no natural. 


Mutual currently has in excess 
of 540 stations, most of them in 
smaller markets where blackouts 
on radio coverage of either major 
or minor league play are not in 
force. ABC, on the other hand, 
has only 330 stations and, conse- 
quently, fewer small non-blackout 
| markets to draw upon. 
| The size of the Mutual network, 
| though admittedly superfluous in 
|some other respects, permits it to 
make “Game” a fairly lucrative 
co-op offering because of the cumu- 
lative billings of so many smaller 





stations (as well as some of the 
larger ones, when they are not 
blocked out). ABC has too few 


| non-blackout cities to make a go of 
“Game” through co-opping. As a 
result, it is now 0o.0.ing the pros- 
pects of selling “Game” nationally 
in 1957, and if that doesn’t look 
good ABC will go baseball-less. 

The one proviso in all of this is 
that ABC may find, in weighing the 
dearth of available baseball mar- 
kets against the demands of affili- 
ates, that “Game,” whether a los- 
|ing proposition or not, is impore 
| tant in keeping affiliates happy. 








Storer Gifts N.H. 
With TV Station 


Concord, N. H., Aug. 7. 

The Storer Broadcasting Co., 
| which recently purchased WMUR- 
|TV in Manchester from former 
; Gov. Francis P. Murphy of Nashua, 
| has offered the state of New Hamp- 
|shire the gift of a television sta- 
| tion to be used for educational pur- 
poses. 





| Gov. Lane Dwinell said the offer 
was made following a recent con- 
ference at the State House here, 
which was attended by George B. 
Storer, president of the broadcast- 
ing firm; Norman A. Gittleson, 
;exec v.p. of WMUR-TV, and the 
state’s chief execu‘ive. 

According to Gov. Dwinell, Stor- 


er offered to donate to the U. of 
New Hampshire, or the state, a 
Station imeluding trans 


television 


ter, antenna, Camera 
projec 


and film 
ion equipment valued at ap- 

tely $250.000 for educati« 
I rposes Subject t FCC 
Ere al ot 


WMUR-TV 


Storer’s purchase of 
In addition. the Storer 
company would furnish the engi- 
neering supervision and labor ne¢ 
essary to complete the ins‘allation. 


Gov. Dwinell said it was a “most 
generous offer” which “will be 
the univel 


deeply appreciated by 
sity and the people of New Hamp- 
shire. 


Miles Labs Reverses 


Self, Buys TV ‘Mickey’ 


In a turnabout, Miles Labs has 
eportedly inked for 26 weeks o# 
e€ upcoming season of “Micke 
louse Club” on ABC-TV. Sponsor 


who has segment 


cancelled for next 
| the change of mind, is 
|} quarter-hour a week on 
| weeks. 


this semeste 

season, but in 
taking a 
alternate 


Miles inking, through Geoffrey 
Wade agency, brings the afternoon 
hour-long strip to 1112 weekly segs 

| sold, out of a possible 20. 

| 
| Minneapolis—KSTP-TV did one 
| of the first spot news stories 1n 
full color last week. Station filmed 
special coverage of the city’s Aqua- 
tennial Celebration, with tour 
separate color films resulting. Film 
processing was done by the 
tion’s photo department. Station 
wants to do all news film in color 
within a year. 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 


PEFFFFFOHHFOFOOOH 
Steve Allen Show 


degree of consistency—one way or | 


the other. There are many mo- 
ments during his sessions that 
would be better off if left undone, 
and others that indicate the boy is 
getting there. Sunday’s (5) edition 
over NBC-TV was a prime example 
with the sketches on the weak side. 
The prime letdown was the mis- 
use of Judy Holliday in a rib of 
situation comedies—or was it 
drama? Whatever, it was, wasn't 
entirely clear, 

Allen continues to call attention 
to the opposition. Even with his 
rib of “Wide Wide World” and its 
conferencier Dave Garroway which 
included some hilarious bits, Allen 
exhibited the CBS trademarked 
eye on the screen as his finale. 
Maybe such things are too tradey 
to be appreciated by the lay public. 
However, his takeoff on his com- 
petition’s almost trademarked use 
of military drill teams was a funny 
bit of business.” 

The surrounding talent had its 
moments with Carmen Cavallaro 
doing a pleasant bit of ivorying, 
effect of which was heightened by 
some trick camera angles. Caval- 
laro provided his usually delicate 
touch for a _ pleasing interlude. 
Tony Bennett also came off well 
with a trio of tunes that he uses 


consistently in his nitery turn 
which included “Sing You Sin- 
ners” with a heavy production 
background. 


Louis Jordan, coming live from 
San Francisco, did okay with his 
jazz and comedy offerings. How- 
ever, Jordan, who has a fairly busy 
act himself, had to fight even a 
busier background of a street cor- 
ner roped off to prevent the citi- 
zenry from gathering around him. 

One of the memorable briefies 
on this show was the interview 
with a flier who travelled three 
times the speed of sound. 
words came a long time after his 
lip movements. Jose. 


- Alcoa Hour 


Save for a bit of over precious- 
ness—basic in the script to begin 





with—F, Hugh Herbert’s “Kiss and | 


Tell” gave a good account of itself 
on Sunday’s (5) “Aleoa Hour” over 
NBC-TV. The old legiter-plus-film 
was a lark and a lulu of a vehicle 


for the now-grown-up Robin Mor- | 


gan, who it seems only the other 
day was the mischievous little Dag- 
mar of the “Mama” teleseries. 
She really hit her mecoy adoles- 
cent stride on 
opus-pocus, along’ with 
pert mugger with a boffo sense of 
timing and the double-take. Es- 


tablished players from the B’way-| 


H'wood-tele axis pitched in with 
real pro support, including Jerome 
Cowan, Polly Rowles, Howard St. 
John, Lois Bolton, plus contribu- 
tions from a younger crowd con- 
sisting of Marion Randall and John 
Connell. Herbert Herschman’s di- 
rection was alert. 
William McCleery’s 
was faithfu! 


adaptation 
to the crisp Herbert 


work although some _ customers 
1long the cable may have some- 
thing to spout about the handling 


of several of the hotter “immoral- 
ity” aspects of the comedy farce. 
Philip Barry brought in an 
production. 
this one. 


Plenty of laughs in 
Trau, 





Hy Gardner Calling 
N. Y. Herald Tribune columnist 
Hy Gardner has been given a 


Slightly more advantageous Sunday | 


pre-midnight spot, directly follow- 
ng the 11 o’clock news (heretofore 
“The Continental” broke the se- 
quence) and his “Hy Gardner Call- 
sort of intra-N. Y. City 
person-to-person idea—latched on- 
to a topical discussion of rock ’n’ 
roll without any great conclusion 
ihe 14-year-old adolescent, Marion 
Weisbard, accompanied by her fa- 
ther who is prominent in Nassau 
County (L. I.) civic matters, who 
Greyhounded to Memphis to meet 
her idol, Elvis Presley, was a sane 
exponent for the r&r cause. She 
1s probably more representative of 
woe decent kids who like “the 
eat. 

Gardner showmanly 
4 kinnie of a very recent Presley 
interview and preceded that with 
some logrolling to Col. Tom Park- 
er, the Memphis kid’s personal 
manager, and also to Ed Sullivan, 


” 
no ‘ 
in —a 


including a plug for the September 


dating on Suilivan’s CBSer. Lowell 
[Thomas was a savvy guest, as be- 
fils an old pro, and the payoff by 
Miss Universe for her sixmonth 
UI pic pact—plugging the opening 





The | 


this Corliss Archer | 
Warren | 
Berlinger as her boyfriend—an ex- | 


Okay | 


revived | 





+++ 


of “Away All Boats” at 
“the 


My 


!made it too obvious also as 
mystery guest” on “What's 


|ing on CBS. Miss Carol Morris 
/must have done some hotfooting 
‘from one studio to the other. 
|**Line?”’ she almost got shut out 
/on the plug but the determined 
'and obviously grateful Miss Morris 
| wasn’t one for shirking her alloited 
'chore—she plainly asked John 
| Daly ‘can I say something?” and, 
instead of the usual thankyous or 
other gallantries, she raced into 
ithe cuffo commercial. Bennett 
Cerf couldn’t resist, “Plug over!,” 
| but Daly was more gallant. Back 
| to Gardner—he races through that 
| mouthful of Latin Quarter word- 
_age like he wishes it was over; so 
| do the customers. Ad copy is much 
overboard. A 


Open Mind 

Probably for the first time in 
the annals of commercial tv, the 
topic of homosexuality was ex- 
plored by a group of experts for 
the benefit of home _ viewers. 
The day Saturday (4) and the 
time 7 to 7:30 p.m., via WRCA- 
TV, offered a chance for prime 
viewing. To those who had any 
qualms about .the occasion, they 
can rest assured. The Republic will 
stand. 

The title of the topic rather than 
what was said proved to be most 
provoking. The panelists, repre- 
senting psychiatry, the law, and 
education, spoke mainly in abstract 
generalities and really offered 
little that most informed people 
do not know in this post-Kinsey 
world. 

Yet, the show, as previous half- 
hours on this programmer, was a 
pace-setter, bringing out a problem 
from a dark, hidden corner and in- 





for examination. It skirted around 
troubling facts, such as 4% of the 
male U.S. population is considered 
homosexual and, the disparity be- 
tween the law’s criminal outlook 
on what in essence is a medical 
problem. But if producer-mod- 
|erator Richard D. Heffner does a 
| sequel on the same subject—as he 
|indicated he might—he would be 


wise to pinpoint some aspect of the | 


| problems, get down to exemplify- 
| ing case histories, and he really 
bee have a real, good program. 
| Tt. could be done in good taste, 
| without alienating viewers inter- 
|ested in the subject. 

Regarding Saturday’s show, an- 
| other weakness was the lack of in- 
| terplay among the participants and 
| what appeared to be a lack of suf- 
| ficient spontaneity. Perhaps every- 
one was overly conscious of the 
subject and the taboos. The panel- 
ists were Dr. Robert Laidlaw, a 
New York psychiatrist: Arthur 
| Swift, dean of the School of Poli- 
tics at the New School for Social 
Research and Florence Kelley, at- 
torney in charge of the criminal 


| branch of the Legal Aid Society. | 


Horo. 


Press Conference 
Martha Rountree’s NBC-TVer of 
“Press Conference” last Wednes- 
day (1), with the controversial 
Harold Stassen as the interviewee. 


was solid looker-innering. It was 
hot stuff, perfectly timed in light 
of President Eisenhower’s middlc- 


sround attitude on his White House 
execulive aide that very morning. 
at his own press conference, and 
unlike the uncertainty that o!- 
jtained the preceding Sunday on 
|CBS’ “Face The Nation,’ when 
|Stassen also was the guest. “this 
time he was more authoritative. 
Obviously Ike’s neutral position on 
Nixon versus Herter gave Stassen 
greater authority. He was an 
assertive interviewee, parrying 
the Washington correspondents’ 
| queries with candor and unflinch- 
ing singleness of thought. He never 
permitted distortion or misinter- 
pretation from the equally savvy 
corps of D.C. newshawks. TV-wise 
the program has become a smooth- 
er operation. The most peripetatic 
was the news photographer; the 
mike pickups of the correspond- 
ents, now seated in a more orderly 
classroom fashion, were good: and 
Stassen and interviewer both got 
good camera coverage, with accent 
oi course on the guest. The same 
| disconcerting commercial tag is 
i still omnipotent however. Abel. 


‘Frontier’ for WABD 


| WABD, N. Y., inked for Cali- 


| fornia National’s ‘Frontier’ tele- 





pix. Playing time has not been! 
| chosen. 
| Series appeared first run on 


'NBC-TV last season. Half-hours 
| were produced by Tony Miner. 


Loew’s 
Steve Allen should soon attain a State Aug. 16—was obvious. She 


Line?,” the half-hour just preced- | 


On | 


telligently exposing it to the public | 


WHO’S THE GUEST? 
pane, Sammy Sales, Colleen 

Delaney; guests 

| Producer: Bob Jarvis 





+++¢+4¢+¢ Writer: Don Baker 


Musical. Director: Rudy Toth 

30 Mins., Mon., 9:30 p.m. 

LEVER BROS, 

CBC-TV, from Toronto 
(Young & Rubicam) 

New sponsored *summer_ panel 
show, going across this country to 
all outlets af the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., is ‘“Who’s_ the 
Guest?” which presents celebrities 
in Canada’s entertainment field for 
|icentification and then they’re on 
for a song or instrumental number. 
Quiz switch has the panel attemp- 
iting to guess names of guests by 
|means of cartoon clues relating to 


|}accordingly expected to live it up} 


ithe celebrity’s earlier, and often | 


irrelevant, activities. 
| Panel consists of Frank Tum- 
pane, erudite columnist of The To- 
ironto Telegram; gnome-like 
Sammy Sales, astute comedian; 
jand Colleen Delaney, a 


| 


| With Bernard Cowan, Frank Tum- | 











Foreign TV Reviews 








COMEDY IN MUSIC 
With Victor Borge and orchestra, 
directed by Erie Robinson 
Producer: G. B. Lupino 
50 Mins.; Tues. (31), 8:30 p.m. 
BEC-TV, London 
No one could possibly have fore- 
seen the sort of impact Victor 
Borge would have on traditionally 
hypercritical British audiences. 
His advent to London, for a spe- 
cial one-. .y BBC-TV_ stint, was 
comparatively unheralded and al- 
most completely unsung. A man 
known only by reputation, he was 


to the hilt. 

From the first moment of the 
show, when he nonchalantly 
stepped on to the piano (“The 
Bechstein people have asked me 
to announce that this is a Stein- 
way piano’) he had the on-camera 


voiced, gypsy-type gal, who is in|response was immediate, the im- 
|for visual decoration and obviously | pact terrific, and throughout the 


|doesn’t know the Canadian enter- | program—which 


overlapped, but 


tainment scene but is nice to look! did not get the customary fadeout 


at. Tumpane and Sales are hep to 
show biz background and the moni- 
tor is urbane Bernard Cowan, who 


displays a sense of sincerity and | 


humor. 

Only drawback to the _ series, 
from the stanapoint of the tv 
viewer, is that the identity of the 
guest is mainly regional and trans- 
Canada unknown. This also com- 
plicates matters for the panel quiz- 
zers. However, “Who's the Guest?” 
is a pleasant 30-minute stanza and 
a definite publicity buildup for the 
artists introduced, though these 
expatriates may be better known 
by reputation in the U. S. 
| Britain. 





| 
| 


—Borge played his hand with 
devasting effect. 

Up until a few days of transmis- 
sion, the most that British news- 
papers carried about him = con- 
cerned instructions on how to pro- 
nounce Bor-ge. Since the show, he 
is still known as Bor-j or Bor-gay, 
but whatever the tag may be, he is 
definitely ‘in’ with British audi- 
ences. 

This type of act breaks new 
ground for the majority of view- 
ers; the legit has its Ruth Draper, 
Emlyn Williams and Joyce Gren- 
fell, but tv has so far managed to 
bypass the solo spot issue to the 
extent deployed by Borge.  Per- 


Program rings in Doreen Hume, | haps there are too few Borges in 





has made a -bigger rep in Britain 
and the BBC, she singing here a 
Puccini aria; Cal Jackson, pianist- 
/composer known to restricted cir- 


icles, he later on for his own piano 
‘arrangement of “The Thrill Is 
Gone”; Klondike Kate (Mrs. Mat- 
son) 
cences of the Yukon gold rush; 
Denny Vaughan for his hit record- 
ing of “Walk Hand in Hand” and 
a neat self-accompaniment at the 
piano to his singing arrangement 
of “When Your Lover Has Gone.” 


in for her show biz reminis- | 


| 
| 


Whole is a neat, relaxing series | 


}of the panel members and the 
|adroit guidance of Bernard Cowan, 
|plus the individual contributions 
| of the topper guests, even if their 
‘identity isn’t guessed. Rudy Toth 
) and his orch lend neat background- 
|ing and the Lifebuoy soap of Blue 


'Surf detergent plugs are unob- 
| trusive. McStay. 
‘LONG BEFORE SHAKESPEARE 


| With Dr. Lionel Casson, Joe Sil- 
ver, Carol Gustafson 
Associate producer: Nazaret 
Cherkezian 
| Director: Clay Yurdin 
|30 Mins.; Sat., 2 p.m. 
|'WCBS-TV, New York 
A steady level of interest was 
not maintained in this, half-hour 
ishow, devoted to an exposition of 
ithe Greek drama. Although there 


sparked by the quiz interpolations | ; 
|clowning at the piano, Borge went 


| 


a Toronto Civic Opera lead, who|the world; Britain at least has yet 


to discover one. 

As gags tumbled from him it be- 
came plain that all his material 
was either very good or superla- 
tive: not one squib in a 50-minute 
basket of wisecracks failed to ex- 
plode. 


The man with the face of a saint- | 


ly maniac worked on a simple set 


consisting of a piano against a cur- | 
tain background that screened the | 


Now and then, they 
would be uncovered whenever 
Borge wanted to conduct. 


Not satisfied with some expert 


orchestra. 


to work on a mock Mozart opera, 
guying soprano, tenor, 
and bass; this was way on par with 
the Ustinov Mozart takeoffs: 


timing and delivery. In a 
Tchaikowsky melange, one wander- 
ing hand picked out the main 


| theme while the other directed the 


'orchestra, all this done in a way 
that never left his virtuosity in 
doubt. 


was much to commend it, and al-| 


|though the’ series widens the} 
horizons of television, the lecture 
hall format and other factors de- 
tract from the overall enjoyment 
and the intellectual stimulation. 
The format of the show, pre- 


sented by New York U. in associ- 
ation with the station’s public af- 
fairs department, is virtually 
straight exposition, with Dr. Lionel 
Casson, associate professor of clas- 


sits at the university, doing the 
narration. Frescoes, busts, tapes- 
tries and other art objects are 


utilized to give a feel of the pe- 
riod and the enactment of a brief 
scene from a Greek play is offered 
to vivify the experience. 

Dr. Casson is a commanding fig- 
ure with an intense, yet measured 
delivery. However, his ‘narration 
was a bit too studiec and he mis- 
cued a numb times Break- 
ing in with a news builetin on the 
sentencing of Marine Sergeant Mc- 
Keon during his discourse, didn’t 
help the continuity. 

Director Clay Yurdin, who also 
directs “Camera Three” over the 
|same station, tried to get a sense 
of movement and change through 


| 

| adept staging and other devices, 
}yet pictorially, the show remained 
|Static. If the viewer would just 
| listen, he would not miss too 
|much. 

| The short scene from_ an 
| Aeschylus play, enacted by Joe 
|Silver and Carol Gustafson, was 


more of a recitation of lines than 
| anything else. 

What was spoken, though, was 
interesting. Dr. Casson seemed to 
| speak from a fund of knowledge in 
_the field. He also has a flare for 
idrama, as indicated in the latter 


Unobtrusive camera work and 
distinguished production made this 
the outstanding comedy contribu- 
tion of the year on BBC-TV. 

Being networked simultaneously 
on the alternative commercial 
channel with the Bob Hope show; 
comparison of viewer ratings 
should prove interesting. Pete. 


TIC-TAC-DOUGH 
With Jack Barry, others 
Producers: Barry & Enright 
Executive Producer: Hudson 

sett 
Director: 
30 Mins., 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from New York 

One of the major efforts of the 
telecommunications industry these 
days seems to be devising new 
means of giving away money. It 
appears that some of the _ best 
minds in the field are engaged in 


Faus- 


Edward King 


Mon.-Fri., 12 noon 


research on that process. Perhaps 
this can be called an extremely 
successful project since a lot of 
shows do give away the loot 
Latest exhibit in this field is 


a variation on the 
Tic-tac-toe, in 
order to 


“Tic-Tae Dough” 
ancient game of 
which two contestants in 
put cross or circle in an 
lected segment, have to 
question. For a sustainel 
are fairly generous 

Jack Barry, a veteran hand at 
quiz games, handles the show com- 
petently, and moves the contest- 
ants along at a good clip. The 
questions do not require savants, 
and so the time limit seems fair. 
It’s good fodder for the daytime 
circuit. Jose. 


their se- 


nswer a 


the prize 


portion of the program by his nar- 
ration. The initialer dealt mainly 
with the works of Aeschylus, the 
father of the Greek tragedy and 
other shows in this eight-week 
series will be devoted to Sopho- 
cles, Euripides and Aristophanes. 


The fare is culturally very rich and | 
more could be | 


with some changes, 


realized from the bill. Horo. 


contralto | 


his | 
i'narrative was a triumph of meas- | 
| ured 


| FRANKIE LAINE TIME 

With Patti Page, Anita Ekberg, 
Duke Ellington, Morey Amster- 
dam, Russ Case orch 

Producer: Charlie Andrews 

Director: Mel Ferber 

Choreographer: Edith Barstow 

Writers: Harvey Orkin, Shelly Kel- 

| ler, Lou Salaman 

60 Mins., Wed., 8 p.m. 

| Participating 

CBS-TV, from New York 
The disparaging “summer 

placement” tag has seldom 

more appropriately affixed. Open- 

er of “Frankie Laine Time,” hot 

weather sub for “The Arthur God- 

frey Show,” last Wednesday (1), 

was an inept job of vaudeo pack- 

aging. Everything was wrong and 

|nothing worked. 


‘ 


re- 
been 


| The rap obviously belongs to the 
| behind-the-scenes staffers, from the 
| producer down to the writers, be- 
|}cause they had topflight talent to 

work with and they couldn’t make 
| it come off. A special boot goes to 
| the off-camera voice that shouted, 


baby- | audience eating from his hand. The | 4fter a highly laudatory introduc- 


| tion of the Mellowlarks by Frankie 
| Laine, “Get to the commercial.” 
| They got to the commercial despite 
the on-screen embarrassment of the 
show’s host, 

| This bubu, which came close to 
ithe midway mark, just spotlighted 
| the semi-pro quality of the stanza. 
| The tipoff on how the show was run- 
|ning came earlier. Preceding was 
|a restrained Frankie Laine with 
“I’m Sitting On Top of the World” 
and “Wrap Your ‘Troubles In 
Dreams” and Patti Page with a 
stafic rendition of her current dis- 
click, “Allegheny Moon” and a 
workover of the flipside of the 
Mercury etching, “Strangest 
Romance.” It’s ‘Allegheny Moon” 
all the way in the disk derby and 
the showcasing of the bottom of 
the deck didn’t seem to add up. 


Also on the debit side Morey 
; Amsterdam whose _ routine _ be- 
longed on a closed channel to 


Borscht Belt. 
ning gag with 


In between, a run- 
Anita Ekberg be- 


gan... This peg was built on show- 
ing off her build. ‘ 
In the second half, Laine did 


“Sunny Side of the Street,” Miss 
Ekberg, overly draped, walked on 
jand off, The Mellowlarks, appa- 
rently having come to some agree- 
ment with the commercial, did an 
uninspired “Joshua Fit The Bat- 
tle of Jericho,’ and FL and Patti 
| Page were recruited to do a med- 
|ley of their hits under a quiz show 
|format. This bit almost came off 
| but the puns got out of hand, Duke 
Ellington was wasted with a solo 
piano job on “Dancers In Loye” 
land “Tomorrow Mountain,” which 
was a choreographed production. 

Through it all, for change of 
pace, was Miss Ekberg in a rehash 





|of an old burlesque sketch. She 
gets a better showecasting in the 
| tabloids. 


Laine is a likeable tv host and 
ithe series could be a pleaser if the 
boys on top didn't act like it was 
ionly a filler. Gros. 


FARE FOR LADIES 

With Red Rowe, host; Mala Powers, 
Art Jarrett, Arlene Harris, Dave 
Barry, guests 

Producer: Harry Koplan 

Director: Dan Gingold 

60 Mins., Mon., 2 p.m. 

KNXT, Hollywood 
At this stage, “Fare for Ladies” 

is a formless mishmash of quizzes, 

audience participation stunts, comic 


turns, songs and civic presenta- 
tions, and seriously suffers from 
the lack of a strong central idea. 
Additionally, the opener was 


marred by a spate of dropped lines 

j}and cues, plus footless production 
which slowed an already creeping 
pace. 

Item: host Red Rowe took starlet 
guest Mala Powers down into the 
house to let the studio audience 
ask her questions on studio pro- 
duction, but the question-posers 
ij had to fight their way to the aisles 


to do so. Item; Rowe, custodian 
of the hand mike, managed to 
lose a great part of the Q-and-A 
period, (no great loss, from the 
audible portions). Item; warblers 
Mimi Martel and Art Jarrett were 
announced for a duet, but only 
Jarrett showed up on ‘camera be- 
cause Miss Martel didn’t know the 
words. 

Comic Dave Barry’s material, 
ill-suited to the afternoon crowd, 
didn’t register at all well. How- 


ever, Arlene Harris, reprising her 
well-known chatterbox bit, afforded 


a better-than-average return for 
the hausfrau audience. 
Of ‘Fare’s’” two singers, Miss 


Martel’s choice of material was un- 
fortunate —a slow-paced, indeter- 
riinate number which did little to 
display her talents. Ex-bandleader 
Jarrett’s projection showed a show- 
manlike fiair, but, alas, his pipes 
also showed the passage of years. 

As for the quiz portions, they 
were pegged at an _ elementary 


‘level which provided little real ex- 
icitement. 


Kove, 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur- 
Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top- 


eau on a monthly basis. 


rated film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. 
AH ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 


stations and clients as an aid 
show in the specific market. 


in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
Attention should be paid to time—day and 


women’s. 





time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western; 
Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national sponsor for-whom the film is aired. 


Abbre- 


(Mus), 


musical; 
(Wom), 









































TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND JUNE SHARE SETS IN | TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
= -._WRCV (3), WFIL (6), WCAU (10 
PHILADELPHIA Approx. Set Count—2,000,000 Stations—wWprH (13), Wilmingon 
1. Annie Oakley (W)............ os | > Sr _.. eRe ae ar ar anarte Bat. 5:30-6:00 ....2.45.. Ae ee I ig os o'ccy ck vabebe aes 3 errr 13.2 
2. San Francisco Beat (Dr)...... |, Se PE Sandel aed xe oe Wed. 10:30-11:00 ....... Tet aeen 2} ene 45.8; Wed. Night Fights......... ME, vance nes 33.7 
Baseball ‘ WEees seveces 12.9 
3. Superman (Adv)........ ee, 3: | re eee go DEON. T0070 © oii eeee. 13.8 oe Bee e664 5 aves pg Beer eer cere e ee §.1 
Award THEME... ci crcese> eee 5.7 
4. Waterfront (Adv)........... MD 5 vig bs-4ed a os Ee rare Bn. G:9G-7:00  onvccscaes ee | ee - 19.8| Roy Rogers......... ° Te: 8) rr 3.3 
5. Count of Monte Cristo (Adv)..WCAU.......... I ks bch OU Re BA. GOOCi20 .nkcicvcves BR etc ceess GRBs ecce ett, fe rrr MUEGY 6568904 12.6 
6. Badge 714 (Myst) ......... SE sa ob eeees ERA Rr aera WOE. TOTO cc civic. 12.5 wee $1.1 coneen Me RIES ZROREIE: os 60.000 es Se. ee 6.5 
7. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) WFIL........... Ee eae radia ee eee But. TO:BO21GO on csccds ELD. veece 8 er .-.- 54.7| What’s My Line............ WHO wesees 37.1 
S Eapernen CMs)... on. ccccces- WUE os0058 Rad rae OC, ETO ockeves- ee 31.0 everson . a) ee MEE vivanws 14.9 
9. Studio 57 (Dr)........ err... errs a iece scan vale | Tt ae ere 31.6 os » S621 Name That Tune. ..occccess WERE sccess 11.9 
30. Ween Geek UOMO CUED kc ccnc  WORC sccecawes PIANO. «6 <.6.0066 TUCE. T00TiSO 6a cceccies Pata ewes es WERE cients ek Pe ee eee re . i | er §.7 
News—J. Daly........... kg ee 5.4 
. toatl -e¢__WJBK (2), WWJ (4), WXYZ (7 
DETROIT Approx. Set Count—1,610,000 Stations—Cxiw (9), Winder (7), 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv)........ a See ee ee ee eee Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ ee | RE eae 51.21 POOR BON ......0ccedesses ee 7.9 
2. amon ‘Wy’ Andy (68)....00060%> Se Gs Ss nrtense een i oS) eo ee: 42.3| Mobile Theatre............ J ae 9.9 
3. Badge 714 (Myst)........... SE. ere PE eee eeaeew hee Bun. LONI OBS: ac ics BULB. avcscass oe er Cee ee oo 5 eb bee ween Wee as kites 135 
4. Racket Squad (Myst)......... Oe re |. gS ae ae Fri. 10:00-10:30 Bea hades nee 41.6} Realm of the Wild......... Wee asses 14.1 
SB. Wasertrams CAG)... .ccccece: NE xed eens te ee Mon. 9:30-10:00 ...... Be aAsacnada i eee BES VOU SOMO ik. ccdwcedewes Woe. ox-0sees 14.9 
Het Rod Races. .......00. WXYZ 15.2 
6. Secret Journal (Dr).......... ere MICA. vcesrcvocds« OR 10:00-10:30 19.0 ere ee EE cca Savarese 49.4) Hot Rod Races............. i & ¢ re 16.2 
7. Man Called X (Myst)......... WIENS 32k leeea eS are ae Tues. 10:00-10:30 ...... Rs Se anette Ot ee 39.6 | Celebrity Playhouse........ i re ee 16.5 
7. Turning Point (Dr)........... WOW .o vekieteans oY ee ere A a ie | Bass hawwrecis ee eit iwiee OOo ee TOWN: ooib coos sed mies Loic: ae 15.5 
9. San Francisco Beat (Dr)..... eee a eat BION: TO:SO-1E-O8 i.e ss re ee 33.3 Broadway Star Theatre.....WXYZ ...... 89 
9. Celebrity Playhouse (Dr).....WWJ.......... Screen Gems Tues. 10:00-10:30 ik Sa aaa Yt ear etaeee 39.6|Man Called X . .. WJBK 17.8 
CINCINNATI Approx. Set Count—662,000 Stations—WLW-T (5), WCPO (9), WKRC (12) 
1. Stories of the Century (W).. WKKRC......... oS) ih ar ee Tues. 9:30-10:00 > ries | Baan ere ree 45.7 l Science Fiction Theatre.....WLW-T ..... 15.4 
ee ee, Ee | |” ea a , EUCS, TOOT O8O ook as Pes ais.eue ees i ere 44.6 | Milton Berle eee es Lo ee 
3. Ellery Queen (Myst)......... oo ee ats an 4S Mon. 10:00-10:30 ..... POER: cla bes bce ot ee 38.5 | Cesar ss TOU: occ ce cies WLW-T ......15.8 
4. Turning Poms GD)... ..cces cess WEGWS d,s bse yies UN EE ea i Mon. 9:30-10:00 ....... PO oy Rlakedass Gh ee Oe res Pe Cog occs canes Weis. «sks 17.9 
4, Highway Patrol (Adv) WESTIN SL . 6 dieu yeu A TS an eg ae SHMES, BeOUHOIaO cia aes FOU haeebes i: Se 37.3 | Climax are ravasatend bi patois: Wei) s's:siaiess 16.9 
6. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) WLW-T........ MEN oie arise Sires Tues. 9:30-10:00 PUR ede xceace 2h eer ee 45.7| Stories of the Century.....WKRC ..... 24.2 
7. Mobil Theatre (Dr)....... . WKRC RRs 35 oar) Tues. 10:30-11:00 ee ee eae et aera ae 37.0 ( Reertee TROTIO: oki oss wo vc ahe’s WESWTER vacwes 19.4 
BS. Anne OCakiey CW) .skccaceees 39. cy ae oh ee Tues. 6:00-6:30 ie ae aS eae ae 19.2 | Theatre: Weather..-....... WKRC eee 
| CBS News Riccesnaseee WE. 2 kucar 3 
9. The Falcon (Myst)........... WKRC Jie ER bio AO wt, Sie Bs, LOOURENO  cotals foo Eile bee teers Ee. wale arasats 47.8 | Midwestern Hayride....... WLW-T ..... 21.0 
30,°3 Beek S Eaves Ge) ovickiccicecc Waste © . x64 vss oS we Saad PP Cla 6k es eases 125 ok: Seer ree 49.1 Ptayhouse of Stars....... vA WRC ...7.:088 
10; Soe Ws CW)... kc avckecs WCPO Ziv Sun. 5:00-5:30 Bares Ge anie 46.5 . 26.9 | Meet the Press WLW-T Ae 
LOUISVILLE Approx. Set Count—500,000 Stations—WAVE (3), WHAS (11) 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv) WHAS Ziv Fri. 8:30-9:00 ee <a Serer Pr WAVE 11.4 
2. Mr. District Attorney (Myst)..WHAS Ziv yy Ss | a: TO Al..é nisie eae 40.4 WEEE nc 5 so a eS COC Card bale WAVE) oo 0«%% 11.9 
3. Superman (Adv) ........... MURS. eabcacws Flamingo.. Sun. 6:00-6:30 Sa: ee emperererers es Seiki eas 25.9| Ethel & Albert...... pciachlwiacd WAVE Avctax 4.2 
4. 2 208 BS Saves CBP)... kc sidan WHAS ee THOS GiSOHEGLOO 6 ciara s vs ee esiwes eee 37.2 | NE SNe sce nelatle kD acee Kes WAVE.” «bese 16.9 
5. Studio 57 (Dr) WHAS VeC A ..... ues. 8:00-8:30 re a ok oe 43.4 Fireside ‘TReEAtUE. .. 06.600 WAVE 23.6 
6. Turning Point (Dr) ... WHAS MCA ear Sat. 8:30-9:00 ote Se 8 Sere 35.7| Max Liebman Presents.....WAVE ..... 16.3 
7. Star and the Story (Dr) . WAVE .... Official Sun. 9:30-10:00 re: eee ee oy ee so» 49.6 WE G SAY SAG 0k vawine a WEA seve 31.9 
8. Federal Men (Myst) WAVE MCA Thurs. 8:00-8:30 LE. Sarena err 38.4 | CME. 5 visu wis. toe ba Rew SD WHAS 22.8 
9. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) WHAS..........Zi\ . .Mon. 7:30-8:00 15.2. ccccces GEL. os cccees 28.1 | Caesar's HOUP...cecccseces WAVE 12.9 
10. Cisco Kid (W) WHAS og Wed. 6:30-7:00 Lf: rere (ae 19.4| Jaye P. Morgan. ...ccecececs: WAVI <iae- 
| News Caravan....,....... WAVE 5.9 
LITTLE ROCK Approx. Set Count—153,000 Siations—KARK (4), KTHV (11), KATV (7), Pine Bluff 
2. Baas TEE CIM). ok cw cess. KATY (TEER SHA ea wee es Mon. 8:00-8:30 ........ Beets eleva Snes BOT: eé0eee es Ces mete CNS. ok eke eens YY. ae 14.7 
- mee “WW AWGY (6)... .. 65.4. 2. ty ee ee | err i MOR. B30 O00 see eae’ 1: See poe OFF ..54 085005 BL ieee GaNeOe 2. .k issses sess PG PUMEE,. 63040 16.4 
3. Highway Patrol (Adv)........KARK... ee ee a ee ae bog GU | | | er Cre ee - weer rer 65.3|Death Valley Days......... DEEN 6556045 19.2 
4. Man Behind the Badge (Myst) KARK......... oo are aoe re Tues, SSO-B00 oi vive: Be ies St See ooo CB.21D6 You Trust Your Wile... REV ..c.00: 27.6 
5. Turning Point (Dr) ......... es kia as I, 616.5. 0a Ga A ee 6% Prt. 9:00-0:30 3 «....606065 C0 ae) Seer BO.7 tare GL Riley... ksi cess Te Astians 19.4 
G. Meme BT CDF)... 5k. oak ees 7 > | re pear DRE. sik: 5 S5.ne PEt S:3G-1008 ok. ess oe WOR sede enns 43,6 1}OuUr Miss Brooks. asic cess (+>) ee 14.7 
7. Death Valley Days (W)....... 2): ) Se McCann-FErickson . Sun. 8:30-9:00 ...... | Serre ee re o.+ 65.3 |\Highway Patrol..... Tete | weer ey 27.0 
7. Tales of Texas Rangers (W).. KATV.......... Screen Gems + + RLOR, BOOM ckicv ew bes her te —  ee e ra 65.1/}$64,000 Question...... eee 8 eer = ee | 
9. Highway Patrol (Adv)....... 3) eee ME Ruins Pietra n. BeSO<B500 2 ncaccevs cS ere. Pree ae 65.3 | Highway Patroi............-KARK ....... 27.0 
10. Secret Journal (Dr)..... ore. |. Sree Bs Se hiow ed ees Sun. 9:00-9:30 ......... (yf See | Sree ee re ST7.L/ Ed Sullivan....cccccccccs-MEMV aceces: 31.3 
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/M-G FIRMS UP SALES PATTERN 





Going Into Red With Wide Open Eyes 


Fordyce Enterprises, producing the new 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
“On Trial” telefilm 


series to be seen on NBC-TV next season, will go $100,000 into 
the red, producer-owner Collier Young discloses in a razor-sharp 
reflection of the complicated economics of tv film. Series begins 


telecasting Sept. 14, but Young, 


making his first entry into tv, 


says already there’s no doubt of the $100,000 in red ink. 
Young, partnered with Joseph Cotten and writers Don Man- 


kiewicz and Larry Marcus in the project, explained, 
conflict between the dollar and artistry. 
At the rate we’re spending, we will be 


has the upper hand. 
$100,000 in the hole at the end of 


“It’s due to 
At the moment artistry 


the season.”” Company is spend- 


ing more than it’s given by the sponsor, Campbell's Soup, but 
hopes to recoup its loss and make a profit via reruns, Young said. 


The producer, making his first 


highest script charges in half-hour tv film. 
scripts written by Marcus and Mankiewicz, 
they own a piece of the company. 
the writer, and writing will be the last economy I'll 
Writers’ source material is furnished them, 


spect for 
practice.” 


said “we have the 
We pay $3,000 for 
in addition to which 
But I have the greatest re- 


series for tv, 


since the 


series is based on actual trials in history. ; 
“This is the first time writers have been so heavily involved in 


a tv ope 


ration, but that’s the way I want it.” 








Once a TV Station Gets the Feature 
Pic Backlog Bug There's No Stopping 


Feature film purchases in recent + 


weeks bear out the forecast that 
once a tv station gets on a feature 
film binge, it doesn’t stop. 

Just like a drinking prone in- 
dividual, the tv station imbibes 
more and more after its initial 
plunge—subject, of course, to its 
ability to shell out the hard. cash 
and its need for competitive qual- 
ity 

Exemplifying this condition are | 





many of the stations which have | 
bought the RKO library from Mat- | 
ty Fox’s C & C Television Corp., 
the first major library to be put | 
on the block. | 

With over 700 RKO theatricals | 
under its belt, Triangle stations, | 
WFIL-TV, Philadelphia; WFBG, 
Altoona, Pa., and WNBF, Bing- | 
hamton, N. Y., concluded a deal 


with National Telefilm Associates | 
for the 20th-Fox package of 52. | 
Triangle, in addition, has bought 


NTA’s Selznick package. 

\lso indicative are the deals for 
{ Warner Bros. library by West- 
inghouse Broadcasting Co., (WBC) 
Which also possesses the RKO li- 
brary for three of its four tv sta- 
tions (See separate story). 





\nother case in point are the six 
RKO Teleradio’ stations, which | 
Were given first crack at the ‘Fin- | 


est 52” following RKO Teleradio’s | 
failure to get network airing for 


the package. RKO Teleradio’ took | 
that step rather than go out and | 
buy fresh packages for its o&0's, | 
Which already had the complete | 
RKO catalog, with the exception | 
152 features, from which the 52 | 
were culled. Ir 
\ dramatic example is KUTV, | 

an ABC affiliate in Salt Lake City, | 


bought the WB library and 
(Continued on page 41) 


Seek Pay Pattern 
On 90-Min. Vidilm 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
finding 





lenly it has no pro- 
in its telefilm pact for 90- 
telepix, the Screen Direc- 


Guild is planning to meet with 


. Gems, Columbia's tv sub- 
discuss a pattern of pay for* 
; vs on the extra-long films. | 
s shooting eight 90-min. pix | 
e “Playhouse 90” series of | 
\ 
SUG’s tv pact was negotiated | 
: Years ago, when there were no 


vy-min, vidfilms, and next negoti- | 
“On won’t be until March of 1958. 

\ild board met recently to dis- 
CUss minimums for the 90-min. vid- 

and while it was proposed 
‘at a standard might be the trip- 
‘nS of minimums on the half-hour 
telepic, this was rejected by the 
board. Some members pointed out 
“' more work goes into prepara- 
of a 90-min. vidfilm than does 
in the average vidpic, and averred 
€ven tripling the pay wouldn't be 
adequate compensation. 


tion 





|ing out missing persons. 


| Station’s own 


| for 


| “Mutiny 





Tracers Series Rolls 


Parker-Rogers Productions has 
started on 26 30-minute vidpix 
based on the files of Tracers Co. 
of America, N.Y. investigative out- 
fit which has spent 33 years ferret- 
MPA, 
New Orleans, will start syndicated 
distribution within 20 days. 

Jim Chandler stars. Films have 
been shot in locale in at least 
seven U.S. cities. Show will make 
room for insertion of local spots, 
announcing recently missing per- 
sons, particularly those from the 
area. 





‘Oz Sale Inspires 


M-G Talks With 
Webs on Others 


With the “Wizard of Oz” sale to 
CBS under its belt, Metro is hold- 
ing talks with CBS and other nets 
similar deals oh what it con- 
siders five classics in the Metro 
library. 

Network airing 
on, the Bounty,” 
Clark Gable, Charles 
and Franchot Tone, 


for 
starring 


is sought 


“Easter Pa- 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
John Tunstall, managing direc- 
tor of Dominion Film Productions 


Ltd., Johannesburg, South Africa, 


Laughton | 


! 
| 





| 





| 
| 





| already been selected and 


j}announced shortly. 


ALGER. | 
ON 


A skeleton sales force for mar- 
keting the Metro library to tv has 





been appointed, as Metro firmed | 
it will package | 


up plans on how 
the library of over 700 features. 

C. P. (Pete) Jaeger, 
v.p. of Guild Films, has joined 
Metro's television division, in an 
executive sales capacity. Monroe 
Mendelsohn, who recently headed 
up the sales promotion department 
of Guild Films and prior to that 
was advertising-publicity director 
for United Television Programs, 
has been named director of sales 
promotion. Maurice Gresham, ra- 
dio and tv sales exec and former 
v.p. of McCadden, Inc., will head 
up Metro tv’s West Coast offices, 
headquartering at Metro’s Culver 
City studios. A midwest sales | 
manager, who will work out of 
Chicago, is to be appointed shortly. 
They will all report to Charles C. 
(Bud) Barry, Metro v.p. in charge | 
of tv operations, who will function 
as sales manager, assisted’ by 
Richard Harper and Frank Rosen- 


felt, the latter of Metro’s legal de- | 


partment. 


The jelled selling plans call for 
a limited number of complete li- 
brary sales in markets to be 
selected by Metro. In non-library 
markets, Metro. will offer a pack- 
age of 52 films, subdivided into two 
groups of 26 each. The titles for 





. ee 


ia To Roar on TV 


Leo the Lion will roar on 
the nation’s tv screens. 

A new format for the Metro 
label—Leo breaking through 
and roaring ‘out of a tv screen 


—is being prepared forthe 
Metro library heading for 
video. 








the initial 52-feature package have 
will be 


In addition, a programming 
package of 39 features, consisting 
of the “‘Andy Hardy,” “Dr. Kildare” 
and “‘Mazie” series will be offered 
This latter package, because of its 
running story line and characters, 
is conceived for special handling 


|and is expected to break open new 


| 


time periods for feature films. 
Metro plans to work with adver- 
jtisers on this programming pack- 
|age for tie-ins and special mer- 
|chandising campaigns. 

Regarding Metro’s shorts, pack- 


Pages 


of 
formed. 


varying units are being 


In six to eight months from now. 


| Metro plans to release its second 


in town to sell a 13-segment half- | 


hour adventure telepix series, 
also dickering deals for further 
| vidfilm production in Africa. He 
'returns via Toronto, where he has 


is 


| a Canadian telecaSting deal on fire; 


thence to London, where the se- 
ries is already showing. 

Series already in the can is tag- 
ged “Tales Around an 
Campfire,” and revolves around a 


a ” in — | 7 ‘ | - ° ° ° 
rade,” starring Judy Garland and | package of 52, which will combine 
Fred Astaire, Treasure Island,” |some of the features in the initial 
featuring Wallace Beery and /52 with a fresh list of titles. The 
Jackie Cooper, “David Copper-| second and subsequent packages 
field” and “Tale of Two Cities. of 52, like the initialer, will be 

As Charles H. (Bud) Barry, v.p.| broken down to groups of 26. 
in charge of the Metro tv opera-| Of the 700 plus Metro films 
tion, awaits the go-ahead signal to | slated for tv, about 50 will be 
build a sales organization from |withheld for theatrical reissue. 
prez Arthur Loew, falks are con- | These 50 will be released for tv at 
| tinuing in many directions. Barry | about the rate of 10 a vear. On a 
met with execs of National Tele- | limited number, Metro currently 
film Associates last week on NTA’S | js engaged in talks with nets for 
bid to purchase 52 Metro pictures|a + possible: net exposure, a la= 
|for its planned feature film net- | “Wizard of Oz” for CBS. 

work. Talks were described as be- The tv operation, which will now 
ing in the preliminary stage. function under the heading of the 
— SS | Metro television division will 
| move ‘out. of the Loew’s Building 

‘TUNSTALL PEDDLING jand into the Mayfair Building 
about two weeks The Loew’s tv 
AFRICAN TV SERIES division will occupy the ninth floo: 

4 
of the Mayfair building 


Ben Blue Telepix Series 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Ben Blue and producer Jerry 
Stagg have set up Blue-J Produc- 


tions, to film new half-hour tele- 
|pix series tagged “Ben Biue’s 
Brothers,” starring the comic. 


Lensing starts in October. 
Marion Hargrove will script and 


| Supervise stanza penning by other 


African | 


white hunter spinning yarns, aug- | 
mented by Kodachrome footagte | 
lensed at the actual tale locales if | 


various parts of Africa. 


writers. 





More TV Film News 
On Page 35 





a former | 


_|eiated Artists Productions’ 











‘Stars Over Texas’ As 
‘Zane Grey’ Initialer 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Lensing on the new “Dick Pow- 
ell-Zane Grey Theatre” vidpix se- 
ries gets underway this week with 
“Stars Over Texas,” first of the 29 | 
segments to be shown on CBS-TV 
this fall with General Foods bank- 
rolling. Four S ar Films is produc- | 
ing the series in conduction with | 
producer Hal Hudson and members 
of the Grey family. 

Ralph Bellamy 
bott co-star 
teleplay, with Hudson producing 
and Leslie Selander Girecting. 


WB Backlog Sold 
To WBC Stations; 
WABD Buys 60 





television stations are matching | 


their buy of RKO pictures recent- | 


ly with large chunks out of Asso- 
Warner 
WBZ-TV, Boston, in 
what is considered the _ biggest 
feature film deal for tv in that 
|city’s history, bought all 754 War- 
ners. Deals are reportedly 
firmed with KDKA, 
and a third WBC 
Frisco, each for 
58 pictures. 
WABD, the DuMont o&o in 
N. Y., bought 60 of the Warner pic- 
tures in the first major outlay for 
feature films in about two 
Station will show one pic every 
Sunday night, but will play it three 


| Bros, pile. 


Pittsburgh, 
station, KPIX, 
several groups of 


times continuously between 8 and 
midnight. Charge to each of four 
sponsors on the four-hour shov 
will be $1,750 a week Price in- 
cludes a quarter hour seg in each 
of the three showings, with any 
additional time rotating among the 
bankrolling quartet. WABD has 
also singled the “Bugs Bunny” car- 
toons, out of an additional War- 
ners buy, for a new Friday night- 
at-7:30 half-hour Seven-Up has 
already bought half of the juve 
stanza for fall. 


The number of markets in which 
Warner 


features are sold was 
brought to over 50 by a spurt last 
week. Distrib is now beginning to 


of markets in 
than one station owns 
Warner pix. Apart from WABD’s 
60, WCBS-TV recently inked for 
150 Moreover, WRCA-TV is 
known to be negotiating for a 
package, and it’s reported WOR- 
TV is dickering for still other 
AAP-controlled Warner pix. 
KRON, as well as KPIX, each 
have Warners in Frisco. So do 
KVAR and KPHO, in Phoenix, and 
KBET KCRA, Sacramento. 


count the number 
which more 


and 


ar Sets ag 
SG’s ‘Bengal Lancers’ 


At Cost of $250,000 


lywood, Aug. 7 
Screen Gems is buildir several 
permanent sets for the new Her- 
bert B. Leonard-SG telepix series 
“77th Bengal Lancers” at a cost 
of an estimated $250,000, reported- 


lv the largest sum ever put out for 
exclusively telepix settings. 

Largest unit will be in the Mo- 
jave Desert, and will be a three 
and one-half acre replica of a Brit- 
ish Army fort in India. Also to 
be built will bé an Indian street, 
a Rajah’s palace and British army 
barracks and offices, an Indian jun- 
gle and a Viceroy’s summer palace 
sets. 

Meanwhile, Louis Appleton Jr., 
former SG assistant director, 
| been promoted to assistant to pro- 
iducer Leonard for “77th Lancers.” 


and Gloria Tal- | 
in the Harold Shumate | 


Three of the four Westinghouse | 


being | 


years. | 


has , 


B OTHERS ‘Gross-Krasne Back in Syndication 
VSETIP Biz With 0. Henry Series as Kickoff 


Gross-Krasne, the telefilm pro- 
‘sae company which quit syn- 
|dication 18 months ago through 
| sellout of United Television Pro- 
grams to MCA-TV, is re urning 
|to distribution. First show for sale 
|is an O. Henry half-hour anthology, 
| starring Thomas Mitchell. 
Manuever is coincident with the 
_reporied “upbeat” in syndication, 
which only a few months ago was 
considered by many a “hazardous” 
| business to be con‘inuing in, much 
less enter afresh. G-K is risking 
; the cost of a sales unit, because 
| the “timing is right,” according to 
| Phil Krasne, co-owner of the Coast 
production firm. It is the most 
pointed reaffirma‘ion of syndica- 
tion to date. 

Production of syndicated telepix 
came to a near standstill recently. 
| Producers couldn’t afford to-match 
| the price of network filmed product 


jin the syndication field, because 
| of the difficulty in recapturing 
| coin. And fears grew over the 


| plethora of features that were on 

the market. The best most syndi- 
|ca‘ors did, Krasne declared in trac- 
| ing recent history, was turn to first 

run off network for a few syndi- 
| cated properties. 

Now the fright over 
| abating, both Krasne and his part- 
ner, Jack Gross, believe. They 
point out that industryites are be- 
ginning to recognize the limitations 
of feature film exposure, despite 
| the all-fired power of full-lengthers 
as tv fare. Two conceded that from 
approximately 10:30 to midnight 
is top feature film time on tv, but 
they add that many national bank- 
rollers avoid buying into Holly- 
wood theatricals because they can't 
get adequate sponsorship identifi- 
cation unless they own the whole 
feature film show. Gross’ and 
Krasne said that sponsors find 
| that buying the whole shebang is 
ijtoo costly. Add to this the con- 
tention that there is several times 
the coin available through regional 


features is 


sponsors as in all of ne work. Gross 
and Krasne feel the net result is 
there is room for the return of 
quality syndicated pnrgduct. 
Present system of syndication 
has man inadequacies, Krasne 
said. He found two reasons why it 
wasn't wise to turn O. Henry over 
to an outside syndicator. Just as 
was the case about a year back, 
producers can’t make back their 


investments on telepix when they 
have to pay out 35 to 40% in dis- 
tribution fees. Moreover, Krasne 
explained that current mode of 
syndication calls for selling more 
than one show at a time. Gross 
and Krasne want to concentrate 
on one skein at a time. 

G-K has just hired two salesmen 
to hit agencies and is on the verge 
of hiring four more. They’ll work 
on making sales in aS many major 
tv situations ‘via re- 

(Continued on page 41) 


as possible 


OF's $2, 000. 000 
On Four-Star Pix 


With three major regional deals 
onsummated, “Star Performance” 
has racked up more than $2,000,000 
for Official Films in less than four 
monihs 

The Four Star Production now 
n yndication has been old in 
130 market The eries al ) 
brought in for the (first tin 
Slenderella International and 
Standard Oil of New Jersey (Esso) 
into the half-hour’ syndication 


sponsorship field. 

Slendere'la, which operates 150 
salons in the U. S. and elsewhere, 
in its 39-week regional deal, wiil 
place the programs in 35 of the 
largest markets. Standard Oil, via 
McCann-Erickson, will take the 
series in 49 markets. The first 
regional sale garnered by Official 
was the 1l-market deal with Bud- 
| weiser Beer. 

In Canada, Official sold the “Star 
Performance” package of 153 half- 


hour programs to Telepix Movies, 
, Ltd., of Toronto. 
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Selected By All-Industry Vote 


#1 Best Syndicated Film Series! 
#1 Best Adventure Series! 
#1 Best Actor in Syndicated TV Film! 


Billboard's 4th Annual TY Program & Talent Awards 


FROM LATEST PULSE REPORTS 
COVERING ALL TV SYNDICATED 
FILM PROGRAMS FOR FIVE 
STRAIGHT MONTHS! 


(3441 IN MARKET AFTE!' M 


#l LC 


#1 SAN ANTONIO 36.4 #1 Scranton-Wilkes Barre 7 


#1 YORK, PA. 43.9 #1 NEW YORK 
#1 COLUMBUS, OHIO 42.1 #1 ROANOKE 
#1 DAYTON, OHIO 39.9 #1 CINCINNATI 
#1 DETROIT 34.2 - #1 SPOKANE 
#1 SYRACUSE 28.0 #1 CLEVELAND 


1h 
45 


#1 BL 
#l Hi 
#l BC 
Fl HC 
#1 FR 


ARB, Ju 


39 ALL NEW PRR 


78 HALF-HOUR FILMS NO 


VAI 
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Starring | Neo¥-Vol-Taah Award Winner 


3RODERICK CRAWFORD 


as Head ro) _— a Patrol! 





\ 
kao 
ARs See oe 





MARKET! RENEWED BY SPONSOR AFTER SPONSOR 


Never before on any show such a sensational record of renewals! 


BALLANTINE BEER in 24 markets! 
LION OIL in 10 markets! 


rel #1 LOUISVILLE 37.3 
WB #1 BUFFALO = 26.0 








Sm #1 HARRISBURG 19.7 PFEIFFER BREWING in 10 markets! 
li #1 BOSTON 29.6 KROGER STORES in 6 markets! 
1+] HONOLULU 39.1 kee pete gatiam in 4 “see ee 
, Aa ANDY ANDY INC., Supermarkets of San Antonio! 
‘ NO - (25.6 KGNC-TV Amarillo | KOMU-TV Columbia, Mo. 
MB, June, May, April, Mar., Feb., 1956 WFAA-TV Dallas KTTS-TV Springfield NEW YORK 
Fr ( Fe AMS KARD-TV Wichita _—— WIVP-TV Decatur CHICAGO 


WDSU-TV New Orleans CINCINNATI 
{@ VAILABLE plus many more happy ZIV advertisers and stations! HOLLYWOOD 
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Webs’ Mass Gaucus 


=m Continued from page 25 





ence.” Much of the advance work ' 


of backgrounding and highlighting 
the news has been done by these 
shows, a format that will continue 
for both conventions. 

As a result, Washington has 
been the scene of a two-way week- 
ly sweepstakes. The shows vie 
with each other in an effort to cop 
the current top figure in the news. 
And politicos, conscious of the im- 
pact of tv, plus its overwhelming 
cost, maneuver for the covetted 
cuffo spotlight. 

Past Sunday’s lineup included 
GOP chairman Leonard Hall, 
whose stint was considered suf- 


ficiently important for ‘Face the 
Nation” to trek all the way to) 
‘Frisco to get him. Harold Stas- 
sen, who stirred up a major temp- 
est in the Republican teapot by his 
“dump Nixon” move, guested on 
“College Press Conference” for his 
third stint on a network tv show 
in a single week. Demmy presi- 
dential hopeful, Kentucky Gov. 
“Happy” Chandler faced the 
“Youth Wants to Know” quizzers. 
while Sen. Paul Douglas (D., IIL.) 
and Sen. Clifford Case (Rep., N. J.) 
debated on “American Forum.” 
“Meet the Press” offered a dif- 
ferent angle—a _ televised press 
conference with Roy Wilkins, ex- 
ecutive secretary of National As- 
sociation for Advancement of the 
Colored People. ‘Reporters’ 
Roundup” featured Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy (R., Wis.). 


Obvious plums for which all 
shows have been competing—the 
major candidates—have thus far 
resisted the lure of the coast-to- 
coast cuffo appearance. This holds 
true for such national figures as 
Harry Truman, Senate leader Lyn- 
don Johnson, and Speaker Sam 
Rayburn. This resistance, however, 
is likely to wither next Sunday, 
when tv cameras and mikes, com- 
plete with interviewers, will be 
lurking in every corner of every 
hotel harboring a major Demo- 
cratic figure. Already inked for 
convention eve shows is New 
York’s Gov. Averell Harriman, 
who will appear on “Youth Wants 
to Know.” 

Also on next Sunday’s lineup are 
the following: Democratic Natiorral 
Committee chairman Paul Butler, 
on “Meet the Press’; Carmine De 
Sapio and James Finnegan, 


cam- | 


| 





| 





paign managers for Harriman and | 


Stevenson, 
lege Press Conference”; and Har- 
riman supporter Gov. Raymond 
Gary (D., Okla.) versus Stevenson 
backer Sen. Richard Neuberger 
(D., Ore.), on “American Forum. 
In addition, of course, NBC’s “‘Citi- 
zens Union Searchlight.” 
ated by Ben Grauer, 
anv key 


the scene. 


respectively, on “Col-| 


TL 


moder- | 
will line up| 
figure it can marshall, as | 
will virtually all commentators on | 


Standing in a unique position in | 


the pre-convention 
Martha Rountree’s ‘‘Press Confer- 
ence,” a Johnny-come-lately to the 
tv scene, but a formidable bidder 
for guests, with its 125 station line- 
up and its substantial Corn Prod- 
ucts sponsorship. Programmed 
Wednesday night, rather than the 
standard Sunday afternoon, show 


coverage is 


will originate from Chicago tomor-} - 


——_—-—-—-—_-»—- 


row night (8); as well as next! 


Wednesday (15), midway in the ac- 
tual convention Following her 
policy to date, la Rountree has not 
vet tipped her hand as to the 
guests on her two-show agenda 

In addition to the ABC and CBS 
final roundup NBC has sched- 
uled a 5-6 p.m. “Outlook,” featur- 
ing interviews with leading figures, 
a report from George Gallup, and 
vwrapups from the entire NBC 
stable of newsmen 

All three video webs are deter 
mined to keep preconvention cov- 
erage tighter and better organized 
than in °52, when it rambled aim 
lessly over the field, frequently 
bringing the same person to the 
screen on three or four successive 
shows. Working within the frame- 
work of established regularly 
scheduled shows, plus staying on 
top of the news with features 
whenever indicated, they hope to 
make sense to the mass audience. 

Big question is whether the in- 
tensive preparation will whet the 
appetite of the staggeringly large 
potential tv audience, or satiate it. 


{the New 


| Auden, 


That question may well be an-)| 
swered when the final scores for! 


the actual convention coverage are 
tabulated. 





TV Networks’ '56-'57 Program Schedules 
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7:30 ... RIN TIN TIN.. 
National Biscuit 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 


8:00 
Chesebrough-Pond’s 
(McCann-Erickson) 
American Chicle ° 
(Ted Bates) 

CROSSROADS 
Chevrolet 
(Campbell-Ewald) 


8:30 . 


9:00 .. TREASURE CHEST 
Mogen David 
(Weiss & Geiler) 


| NBC, 9: 00 to 10— DINAH S SHORE. BOB HOPE (5 Shows each), Chevrolet (Campbell-Ewald) 


. ADVENTURES JIM BOWIE 


Colgate 
(Ted Bates) 


General Foods 
(Benton & Bowles) 


ZANE GREY THEATRE 
General Foods 
(Young & Rubicam) 


WEST POINT STORY........ 


MY FRIEND FLICKA........ COKE TIME 


Coca-Cola 

(McCann-Erickson) 
NEWS CARAVAN 

Miles Labs. 

(Geoffrey Wade) 
LIFE OF RILEY 

Gulf Oil 

(Y&R) 


WALTER WINCHELL 
Toni 
(North) 
P. Lorillard 
(Lennen & Newell) 


eg ee ee ee ON TRIAL 


R. J. Reynolds 
Colgate 
(Wm -Esty) 


Campbell Soups 
Lever Bros. 
(BBD&O) 























9:30 . THE VISE Reha eee es em . PLAYHOU SE OF STARS er BIG STORY 
Sterling Drug Schlitz Brewing Revion 
(D-F-S) (Lennen & Newell) (BBD&O) 
Pall Mall 
(SSC&B) 
10:00 I eee eee ee yy A re FRIDAY NIGHT FIGHTS 
Brown & Williamson Procter & Gamble Gillette 
(Ted Bates) (Y&R) (Maxon) 
10:30 1, (AD ENERES: NEED Sage ne ae Pere PERSON TO PERSON RED BARBER 
Time-Life State Farm Insurance 
(Y&R) (Needham, Louis & Brorby) 
Amoco-Hamm Beer 
(Katz) (Campbell-Mithun) 
SATURDAY 
ABC CBS NBC 
6:30 .. (No Network Service)......... BEAT THE CLOCK.......... (No Network Service) 
Pharma-Craft 
(JWT) 
7:00 .. (No Network Service)......... RE a ick Clas al ete wigs (No Network Service) 
7:30 .. FAMOUS FILM FESTIVAL... THE BUCCANEER.....:..... PEOPLE ARE FUNNY 
Par. icipating Sylvania : Toni 
(JWT) (North) 
R. J. Reynolds 
(Wm. Esty) 
Re ora rae tle foe lea Sata /ed, JACKIE GLEASON SHOW . PERRY COMO SHOW 


9:00 LAWRENCE 
Dodge 
(Grant) 


WELK 


| NBC, 9:00 to 10:30-—-SATURDAY 


| RSPR ey oe erie ea 
CBS, 9:30 to 11: 00—FORD 
10:00 MASQUERADE PARTY 
Lentheric 
(Grant) 
Emerson Drug 
(Lennen & Newell) 
10:30 OPEN 


Center Sets Top Names 
For Art Series on Film 


Ann Arbor, Mich., Aug. 7. 

A new group of related educa 
ional television programs designed 
to show how a creative person pro 
duces a work of art in painting 
musie and literature will be of 
fered in 1956 by the Educational 
Television and Radio Center. The 
center acts as the hub for the Na- | 
tional Educational Television net- | 
work. | 

Playwright Arthur Miller will be | 
one of those features in the “Writ: | 
ers of Today” series, to be hosted | 
by Walter F. Kerr, drama critic of 
York Herald Tribune. 
Other current writers to be fea- 
tured in the series will be W. H. |} 
Robert Penn Warren and | 
Archibald MacLeish. In informal | 
conversa ions, Kerr 


will explore the writer's philoso- | 


! 


phy, his techniques and working | 


a 


Ann Arbor TV-Radio | Ja 


| habits. 


P. Lorillard 
(Lennen & Newell) 
Bulova 
(MecCann-Erickson) 


OH SUSANNAH...... 
Nestle 
(Bryan Houston) 


NIGHT SPECS (Every ath wee 
(K&E) 

JEANNIE 

Procter & Gamble 

( C ompton) 


Oldsmobile (D. P. Brother); 


S&H Stamps 
Noxzema 
RCA 
Gold Seal 
Surbeam 
Kleenex 
(SSC&B) 
(SSC&B) 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 
(Campbell-Mithun) 
(Perrin-Paus) 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
. CAESAR’S HOUR 
Esquire Boot Polish 
Bab-O 
Quaker Oats 
(Emil Mogul) (D-F-S) 
(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 
(1/6 | open) 
RCA | 


| 











ST. AR JU BILEE fevery 4 4th week 

-GUNSMOKE .. 
Liggett & Myers 

(McCann-Erickson) 


‘HIGH FINANCE 
Mennen 
(McCann-Erickson) 


Jamaica TV—U.S Style 


Kingston, B.W.I., Aug. 7. 

Television is coming to Ja- 
maiea, British West Indies. 
Jamaican coin will have the 
controlling interest 

However, even though Ja- 
maica is a British possession, 
the American system of com- 
mercial tv will be adopted 
rather than embracing a BBC- 
type of operation Headquar- 
ters will be in Kingston 

No definite plans have been 
formulated as yet, although 
it’s reported some tentative 
discussions have been held on 
possible purchase of RCA 
equipment. It’s figured that 
U. S.-made pix will play an 
important role in the Jamaican 
programming scheme. 





whereby 


}atrical and 


| with Meridian, 


, Ford (J. Walter Thompson) 





eer ERX: GEORGE GOBEL SHOW 


Armour 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
Pet Milk 

(Gardner) 

. YOUR HIT PARADE 
Warner Lambert 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 
American Tobacco 
(BBD&O) 





\Robert Lawrence Inks 
With Canadian Producer 





Levant 


=a Continued from page 1 See 








and precipitous,” and that it was 
the result of his asking for a 
raise last Wednesday. Only thing 
everyone in the imbroglio agreed 
on was that some of Levant’s ad 


‘libs were of questionable judg- 


| ment; 


even Levant admitted this 


| although contending he was never 





'was never 


rabout Nixon, 


warned about it by the station or 
sponsor. 

Terrence explained, “It seems 
we had a show about music, but 
instead Levant was razzing Nixon 
too much,° and even the panel 
didn’t have much chance to talk. 
The show got too dirty. We want 
to sell carpets. The station and I 
had warned Oscar several times, 
but he would go ahead anyway. 


“We maintain a good reputation 
and can’t antagonize people. I 
received complaints because of it. 
I'm used to them because I also 
sponsor Paul Coates, but I didn’t 
want politics on the showa If Os- 
car had something clever to say 
about Nixon, that would have been 
okay. But whether you're a Re- 
publican or Democrat, you should 
have respect for the office. Oscar 
is a sweet guy, but he overdoes it 
with his cracks. I am a Republic 
can and I don’t particularly care 
L was a Republican, 
yet voted for President Roosevelt. 
I don’t want any controversial 
show unless both sides are pre- 
sented.” 

Plans Another Show 


Asked how his carpet sales 
were affected since he has spon- 





Success Siory 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Al Terrence, owner of Ter- 
rence Carpet Co., Los Angeles, 
was a speed cop 10 years ago 
when he borrowed $500 to es- 
tablish his business. 

Today he has a prospering 
biz, spends $175,000 a year on 
tv advertising, and _ reports 
his tv sponsorship has _ in- 
creased his biz by $1,000,000 a 
year, the last twe years. 








sored Levant, Terrence replied: 
“We should have done more busi- 
ness. However, I am inclined to 
blame the fact we didn’t on gen- 
eral business conditions since 
business is olf. - What happened 
won’t hurt my friendship with Le- 
vant, but he can’t do those things 
—after all, Nixon is still Vice- 
President of the United States,” 
he added. 

Levant denied disagreement on 
program material, contending he 
warned by the station 
about his: material, nor was there 
ever even any discussion about it. 


| Levant said he realized himself he 


;my ad libs. 





may have crossed the border of 
good taste on his last show, and 
remarked, “I was dumbfounded at 
I never know what 
I’m going to say beforehand. I’m 
like a middle-class James Joyce— 
I’m extremely self-conscious. The 
station left it up to my own judg- 
ment, which I don’t have. 

“The station gave me latitude, 
understanding I can never predict 


| what I’m going to say, But Wednes- 
|day I asked for a raise and Al 


Flanagan of KCOP led me to be- 
lieve he would take care of it, but 
that I shouldn’t call Terrence, the 
sponsor. The next thing that hap- 
pened was Flanagan phoning me 
Thursday and telling me of the 


| station’s decision. 


For North-Border Com'ls 


Productions 
and Meridian Films 
inked an agreement 
they'll both use 


Robert Lawrence 
Canada) Ltd.., 
Ltd., have 
stage 
space in Toronto, Meridian for the- 
industrial production 
and Lawrence for commercial spots 
only, 

Robert Lawrence, htad of the 
companies, said that each of the 
three years his outfit has been ac- 
tive in Canada, it has doubled bill- 
ings. Previous to the arrangement 
outfit rented stu- 


| dio space. Grantray-Lawrence Ani- 








filmed by Dynamic Films, Inc. 
In the series 

guage,” composer-conductor 

ard Hanson will be featured. 


The six-program series was | 


| 


“Musie as a Lan- 
How- 
In | Canadian facilities for Canadian 


mation ne., in Hollywood, will do 
|animation for all accounts, giving 
the outfit a three-way setup— 
Coast, N. Y. and now Canada. 


Lawrence expects to use the new 


“The Painting,” the young Ameri- | | sponsors principally, but is leaving 


be shown at work, with Reinhardt, 


himself, doing the narration, 


and his guest | can artist Siegfried Reinhardt will | | the door open for any U. S. bank- 


lroller who 
there. 


wants product shot 


“I’m not going to questign the 
right of the station in this mat- 
ter, although my leaving tv will 
be a big loss to the community. 
Maybe it’s a big gain, I don’t 
know). The show made extracr- 
dinary demands on me, I wrote 


'and handled it all.” 





toss-Danzig packages the Levant 
how, and Frank Danzig said he 
and his partner are currently 
negotiating a tv film and kine 
deal of ‘‘Words.” “We think 
Levant is a great talent. We are 
extremely regretful the show is 
leaving KCOP,” he said. Latest 
ARB gave ‘‘Words” a 6.2 rating for 
the 11 p.m.-midnight show. 





‘Confession’ Rolis 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
“Confession,” second CBS-TV 


hour-and-half ‘‘Playhouse 90” tele- 
pic, started rolling at Screen Gems 
yesterday (6) with Eva Wolas pro- 
ducing and Tony Leader directing. 

Dennis O’Keefe and June Lock- 
hart co-star in the Devery Free- 
man-Ed Morris teleplay. 
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‘MAJOR-MINOR’ ADV. PATTERN 





60%, of Nippon TV 


on Film; Both 


Radio, Video Follow U.S. Patterns 


Radio and television in Japan¢ 


are developing along U. S. pat- 
terns with privately-owned opera- 
tions a growing postwar trend, in 
the opinion of Nobutako Shikanai, 
head of the Nippon Broadcasting | 
System, Inc. 
“Shikanai is currently in the U. S. | 
on business pertaining to his | 
TY activities and also is negotiat- 
jng for increased cultural ex- | 
change through importation of 
American concert attractions. He 
js one of the original founders of 
the International Cultural Ex- 
change Association, recently-or- | 
ganized non-profit combine that | 
embraces some of Nippon’s most | 
important figures, including key | 
industrialists, bankers, newspaper- | 
radio-tv owners, educators, ship- 
ping interests, ete. As a delegate 
for the Board of Japanese Em- 
ployers’ Federation (correspond- 
ing to our National Association of 
Manufacturers), Shikanai recently 
attended the World Labor Con- 
gress in Geneva, going from there 
t London and thence to New 
York. He proceeds to Washington, 
then to Chicago and San Fran-| 
cisco before returning to Japan. | 

Accompanying Shikanai is Sa-| 
buro Matsuo, chief engineer of 
Nippon Broadcasting, a top radio 
combine and planning immediate 
expansion into tv. In Japan before 
World War II, there were no pri- |} 
vately-owned and operated broad- | 








ment-controlled. Today, the Jap-| 
anese government still is active, | 
but private enterprise has been | 
permitted to spawn, side-by-side | 
with the official operations. Since 
the end of the war, about 40 pri- 
vately-owned radio stations have 
begun operation, and there will be 
seven commercial tv stations, when 
two under construction are com- 
pleted. 

According to Shikanai and Mat- 
suo, there are about 20,000,000 ra- 
dio sets in Japan and about 200,- 

(Continued on page 38) 


Olympic Committee 5 
Sees 2506 Potential 
_ In Global Video Spread 


The Olympic Committee  esti- 
mates that film coverage on the 
November games will be worth 
roughly $250,000 ‘on global video. | 
It 5 appointed Paul Talbot sole 
Sale representative for all tv, 
newsreel, theatrical and 16m 
rights. 

lalbot, who presides over Fre- 
mantle Overseas Radio-TV, an out- 
ft selling only outside the U. S. 
until now, reports that negotia- 
I are underway with Moscow 


tv filmization of the event. Rus- 
Slan cinema is expected to buy the | 
ts film as well. : 
Newsreel filming is to be done 
by a pool of cameramen for all the 
newsreel services, who have to pay 
for using the Olympic footage. Thé 
Committee is arranging five edi-| 
reg for theatrical and tv exposure 
| 


Spo 


rious parts of the world: There 
will be North and South Amertean 
fcilions, a European-slanted copy, 

edition for Eastern Europe and 
Ru Sila and one for Japan. Talbot 
Plans to jet-plane daily celluloid 
{ 
t 
\ 
( 


' of Melbourne, Australia, where | 
1956 Olympics take place, to | 
Yorid-wide points. Olympics are 
Irom Nov. 22 through Dec. 8. 


Spanish Dubbings 
For ‘Dr. Christian’ 


; Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Spanish-language dubbing on “Dr. 
-hristian” will begin next month, 
Cespite fact that the show hasn’t 
been released in the U. S. as yet. 
lowever, current deals call for 
telecasting in Latin American 
Countries in January, when the 
Series will also be aired in Britain, 
Via the Associated TV Programs 
Ltd. net. 

“Dr. Christian” will be aired in 


the U. S. in late September or early 
October, 





| Chemical 
| Lumberman’s 
| Structural Clay Products Institute. 


—— 


|ing of its initial 





‘Code 3’s’ 50 Markets 


Eight regional or national spot 
advertisers have brought “Code 3” 
for sponsorship in 35 markets, 


| bringing the total markets sold for | 


the series to 50. 
Simultaneously, ABC Film Syn- 
dication announced that the series 


| has just been released for individ- 


ual market sales nationally. “Code 
3” multi-market sponsors include 
Dining Car Coffee, Strom Brew- 
ing, National Biscuit, Petri Wine 


and Signal Oil. 


100 Stations Join 
In Public Servic 
Industrial Web 


Amid all the talk about a com- 
mercial film net, either for features 
or telefilms, one such net in the 
industrially-sponsored public serv- 
ice field has been successfully 
launched by Public Service Net- 
work, Inc., headquartering in 
Princeton, N. J. 





With Sherman Price at the helm, | 
casters, everything being govern-| PSN since last March has garnered | 


over 100 stations from coast to 
coast to join its operation, under 
which each of the stations con- 
tractually commits itself to play 
one or both of two PSN’s regular- 
ly weekly scheduled series, ‘‘Build- 
ing America” and 
and “Transition” a quar- 

The PSN plan runs along these 
lines: 

All films accepted by PSN from 
sponsors, mainly trade associations 
and larger companies, are rigidly 
edited to take out any direct com- 
mercials and to fit the films 
in either the half-hour or quarter- 
hour format. They also are viewed 
in terms of content and audience 
interest so that affiliated 
can schedule them safely in regular 
weekly time slots. 

Industrial sponsors pay PSN a 
servicing fee, in addition to fur- 
nishing 30 black-and-white or color 


| prints for series circulation. The 
fee to the sponsor is $10 per certi- 
fied telecast for each of a mini- 
mum of 200 telecasts and $7.50 
thereafter. Stations, donating the 
time for the public service pro- 
gramming, do not make any pay- 
ments, 


Among the industrial and trade 
association sponsors employing 
PSN facilities are: Campbell Soup, 
Hamilton Watch Co., Sperry-Rand, 
Welch Grape Juice Co., American 
Paint Co., West Coast 
Association, and 


Stations joining the net include: 
WPIX, New York; KLOR, New 


Orleans; WREC, Memphis, Tenn.; | 


KSAN, San Francisco; WGR, Buf- 


) suit the specific interests of | flo, N. Y.; KARD, Wichita, Kan., | 


and WICU, Erie, Pa. 


39 More ‘Hudsons’ For 
Carolina Power & Light 





Carolina Power & Light Co., 
which sponsors MCA-TV’s “Dr. 
Hudson’s Secret Journal” in five 


southern markets, has signatured a 
contract for a new batch of 39 
half-hour stanzas, following back- 
series of 39 in- 
stallments. 
ard. 

Walter J. Klein of Charlotte, 
N.C., is the agency. 





MORE ‘GOLDBERGS’ SALES 


Guild has signed five more sta- | 


tions to “The Goldbergs.” 

Buying the half-hour tv film 
series, starring Gertrude Berg, 
were: WAAM, Baltimore, with 
sponsor attached; WXYZ, Detroit; 


KFMB, San Diego; WGEN, Quin-| cereals, Gulf Oil and White King Raitt, with a name Italo actress as 
Soap, Scott revealed. 


ey (Ill); KSWO, Lawton (Okla.) 


“Transition.” | 
|‘‘Building America” is a half-hour 

| series 
| ter-hour. 


stations | 


Show stars John Hovw- | 








AI TEBNATE WEEK TV Film Producers Alliance Pushes 
Adoption of NARTB Code for Telepix 


/OTNDICATION GOWN 


| The growing trend of alternate 
, sponsorship in the syndication field 
| has gained momentum, with region- 
al adver‘isers, in market after 
|market, adopting the ‘“major-mi- 
/nor” weekly ad format as a flexible 
‘tool in their tv outlay. 


| The recent Television Programs 
'of America deal with Chunkies, the 
| candy outfit, for alternate spon- 
|sorship of “Foreign” Legionnaire” 
|in 17 Eastern markets is typical of 
the booming development for many 
|of the top syndicators. 


TPA, as soon as it closed with 
Chunkies for 17 markets for a 26- 
week period, on am alternate basis, 
for about $83,000, went ahead and 
sold the series in 10 of the 17 
markets to alternate sponsors or tv 
stations on a 39-week or 52-week 
‘basis, parlaying the deal to about 
$225,000. Before, TPA is through 
| selling in the 17 markets, it expects 
| the “Foreign Legionnaire” series in 
'the area to bring the take up to 
| $275,000. 
| National Premium Beer is utiliz- 
|ing the alternative format on TPA'’s 
|“Stage 7” in the Eas‘, with Krey 
| Packing Co., and Bell Bakeries is 
|adopting the same tack for the 
| Show in other areas of the country. 
| Ziv, whose shows also are on 
the alternate bandwagon along with 
other syndicators, currently has 
Emerson Drug for Bromo Seltzer 
on “Science Fiction Theatre” in 
| about 24 markets. Riding along with 
Emerson in several of the markets 
is Auto-Lite. Others on the Ziv 
alternate lineup include Phillips 
Pe‘roleum on “I Led 3 Lives” in 
46 midwest markets, Carter Prod- 
ucts on “Mr. District Attorney” in 
about 40 markets, and 
Cigar and Piels Beer alternating 
in a number of markets on 
Called X” and “Mr. District 
torney.” 





At- 


The growth, which parallels the 
development in network tv, stems 
from a number of factors. 
the sponsors’ point of view, a nor- 


{new ABC-TV 
iries started to roll at Red Rock 








| other facet of the Lesser pact gives 
|CNP merchandising rights. 





‘Wire Service’ Rolls 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
stanza of Don Sharpe's 
“Wire Service” se-| 


First 


Canyon locale yesterday (6), With 
Dane Clark starring, Warren Lewis 
producing and Alvin Ganzer di- 
recting. 

Hour-long vidpix bow on Oct. 
4, with R. J. Reynolds Co. bank- 
rolling, 


Cal. Gets ‘Tarzan 
Vidpix & Features 
In Lesser Pact 


California National Productions 
Inc., the newly-named (ex-Kagran) 
telefilm subsidiary, will produce 
the first half-hour vidfilm series 
about “Tarzan.” In making the 
deal for video rights with Holly- 
wood producer Sol Lesser, CNP 
also acquires joint contro] of sev- 
eral features on the Edgar Rice 
Burroughs’ jungleman. 

CNP, helmed by Alan Living- 
ston, will hereafter distribute the 
feature film “Tarzans” to both tv 
and theatres, as Lesser and the 
distrib maintain joint control. An- 











Publi- | 


| cation rights, however, are not part | 


General | 


“Man | 


| Uary 


| tures, 
From | 


mally spot advertiser can gain pro- | 


gram _ identification by spending 
just about half the amount of 
money; a comparatively well-heeled 
advertiser can buy another show 
and attempt to reach another seg- 
ment of the audience, aiming “one 
program for the family and another 


for the kids; and an adveriiser 
needing the quick, hard, fast sell 
of spots can still hang on to a 


program through the alternating 
week device. Flexibility appears to 
be the keynote and more and more 
syndication sponsors are going for 
3 

Also spurring the trend are in- 
creases in time and film costs. 

Those syndicators with a full 
field force find themselves advan 
tageously equipped to ride the cre- 
scending wave, having the man 
power to tie the alternating knot 
in key areas around the country, 


REP’S VIDFILMERY 





Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Possible sale of Republic to a 
| group repped by BevHills banking 
firm of Cantor & Fitzgerald seems 
to be becoming more remote, with 


start by Studio City TV _Produc- 
tions, vidfilm arm of Republic, of a 
hefty * production § schedule last 
week, 

An additional 26 “‘Frontier Doc- 
tor’ stanzas, starring Rex Allen, 
with Edward J. White producing 
and William Witney directing, 


went before the Studio City cam- 
eras. Also, according to Studio City 
prexy Mort Scot, a new series, 
| “True Detective,” based on the 
crime mag, is definitely slated for 
| production shortly and other tv 
| properties are under active con- 
| sideration. 

Additionally, the Studio City tele- 
| blurb operation continues at an es- 


‘imated 50% hike over the 1955 | ican players for lead and support- 
at | ing roles. 
Kaiser Alumi-| to be throwing out feelers 
|num, Procter & Gamble, Kellogg) Alfred Drake or possibly John 


for such clients 
Electric, 


lrate of biz, 
| General 


SETS HEAVY SCHEDULE) t¢ ew independent Moroccan | 


| herazade 


| femme lead. 


of the contract. 

As a result of the 
agreement, the telefilmery is go- | 
ing to offer 39 half-hours for Jan- 
start to national sponsors. 
Gordon Scott, who did the lead | 
role in the last two “Tarzan” fea- 
will star. 

There are 13 features in 
California National shares 
tribution rights with Lesser. A 
dozen are in reissue and the last 
was just completed. Announcement 
said that forthcoming “Tarzan” 
product “will be distributed under 
the same arrangement” those 
already made. 

All told, there have been 31 
“Tarzan” films since the first in 
1918, which starred Elmo Lincoln | 
and Enid Markey. Twenty-three | 
books by Burroughs have 


Lesser | 


which 
dis- 


as 


been | 
published on the hero since 1914. 
Scott the 11th actor to play 
“Tarzan.” Johnny Weissmuller did | 
12 pix over a 15-year span 


is 


3uster | 
Crabbe and other Olympic champs 
and Lex Barker have also played 
in the theatrical skein. 





Moroccan Govt’s Got 
TV Film Production 
Yen Designed for U.S. 


Paris, Aug. 7. 


government is showing interest in 
tv film New studios 
have been Casablanca 


production. 
built 
been 


in 
which have equipped with 
S. equipment. 

Report is that a Moroccan pro- 
duction unit will be ready within 
a few weeks. Jean Paul Blondeau, 
Gallic producer and owner of ‘“Dol- 
lar a Second,” indicated here that 
he the first to reach ree- 
ment with the Morocean group in 
Rabat for a series of tv films to be 
produced exclusively in Morocco. 

First skein will be titled “‘She- 
of the 1,000 and One| 
Nights,” and will be shot with full | 
Moroccan government support. It | 
will be essentially for U. S. con-| 
sumption, with an American cast, | 

Ted Hudes, Blondeau’s U. S. rep, | 
is now here and is returning to} 
N. Y. next week to ink some Amer- 


modern U 


was at 


Blondeau is understood 
for 





| tional 
| Broadcasters TV Code by the 


| headed 
|of McCadden Productions 


}urer noted that from the 


| felt that 


~Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
of 
Radio 


Formal 
Assn. 


Na- 
TV 
16 
member-firms of the Alliance of 
TV Film Producers was recom- 
mended by the Alliance’s commit- 


the 
and 


adoption 
of 


'tee on ethics over the weekend. 
This move climaxes a series of 
confabs between ATFP and 


NARTB over expanding the scope 
of the NARTB code to telepix pro- 
duction. (The code presently ap- 
plies primarily to station exhibi- 
tion). It also drives another nail 
into the proposals by another mul 
ti-organization committee, headed 
by Martin Leeds of Desilu Produc- 
tion, that the telepix industry 
formulate its own code. 

The AFTP ethics committee, 
by Maurice Morton, v.p. 
recom- 
mended that the Alliance _by- 
laws be amended to adopt the 
NARTB code and that members 
display an Alliance seal, to be de- 
signed, on their films as a token 
of adherance. 

Further, the ethics committee 
proposed that a permanent com- 
mittee be set up by the Alliance 
to pass on code violations, and set 
up a tentative scale of punish- 
ments, ranging from removal of the 
proposed seal from the offender's 
telepix, to expulsion from the Al- 
liance for repeated violations. Mor- 
ton stated that the seal will not 
be available to non-Alliance memes 
bers, but that they could adhere to 
the NARTB code individually, or 
join the ATFP. 

In discussing the Alliance com- 
mittee’s recommendation, Morton, 
backed by John Sinn, ATFP treas- 
start of 
its deliberations, the committee 
felt the best solution was the adop- 
tion of the NARTB code. ‘There's 


| nothing wrong with Leeds’ objec- 


Morton observed “but we 
this a more practical 
than drafting our own 
code The NARTB code is well- 
written and well-thought-out It 
already covers the ground. 

“Also, uniformity is the quickest 
way of gaining adherance Since 
the code already governs what 
stations show, it should also gov- 
ern what producers make, to in- 
sure uniformity of codes within 
the industry.” 

Besides Morton, 
the committee 


tives,”’ 
is 
approach 


members of 
include Hal Roach 
(Continued on page 38) 


Hullinger Prod. In 
Major D. C. Expansion; 
Set Pearsen, Politicos 


Washington, Aug. 7 
A substantial expansion of Hul- 
linger Productions, Inec., and a 
change of name to Hullinger-Ca 
selberry Productions, Inc., has just 
been announced by the D. C. firm 
which produces films, mainly for 
television. 
Firm has just been retained to 


produce the 1956-57 series of Drew 
Pearson’s filmed “Washington 
Merry-Go-Round” programs for tv. 


It will also film both the Demo- 
eratic and Republican National 
Conventions for the U. S. Informa- 


tion Agency. The convention films 
will be distributed abroad. for both 
television and theatrical showings. 

Edwin Ware. Hullinger, com- 
pany’s president,. announced that 
Dr. William S. Casselberry be- 
comes board chairman. Cassel- 


berry and partner Lee Mytinger 
market “Nutrilite.” Among other 
changes in the expansion program: 

Col. Edwin M. Kirby, former 
radio-television branch chief of the 
U. S. Army, and former public re- 
lations chief of NARTB, becomes 
director of a new Creative DivVi- 
sion. 

A branch office has been opened 
in Baltimore, with William B. 
Crane, former Baltimore advertis- 
ing and publicity exec, in charge. 

Arthur F, Moore is the new head 
of the animation department. He 
is a script writer and ad man, for- 
merly with Young & Rubicam and 
the Joseph Katz Agency. 
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| Available NOW... 


39 great NEW half-hours 


of the most exciting, modern western police show ever filmed for television! 





2 i oe oe oe coe 


"Sheriff of Cochise 


produced for NTA by Desilu . . . the studio famous for “I Love Lucy,” “Our Miss Brooks,” 





“December Bride” and “Make Room For Daddy.” 





pity,” 
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WRITE-WIRE-PHONE, TODAY! All the details are available to you from 
HAROLD GOLDMAN, V.P. CHARGE OF SALES 


LVATIONAL [enerim L£ISSOCTATES, INC. 


60 W. SStH STREET © NEW YORK 19, N.Y. © PHONE: PLAZA 7-2100 ¢ CABLE: NATTELFI'.M a 





CHICAGO, ILLINOIS HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA MONTREAL, CANADA MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE BOSTON, MASS. MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA ‘Se Ae oo ae 
612 N. Michigan Avenue 8721 Sunset Blvd. 1434 St. Catherine St. 2605 Sterick Building Statler Hotel Office Building 1109 Currie Avenve Pe e * 4 
Phone: Michigan 2-556] Phone: Crestview 1-1193 Phone: University 6-9495 Phone: Jackson 6-1565 Phone: Liberty 2-9633 Phone: Federal 8-7013 ES » %* oF 








Wednesday, August 8, 1956 


VARIETY 7 - 37 








FOR REGIONAL 


2 GREAT NAMES... 


NTA — first in television film distribution 


Dosche. .. first in television program production 


combine to bring you THE FIRST DESILU PROGRAM TO 
BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR FIRST-RUN .. . REGIONAL 
SPONSORSHIP! 


For real sales action... a top-action police show with 
a western twang... with the fighting, gun-slinging 
Sheriff of Cochise re-enacting authentic case histories 
from the files of Cochise County, Arizona...... 
SHOT ON LOCATION AGAINST THE THRILLING 
BACKGROUND OF THE BADLANDS OF THE WEST! 


Sheriff of Cochise combines the thrills of the best 
police show you have ever seen, with the edge-of-the- 
seat excitement of a blazing western. It was created 
with an all-family audience in mind...the best 
audience any sponsor can have! 


























starring 


JOHN BROMFIELD 
as the SHERIFF of COCHISE 
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Bartley on Excessive Com'ls 
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Continued from page 27 
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took us 12 years to reach a deci-;tion ownership in the same town 
sion on ore rule-making proce-| by newspapers, but it is interest- 


dure. 

To the assembled broadcasters 
he spoke specifically about regu- 
lation of programs by FCC, “I feel 
that there is a need to clarify the 
atmosphere somewhat in this 
field,” he declared. “First, I would 
like to banish from your minds the 
so-called ‘bugaboo of censorship.’ 


There is no basis for any such fear | 


on the part of the broadcast in- 
dustry 
any rate. In ruling out censorship 
by the FCC, the Congress wrote 
a guarantee that Governmental 





regulations would not abridge the. 


free flow of ideas.” 

Bartley, who has been a dis- 
senter on many controversial is- 
sues before the FCC favors reg- 
ulation of political time in this 
presidential year and suggested 
that stations block off a certain 
number of hours for political cam- 


paigning—‘“and no more.” He ad-' 


vised a wise management policy 
so stations that plan ahead won’t 
get trapped. 

“The more the concentration of 
station ownership the greater the 
danger of regulaticn,” Bartley 
said. “The networks need more 
Stations but beyond that I don’t 
go along. I am not opposed to sta- 
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manufacture 
of 

textile mill 
products 


l-tv 
weal-tv 
LANCASTER, PENNA. 

NBC and CBS 


Among the television markets 
foremost in the manufacture of 
textile mill products, the Channel 
8 Multi-City Market ranks 
eleventh, based on production 
figuras for America's top 100 
counties (SALES MANAGE. 
MENT “Survey of Buying 
Power'’— May 10, 1956). 





Channel 8 Multi-City Market 












\ \ Har bir 
a) | Harrisburg Reading 
Sy pork Lebanon 
, _¥ Hanover Pottsville 
Gettysburg Hazleton 
Chambersburg Shamokin 


Waynesboro 
Frederick 


Mount Carmel 
Bloomsburg 


Westminster Lewisburg 
Carlisle Lewistown 
Sunbury Lock Haven 
Martinsburg Hagerstown 











316,000 WATTS 


STEINMAN STATION 
CLAIR McCOLLOUGH, Pres. 


Representative 


the MEEKER company, inc. | 


New York 


Los Angeles 
Chicago 


San Francisco 


from the Commission, at | 


ing to note that some papers are 
horrible on slanting the news 


middle road on controversial is- 
sues.” 











Nippon TV 
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mc ee 
000 tv sets. A 14-inch set costs 
about $200 in American dollars, 


a 2l-incher, $350. The video fare 
is about 60° on film. Radio op- 
erates 181% hours a day, with the 
‘time being sold in segments of 
half-hours or less. No advertising 
‘sponsor is permitted to buy more 
than 30 minutes at a time and the 
‘bulk of the programs are divided 
‘into 10-and-20-minute blocks. On 
radio, about three-quarters of the 
|programs are recorded, with one- 
fourth live fare. 

There is no censorship of adver- 
tising copy by official sources, but 
'the broadcasters themselves have 
set up self-imposed restrictions on 
copy claim. Patent medicines are 
‘accepted as sponsors, but if ex- 
/travagant claims are made for a 
'product, that copy is toned down 
lor the product forced off the air. 
'With this self-censoring of copy, 
lthe industry has no fears of gov- 
ernment taboos. 

$1,200 Per Half-Hour 

Time costs on television run 
about $1,200 for premium _half- 
hours, plus cost of the talent or 
program. The Nipponese wrestlers 
are big attractions on tv, baseball 


while their stations take a_ safe. 


Com’! TV in Britain 
Ups Giveaway Coin, 


Lod 


London, Aug. 7. 
Full length feature films on Sun- 
day afternoons and a doubling of 
the prize money on the ‘64,000 
Question” show are the main new 
fe.tures of the autumn schedule 
for Associated TeleVision, weekend 
commercial programmers in Lon- 
don and weekday operators on the 
Midlands outlet. . 
First of the feature films, which 
will be screened on Sept. 16, will 
be “The First of the Few,” star- 
ring the late Leslie Howard and 
David Niven. Other titles are be- 
ing withheld for the time being, 
but details will be released in the 
next few weeks. All the pix will 
be in the oldie class. 





| On the previous day (Sept. 15) 
'ATV will double the potential top 
‘prize of the “64,000 Question” by 
lraising the prize units from six- 
| pence (7 cents) to a shilling (14 
cents). The top would net ap- 
| proximately $9,000, far and away 
ithe biggest giveaway on British 
| tv. 

Among new program series be- 
jing launched in the fall will be 
'“The Adventures of Sir Lancelot” 
and “The Buccaneers,” both Brit- 
ish made and already sold to the 
U.S.; “Annie Oakley,” “The Ad- 
venture, of Aggie,” “Brave Eagle,” 
“The Errol Flynn Show” and a 
science fiction feature’ entitled 
“The Strange World of Planet X.” 
ATV will also be running “Do You 
Trust Your Wife?” with a prize of 
£2 a week ($5.60) for life. 

Among the top features being 
retained by ATV will be “Sunday 
Night at the London Palladium,” 


Accents Pix Features 


“The Adventures of Robin Hood,” 
“IT Love Lucy” and the Douglas 
Fairbanks series. 


a 


and other sports also rating high. 
Dancing and drama follow in 
popularity. 








Inside Stuf—Radio-TV 


Jack Benny and his crew traveled over 5,000 miles to get a shot of 
Rome’s famed Fountain of Trevi for one of his forthcoming tv shows 
and almost had to return to fake it in the studio. Just as the crew 
under Parke Levy and Hilliard Marks was about to shoot a cordon of 
police appeared to kill the operation. Reason: their permit was a 
general one good for shooting anywhere in Italy, but not a local one 
which is required here. Quick use of the telephone by Count Sigmund 
Fago Goltfarelli of ENIT, press chief of the national tourist office, and 
American Vice-Consul Robert Gibbons saved the situation. Footage 
will take less than two minutes in tv programs but was important to 
the gag. 





Three publishers thought enough of Ford Foundation’s “Omnibus’ 
series of last season to put parts of the video show in print. Decisions 
all seem to have come in a rush, but the key strategem, by book pub- 
lisher Houghton-Mifflin Co., will be to convert the text of three Joseph 


schools and civic groups and a trade edition. 

Publisher is keeping verbatim scripts, which can be dramatized. 
prepared by Pulitzer Prize historian Richard Hofstadter and the “Om- 
nibus”’ staff. 

This month, Atlantic Monthly is giving the cover and lead feature 
to another “Omnibus” highlight, an interview last winter with scribe 
James Thurber. Vogue, also in August, has a feature on “Omni” data. 
It will be a reprint of the ballet script used by Agnes DeMille. Both 
mags, a Ford Foundation spokesman said, will use exact wordage of 
the tv shows. 





Don McNeil is continuing with his practice of giving the mike boys 


| from the outlying stations a crack at the big time whenever he takes 


a few days off as host of ABC’s “Breakfast Club.” For example, this 
week McNeill is off to New York to sub on CBS-TV’s “I’ve Got a 
Secret” tonight (Wed.) He’s staying over the balance of the week and 
has lined up three “new voices” to helm the “Club” during his 
absence. 

Ray Briem from KLUB, Salt Lake City took over today (Wed.); 
Gordon Sinclair, CFCF, Montreal, has the assignment tomorrow 





(Thurs.) and Ted (Sleepyhead) Johnson, WTAC, Fint, works the Friday 


| show. 


| morrow 
i} and Courtroom 





WNYC, N.Y.C. owned-operated radio station, is airing a panel to- 
(Thurs.) night entitled “Should We Televise Governmental 
Proceedings?” Show is part of the “Northwestern U. 


Title of the editions will be “The Constitution.’ Original ty series was | 





N. Welch programs on The Constitution into two books, a. text for | 
| ’ 4 
Dr. Keys says he’s aware that many 





Reviewing Stand” series, from 8:30 to 9 p.m. Engaged in the discus- | 
sion will be Jacob Sher, general counsel to the House of Representa- | 


tives Subcommittee on Government Information: 
WDSU, New Orleans, and chairman of the Freedom of Information 
Committee of the NARTB, and Wayland B. Cedarquist, midwestern 
lawyer and former member of the board of managers of the Chicago 
Bar. 


tobert Swezey, of 





The first station rep to specialize in country & western stations has 
been formed by Charles (Chuck) Bernard, former ABC Radio account 
exec and sales chief of WABC-AM, N.Y. New outfit has lined up 
dy ee in the Arlington (Va.)-Washington area, and WCMS, Norfolk, 
in radio. 

The c&w radio angle will not take all of the Charles Bernard & 
Co’s time, however. Bernard also has contracted with KVVG, Tulare- 
Fresno, in the tv field. Before joining WABC, Bernard was a salesman 
for WABD, the Dumont tv’er in N.Y, 


Writers’ rep Blanche Gaines left for California last week on a three 
weeks’ junket combining business with a vacation. After visiting 
friends in San Francisco and Carmel, Mrs. Gaines will spend a week 
to 10 days in Hollywood conferring with scripters she represents. 

One of the top writers in her stable, Jerome Ross, is doing the 
screenplay (for Universal) of his teeveed “Doll Face.” Another of her 
j Selewetters, John Gay, is heading for the Coast to turn in scenarios 
for Hecht-Lancaster Productions. 


|video fans’ temptation and ten- 
dency are to consume beer and 
other beverages and to munch 











Live Without Car 
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a deodorant commercial. In place 
|of Ford on “Producers’ Showcase,” 
NBC brought in John Hancock In- 


‘surance and a Buick one-shot to. 


make up most of the coin deficit. 

‘In shifting Chevy’s Bob Hope- 
Dinah Shore hour showcases to 
Sunday, it paved the way for Ches- 
terfield’s moving into the Tuesday 
night sked with “Noah’s Ark.” 

Dodge pullout from Danny 
Thomas’ “Make Room For Daddy” 
|}and “Break The Bank” dealt a se- 
rious blow to ABC, but “Daddy” 
will be back in business, sans auto 
coin but very much sponsored, 
while “Bank,” incidentally, shifts 
over to NBC under Benrus-Lanolin 
'Plus auspices to fill the Tuesday 
/night 10:30 gap occasioned by the 
‘switch of “People Are Funny” to 
Saturday 7:30. 

It's true that Sunday afternoon 
poses a sponsor problem for the 
networks, and it’s in this area of 
programming that—at least the 
webs hope—the still uncommitted 
Detroit coin will come to the res- 
cue. CBS won't be mad if Ford 
came through with its talked-of 
coin to get the new “Seven Lively 
Arts” off the ground, while NBC is 
still relying on General Motors to 
rally once more around “Wide 
Wide World.” 











Continued from page 23 








of about $1,125,000 on the latest 
purchase alone. 

Right after the Colgate wrapup 
on additional coin, CBS Radio got 
up a full head of pre-6 p.m. steam 


by pacting Slendereila beauty 
salons to a buy in excess of 
$1,000,000 _—s gross. Company is 


RADIO-TV SHORTAGE 
OF ENGINEERS ACUTE 


Washington, Aug. 7, 

Shortage of engineers is hitting 
| the FCC as well as the electronics 
|industry. Agency issued an ur. 
gent call last week for experi. 
,enced radio-tv engineers to filj 
| vacancies in its Broadcast Bureay 
| at salaries ranging from $4,480 to 
| $7,055. 
: 66 : 

Need is “acute,” Commission 
|said, for engineers with extensive 
| radio experience. Agency will con. 
sider applicants without basic ep. 
gineering college education if they 





” 


have considerable professional 
training. 
Successful applicants will be 


hired on a permanent basis. with 
all benefits of Civil Service inci. 
cent to a government career. Ip. 
quiries should be addressed to Per- 
sonnel Director, FCC, Washington, 
pk. 


NBO’s D.C. Plant 


Continued from page 27 
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ee a 
ming to supplement the network 
schedule. 
| Sarnoff's remarks were echoed by 
|Carleton D. Smith, NBC veepee 
and general manager of WRC and 
WRC-TV, who pointed to the devel. 
opment as having particular sig- 
nificance to “official Washington.” 
The color tv era, he noted, will 
now include members of the cab- 
inet, Congress and other personali- 
ties of national importance. 
When the facilities are com- 
pleted in the fall of 1957, Smith 
added, the majority of WRC-IV 
local live shows will be telecast 
in color. The schedule will be ex- 
panded as advertiser and consumer 
interest in the Washington mar- 
ket, the ninth largest in the nation, 





taking 10-minutes every Saturday, 
plus three-five minute segments | 
and a 15-minute weekly show. 
Saturday stanza will be called 
“Slenderella Show” and will be 
heard from 10:50 to 11 ayem, with 
Galen Drake and Eloise English 
fronting a discussion format. Five- 
minute purchases are on ‘‘Wendy 
Warren and the News,” three 
times a week. Quarter-hour buy | 
has not been detailed. Beauty 
bankroller will continue sponsor- | 


ing a segment a week of both | #2¢r 
“Mitch Miller Show” and “Bing |< 


Crosby Show.” 








Nation of Fatsies 


Continued from page 1 








cheese and crackers and other food 
and candy while sitting before their 
small home screens. 

Also, many of these people are 
inclined to cut down on their ex- 
ercise, he points out. Moreover, 
the suggestive video commercials 
often provoke people into food and 
beverage indulgencies at the watch- 
ing time. 

“This contributes to overweight 
and aggravates the weight pro- 
blem,” says Dr. Keyes. “And in 
this way tv may be doing a dis- 
service to the national and indi- 
vidual. There are people who are 
watching tv at exercise’s expense 
and their eating after and between 
meals makes for excessive pound- 
age, too.”’ 














Continued from page 35 





develops. 
The new WRC plant will have 


three tv studios, the largest of 
| hich will be 60 x 100 feet. It will 
}also contain three radio studios, 


An antenna nearly 500 feet high 
will rise from the site. 





Burlington, Vt. — Alfred  F. 
Spokes has resigned as manager 


|of radio station WJOY in this city 


to become v.p. and general mane 
of WEAV in Plattsburg, 











SHOWPLACE ESTATE 


Gracious 


stone Colonial, commanding 
breathtaking panoramic view of country: 
side for 30 miles, 
6 rolling acres, 


picturesque 
extensively 
impeccably maintained. 
Unusually outstanding fieldstone, spa- 
cious 8 room (4 bedrooms, 312 baths), 
random width flooring, slate roof, cop: 


setting, 
landscaped, 


| per plumbing, wrought iron hardware, 
1 18 in. stone walls, box seat windows, 
Dutch doors, oil heat, flagstone patio 


breezreway, many extras. 

Colonial stone and siding 4 
garage, storage rooms, 4 rooms 
bath furnished apartment 2nd floor . 
Ideal for caretaker or family use. 

Luxurious 20 x 40 steel swimming poo 
all-weather regulation tennis court, pri 
Poultry and sheep 


car 


and 


vate macadam drive. 
farm buildings. 
Located 1/2 miles from Easton, Pa. neat 
Bucks County. 54 miles to Philadelphia 
75 miles to New York City. 
For leisurely family living . . ~ the 
utmost in charm and construction. 


h half 
: Offered at $65,000. Less than ha 
Jr., prexy of Hal Roach Studios; original investment. Immediate posses 
Armand Schaeffer, V.D. of Flying A sion. Write C. 8. Realty Co., inc., East 
Productions Maurice Ungar, V.P.| pg or Phone 3-4268 for illustrated 
of Ziv TV; Jack Findlater, v.p. of | brochure. 


MCA, repping Revue Productions; 
Sam Saks of the William Morris 
Agency repping Danny Thomas’ 
Marterto Producions; and Richard 
St. John, of law firm of O’Melveny 
& Myers, and Alliance counsel. 

Among 16 member-firms of the 
Alliance are McCadden, Hal Roach, 
Ziv-TV, Flying A, Revue, Marterto, 
Robert Maxwell Associates, Wil- 
liam Broidy Productions, Guild 
Films, Jack Chertok TV, Bing 
Crosby Enterprises (which has 
withdrawn from active’ telepix 
making), Gross-Krasne Productions 
and Filmaster Productions. Four 
Star Films is planning to join 
the Alliance shortly, Morton re- 
vealed, 

















TEXACO STAR THEATRE 
SATURDAY NIGHT—N.B.C. 


Mot.: William Morris Agency = | 


—— 
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anced,” Doerfer asserted the de- 
eision “will permit others to dis- 
pense entirely with any sustaining 
programs, the method commonly 
ysed to provide without cost local 
for non-profit organiza- 





services 

tions.” 
Since the Commission failed to | 

order a hearing in the WQAM case, 


} 
| 
| 


Doesn’t Matter If It’s 
Live Or on Film: Pulse: 


Pulse Inc. claims that live vs. film 
“is of little importance” in deter- | 
mining what viewers watch, even 
though audience preference lies 
with live programming on televi- 
sion. The research house complet- 
ed a special survey among 500 men 
and 500 women in N. Y. Features 
were not included in the study. 

Survey finds that 51% of the 
homescreeners prefer watching a 
program that is live. Only 1% | 








film; 29% .said Groucho Marx was 
live, and 25% believed Phil Silvers 
was live. Nonetheless, only 3% in- 
correctly classified ‘“What’s My 








‘Finder’s 


Line” and 7 “Person to Person” as | 


film programs. 








Steamhoat Springs 


| —_ms Continued from page 22 ———— 


| Webber to desist and discontinue 


boosting the signal. He declared 
“this is not the first arbitrary 
action” by the FCC. 


Johnson is a Democrat. At- 


he said, “I am in no position to | fayor film, with the remaining 42% | tormey General Duke Dunbar, a 


state that this applicant is not with- | 
in his rights to program as he | 
pleases. Without benefit of argu- | 
ment as to the powers of the Com- 
mission to reconcile conflicting 
Jegal viewpoints. I cannot say that 
this Commission is evading any re- 
sponsibility. But that time has 
come, if it has not long since 
passed, to make a final determina- 
tion.” 





Referring to programs by Mid-| were on film or live. 
Continent which the Commission | 


charged had the effect of “pur- 
chasing” the audience, Comr. Doer- 


cern to this Commission what pro- 
motional stunts a broadcaster em- 
ploys to attain a large viewing 
(sic) audience. The throwing of 
dollar bills from an office building 
into a busy intersection is solely 
a problem for the local traffic 
court. Treasure hunts in public li- 
praries are the problems of the 
local library board. Whether the 
odds of finding any treasure are 
so great as to amount to a lottery 
is wholly within the province of 
local authorities. 

“But the use of radio broadcast- 
ing to promote these stunts, taken 
in connection with the intent not 
to broadcast any educational, relig- 
jous, talk or discussion programs 
(WTIX New Orleans) raises a seri- 
ous question as to whether or not 
this pattern of conduct may not 
be an inducement to other broad- 
casters to adopt similar methods’ 
to the end that all broadcasting 
frequencies are no longer to be 
regarded as a ‘pubiic trust’ in the 
hands of licensees but solely a 
mercantile business operated for 
maximum profits.” 


This is the “crux” of the prob- 
lem raised in the WQAM ease, 
Doerfer asserted. The Commission, 
he concluded, ‘“‘should have taken 
this opportunity to determine first 
the extent of its powers to require 
a broadcast license to be used as 
a public trust, and, if so, then to 
determine whether or not this 
broadcaster and others may convert 
the ‘public trust concept’ into a 
pure business enterprise.” 

Sale of WQAM or WIOD was re- 
quired by the FCC when it granted 
Biscayne Television Corp. the au- 
thorization for the Channel 7 tv 
Station in Miami. The Knight and 


Cox newspaper interests (Miami 
Daily News), which own WIOD, 
together with former NBC board 


chairman Niles Trammell, own Bis- 
cayne, 








Pat Weaver 


—_—_ Continued from page 23 — 


What’s coming every night, a carry- 
over of the radio concept. It’s bet- 
ler to keep the viewer guessing on 
What he’ll see rather than have a 
Cut-and-dried pattern of sameness. 
It’s a bad idea when when every- 
one knows what’s coming.” 

Despite the heavy losses of last 
Season, “Matinee Theatre,” the day- 
“me color hour strip will be eon- 
tinued next season and so will 
Steve Allen stay in Sunday night 
‘Ontention against Sullivan, said 
Weaver. “Wide Wide World,” a 
Weaver creation, wili be gradually 
€xpanded, he said, and at least one 
fom Europe via kine has been 
heduled for next season. 


Cmca 


| Strike Threat 


———_ Continued from page 1 
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Conditioning and maintenance staf- 
*rs with similar union groups in 
Chi and L.A. Key maintenance 
Men in NBC’s Chi plant receive as 
hhuch as $412.50 a month,» while 


NBC’s airconditioning men can 
chieve as much as $522.50 a 
month. 


_ Since the squabbling concern 
th members of NABET, it is 
ought that strike action will be- 
= there. A NBC negotiator de- 
_ Knowledge of a strike notifica- 


having no preference. 

Only 17%, reports Pulse, felt | 
that the fact of a tv show being 
live or film played any part in de- | 
termining whether they watched it. | 
Pulse feels that there is 


erable confusion” among viewers 


“consid- | 


| Republican, was not consulted, and | tenance, the N. Y. 
| 


refused to make any comment on 


| the action of the governor. 


Donald E. Kelley, U. S. attorney 
here, said the matter would un- 
doubtedly be studied in Washing- 
ton by the department of justice 


about what shows are done live | as Well as by the FCC. And if any 


and which are on film. 


A check | 


action is taken it would be in the 


of Pulse’s top 10 half-hours showed | U. S. courts. 


that 49% didn’t know whether 
many of them that they'd seen 

“Red Skel- | 
ton Show” was one instance. 


Among other shows, 42% of the | 
| watchers thought “Mama” was on | mittee. 
fer declared: “It may be of no con- | 





Dallas—Alex Keese, director of 


WFAA and WFAA-TV has been 
appointed to the NBC Radio Af- 
filiates 


Program Advisory Com- 








| money had been found in order to 


ews up the tangle. 


Early clues by Cullen last week | 


| had a gaggle of WRCA listeners out 
lin the wee hours of the morning 
with flashlights. 


| at 42d St. in a wild goose chase 


electric service 
for street lights, issued a complaint 


|to the station that people were tak- | 


|ing lights apart seeking’ the 
voucher. 
The audience promotion con- 


test, which began clues on the third 
$1,000 hideaway last Friday, soon 
after had a throng gathered at the 
Central Park Zoo. Partial clue 
was “Grass abounds where I am 
around.” But early searchers were 
off in their calculations; two 
Southern belles living in Green- 
wich Village, found the third bill 
in the mouth of a fish statue at 





Continued from page 27 


| week too. 


4 /other N. Y. ilies was qui - 
The crowd sur-| ther N. Y. daili is quite ex 


|rounded the N. Y. Public Library | the 


| tion.” 
|At another time, Broadway Main- | _ a 
| | four feeks, according to initial plan- 
|ning, but may run longer. 





Keepers’ 








Manhattan's Battery. 

The N. Y. Times carried three 
stories as of Friday on the contest 
On various winners, etc. Tribune 
headlined affaire d’ giveaway last 
And spot coverage in 
tensive, reminiscent of 
$64,000 Ques- 


somewha‘* 
early days of 
“Finders Keepers” will run for 
Promo- 
tion covered rating which 
ends today (Wed.). 


? 0, ° 
Motorela’s 9% Hike 
Chicago, Aug. 7. 
Motorola’s first half sales were 
up 9° over the same ‘55 period 
and earnings were up 4°. Sales 
totaled $101,801,234 and net was 
$3,066,207, equal to $1.58 a share. 
Six month sales last year were 
$93,293,119 and earnings were $2,- 
945,001, equal to $1.52 a share. 


week, 





























It’s the original 32-year old WLS NATIONAL BARN 
DANCE... the network show that’s ranked first on radio 
for years. Now available as a TV show to make 

your products rank first. _ 


With a cast of almost 50 stars, over 3,000,000 people 
paid to see NATIONAL BARN DANCE shows at 
Chicago’s Eighth Street Theatre. 


Stars play to over 2,000,000 people on personal 
appearance fours in one year alone. 


Series of 26 half-hour pictures available for national, 
regional or single market sale. 

















Now available as a 


TELEVISION film series! 















Write, wire or phone for further information. 


CAST OF ALMOST 
50 INCLUDING— 


Homer & Jethro 
Lula Belle & Scotty 
. Bob Atcher - . 
Captain Stubby & 
the Buccaneers 
Grace Wilson +. 
The Wilson Sisters 
Cousin Tilford 
Red Blanchard « 
Dolph Hewitt 
Arkie the Woodchopper «- 
Jimmy James & Otto 


and many, mony other 








favorite stars! 


FRED A.NILES Productions, Inc. 


The pace-setting film company, serving the nation’s leading 
advertisers in TV commercials, films for theatre & industry. 


22 WEST HUBBARD STREET ~°* 
In Hollywood: 1040 N. Las Palmas 


CHICAGO 10, SUperior 7-0760 
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neit’s evening show and replaces Bill Smith on the news program be- 
tween midnight and 6 a.m. ... Ralph Collier, WCAU radio person-— 
ality, bas received a citation from the Chamber of Commerce... . 
Ed McMahon is filling in for vacationing Jack Whitaker on daily 
“Sports Final” (WCAU-TV) ... Alvin B. Pollock, veteran of 10 years 
service with RCA, has been named manager of the Bloomington, Ind. 
plant of RCA Victor's television division. He succeeds George L. Lein- 
enweber, who is upped to general manager of the television division 
of RCA Victor Co., Ltd., with headquarters in Montreal. 


IN CLEVELAND... 


Hal Gallagher, onetime WTAM sales manager, named district man- 
ager af Grocers’ Spotlight ... WEW’s Lynn Sheldon will be “Clown 
for a Day” on Cleveland Press Show Train to Pittsburgh’s Cinerama 

. WDOK adding 48 hours weekly to its hi-fi FM programming .. . 
WERE’'s Bob West publishing monthly newsletter on jazz... KYW 
announcer Gordon Ward guest in the pulpit at St. Paul Evangelical 
and Reform Church ... Joe Mulvihill takes on KYW-TV’s 1 a.m. news, 
while Tom Field is in Alaska, along with his all-night radio chores... | 
Bill Randle gives 13-member, all-girl instrumental group under Ben 
Silverberg its tv debut on his WEWS Sunday night stint ... WJW’s | 
news disker is Jack Fuller . . . Hiatus-bound are KYW program man- | 
agers Mark Olds, Gordon Stover and Cleveland Press radio-tv writer 
Nancy Gallagher .. . Joan Donald ankled Stouffer publicity for WERE | 
flackery succeeding Maggie Martin who moved over to Mare Wyse 
Agency. 


IN DETROIT... 


Dick Osgood, Detroit's only theatre and show world critic on radio, | 


returns to tv as host of WXYZ-TV’s new feature film series “Studio 
A” once weekly in the 11:15 p.m. slot . 
special preview program in connection 


with the national political 


conventions called “Convention Bound” and hosted by James Clark, | 


WWJ-TV news editor. Special guests will be four members of the 
Detroit News staff who will cover conventions, Martin S, Hayden, 


| Side Shows 


{ 
RA D i O aaa Continued from page 23 Qa 
flank and the scaffold in the ecen- 


ter of the hall. 
But it’s readily apparent the 
CBS, NBC and ABC news master- 
minders are going allout to im- 
no matter 
what 
people may 
be doing! 




















part that “different look” to their 
respective convention packages. 
They've already fanfared their 
portable minature cameras which 
will be toted among the delegates 
in the hunt tor special pickups that 
will add spice, color and added in- 
dividuality to their political spec- 
trums. 

The schemes aren’t confined to 
| the Buck Rogers minicam gadgetry 
| Which may or may not stand up in 
a jostling scramble on the crowded 
floor. With considerably less bally- 
hoo, the networks are installing 
“private” cameras in the radio-tv 
commentators’ crows nest over- 


‘IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


-as assistant to promotion boss Bill Ryan. . 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


‘Chuck Dulane... 


. . WWJ-TV has scheduled a | 


eet 
EN cmemem ae rarmemn 


Borge Buffo 


aaa Continued from page 2 —a 











Russell Harris, Wili Muller and Arthur Poinier .. . WJBK-TV | 
scheduled a five-week Sunday series “Guest of Honor” for discussion 

of the operations and problems of the United Nations . . ere 
Room Day,” named in honor of WWJ-TV’s “Romper Room” show and 

“Miss Ardis,” will be held at Edgewater Park amusementland, | 
/many of the lines related to that 
| period, 


. i f GOP convention two and a half weeks hence is be- | The tele critics seemed even 
ime Gs felt in Frisco radio-tv industry, with all thoughts, all pores kindly disposed to Borge 
work now centered around the four days starting Aug. 20. Cow Pal- | Wnen It was pointed out that he 
ace reconstruction is nearing completion and advance guards from | Sot £ 1,000 ($2,800) for this se 
the east are now scouting the huge arena. Most local shows are —_, received $100,000 for 4 
acquiring a political tinge and the political joke is much in evi- ac Saree on CBS-TV a couple 
dence . . . Big changes at KGO, with Virginia Johnson moving into | montas ago. 
continuity and Sarita Carballal promoted into Charlotte Amor’s job; 
latter switches to job of program coordinator. Kay Gilson departs 
and in her place enters Vince Jeffrey, ex-KRE, Berkeley . . , KRON 
Art Director Bill Wagner has devised a quick-color system for tv | Victor Borge’s current visit to hig 
slides and the NBC affiliate is offering service to advertisers free ... homeland has been a prolonged 
Pete Abenheim (Captain Fortune) celebrated his fifth anni on Frisco | ovation marred by a single incident 
tv last weekend .. . Jean Throckmorton, late of Westinghouse’s Man- | of considerable embarrassment but 
hattan flackery, Ketchum, MacLeod & Grove, to Westinghause’s KPIX with a happy ending. 

‘ Vacationing in Frisco was Borge showed up for a gratis 

Chnicago’s Dorsey Connors, a regional “Home” editor, ‘concert in the new Koncertsal 

| within the downtown Tivoli Gay. 

| dens. | “— was the fulfiliment of q 
: -, | promise the entertainer ‘ 

William Lundigan, emcee of “Climax,” a visitor this week... Sub- +e Danish doctor friend. "iis per 
urban radio station WGAY currently conducting a “Be Attractive for | ence was some 2.000 children’s Po 
Your Own Husband” contest under direction of program manager |tors attending a convention 0c: 

Suburban radio station WPGC d.j. Bob Rickman | Copenhagen. The Sartiemann 
running ap offbeat promotion stunt—a Society for Prévention of | started very late following an ms 
Cruelty to Elvis Presley, with over-2,500 Presley fans jumping on the /uberant banquet. Xs 
bandwagon initial day of stunt .. . Joseph A. Gawler, ex of WTOP- | Delegates from countries not un 
TV, and WWDC, is new staff assistant to Television Code Review derstanding either (a) the “hows 
Board of NARTB . . . Robert Hurleigh, Mutual topper in D.C., hosting | }ish language or (b) Borge’s Mv, 
'a cocktail party this week to unfold plans for the recently acquired lof piano comicking interrupted 
WGMS .. . WRC-NBC sportscaster Jim Simpson assigned to cover with whistling, catcalls ae fen. 
upcoming Olympic Games in Australia for the web. |eral hubbub and _ Borge finally 

walked off. The disturbers—about 


IN MINNEAPOLIS «so @ 20—were then given the Danish 
| i | equivalent of an American 

Complaints from dialers were received after KSTP-TV dropped | heave-ho. 
“Conversations” so the station is trying to find another spet for the | A considerable embarrassed hia. 
| program. . . Charles McCuen is editing the film footage of his |tus ensued but Borge finally af 
|/WCCO-TV “News at Noon” alcoholism series (reviewed in VARIETY) | turned, having changed from tails 
| for a half-hour movie to be called “A Search for Serenity.” Through |to street attire. He was so warmly 
‘the St. Paul Hazleton Foundation, film wil!~be made available for use | greeted that the fiasco was trans 
'by Alcoholics Anonymous groups, prisons and state hospitals and civic | formed into a warm-hearted trie 
organizations throughout the U.S. ... During the series McCuen had | umph lasting un‘il after midnight, 
' tor his subject a young woman alcoholic who agreed to have her story Borge thereafter played three 
/put on the air and to appear before the camera. . Jim Ramsburg, | performances in the same hall for 
‘formerly of WMMR, U. of Minnesota dormitory station, and Johnny | the Copenhagen general public but 
Michels, erstwhile of AFRS, Guam, and Wichita and Hutchinson, Kas., | this time used the Danish language, 
stations, joined WDGY disk jockey staff. ... Harry Reasoner, who! If time permits he will return to 
| recently resigned as KE YD-TV news analyst to join CBS in New York, | play some of the small cities of 
|won a honorable mention in the Robert E. Sherwood competition for | Denmark, following commitments 
his VarIETY reviewed “Invisible Fence” show concerning race rela-|to entertain U. S. troops in Ger- 
tions here. ... Leigh Kamman, who has been originating disk jockey |many. He was unable to accept an 
shows from New York's Palm Cafe for WOV, has rejoined WLOL here | offer from the Danish television tg 
as a platter spinner. give a show for its 25,000 sets. 





A Real Drunken Success 
Copenhagen, Aug. 7. 





IN PITTSBURGH .. . | 


Pat Moreell, formerly of the DuMont tv station here, has gone to 
work in New York for the E. Ruth Pepper public relations firm . 
WHOD in Homestead becomes WAMO and will specialize in country 
musie with Slim Bryant, Loppy Bryant, Abbie Neal and Carl Stuart, 
coming from New England, as disk jocks . . . Joseph Laconi, ex-But- 





Fort Werth—There were 585,000 
tv sets in the Fort Worth-Dallas 
area as of Aug. 1, according to 
WBAP-TV Director Harold Hough, 
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] 
hanging the speaker’s rostum. Both | jer announcer, upped to assistant program director at WICU in Erie. 


WHTN-TV, 








4 sd 
Politz finds... 
... that RADIO is the ONLY 
medium which commands 
people’s attention while 
they are DOING SOMETHING 
ELSE. Radio is a constant, 
friendly companion in peo- 
ple’s lives, present almost 
wherever they go or what- 


ever else they do, all around 
the clock. 





In Southern New England— 
where the average per capi- 
ta income is 13% above 
U.S. average—67.2% of the 


NBC-TV and ABC-TV will have two pes a onetime musician, having played and arranged for Larry Clin- 
lensers in their booths, and CBS- ton . Julian Bernard has left his father, 
TV will have one. manager for Television Programs of America, to join the WCAE sales 
Decision to rig the cameras in| gag _ 
the back-of-the-hall location un- | oj¢ in “Sabrina Fair” at Little Lake arena strawhat. . 
doubtedly dates back to the Repub- | taxeg over as program director of KQV when Jeanne Mueller leaves 
lican convention four years ago | in couple of weeks to marry Jack Buzza... Barry Kaye, WJAS platter- 
when ABC-TV bootlegged its own spinner, and his wife expecting again . . . Mival Harvey, traffic chief 
floor shots from a camera quietly of wCAE, and her husband celebrated their 14th wedding anni. 
installed in the gabbers’ cubicle. 3 + 
At the time there were beefs aimed { 
ABC’s way, charging “violation” | the new contract is not known and | 
of the pool agreement. This year,! it may be several more weeks be-| 
all three are prepped for ad lib divulges how 
coverage trom up in the rafters.’ many stations have accepted it, | < or wos 
In ’52, Guy Gabrielson, then Re- | either in part of wholly. None the- | apolis and other cities, wherever 
publican national chairman, sought | less, Mutual execs have disclosed| they can be found, But if things 
to blow a traffic whistle on AM’s | their feelings about the new con-| move as expected at the Demo 
walkie talkies” and tv’s “walkie tract. While they don’t seem parti- |conclave, CBS-TV will start shift- 








Engineering Tab 


Continued from page 25 








fore the network 


lookies,” claiming they were add- | cularly worried, they paradoxically |; 1 d t 
ing to the congestion in the con- admit the contract is a “do or die” | 128 personnel and equipmen 0 
vention aisles. For the-upcoming | proposition. Mutual has over 540|S.F. by Thursday. “We already 


ger J. Leonard Reinsch has Said, 
in effect,-“‘Hop to it boys. Just be 
sure you’re accredited and ground- 
ed properly.” 

So look for video's “cooperation” 
to end at the edge of the pool with 
lots of elbow pushing and “you 
saw it here first’ claims emerging 
from the heat of the battle to score 


say they don’t care if contract de-| then” Thompson noted. 
mands drive the smaller stations | 
out of the fold, because all they} “Sight el 
want are about the first 100 big-| ee ae if a gol 

time affiliates for national adver-|¢ we ony y vi 
tisers a the French a 
esi : | Electronics Corp., as well as a ver- 
But the greatest resistance to | sion developed by Lockheed Air- 
network radio seems to be center- | craft in Burbank, to help in con- 
ing at present in ~ afte are | Vere coverage. According to 
kets, where these. 7 Ls are | present pool ground rules, these 
Some resist because they) ynits cannot be used on the con- 


“creepy-peepies” 








those scoops. 

located. 
figure they can make a better buck | vention floor, and CBS-TV intends 
through national spot and local|to abide by the rules so long as 


Tom O'Neil 
sale, without network obligations.|¢he other nets do s: 








total adult population listens 
to radio on the average day. 
Almost 4 TIMES as many 
people listen to WTIC as to 
any other station serving 
the area, 
* Alfred Politz Research, Inc. 

For complete information on this 


rich Southern New England 
Market... 


call CHRISTAL 


or write directly to 


ecoeeeeeeeoeeeeoeooueeseeee G88 60008HCCHEHHHC8OE8EEEEEEES 





HARTFORD 
CONNECTICUT 


ay 
Vas 18° 


ae Continued from page 23 Soe Others may simply object to Mu-| “ereepy-peepies” w e used for 
| flated as much as 50%, at times, tual’s new contract formula. That,! pote] and airvort inte views with 
}over net revenue, some people are conjecturing, is | CBS-TV fielding three such ‘units, 
Wants $ Payments Waived possibly why WHK decided t0| plus one as a roving “crash” unit. 

At present, Mutual’s station re- | switch to NBC in Cleveland. 
lations men are working hard get- 





: Since getting the smaller mar- | 
ling stations to sign the web’s ket radio affils to “buy” the new Ask FCC Approval Of 
newest affiliation contract, a big pact without hitches is not of vital 
switcheroo from what affiliates | importance, the success in the ma- 


have become accustomed to. Chiet 'jor markets is expected to deter- 
contract changes include a reduc- | mine how long Mutual wili stay in 
tion in total network option hours | piz It has been pointed out that 
from 60 to 35 hours a week, per- | if MBS has to make too many com- 
haps the one point the stations may | promises in key areas, it will has- 
accept wholeheartedly. But the! ten O’Neil’s decision. 

other major change is what Mutua! | 
is banking on for its existence, and 


it may prove less palatable: Sta- | : , 

Tl cg PP aaa | Dallas—Patrick J. Fay, formerly 

Sy maperaiae at Gan ae es Ce the DuMont Television aad 
ay | work, has joined Wyatt & Beardem 

— nosy § Monday through | Advertising Agency as director of 
ay, one our 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Approval of FCC has been asked 
for the sale of radio station KF XM, 
San Bernardino-Riverside, Calif., 
for $244,000 to a group comprising 
L. Benton Paschall, Howard Tullis 
and John Hearne. Trio operate 
KAFY, Bakersfield radio trans- 
mitter. 

Sellers rep the estate of. Gene 
and J. Clifford Lee. KFXM, a Don 








\ Saturday and radio and television and film ac- 
two hours Sunday, | tivities. He was a staff director 
The extent of success in inking‘ of DuMont for 10 years. 


Lee affiliate is a 1,000-watter and 
his been on the air since 1929, 





Leon Bernard, district | 


Demo conclave, convention mana- | stations on its lineup, but the execs | have 20 seats booked on airlines | 


New one-man mobile tv remote | 


KFXM’s $244,000 Sale 


. Don Brockett, promotion director here for TV Guide, had a | 
. Alicia Fuller 


| 


| 


Instead, the | 





CHANNEL 13 
IT’S A SELLER'S MARKET, 
but we can give you 


the BIGGEST BUY yet! 


TIME: Now, while we're still new... 
with rates set to offer low cost per im 
pression . , . choice availabilities are 
still open, ’ 


PLACE: Huntington — Ashland — Charles 
ton and Portsmouth Markets. The rich, 
prosperous, tri-state area of more than 
1,250,000 population conservatively meas 
ured from mail responses. 


SCENE: WHTN-TV with the largest trans: 
mitting antenna in the world . . . 316,000 
watts of power for maximum effective 
coverage . .. @ built-in audience of more 
than 200,000 sets . . . popular basic ASC 
network programs, outstanding local live 
shows and top-notch films. 


ACTION: Get on our “bandwagon” and 
g-1-0-w with us! After only one month of 
maximum power, Channel 13 showed 
36.8% audience increase over the first 
audience report. 

CALL US: Huntington, West Virginia, 
jackson 5-7661, or our representatives: 
r \ Edward Petry & Co., Inc. 
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OW EVERY CHANNEL 
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UP, COSTUMES 


3 Wart ist St., N.Y.C.+Tol. PL. 7-5800 























59 West 44th Street 
New York © MU 7-4400 


Preferred by people of the Theatre. 
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|quipping are mildiy amusing, al- ' 
™ ‘ though rarely original. ee 
Blocks have a rather slow tempo, Chatte 
a 10 eviews probably deiiberate. Selections | e eVISiIOn r 
from “The Student Prince” ‘bulked 
jlarge on one origination heard; | 
| from “Naughty Marietta,” on an~ | - : ' a a 
2 "CY ‘ai ‘chestrals | Sus ‘i ‘e five, Angeles today (Wed.) on T re- 
- 7 RY a «se That settled. tl other, Perey Faith orchestrals erb Sussan will produce , Ange todas f 
THE NEGRO subject: what do teeners do with | te" Knight’s voice is good, while | NpRo-ry next fall, including the | Wolf, Ruthrau yan radio-ty 


With Dr. Mordecai W. Johnson 
15 Mins., Sun.; 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WLIB, N.Y. 

Well worth dialers’ interest is 
this series of weekly lectures 
which WLIB, N.Y., is presenting in 
cooperation with the U. of Michi- 
gan, For the program content will 


review the history of the Negro’s | 
contribution to America’s way ot | 
the | 

| 


life from colonial times to 
present. Among lecturers slated 
in weeks to come is Jesse Owens. 

Initial airer Sunday (5) was a 
particularly enlightening 15 min- 
utes inasmuch as Dr.Mordecai W. 
Johnson, president of Howard U., 
digressed somewhat from his over- 
all topic of education to credit the 
Nezro’s strides in law over the last 
25 years with advancing “his peo- 
ple’s” civil rights, 

He said he was especially proud 
of these gains because they centred 
in Howard U.’s law school. The 
educator recalled haw the late 


. . . ° rw 
Supreme Court Justice Louis Bran- | arose 


deis once advised him to train stu- 
dents “to recognize a good case of 
law involving civil rights of your 
people.” The jurist, Dr. Johnson 
said, deplored the fact that poorly 
prepared cases had to be thrown 
out on technical deficiencies al- 
though the court was eager to con- 
sider the constitutional issues. 
Gilb. 


UNDER 21 
With Jeanne Sauve, 
guests 
Producer: Michael Hind-Smith 
30 Mins.; Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
CBC-TV, from Ottawa 
Probing the minds of teeners can 
be a hectic experience with as- 
tounding results and not always 
with the results the probe is after. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp.’s new 
“Under 21” show sets up a panel 
of teeners for quizzing on various 
matters and from the -initialer 
it looks like adults might learn 
something about their children's 
minds, First show, to start with, 
asked the panel what Teenagers 


Paul Baylis, 








were, and it was set at from 16 
1M Movies, 
radio. 


TV 
the famous report by 


JOHN COGLEY 


fer the 
Fund fer the Republic 
now available 


2 vels. (paper) 
$2.50 per set 





MERIDIAN BOOKS, dept. | 
17 Union Square, 

New Yerk, N. Y. 
Enclosed please find 


sets of 
“Report eon Blacklisting’’ 
at $2.50 per set. 

{NYC add 3% CST). 


Name 
Address 
City 


for 


State 





IBLACKLISTING 





their leisure? The answers ranged 


‘through rock ’n’ roll, television vs, 


books, vandalism and others. 
There was no specific defence of 
rock ’n’ roll but the panelists de- 
fended the acceptance of it by 
teeners and moppets, “We're past 
| Benny Goodman,” one said. 
Television, said one panelist, 
made youngsters conscious of the 
times and its people but didn’t 
allow improvement of grammar or 
literature unless the listeners con- 


centrated on that angle—and who, 


does? Vandalism was laid to the 
‘need for companionship inherent 
in all children, but whether they 
follow a black leather-jacket gang 
jor the YMCA depended on environ- 
ment and circumstances. They 
'follow the gang, no matter where 
‘it goes or what it does, so they 


won't lose friends or make enemies. | 


Jeanne Sauve operated nicely as 
panel moderator, keeping 
panelists talking, on the rails and 
alive throughout. Only difficulty 
from the similarity of her 


| voice ) : 
jing it all but impossible to know 
jwhen she was talking unless the 


}eamera was on her. Paul Baylis 
j}announced. Micheal Hind-Smith’s 
production was okay, — gabbers 


always clearly audible and camera 
lworking neatly to catch them as 
|they talked. 

“Under 21” stays for at least four 
shows, but if it keeps its questions 
exciting to garner catchy answers, 
lit may return to the web. Panel 
jused six teeners —thrce 
three male —wisely selected 
i variance of opinion. Gorm. 





BIG WILSON 

240 Mins.: Noon, Daily 
| KYW, Cleveland 

If everybody 
love a fat man, 
join the believers ot 
after listening to “Big” 


already 
they'll certainly 
the old saw 
*6 it.-5 in., 


doesn't 


in Cleveland. Moving over trom 
Philadelphia, Big Wilson is firmly 


strip that starts at noon, Monday- 
thru-Friday, and changes slightly 
on Saturday and Sunday. 


briefly, and a definite 
sonalitv, Big Wilson has already 
cut deeply into the platter-listen- 
ing audience. Furthermore, 
ability to tickle the ivories 


gives 


‘him an added asset in the shellac- | 


Wilson also does a 
at 5 p.m. on 
shows reflect 
approval of 
offering. 
Mark. 


spinning race. 
55-minute film spot 
KYW-TYV. Both 
strong sponsor 

large-size quality 


| PANORAMA 
|; With Ted Knight 
| 35 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 10 a.m. 
Participating 
WROW, Aibany 

Ted Knight, another of the new- 
er mikemen who have noticeably 
raised the quality level at WROW, 
features production numbers, 
strumentals and standards on a 55- 
minute program sandwiched be- 


tween Geoff Davis’ three-hour dec- | 


ejay stint and Arthur Godfrey's 
‘network show. For comedy and off- 
beat, purposes, Knight uses an 
alter voice. At times, this seems 
odd, almost out of place, in the 
musical background 
On other occasions, the tooling and 




















WANT TO PLAY IN 
THE BIG LEAGUE? 


The Northwest area is really big 
league . . . 615,000 TV homes and 
nearly $4 BILLION in spendable 
income. 


Why not sign up with the first 


place club—KSTP-TV. The 
Northwest’s first TV station, 
KSTP-TV serves and sells this 
vital market most effectively, 
most economically. 


KSTP-TVo™5 


MINNEAPOLIS-ST.PAUL Basic NBC Affiliate 


. The Northwett-s. leading Stalin” 


SPWARD PETRY & COMPANY tec. 


NATIONAL ROPRESETA TIVES 


the | 


to those of the teeners, mak- | 


feinme, | 
for | 


280 pounds) Wilson, KYW's newest | 
entrant into the disk jockey parade | 


entrenched in an across-the-board | 


With a sharp sense of humor, an | 
ability to say what has to be said | 
mike per-| 


his | 


the | 


in- | 


established. | 


| his technicue is generally sound. 


first as “Theodore’’—fits into spot 


commercials, too. When caught. 
board work on “Panorama” was 
Jaco. 


sharp and skillful. 


HARNESS RACING 

With Bud Heber, Nick Stemmler 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:15 p.m. 
UTICA CLUB BEER 

|WGY, Schenectady 

| The second summer of harness- 
l'easts from Vernon Downs (outside 


| Utica) over a_ special network 
|'brings Bud Heber to the micro- 


|phone as caller of two races, and | ¢ 
| Marjorie Steele, Pat Rooney Sr. on | 


Nick Stemmler as recapper of the 
night’s card. Similar originations 
trom the Saratoga Raceway for the 
past decade have indicated an air 
audience for the trotters and 
pacers, exists. The newer series 
{seems to proceed on the assump- 
tion listeners are well acquainted 
with the sport and its participants. 
There is little, if any, explanation 
of technical points—at least, not 
when heard. 

Procram is competently handled, 
despite a little unevenness. One 
pickup was weak on the fidelity 
side, there being too much voice 
distortion. He accelerates his 
tempo during the second halt of 
a race to build tension and uncer- 
tainty about the finish. 
might use a more imaginative vo- 
cabulary; over-uses the phrase 
“does the driving.” Jaco. 








Pic Backlogs 


Continued from page 31 








a series of packages following its 
deal tor the RKO library. 


more that tv station remains in 
the feature film market—a princi- 
ple dictated by a number of cir- 
cumstances, Once the tv. station 
bas made a large investment in 
such programming, it has to protect 
its investment by adding “leaders” 
from other packages. Many of the 
large libraries and big packages 
contain “clinkers” and they just 
;can’t meet the competition of up- 


market. 

It isn’t easy to draw back, either 
iOnce a station, using time, effort 
jand money in merchandising itselt 
as a showcase for good quality fea- 
tures, has made a niche for itself 
With the viewing community, any 
retreat is costly. 


Crosley’s RKO Buys 


| Morning” 


Hebcr | 
| to 


, Vidfilm 


. : |kickefY on Sept. 16; he’H also be 
|The sccond voice—addressing the | i ’ 


doing a spectacular for the net-! 
work Al Perlmutter, WRC. “ll 
TV special events, down with} 
virus in Mt. Sinai hospital 


WCBS-TV flack boss Robert Fuller | 
vacationing in Maine with family | 

Station’s John McGilleret, | 
writer on “Camera Three,” is to! 
be chiet consultant for U. of Wis- |! 
consin tv seminar Aug. 26-Sept. 1; | 
being backed by Nat'l Assn. of | 
Educational Broadcasters ... Billie ; 
Burke, on her 76th birthday. ap- | 
peared for a special CBS “Good 
tribute in her honor! 
Monaday (6), with Jimmy Savo, 


hand ... William Miesegacs, prexy 


Allen B. DuMont Labs as right arm 
veep Tom Goldsmith in = han- 
dling government accounts ? 
promotion-ad consultant, 


| Peter Zanphir awarded-a prize in 


i Tillstrom back 
jterday (Tues.) on the Queen Mary 
The more a tv station buys, the !. ' 
land 


| Conforte, 


graded quality being poured in the | 


Cincinnati, Aug. 7. 
Crosley Broadcasting Corp. has | 
signed a $1,500,000 deal with 
C & C Television Corp. for the 


jrights to 371 RKO feature films. 

The deal, which is for half of 
ithe total RKO library sold to Mat- 
ity Fox, is for the four Crosley sta- 
| tions in Cincinnati, Dayton, Colum- 
'pbus and Atlanta. Programming ot! 
jthe newly-acquired features will 
| begin immediately. 

Part of the deal involves 
ment in time which will be utiliZed 
| by International Latex in a pattern 
established in similar C & C 
Television deals. 











| * Gross-Krasne 


Continued from page 31 





Pay- | 


gional deals) before concentrating 


ion the 
said that 
| dicators 
ithe big 
“bread 


smaller markets. Krasne 
his experience with 
has been that they 
sales and ignore the 
and ‘butter’ pacts 


little 


SVD- | 
make | 


Yorst | 


of it, he felt, was that the big deals | 


in multi-station 
(hard to make 
market sales, 
in paying large 
easy sales? He said the reason 
why svyndicators ignore little ty 
sales of telefilm is to give time to 
other packages they front for. 
Gross said that the six-man sales 
junit of G-K will never work on 


markets aren’ 
as the 
what's the sense 
distrib fees fo 


as 


SO 


one-station | 


| sale of two series simultaneously. | 


|He hopes, 
rerun sales, new 
to handle that 


men can be hired 
facet solely, while 


trates on saturating a second series. 

Eight of the O. Henry pix have 
been completed at G-K’s California 
National Studios at an average out- 
lay of $30,000 each. Twenty-five 
or six scripts have been comple‘ed 
on the stanza which should be 
ready for telecasting sometime this 
fall. 





when O. Henry enters | 


the original six-man team concen- | 





recent It’s-a-Contest sweepstakes 
run by Better Homes and Gardens 
... Richard L. Foote, eastern sales 
manager of Hoag-Blair for the past 
year and a half, has been tabbed 
exec veep of the company ... Burr 
from Europe yes- 


Peter Fernandez added to tv 
radio cast of “The Guiding 
Light” for its presentation tomor- 
row (Thurs.) . NBC’s Tom Me- 
Avity and Mike Dann off for va- 
tioning climes now that tv pro- 
gramming reshuffle has been re- 
solved Anita Zang and Ruth 
production assistants at 


Talent Associates, leave for Tos 


i“the 


veepee, off to Maine for a month 
John Aaron, co-produccr of 
“Person to Person,” advises from 
Switzerland where ke's vacationing 
with his wife and daughter that 
yodelers may not be socko 
but the scenery is boffo” Joe 
(‘Memory Lane”) Franklin to hold 


fifth anni at Palisades Amus. Park 
Saturday (11) Art Van Horn 
finished pinchhit chore for Mike 
Wallace on WABD. 

Beverly Lunsford, juve thesp, 
doing Aug. 25 spec via ABC-TV 
from St. Louis zoo, for Interna- 
tional Shoe Treva Frazee is 
hiatusing from video to do lead 
in “Bus Stop” at Westchester 


County Playhouse at Mt. Kisco 





of Transfilm, left this week for | Shirley Burrows, sister of Abe 

business and pleasure in Europe | Burrews, marries Goodson-Tedinin 
Joseph Schull’s “Proud Pas-|¢*e¢ producer Paul Alter this 

sage” is “Goodvear Playvhouse’s” | Week . . . John Drainie siarring on 

(NBC) Sunday (12) offering _| “Goodyear” via NBC-TV Sunday 

Rick Wanden, former tv writer|‘!2) and will reappear on “U.S, 

(“Duffy's Tavern,” etc.), joins Mer-| Steel” the 29th New fathers: 

cury. Artists’ tv department as! & scripter Lee Pogostin, a Cauch- 

writer - producer - director rep, , .| te”, Saturday (4); WABD flacker 

Phil Foster, Larry Storch, Lenny Larry Eisenberg, daugiter, Friday 

Kent and Jerry Lester all com-| night. 

peting for yoks on. tomorrow’s'! 

age “Arthur Murray Party’| — ie am ~ 

via CBS Maj. Gen. Raymend | D 3 T t bi 

C. Maude, who commanded the | ems imetanie 

|Air Force’s Cambridge Research , 

Center until retirement, joins |= Continued from page % Sos 


| backfire right in the exchecuer of 
| : 
| the tv webs who have an important 
date with the Republicans the fol- 
jlowing week in San Francisco. 
Under the best possible circum- 
stances, it'll be a tight squeeze for 
! . ° 
jthe telecasters faced with the 
jherculean task of transporting 
|most of the manpower and rough- 
‘ly half of the gear from Chi t 
Frisco during the weekend they 
| hope they will have between cone 
jventions. And if the Demos get 
bogged down past the Friday night 
deadline, Mr. Butler will be a very 
unpopular man in tv circles, espe- 
cially since now no. session. is 
| « 7 . 4 
planned for Wednesday afternoon 
|—-the day the nominations 
scheduled to begin. 


were 








TARLETON 


PIKE © NEW 


CRACKER BARREL. Americana. 


Encoreas of the WH 


FESTIVAL of the 7 Arts... 


Aug. 12th 


T 
HIS is our CRACKER BARREL, ,Americana—a reprise of 


our famous Festival 
Tarleton's 


neighbor's 


entertai 


for guests and their 


appear daily at convenient 


Lake Club, 


doors discussions concerning the 


hou 


Tarleton in entertai 


Those of the Encores 


DOROTHY SARNOFF, Of the O; 


DAVID ROSS, Radio and TV Commentator, Poet and Authoi 


DORIS F. BERNAYS, A 


thor “A Wife Is Many Women” 
EDWARD L, BERNAYS, Public Relations Counsel 
HARRY SCHWARTZ, Editor, Russian Affairs, New York Times 
LOU SMITH, DAVID ADAMS, BETTY POPE, HAROLD DA SILDA 
Of the National Ballet of Canada 
ALLEN SHERMAN, Proc er TV's “I've Got a Secret” 
EDMUND O. STILLMAN, Chief of Planning, Radio Free Europe 
BEN GROSS, Author, Televisi Editor N. ¥ 
HENRY MORGAN, Theatre, Tele on I've Got a Secre 
NORTH COUNTRY CHOIR S of N Hi ’ ¢ 
TINY and STUART CLOETE, Authors \frican Giar 
NORM PRESCOTT, WBZ-WEZA (Boston) TV-Radio, Disc Jockey 
JOE CALLAWAY, Of the Theatre; Director; Dramatist 
DR. SAMUEL STEINBERG, Historian, Autho) 

ALLEN M. WIDEM, Drama Editor, Hartford (Conn.) Times 
JAY GORNEY, Musical Comedy Lyricist, Composer 
IRENE HAWTHORNE, Former Premier Danseuse, Met. Opera 
ARNOLD EIDUS, conducting Television’s WABC Symphonietta 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS—Historical Front Pages 
Courtesu of The New York Times 


JACK GOLBERT, Director 
HERBERT W. HILL, Conferencier 


HAL GRAHAM, 


YOUR HOSTS, THE 
Information: 


Prominent men and 


HAMPSHIRE 


ITE MOUNTAINS’ 


to 27th 


ning, provocative, festive daus 
friends Tarleton’s 
Arts will 


spacious law of 


and 
women of the 7 


rs, on the ns 


whlg presentations and out-of 


ir art’s rewards and problems 


era and Theatre, “King and lL” 


lusical Director 


FAMILY JACOBS 
FL 7-7632 
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e * 
Jocks, Jukes and Disks Album Reviews 
ee ee Michael Antoine Orch: “And So, “The Pajama Game”) has Sia 


The Four Lads: 
Song”-""A House With Love In It” 
(Columbia). Sock followup 
the Four Lads’ past three clickos | 
in succession is “The Bus Stop| 
Tune, theme from the 20th- | 


Song.” 
Fox pic 


“The Bus Stop | label. 


“Bus Stop,” is a jaunty |My Maria” (RCA Victor). 


“The Blue Whistler,” on 
|the MGM flip, spotlights the Hy- 


for | man technique with the blues 
idiom. 
Eddie Fisher: “If I'm Elected 


(To Be the One You Love)’-‘‘Oh 
A love 


folk-flavored item which the boys | |song set in a march tempo is the 


serve with plenty of appeal for| 
the jock and juke trade. It’ll rack | 
up a big score. “A House With 
Love In It” 


ballad which comes across with | to pull it along. 
| an 


lotsa impact. 


Leroy Holmes Orch: “When the | 


| spurt. 
is a change of pace| also has topical and novel values 


peg that could get Eddie Fisher 
off to a strong sales and spinning 
The song, “If I'm Elected,” 


Fisher gives it 
attractive belting treatment. 
‘Oh My Maria” is a more ortho- 


White Lilacs Bloom Again’’- “The | dox entry that rates attention be- 


Last Wagon” (MGM), 
company scramble is for the 
“When the White Lilacs Bloom 
Again” instrumental out of Ger- 





Current disk | cause of Fisher's rhythmic styling 


and its similarity to a previous 
Fisher click, “Oh My Papa.” ; 
Rover Boys: “Young Love” 





Best Bets 


FOUR LADS 
(Columbia ) 
LEROY HOLMES ORCH., 
(MGM) 


KAREN CHANDLER- JIMMY WAKEL Y 


(Decca) : 
DICK HYMAN ORCH. 
(MGM) 
EDDIE FISHER 
(RCA Victor) 
BOVE DOTS ..d. 06a 
(ABC- Paramount) 


WHITE LILACS BLOOM AGAIN 


coe eer reeoeeeereerereoeoeereseesers 


... BUS STOP SONG 
..A House With Love In It 


.. The Last Wagon 

.. CRAZY ARMS 
Tonight You Belong To Me 
ONE FINGER PIANO 
The Blue Whistler 
IF ’M ELECTED 
Oh My Maria 
_.... YOUNG LOVE 
From A School Ring 








many. 


ing piece that sticks to the ear. 


It will be a tough race for the 
breakaway side but Leroy Holmes 
may have the edge due to his top- 
flight orch treatment. 
Zacharias, who started the whole 
thing via a Polydor release in Ger- 
many, gets a try at the US. 
ket via Decca while Florian Za- 
bach is also in the running on the 
Mercury label. Both Zacharias 
and Zabach stress the violin values 
of the tune. On the MGM flip, 
Holmes hits a western motif tagged 
“The Last Wagon.” 

Karen Chandler-Jimmy Wakely: 
“Crazy Arms’-“Tonight You Be- 
long to Me” (Decca). The recently 
teamed up Karen Chandler and 
Jimmy Wakely are off to a fast 
start with “Crazy Arms,” Their 
solid harmony job gives this coun- 


It's a melodic and fetch-| 


Helmut | 


Mmar- | 


|commercial aspects are iffy. 


| fan 


| introing the piece. 


try-flavored tune a wide appeal. | 


It’s sure to pull in solid spins all 
over. They are in a. brighter 
groove with “Tonight You Belong 
To Me,” and it, too, will draw lots 
of turntable time. 


Dick Hyman Orch: 


Piano” - “The Blue Whistler” 
(MGM). Arresting rhythmic beat 
of “One Finger Piano” as whipped 


up by Dick Hyman should pull 
this side to the top. It’s a catch- 
ing instrumental effort that moves 


“One Finger | 


at just the right gait for jock and | 


juke action. Hyman's harpsichord 


piano is highlighted with a vocal | 


effort by The Naturals. Tune also 
gets a shipshape treatment by 
Freddy Martin on the RCA.Victor. 


“From A School Ring To A Wed- 
ding Ring” (ABC-Paramount). The 
Rover Boys are back with a good 
| two-sided affair after a successful 
‘ride with “Graduation Day.” Group 
has fine takeoff chance’ with 
“Young Love,” a _ neatly 


ballad offering. Theme of the back | 


side gives it plenty of spinning | 
values for the teenage set. 

Dick Jacobs Orch: “Theme From 
‘East of Eden’’’-“‘The Seven Won- 
ders of the World” (Coral). Cou- 
pling of pic themes adds up to okay 
spinning fodder for the jocks but 
“East 
of Eden” 
for the late James 
Dean, who appeared in the fi!m. 
On the “Seven Wonders” side, te 
voice of Lowell Thomas is h 4 
It wasn’t rea 


buildup 


necessary. 


Betty Wells: “Young Man”-| 
“Goodbye, So Long, I’m Gone” 


(ABC-Paramount). Newcomer Bet- | 
ty Wells is a slick exponent of the | 
rockin’ beat. 
rhythmic power that 
sit up and take notice. 
Man” 


The ‘ 


Side shows off | 
her vocal punch to advantage. 
Reverse also is in the high octane 
groove. 

The Goons: “I’m Walking Back- 
wards For Christmas’’-‘‘Bluebottle 
Blues” (London). This is a frenzied | 





| 


etched | 


| 


| Harve Presnell and Salli 
| soloists. 


waxing is tied in with the | 


| (Epic). 














Phkiar 
LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 

CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
(Exclusively on Coral) 

259th Consecutive Week 

Aragon Ballroom—Ocean Park, Cal. 
ABC-TV—Sat. 9-10 P. M. EDT 
Sponsored by 
Dodge Dealers of America 

















Longhair Reviews 














Roy Harris: Symphony No. 7; 
“1933” (Columbia). Two massive, 
powerful symphonies by Roy. Har- 
ris add to the stature of the Amer- 
ican classical repertory. The No. 
7, which was premiered last year, 
is delineated with color and sweep 
by the Philadelphia Orchestra con- 


to Bed” (RCA Victor). This is one 
of the many albums that USS. 
music publisher Robert Mellin cut 
abroad for peddling to the U.S. 
disk companies. It’s a fine example 
of what’s being done overseas to 
produce those rich instrumental 
sounds that are earmarked for the 
growing mood music market. The 
tunes, all newies, are easy on the 
ear and make for solid deejay pro- 
gramming. 

Cliff Edwards: “Ukulele Ike 
Sings “Again” (Disneyland). Cliff 
Edwards, a disk-selling phenom in 
the 1920s, revives 16 of his past 
hits for an updated going over. He 
gets a lot of exuberance into the 
vocal riffs and it may even please 
today’s rock ’n’ roll crowd. He gets 
a peppy backing from a hip group 
labelled Wonderland Jazz Band. 

Ed McCurdy: “When Dalliance 
Was In Flower” (Elektra). The 
tunes collected by Ed McCurdy for 
this folk album come mostly from 
the Elizabethan England era. 
They’re lusty, whimsical, risque 


‘and ribald and McCurdy delivers 
| with 


the proper accents. Erik 
Darling supplies a neat banjo as- 


| sist. 





ducted by Eugene Ormandy., The 
Symphony 1933 is heard in an old 


but still compelling performance | 
by the Boston Symphony under the | 


late Dr. Serge Koussevitzky. 


Robert Wagner Chorale: “Folk 


|! been delivering 


Songs of The World” (Capitol). A | 
neatly arranged collection of Eng- | 
| lish and European folk songs, most | 


lof them widely known, delivered 


in a pleasing, straigfitforward style | 


by the Robert Wagner Chorale with 
Terri as 
Informative liner notes, 
with some line drawings, are done 
by Stephen Longstreet. 


Mozart: Symphonies No. 36 & 38 
Two of Mozart’s most pop- | 


|ular and charming symphonies, the | 


ry 
| 


She belts with solid | Egk’s modern opera, 
makes you | Violin,” 
‘Young | tre vein with no 
side seems to have the better | | | abstractions or difficulties, brightly 
| getaway potential. 


novelty coupling out of the British | 


disk mill. 
working on offbeat 
(Continued « on 1 page 49) 





VARTETY 


9F444464446444644 
1. MY PRAYER (3) 
2. ALLEGHANY MOON (6) .. 
3. WHATEVER WILL BE, WILL BE (3) 
4. I ALMOST LOST MY MIND (7) 
5. HOUND DOG . 
6. ON THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE (7) 
7. I'M IN LOVE AGAIN (9) 


8. GLENDORA (5) 
9. WAYWARD WIND (12) 
10. I WANT YOU, 


GHOST TOWN 


THAT’S ALL THERE IS TO THAT 


STRANDED IN THE JUNGLE 


MORE 

IT ONLY HURTS 
CANADIAN SUNSET 
BORN TO BE WITH YOU 


FLYING SAUCER 
BE-BOP-A-LULA 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10) 
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“Linz” and the “Prague” 
precisely executed readings by the 
Vienna Symphony conducted 
Willem Van Otterloo. It’s another 


in light, | 


by | 


fine contribution by Epic to the 


Mozart bicentennial. 


Werner Egk: “The Magic Violin” 
| (Decca), Excerpts from Werner 
“The Magic 


contemporary 


‘rendered by the chorus and or- 


chestra of the Bavarian State 
Opera conducted by the composer. 
Herm, 





L. Wolfe Gilbert, 
has authored a collection of stories 
about vaude, songwriting and pix 


Vantage Press is readying it 


' for Christmas publication. 





core eececeoes eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeteeence 


eee e eer eeeeeee 


evr ee eee e ee ere et tenses 


cere eceeeeeeee eee eeoneseeees 


eeeeeeneereeeeeereee 


ce eee ee eeeeeeseeeeseeeeeeeeesnees 


cece eeeeereeceeeeeeeee sees eeeses 


I LOVE YOU (1) 
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Elvote Presley ..cccccess Victor 
"Vie Damone .......0-.- Columbia 
. Fats DOUG «-..000%8.. Imperial 
( FORTANE StSleTS 20s e cesses Dot 
Perry COMO ccd sccecees Victor 
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Don Cherry .Columbia 
Nat (King) Cole .......Capitol 
{ Cadets ..Modern 
CPOUROURE 5 occ cevndenses. Flash 
Patty COMO .cincceccass Victor 
MINCE BIOS: 4 so Sae esas Victor 
Hugo Winterhalter ...... Victor 
CCROPRCUEED 5 cs icine es Cadence 
Teresa Brewer .......... Coral 
Buchanan-Goodman ..Luniverse 
Gene Vincent .......... Capitol 


Elvis Presley .... 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines .......-++++++: 


... Victor 


a work in the popular thea- | 


vet ASCAP'’er, | 


It’s an offbeat group| entitled “Without Rhyme or Rea- | 
material but son.” 


| 
| 
; 
i 
: 
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Bernie Wayne Orch: and 
Then I wrote.” (ABC-Paramount). 
In the past few years Bernie Wayne 
has been turning out some lilting 
compositions which have been 
compiled in this set for the cleffer 
to supply his own musical inter- 
pretation. The melodies are pleas- 
ant and rhythmic and are show- 
cased with taste and style. For 
added dressing there’s a knockout 
photo of Jayne Mansfield on the 
album cover. 

Julie Wilson: 
The vocal stuff Julie Wilson has 
legits 


and Broadway (currently 





captured on wax for good results. 
Her warbling sets an intriguing 
romantic mood as she goes over 
such familiars as “From This Mo. 
ment On,” “Don’t Ever Leave Me" 

and “He Was Too Good to Me’ 

Arrangements and orch pecking 

are by Phil Moore. 

Serena Shaw: “Cry My Love” 
(Rama). Newcomer Serena Shaw 
fills ner wide vocal range with 
plenty of s.a. When she goes into 
the upper register, she’s reminis- 
cent of Yma Sumac, but for the 
most part she sticks to the more 
popular range. She works with 
such oldies as “Love for Sale,” and 
“St. Louis Blues” as well as a flock 
of originals by Rudy de Saxe. 

Gros. 





Coolidge Fortifies Col 





“Love” (Dolphin). | 


in posh niteries | 


| 


Transcriptions in Chi 
With an eye to building up its 
activities in the midwest, Colum. 
bia Records transcription division 
manager @aAl Shulman set Michael 
Coolidge to head up the Chicago 
office. Coolidge will handle all! of 
the transcription division’s sales 
functions in that area, reporting to 
Cal Roberts in the Gotham hq. 
Other appointments for the Chi 
office were Hellen Sullivan as 
Coolidge’s administrative aide and 
Walter B. Orwall as account exee, 





Dexter on the Beech 


Herb Dexter has exited his pro- 
motion post at the indie Jubilee la- 
bel to switch to the newly formed 
Beech Records. 

Morty Palitz, Jubilee topper, is 
currently dickering for a replace- 
ment. 





Director. Alphabetically listed. 


A Beautiful Friendship 
A Sweet Old-Fashioned Girl 
Allegheny Moon . 

Big ‘D’—**‘Most Happy Fella” 
Born To Be With You 

Bus Stop Song—7“Bus Stop” 
Canadian Sunset 
Glendora 
Happiness Street 
How Little We Know 
I Almost Lost My Mind 


To Love Again—i 
Too Close For Comfort—*'‘ 
True Love—+‘“High Society” 
Wayward Wind 

Whatever Will Be, Will Be 


A Sweet Old-Fashioned Girl 
Allegheny Moon ... 
Be-Bop- A-Lulu 

Big ‘D’—**Most Happy Fella” 


Don’t Cry—*“ 
Glendora ; 
How Little We Know 
I Almost Lost My Mind 


I Could Have 
I Only Know I Love You 

I’ve Grown Accustomed—* 
Mama, Teach Me To Dance .. 


Miracle Of Love 
Moonglow—7 “Picnic” 


Mr. Wonderful— 


Picnic—?*‘‘Picnic”’ 
Please Don’t Forget Me, Dear 
Portuguese Washerwoman 
Standing On The Corner— 
Stranded In The Jungle 
Strangest Romance 
Too Close For Comfort—* 
Walk Hand In Hand 
Whatever Will Be, Will Be— 





When You're Smiling 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., 


Survey Week of July 27-Aug. 2, 1956 
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I Could Have Danced All Night—*‘My Fair a Chappell 


It Only Hurts for a Little While ..e..--. Advanced 
I’ve Grown Accustomed—*My Fair Lady” ....... Chappell 
pees Dae A. Cee AOD oi kas hist cccedddveane Remick 

Me 'N’ You ’N’ The Moon—t“Pardners” .......... Paramount 
Moonglow-Picnic Theme—t“Picnic’ .............. Mills-Col. Pic 
ee rs, HOON iat Ch es koe de ire 0b ba ae United 

Be CN esl rN ky pega .. Shapiro-B 
On the Street Where You Live—*"My Fair Lady”. . Chappell 
PRD Pamee Fe i ipicd fh a vc basiee aks ce dhire ...E. B. Marks 
Pitnic—f"Pichic” .... cscievccvcee abies s 000 ee MRIS Pie 
Portuguese Washerwoman ...................eee0- Femick 
Somebody Up There—7‘‘Somebody Up There”..... Feist 
Standing On the Corner—*‘‘Most Happy Fella” .. Frank 

Te Amo eee en eee Southern 


“Bddy Duchin Story” 
‘Mr. Wonderful” 


You're Sensational—7“High Society” 


Top 30 Songs on TV 
(More In Case of Ties) 
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Can You Find It In Your Heart 
Most Happy Fella” 


I Can’t Rock And Roll To Save My Soul 
Danced All Night—* 


“My Fair Lady” 


Me 'N’ You 'N’ The Moon—7‘“‘Pardners” 


Moonglow-Picnic Theme—?‘Picnic” 
*“Mr. Wonderful” 
On The Street Where You Live—*‘‘My Fair Lady” 


*“Most Happy Fella” .. 
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*“Man Who Knew” . 


or ee ee eee eee ee eeee 


Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
“Legit musical. +Film. ftTV. 


Frank 
Mayfair 
Miller 
Meridian 
American 


Morris 
St. Louis 





Columbia Pic 


Buxton Hill 
Warman 
Artists 
Buxton Hill 


Valor 
Oxford 

. Lowery 
Frank 
Witmark 
Frank 
American 
Morris 
St. Louis 
T&L 
Chappell 
Leeds 
Chappell 
Roncom 
Paramount 
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“My Fair Lady” 
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Weiss 
Remick 
.Frank 


aug tecaiand Laurel 
ee Republic 
. Artists 
Mills 





Laurel 





-_ 


-— cc a oboe at 


— ff 


T 
thr 
rhy 
the 

I 
the 
defi 
slo\ 
tor 
the 
ind: 
able 
the 
pre: 

F 
indi 
com 
to ! 
cove 
nate 
the 
nies 
indi 
how 

ping 
jJavs 
have 
nal 
O 
top! 
r&b 
Re Cl 
& 
time 


fo) 


Al 















eC = + SS mee 


Co arn 











Wednesday, August 8, 1956 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 43 





MGRS. 








' LO 





Gov't Stil on 


Payola Prowl 


The Internal Revenue Dept. is still probing Tin Pan Alley for 


evidence of the payola loot. 


The T-Men have been combing the 


pooks of the top publishers looking for evidence of undeclared 
income from the recipients of the cash favors. 

The Government agents, incidentally. are hep to the music biz 
operation and speak about “taking” and the “cut-in” like Brill 


Bldg. habitues. 


They are not concerned with the various “legiti- 


mate” payola devices, such as writing and publishing cut-ins on 


tunes, just so long as its declared to Uncle Sam. 


They are inter- 


ested in nailing down the sub rosa cash payoffs which are listed 
on the publisher’s book as “expenses” and are not listed in the 


recipients’ gross income. 
If there is no direct evidence, 


the Government can crack down 


via the “net worth” approach which matches the standard of liv- 
ing against the declared incomes. 








Ma jor Diskeries Pulling Out Of 
R&B Competition As Indies Hold On 


The major record companies are + 


throwing in the towel in -the 
rhythm & blues competition with 
the indies. 

It's not a complete pullout from 
the r&b field, vet, but there are 
definite signs on an ease-up and a 
slow withdrawal from the rivalry 
for the r&b dollar. This is putting 
the beat back into the hands of the 
indies who originated it and were 
able to withstand the onslaught of 
the major companies’ promotion 
pressure. 

For the last couple of vears, the 
indies had to buck the johnny- 
come-lately majors, which began 
to make inroads into the field via 
covers of disks the indies origi- 
nated. In several instances, then, 
the cover jobs by the big compa- 
nies stole the play away from the 
indies. In the past few months, 
however, the indies have been top- 
ping the majors because the dee- 
juke operators and consumer 
have been sticking with the origi- 
nal version. 

One of the prime examples of a 


Jays, 


topline diskery relinquishing the 
r&b field to the indies is Coral 
Records. Bob Thiele, Coral’s artist 


& repertoire bossman. For some 

time Thiele watched the r&b charts 

for indie platters that were break- 
‘Continued on page 49) 


AFM to Launch 
Branch in L.A. 


American 
icians is prepping the setup of 


Ane 


a Coast branch in Los Angeles on 
a trial basis. Herman D. Kenin, 
member of the Federation’s exec 
board from Portland, Ore., has 
been given the special assignment 


of establishing the office. 
Purpose of the move is to ascer- 
whether there is a need to 
permanent branch there 
order to eliminate possible dif- 
ties encountered by all locals 
In that area because of the time 
citferential between it and New 
York, where the AFM’s headquar- 
ters are based. 
It's expected that the Coast of- 


te a 


‘ 
] 


land Musician’s Mutual Assn. (Lo- 


99), will resign that office to) 


over the new assignment. ~ 


Spirals Shellacs ’Em For 


Unique in a Production, 
Distribution Tie A La Pix 


. he record business is now get- 
"ng a counterpart of Hollywood’s 
independent producer setup. 
_ Taking a leaf from the film 
indies, Spirals Unlimited has been 
formed to produce wax packages 
lor distribution by an established 
‘bel. Spiral’s kickoff tie-in will 
be ith Unique Records, RKO sub- 
‘id, which is already set to distrib- 
; € six Spiral-made albums this 


ai} 











Spirals was formed recently by 
He rbert J. Morrison, personal man- 
ppt Joe Castro, pianist; writer A. 
~. Cooper and publicist Art Frank- 
“n. Ted Collins will act as con- 

(Continued on page 49) 
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Federation of | 


Aussie’s Top Disks 


Sydney, Aug. 1. 

Disk sales continue at a very 
good pace, according to key 
music stores. 

Current hits with teenagers 
presently include “Poor People 
of Paris.” “Rock and _ Roll 
Waltz,’ “Rock Island Line,” 
‘“‘Woman in Love,” “The Great 
Pretender,’ “Moonglow,” 
“Jukebox Baby,” ‘“‘Dungeree 
Doll.” “Dixieland.” 


Epic Yens Actors 
Who Can Chirp 


‘Em for Teeners 














Records is on a drive to 
|round up dramatic actors who can 
sing for disk exposure. Only pre- 


| requisite according to Marv Holtz- 
'man, label’s pop artists & reper- 


toire chief, is that the thesps have 
some teenage appeal. 

Holtzman figures that wrapping 
up a waxing deal with a performer 
active in other media will give his 
Epic platters an extra promotional 
push and added exploitation val- 
ues. And in the case of pix, espe- 
cially, it virtually insures a sound- 
track album or at least a title song 
disk if the pact with the artist is 
on a solid exclusive basis. 

Label has already worked out a 
crooning deal with Tony Perkins 
and expects to wrap up a pact with 
Sal Mineo. 

Perkins came to the attention of 
Holtzman when he crooned “A Lit- 
tle’ Love Can Go A Long, Long 


Way” on the teledrama, “Joey,” 
on NBC-TV a couple of months 
ago. Mineo, on the other hand, 


hasn't shown off his crooning style 
yet, but Holtzman figures that his 
exposure on tv and pix (“Rebel 
Without a Cause,” “Crime In The 
Streets,” “Somebody Up There 
Likes Me’) is building him into 


. ; : ae : | hot teenage fave, 
lice will begin functioning by Sept. | 
Kenin, who is prexy of the Port- | 





WILLARD ALEXANDER 
IN EXPANSION MOVES 


The Willard Alexander Agency 

is swinging into its fall operation 
with an added stress on the bands 
|and acts division plus a concen- 
trated drive into the tv and mo- 
tion picture fields. 
In line with stepped-up activity, 
| bossman Alexander has promoted 
| Jack Green and Irv Denkin to vee- 
| pee status and has brought in Ira 
Sidell fram the Coast to work with 
Rudy Viola in the jazz department. 
Green and Denkin specialize in 
bands and acts. 


Alexander also plans to enlarge 
his New York office at newer quar- 
ters, as yet undetermined, and is 
expanding his Chicago operation 
with the addition of new men to 
assist Chi office chief Fred Dale. 
He’s also mulling the opening of 
a Hollywood office. His Coast ac- 
tivity is now worked out in con- 
junction with Harold Julian, 
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“5% INSUFFICIENT 


INGENTIVE: KAYE 


By MIKE GROSS 


Biggest obstacle in the way of 
putting the band biz back to its 
heyday stature of the 1930s is the 
5% restriction for managers on 
bands’ take slapped down by the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
That’s the opinion of orch leader 
Sammy Kaye, who believes that 
| the manager is the most important 
‘part of the band business. 

The 5% limit on a manager's 
earnings from orch properties is 
keeping key men out of the field. 
Kaye attributes his longtime stand- 
ing as one of the country’s top orch 
names to the managers with whom 
‘he’s been lined up—Jim Peppe, 
| Mike Nidorf and currently Dave 
Krengle. If the band business is 
made more financially attractive to 
managers and _ investors, Kaye 
claims, there’ll be a noticeable up- 
beat in band activity around the 
country. In the late '30s, he said, 
new bands were sparked and 
backed by established orch lead- 
ers but that practice has been 
stopped because there’s not enough 
money to be made from the in- 
vestment. At one time, Kaye 
added, he and the late Glenn Mil- 
ler and Tommy Dorsey had con- 
sidered forming a combine to back 
new bands. “Now,¥ he admitted, 
“I won't put a penny in a new 
band.” 

The development of new orches- 
tras is the key to keeping the band 
business on a payoff level. Despite 
this managerial drawback, Kaye 
believes that the business can still 
pick up some of the oldtime ex- 
citement. Factors which will bring 
ithis about, he pointed out, 
1) continued interest in dancing, 
(Continued on page 48) 


Salkin Heading 


Decca Promotio 


Martin P. Salkin has taken over 
Mike Conner’s spot as director of 
publicity and promotion for Decca 
| Records. Conner ankled 
|last week after 11 years with the 
diskery. 

Salkin will also head Decca’s 
{network of promotion staffers in 
key locations around the country, 
| with all company disk jockey pro- 
| motion under his supervision. Staf- 
|fers at present are Bud Katzel, 
|eastern rep; Don Foreman, mid- 
| west; George Sherlock, Coast: and 
|Harry Silverstein, southern terri- 
tory. Ann-Elizabeth Reisman will 
continue to handle publicity as 


' 











| 





longrange revamping plans for the 
| publicity-promotion setup but he 
| doesn’t expect to get around to it 
| for several months. 

He joined Decca six years ago 
and has been associated with its 
production, -recording and sales 
departments, 


Hamblen’s ‘Unfair’ Rap 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

A venture into telepix has put 
Stuart Hamblen Music Co. on the 
| Screen Actors Guild’s “unfair list.” 
| SAG national exec secretary 
| John L. Dales reported Hamblen 
|had hired three girl singers for 
|the vidpix and has failed to pay 
them, despite repeated promises. 
| Members were instructed not to 
|work for the firm until further 
| notice. 








his post | 


assistant to Salkin. Salkin has some | 








GOP-Dem Disks 


Latest entry in the political 
sweepstages on disks is “Pick 
the Winner,” which sits on the 
musical fence in the upcoming 
contest between the Dems and 
the GOP. 

One side of the 12-inch LP 
is pro-GOP with such songs as 
“I’ve Got Those New Deal, 
Fair Deal, Square Deal Blues,” 
“After the Brawl Is Over,” 
What He Used to Be.” On the 
“Eisenhower Hold That Line,” 
“Harry Done ’Em Wrong,” and 
“Ole Wayne Morse, He Ain't 
What He Used to Be.”’ On the 
Democratic side are such titles 
as “The Ballad of Richard 
Nixon,” “The Dixon Yates 
Song,” “The Giveaway Boys” 
and “Love That Team.” 

The album is being distrib- 
uted by Middlesex Trading 
Corp., a New Brunswick, N.J., 
operation. 


Urania in Push 


For Fall: Sales 
Job to Rothfeld 











dising pitch, Urania Records tapped 
|Dave Rothfeld for its sales and 
| merchandising manager’s slot. 


with Bruno, RCA distributor in 
|New York. Before that, 
| headed up his own Oceanic label. 
| He’ll headquarter in New York re- 
| porting to Hal G. Neely, general 
| manager for Urania and American 
| Sound. 

| Distributors will be briefed on 
|Urania’s fall program this week. 
|The plan will include price stabil- 
lization of the line as well as a 
‘discount program for dealers, dat- 
ing and a 100% exchange privilege 
on the entire catalog. The discount 
structure will run through Sept. 
(15 and allows a dealer a 10% dis- 
|count. Dating provides for one-half 
|September and one-half October 
payments, 


A recording team has been in 
| Europe for the past three months 
| preparing 30 new releases for the 
|fall season. Production is now 
|'under way at the firm’s two pres- 
| Sing plants in Belleville, N.J., and 
| Hollywood preparing pre-release 
| demonstration records and build- 
|ing up a stock backlog. 
| Label also set Ideal Records Dis- 
tributors to handle the line exclu- 


sively for the New York area. Ideal | 
| will distribute Urania’s complete | 


|catalog including opera, classical, 
;mood music and jazz series. Color- 
| tunes, Urania’s kiddie line, is ex- 
| pected to be ready shortly. Among 
| the other labels now being handled 
by Ideal are MGM, Bethlehem, and 
Disneyland. 





| 
| Haber’s Commander Post 


| Mercer’s Commander Music opera- 
| tion in the east. The firm is run 
by Marshall (Brother) Robbins 
| from a Coast base. 

| Firm’s upcoming push is on the 
score for the upcoming legituner 
“Li’l Abner,” penned by Mercer 
and Gene De Paul. 








the banks of the Tiber. 
Albert Carlo, New York jazz 





is set to establish a jazz boite on the Tiber River in Rome. 
take an option of four river barges, which, incidentally were used 
in the Paramount pic, “Roman Holiday,” to redecorate into a jazz 
emporium. He’ll call the operation “Missisippi Show Boat.” 
project will cost an estimated $50,000. 

Carlo leaves for Italy Oct. 1 to start the ball rolling for a March 
15 preem. He'll import American jazz names and the menu will 
feature hot dogs and hamburgers, 


Tiber Barges Into Jazz 


Jazz is being transplanted from the levees of the Mississippi to 


impresario and nitery decorator, 
He’s 


The 


ov? 


W BOOTY ON ORCHS 


Play It Safe’ Programming Boosts 
BMI's Hit Tune Performance Coin 


+ Indie stations’ concentration on 


hits is boosting the perforance 
take for BMI’s top tunes. With 
the deejay stress on the top 20 or 
| 30 songs increasing steadily, a BMI 
hit can now earn as much as 
$18,000 or $20,000 in performance 
money. This ‘is close to double the 
amount a top tune earned a few 
years ago. 

The turntable accent on the hits 
is primarily a BMI boom. Effect 
on ASCAP is less noticeable be- 
cause its logging is pegged mainly 
on network radio and tv plugs 
BMI., on the other hand, logs many 





indie stations and that’s where 
the deejays swing the spinning 
trend. 


Move toward programming the 
hits is pegged on the deejay and 
station manager's desire to play 
|it safe. There was a time when 
the deejays were given free reign 
to devote their turntable time to 


discovering and unveiling new 
platter material. The indie man- 
agers, however, decided that the 


dialers and the sponsors would be 
happier with the steady program- 
ming of already established hits. 
This doesn’t mean that there's 
a blanket shufout on the spinning 
of newly released tunes. Although 
it’s tougher today to get a new disk 
started, there are still enough pow- 





Tuning up for its fall merchan- | 


| Bert Haber will head up Johnny | 


erful deejays around the country 
\to give a new platter that added 
| spinning push to get it off the 
| ground. Once it starts rolling, the 
! 


disk is headed for a bigger ride 
than ever before via the flock of 
deejay shows that program only 


the top 20 or 30 songs of the week 


are | Rothfeld was previously associated | 


“or Saucer settling 


Case Privatel 


Possible suit against “The Fly- 
ing Saucer” is being averted via 
an out-of-court settlement nego- 


Records, 
Julian 


tiated between Luniverse 
| producers of the disk, and 
T. Abeles, representing the ASCAP 
|and BMI publishers. Negotiations, 
which are still under way, are 
centered on Luniverse taking out 
a regular license and paying royal- 


ities on the 19 tunes parodied on 
| the platter. 
When the rock ’n’ roll novelty 


|was first launched a couple of 
weeks ago, the MPPA moved in to 
stop it alleging that there was an 
infringement on the ASCAP and 
| BMI tunes utilized on the platter 
“Flying Saucer” was written and 
published by Bob Buchanan 

(Continued on page 48) 
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Brit’s Rediffusion Buys 
50% of Mellin’s Firms 
In Bank of England Nod 


Associated Rediffusion; British 
radio-ty-transcription§ firm, , has 
bought a 50% interest in Bobby 
Mellin’s Sherwood Music Ltd; and 
| Mellin Ltd. music firms. Dea} was 


| finalized last week when the Bank 
of England gave them the green- 
light on the transaction 

Deal gives Mellin virtually a 
global range to plug his sons 


Reediffusion has closed-circuit out- 
lets all over Great Britain as well 


as spots scattered as fai \usS- 
tralia, South Africa and Hong 
Kong. Mellin is the only Ameri- 
can publisher tied up with the 


|Rediffusion operation. Outfit has 
a similar deal with Keith Prowse, 
British standard house. 

Mellin returns to 
September to 0.0. 
opening publishing 
Germany and Italy. 


Europe in 
prospects of 
affiliates in 





CHAPPELL’S O’SEAS RIGHTS 

European rights to “Old Philos- 
opher” and “King Arthur’s 
Mines” have been picked up by 
Chappell. Merrick Music, Howard 
(Buddy) Robbins’ firm, owns the 
U. S. copyright. 

Both tunes were etched by Eddie 
| Lawrence for Coral Records. 
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Test Suit Vs. U. Studio Over Right To 


Fire Balky (5th Amendment) AFMer 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. + 

American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ Local 47 has filed a prece-| 
dental suit in Municipal Court | 
here, seeking to test whether a) 
studio can fire a contract musician | 
for invoking the Fifth Amendment | 
in refusing to testify before the 
House Un-American Activities | 
Committee. Plaintiff in question 
i¢ Manuel Compinsky, one of three | 
sidemen released by the studio fol- 
lowing their refusal to testify be- 
fore hearings held here in April. 
Suits on behalf of the others are 
expected to follow. 

Local 47 emphasized its unal- 
terable opposition to Communism | 
but declared that as a union it 
must take steps to “protect mu- 
sicians from arbitrary action by 
producers. Key to the action is 
"the fact that the studio fired Com- 
pinsky for “good and_ sufficient 
cause,” without bothering to spe- 
cify what the cause was. Union 
contends that the contract with the 
studio provides that no musician 
may be fired except for cause, and 
that cause must be spelled out by 
the firm. 

Compinsky received permission 
from AFM to file the suit against 
Universal Pictures. Complaint asks 
$2,249.80 damages, contending that 
amount still is due Compinsky | 
from the studio. 


R ‘in R Invading 
British Market 


London, Aug, 7 

Britain is beginning to feel the 
influence of the rock ‘n’ roll craze. 
Within the past week there have 
been a series of events which have 
given the novelty a hefty boost: 
(1) the first two rock ’n’ roll out- 
fits have been formed; (2) the Bill 





Haley picture, “Rock Around the 
Clock,” is having its London 
preem; and (3) disk sales are ris- 
ing. 


Rock ’n’ roll centres are being 
opened up and down the -country 
and bandleaders are being haras- 
sed by requests for more and more 


new numbers. London is. still 
trailing the States on the craze, 
and it seems unlikely that any 


mass-hysteria will replace the pres- 


ent level-headed reception _ it’s 
been given. Tony Crombie will 
front his re-formed group when 
they move into circulation on Aug. 


31 with a three-day stand in Man- 
chester. As a six- or seven-piece 
outfit, they are enlisting the help 
of two colored Americans brought 
over to teach them the'beat. Cliff 
Lawrence, vocalist with the Eric 
Delaney orchestra, hopes to enter 
his Own six-piece combo into the 


field about the same time as Crom- 
bie. He'll thhave trumpet, tenor, 
drums, guitar, bass and my ino. 


TED HEATH PLANS 
2D U.S. TOUR IN ’57 


London, July 31 


The Ted Heath orchestra which 
undertook a 30-day tour of the 
States last April and May, and 


grossed $83,000 (as part of a pack- 
age show) during their first week. 
is expected to pay a return visit 
nexf spring. 

Negotiations were instituted be- 
fore the end of their last tour when 


Nat King Cole, June Christy, the 
Four Freshmen, Gary Morton and 
Patty Thomas formed the rest ol 
the package. But this time, the 
band hopes to pound the West 
Coast beats. Stan Kenton came to 
Britain as the U. S. half of the 
last reciprocal, but on what basis 
the next Heath tour is to take 
place has yet to be arranged. 
Pearl Bailey to Merc 
Pearl Bailey has joined the 
Mercury Records roster in a spe- 
cial album deal. However, two 
sides from her first album assign- 
ment for the label have already 


been taken out for pop release. 

The thrush recently recorded 
for the indie Sunset label on the 
Coast and for Coral Records. 

Skinny D’Amato, owner of At- 
lantic City’s 500 Club, is broaden- 
ing his activities into the record 
business. He recently bought into 
the indie Caravan label. 





Name Orchs in N. E. 


Boston, Aug. 7. 
Big bands are being booked into | 
New England ballrooms to hypo the 
waning season. Glenn Miller com- 
bine is set for Totem Pole at 
Norumbega Park Wednesday (15); 





Miller-McKinley Orch 


Big Dancehall Draw 


The new Glenn Miller orch un-| 
der the direction of Ray McKinley | 
In| first in a series of dance contests 


has gotten off to a hot start. 
a Jittle more than a month on the | to determinte. the N. E. winner for 
road, the band has been pulling in | finals of the National Dance Cham- 
top crowds and going into percent- | |pionship at Aragon Ballroom, Chi- 
age on the majority of its dates. 


In six days running at the end | TOW (Wed.), 
orch went over 


of July, 


(Sioux City, 
(Marshall, 
(Waterloo, 


room 
Park 


| guarantee at 


i(Des Moi 


the 
Val Air 
ines), Armar 
Ia.), 
Minn. 
Ta.) 


its | 


Duke Ellington, playing around the 
six-state region, moved into Cano- 
bie Lake Ballroom for a one 
nighter Saturday (4); and Baron 





Line’s cruise boat out of the Hub 
Saturday (4). 
At Rhodes on-the-Pawtuxet, the 


in September, starts tomor- 
Eliminations will be 
held at Rhodes every Wednesday 


| cago, 


Ballroom | for the next six weeks. 


Ballroom | 
(Marian, Ia.), Shore Acres Ballroom 
Blue Moon Ball- 
), Electric 
and Arkota | 


Ballroom (Sioux Falls, S. D.). 


Band is playing the old Glenn 
arrangements and the new 
material is being scored by Dean | 
Kincaid in the Miller style. 


Miller 


which 


Willard Alexander, 
plans 


ing 


is 


McKinley 





under the 


until early 


next 


“Glenn Miller 


Band, | 
direction of | 
has no record- 
year. | 
will then be integrated 
into the disking format as he was 
in RCA _ Victor’s 
Army Air Fe Air Force” album. 





Vik Updates ‘Care’ 


“If I Didn’t Care,” 
click, has been renovated for the 
peer disk market. Vik Records is 
| issuing a new concept of the Bill 
Kenny-Ink Spots hit under the new 
title of ‘“‘Now You Say You Care.” 

Song has been updated by Jack 
Lawrence, who wrote the original, 
and has been etched by Bill Kenny. 

Another facet to the release is 
that the tune has been coupled in 
_two different styles, the original 
slow ballad mood and in an upbeat 


| 
tempo. 


| 





Hugo did a oner for the Wilson | 


1939 tune | 


a , 


‘Marches Riding High in Germany; 





Hitler's Favorite 





Kapp Adds 12 Albums, | 
Pacts Ronnie Gaylord 


Kapp Records has 12 new al-| 
bums for its August-September | 
merchandising campaign. This will 
bring Kapp’s album catalog up to 
46 12-inch LPs. 

Dave Kapp, diskery’s topper, 
also is lining up a merchandising 
program for October, November | 
and December, which he’ll outline | 
at a later date. 
| Meantime, in a move to strength- 
en his pop roster, Kapp pacted 
| Ronnie Gaylord, former Mercury 
etcher. He was one of the original 
Gaylords, singing combo, but has | 
done a single since his discharge 
from the Army. 

In a move on the sales level, 
Kapp appointed the Standard Dis- 
tributing Co. to handle the line in 
Pittsburgh, and the Benart Dis- | 
tributing Co. for the Cleveland ter- 
ritory. 





The Crew-Cuts move into the 
newly opened Fazio’s Supper Club, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., tomorrow 
| (Thurs.). 


| Marsch” 


| Zehlendorf district, 


| **Moritat” 
| (both 


- Among Bestsellers 


Berlin, Aug. 7. 
It seems as though there's cy. 


rently here a renaissance for Ger, 
man marches. “Alte Kameraden” 
(Old Comrades), for example, is 4 
bestseller with most domestic 
diskeries. And Philips has, be. 
sides “Comrades,” in “Badenweiler 
another top item at pres. 
ent. Latter, curiously, used to be 
Hitler’s favorite march and which 
he, after 1933, made a “monopoly” 


| march, i.e. could only be played on 


special occasions, such as when 
he—the Fuehrer—came along. 


Heinz Dembeck, chief sales 
agent for Philips records in the 
Berlin area, said that nostalgia 
probably is the reason why s9 
many of his buyers are so fond of 
marches. Best march sales, he 
added, are registered in Berlin's 
knowingly 4 
place where many former generals, 
retired Government officials and 
conservative-minded families are 


|living. The younger set, Dembeck 


pointed out, has no special predi- 
lection for marches. 
Philips’ current bestsellers 
and “Faithful 
Louis Armstrong), 
(Continued on page 48) 


are 
Hussar” 
“Skin 
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_MPPA-AFM Talking | Crowell-Collier’s Josefowitz Buy 


Summer Circuit Jazz Festivals _ Assn. and Local 802 ‘AFM) begin 
s| New Coin Riff for Top Tootlin’ Cats **S*"i-"3"".¢  Breathes New Life Into Disk Clubs 
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As far aS jazzmen are concerned, + 


Current pact between MPPA and 








* The Crowell-Collier drive into 

















rr ‘ (the record club field was stepped 
Ta the sprouting of festivals all over ; | 802 winds up Sept. 30. | ’ | cm Sneh wack wile peaebiiten of 
Ts ine oe pA ag Maguey gh pt Belafonte 5 LV. to L.A. Decca s 96c Earnings the Concert Hall Sectety and four 
n” happenec’ § ; Belafonte is on a daily do f | Decca Records’ net earnings for record clubs operated by David and 
~f small Jazz clubs. ec By oe — saree from Las Vegas’ Hotel Con ns Jazz Anthology jthe sixmonth period ending June Samuel peal tag 
tic bookings are — ~~ sal : sum- | Riviera to Los Angeles to put three | * . . 30 amoun‘ed to $1,536,521, equal, The record clubs. Musical Mas- 
“a vals are vt | vs wl solo- |More albums into the groove for | Tied-In With Col LP Disk | to 96c per share on the 1,602,501  terpiece Society, Chamber Music 
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ch events aye See y™ t- One of the new albums will be | vee — eo 2 =e Rich- | ings of Universal Pictures subsid. buyers. Over 1,000 recordings are 
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of stars, the upcoming New York Jazz ‘DECCA WINS REVERSAL Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, Nat TV ‘BEANSTALK’ TUNES ore of heey 8 — record clubs 
. a 2 + egg A ro Soe | a. Seen Hee. Saree sg bape somes the ce 
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<4 gate jazzmen will be held preced-| that Decca put out several of pian-|30th anniversary. The book has | lyrics on “Ho-Lili.” ee te dees ieee, 
kin ing the Randall's Island gig, which | j¢ pel Wood’s waxings, made ear-| been a standard item on the Dou-| As usual with an NBC-TV prop- | ons seme Companion , evens 
is being tied in with the “N.Y. Is ‘lier, after Republic had contracted | bleday lists all these years. lerty, RCA Victor has first option mailing lists and the C-¢ radio and 
— St er Festival” theme. Don : ’ Esq e . Pros: .| tv stations when available. We 
A Summer . ‘for the pianist’s exclusive services. on an album, now being mulled for | ¢2.) 5 ; eke a ee 
Friedman and Ken Joffe are pro- | the pistrict Court at Nashville had| Jackie Brooks (4), Decca pactees, | production and release prior to vide beg eo. _— ce -_ i. 
ducing the N.Y. event. upheld Republic’s claim. holding over at the Palace, Boston. ! Nov. 12 telecast of the classic. : : nearest ean 








; medium; one that wil! complement 
our communications efforts in mag- 
azine and book publishing, and our 
recent entry into radio and tele- 
vision.” 

The Josefowitz brothers will de- 
vote their time to their other ac- 





Granz Lines Up Talent 
For H’wood Bowl 1-Niter 
And Cross-Country Trek 
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OF tives in the mus‘tal, chemical and 
k. - pharmaceutical fields which were 
T Hollywood, Aug. ‘ not included in the C-C buy-up. 
0 Louis Armstrong band has been They'll work with the C-C disk 
T set by Norman Granz to appear on club subsid in an advisory capacity 
A the bill of “Jazz At The Hollywood for an indefinite time. 
L Bowl,” Aug. 15 one-niter Granz ee ee ae _ 
will stage at the Bowl. Other jazz a en reine : 
P headliners on the show include Ella Fnic Records Coes Unbeat 
it ie al scar Io >y"s Tri " . ; . . . = e 
ee pins Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution On Multi-Pocket Alh 
N Phillips : j Ji > > g y, ] 1} e a] . I- wv e > ums 
TEM sane” Gee cae wae Encompassing the Three Major Outlets =the ae: 
S preparations to record the entire " " ‘s e - e With Somerset, Oranges 
=| 9 Niaz" show for s new LP album Retail Disk Retail Sheet M Co iauetk eed ee 
— Sa toe Coin Machines Retail Disks ~—_—Retail Sheet Music ee mame ee a 
- J as ‘ yercna 1S ¥ program a a dals- 
[02 label e e *j . A Neu Yor ac 
On the following day, Granz as Published in the Current Issue cae tee de cc a 
26 pens a re ae, at —EEE—— being lined up for Chicago, Los 
me Dunes, Las Vegas, WIR & jaz Angeles and San Francisco. 
100 ag pigsty, be the Soe NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts Highlighting the product pre- 
ie ae hy PREM, — arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- ae — a 0 aly neces 
ac aud . i a 7 E a a ri wt : ? ; umn . ‘ , orse S ri 5 ” 
99 Granz has also lined up the merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive =o pie od ) — —— 
- talent for his cross-country trek with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- Three Oranges.” The former 
40 ng — a i tp bg ee veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail deluxer will be offered at an in- 
ie Hall, N. Y., and winds up Oct. : ; i cm : , . cine wen ee ee 
62 o. in San Francisco. eau in- disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). hae ange Laie ra a cee 
5 cludes Miss Fitzgerald, Krupa T Package contains three 12-inch 
61 Quartet, Modern Jazz Quartet, TALENT LPs, the first multi-pocketed LP 
— Peterson Trio, Sonny Stitt, Stan POSITIONS for the mood music market. The 
59 Getz, Dizzy Gillespie, Jo Jones, This Last ae other deluxer is a two-pocket pack- 
— Eldridge, Phillips and Jacquet, Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE age of the first complete recording 
50 . {Hound Dog of Prokofiev's ‘The Love For Three 
- *, 9 ° n y are . = : ) RGR: —_ y Oranges.” Package contains the 
Brit.’s Kinsey to U.S. |} 1 2 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ....... pebus ‘I Want You, I Need You cama te 


was recorded by 

















a | L B d S [Don't Be Cruel the Choir and Orchestra of the 
a: —— Slovenian National Opera. 
37 Nn atest all wap 9 1 PLATTERS (Mercury) \ My Prayer ™ To push the fall product, Wil- 
: London, July 31. saa ss \* Y i, ea sib say Ri "4 }/Heaven On Earth liam Nielsen, Epic sales director, 
\gent Jeff Kruger planes to the . , y , indicated that the advertising out- 
98 : ~ , . swear > ’ 
States Aug. 23 to finalize the band 3 3 Bree DAY (Columbia) .....ccccccccecess Whatever Will Be, Will Be lay will be upped to close to 30% 
97 swap betwen the Tony Kinsey IC TAN . iverse ‘Nvinge Saucers more than last year. Display ma- 
2 Quintet and an American group as 4 a BUCHANAN & GOODMAN (Luniverse) Flying Saucers Coat Gat ee cca Ge i the 
¥ yetunnamed. The reciprocal is set 5 8 PATTI PAGE (Mercury) ...... coseceeesees Allegheny Moon company's pop singles push and 
21 for October-November, but mat- | . : a : exclusive Epic LP racks, “The 
st are still on the tapis; Kruger | 6 4 PAT BOONE (Dot) ........-+eseeeeeeeeee++ L Almost Lost My Mind Record Caddy,” will be offered to 
26 rst has to iron vut contract snags | : r: consumers at $2.98 retail. The 
- involving the disparity between | 7 5 GOGI GRANT (Era) ..... ee eee eens »seeee- Wayward Wind anke head Os ia. 
99 the earnings of the Kinsey oufit | y mE . : , Cc F —— . eeeenciragengsecanse 
22 5 eseeeees Canadian Sunset 
and ‘that oof the group to be || 8 ++ HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) : Ray Anthony Breaks 4-Y 
a selected. (More ay Anthony Dreaks 4 
= Don Rendell, tenor who played for | ys . Glendora " 
A ent on his Continental tour % 6 PERRY COMO (V ictor) eoereeeeeeseeeeeees \ eo U — Coast Palladium Record 
= are this treet — a = ; ‘ 4 “P : , Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
, + sobtpige — heer yy nA “— 10 7 VIC DAMONE (Columbia) ............6.. On Street Where You Live Ray Anthony orch pulled 11.721 
= shen “ ane Wil Gave: ieeat into the Palladium for first week 
ae 7 or (five days) ending Sunday 2), 
18 U [ pa ig Ay aol A -— TUNES terpery’s best in more than four 
cidade be Dic men, & . : years. 
19 oe ld vocalist - as. Soo POSITIONS (*ASCAP. *BMI) Friday night, despite stiff com- 
ee tour is to be handled by the This Last ee PUBLISHER petition of Nat King Cole, who did 
1k tive Cree, ERGRes, & Compete: Week Week TUNE = : capacity 18,000 at Hollywood Bowl 
vel. UW . ] “o. . ape : ‘ VV \ 
me d = oo en eee Fe 1 3 ~  & . | | SPT ereTrceT Tare Tiere ate »....shapiro-B and turned away about 3,000, An- 
: Lephyr Sets 17 Distrib | 2 1 “WHATEVER WILL BE, WILL BE .......... nn eee 
. . 
| TAI , . 
Sh Se ts 1/ Distr 4 | 3 4  *ALLEGHENY MOON ....... Lissesseeeseees sosessesesseseeess, Oxford |) Victor Brass on Bikes 
4ep 7 | ~ ‘ : ] : 
1 nunched PR ssong a asl por aoa al 4 2 +WAYWARD WIND eevee eee e@eeseserse eee . eee eeee . Warman RCA Victor brass began fanning 
_ 17 distrihnst : : ‘ ae out around the country Jlonmday 
lskeey ee ee eee | 5 8 +HOUND DOG ....... ckeeaatetsaeheesiaas SOE TeC eee ere Teer. ‘s) t bee aickery's fo ter 
vers | fp 2d more indie branches to his |] 6 6  *ON THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE ............... tos Chappell }/chandising program to its distribu 
Str] tar ’ | p 7 
: earmarked Aug. thas the kickot || 7 #§5 +I ALMOST LOST MY MIND ................. vecosescccessHill & Range [||| will run about a week. 
ate for the ll Zephyr release | ‘ . 238 Among the topliners hitting the 
Hormel and Bud Freeman direc- 8 ee CANADIAN SUNSET ose eere eee etree eeeeeese eens eeoereerseeeeee Meridian trail ay Larry ee,’ _y 
~y tor of ; . Siac anis /general manager; Gerge R. Marek, 
ry said prige tamg aos eee oe —- * os tFLYING SAUCERS ...... sce e cree cece ee ee ene cocccccsccce Luniverse cane snd tanmner of the aibum 
146 ‘om and mapping out operational | 10 9 7I WANT YOU, I NEED YOU, I LOVE YOU .................... Presley division, and general manager of 
pe ans, 





‘album sales, Robert L. York. 
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JOHN MAGNUS ANDY & VIRGINIA MANSFIELD PAUL MASTERSON EARL McDANIEL JOHN McSHANE 
KBIa KGFJ KFI 


KABC KPOP KMPC 
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DEL. MCORE GENE NORMAN 
KLAG KLAC 


AL POSKA PETER POTTER 
KFI KLAC 


Copyright Variety. inc 





BEACH ROGERS GEORGE SANDERS ALLIN SLATE BILt STEWART PAUL STEWART JACK WAGNER 
KIEV MRKD KIEV 


AMPC KIEV MMI 











DICK WHITTINGHILL 
KMPO 


STU WILSON 
KBIa 
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... they can help you sell more in the nation’s third market*! 


You may not be familiar with these faces.. . but their voices are familiar to just 








: | about everyone in this eight billion dollar retail sales area! Each day, they offer top entertainment 
2 | and product news to the nearly 2,000,000 radio homes in Los Angeles. Why 
| 
x ie not let these key salesmen, in this market, help you move more merchandise! 
3 | *population rank in Sales Management “‘Survey of Buying Power,”’ 1956 
5 
\) 


RCA VICTOR spotlights hometown broadcasting 
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; ; E te! tate 
handle talent . . . Susan Silo, 14- s i+ | 2 | oe | a | _|9 | 3 
New York year-old thrush, has been signed VARIETY E 8 = _ C 0 lO | eS | - | 5 
Woolf Piillips, British orch by P deal wath Records to a four- Settee: af Veal bee eae : E 4 g $ | g ¢ eS | e | 3 | 2 2 
leader, making the N.Y. to L.A. side deal with options. best sellers based on reports 8iz = Ear | = | L 3/3 2|% E 
rounds for the first time plugging | Oe. rity obtained from leading stores in Slvel@/Slelsliel/Ssievt Six T 
“ee ° ra wn = S © | = 
his London album “Lullaby 0. | Holly wood 13 cities and showing com- sic lflials | = | 2/£;3) 8] os 15 0 
Broadway” . Stratford Music Barbara Lyon, 24-year old ae a — rating for this a s s F | @ > -~|2e|* | E = is : 
e " atty © oa >)" 7 > , . ° 1s bl od od — ar | & rs) — a a a pac 
was set up by Jule Styne, Betty | daughter of Ben Lyon and Bobe O's ASCAP¢ BMI eT SIS isl elle Zis isle; 71s] 1 
‘omd and Adolph Green with Daniels, has been set to make het . I aie & | 5 15 ie = 
Comées — ae eP at disk debut via Capitol Records . . ri 5 6 4 > | E i | lal~ ° = 
Buddy Robbins In the protession®’Derothy Collins, “Hit | Parade” oar sleZlzl2/e/sisleia| j (/3/8| p 
manager's slot. Firm wil ng "| songstress, now at the Thunder- National EIS les (iei7ielelaleis 7} 0 
the Styne-C omden-Green acon Re bird, Las Vegas, is commuting be- Rating hd t s 2 ° [sis 5 cialis s | J I 
mee aa Ringing 5° “iypbeat™ |tween the desert resort and Holly- This Last 5l|els <q}/s\|&/|s/¢ i sictlalsin 
Scott guesuing oO a ‘wood to cut a Coral album. . wk. wk. Title and Publisher @le lel so | sielis ‘i elalsi 
Aug. 11... The Platters into ("6 | Songstress Mimi Martel has been zigizils Big 4/\5 si¢ slalals 
Chicago — Chicago, Aug. inked to an exclusive ratioty post = 
for two weeks. ry. by CBS... Jchnny Mandel set to 1 1 *Allegheny Moon (Oxford)... 2 5 2 1 2 1 2 se i. & 
Richard Hayman closes at N.Y.’S 95 the arrangements for Chet Ba- = — oa * = ~~ _ ¢ 
Music Hall today (Wed.) and opens ker’s recording sessions for Pacific 2 3 ~ Whatever Will Be (Artists) 1 3 10 2 1 6 1 4. 2 4 6 2 3 98 
at the Balinese ae. wee Jazz label . . . David Kovar, = 3 2 Wayward Wind (Warman) .« itt. - © SS Roe 8 ee 
the following night... photog man, talking deal with Hi a 4 On Sireet YouLive (Chappell) 6 2 1 4.” 3 SD CO SCWWDSSTaS 
Williams, widow of hillbilly com- pF; Records anent doing album > 7 *My Pr: Shani: PI 7 : » 2 «(10 =~ 8 i 5 81 
poser-singer Hank Williams, in covers. é _) 7 “ay Prayer ig hapiro-B) . 6 5 6 6 2 4 10 9 *. 6lCO 59 
town huddling with — act Ray Anthony orch drew 1,997 to 6 14 +Canadian Sunset (Meridian) 5 1 4 «| 7 10 9 6 Sarak a 
a 5 week gig at the the Palladium ys its ee pe | (1) 7 6 *Moonglow (Mills) Ray ts 3 7 8 3 i a 37 
~ - , opener. Band is in for three oe cA — - 7 
4400 Club, Brentwood, ee ame. i * Joe Perry recouping at 8 8 nee Lost My Mind (H&R) 8 . © > 7 . § § § 9 34 
4... Elmore — = ae short |Cedars of Lebanon from surgery 9 12 +1 Want You (Presley). Th DP eee . 7 8 F OE 
yt mm el beat jade doow te ... June Sanantonio, formerly 10 9 +Old-Fashioned Girl (Valor) .. ..... 9 10 4 pepe 6 22 
ROSPNas Seas sh , . | with Decca, joined Irwin Zucker as | a” bl Ec - ; 
debuts on Arthur Murray's stanza publicity assistant . . . Mel Torme 1 5 "Could Have Danced (( happell) OS Eta Berar 6 be 3 21 
Aug. 9... Dick Gersh handling | 11) do three jazz concerts with Ted 1211 _=*Hand in Hand (Republic) oe oe a . § 3 10 9 17 
publicity for McConkey ey Heath while in England . . . Dick 13.10  *Ivory Tower (Morris) _erre8 6 6 reap 13 
es . Frank O re eg ory 13 'Goodman and Bill Buchanan in a is” Slee Ce. oh 3 : 7 5 
Louis I etite key y us. -ords town visiting local deejays and : : : . - ee ( 
Geordie Hormel, Zephyr Records plugging their novelty platter, | 15 *Hurts for a While (Advanced) 10 8 10 10 6 
prez, back to the Coast after a week mat pp -.. Ralph Graves | 


ot N.Y. huddles . . . Buddy Basch 
handling promotion for Betty Ann 
Grove and Naomi Caryl... Four 
Voices set for two frames at the 
Congress Hotel, St. Louis, starting 
Aug. 27. 

Jimmy DeKnight, nom-de-clef 
of James E. Myers, cut 12 sides for 
Waldorf Records ... Henry Okun 
handling special promotion for Art 
Mooney’s “Tribute To James 
Dean” on the MGM label... 
Marty McNeely, deejay at WJR, 
Detroit, in town for a week to tape 
interviews with disk celebs . . 
Sandy Berman presenting nightly 
jazz concerts at Hawthorne Inn, 
Gloucester, Mass... Harry Sylves- 
ter, Decca’s southern rep based in 
Ciney, in town for confabs with 
diskery brass. 

London Records 
Corp., New York outlet 
London label, moving to 
quarters on same street . 
Dunn is the femme warbler with 
the New Yorkers ... Thomas Rus- 
sell and Maurice Maurer have 


Distributing 
for the 
larger 


“Flying Saucer” 
is shutting down the office of Sy- 
camore Records and turning the 
distribution problems over to Rec- 
ord Releasing Corp... George 
Shearing’s latest Cap album, “Vel- 
vet Carpet,” with a string back- 
ground being released simuliane- 
ously with his opening at N.Y.’s 
Embers this week . . . Hildegarde, 
Blackburn ‘Twins open a_ three- 


| weeker at the Grover Aug. 15... 


Louis Armstrong and Ella Fitzger- | 


'ald are set to record a new LP al- 


.. Donna | 


bum together under the direction | 
of Buddy Bregman for the Verve 
label. 


Chicago 
Stan Kenton opens at the Blue 
Note tonight (Wed.) for a single 


frame: Les Brown does one week 


at the Blue Note opening next 
| Wednesday (15), followed by Duke 
Ellington Aug. 22 for a pair of 
stanzas .. . Teddy Wilson Trio be- 
gins a_ five-week stand at Chi- | 
|eago’s London House _ tonight} 
(Wed.) ... Muggsy Spanier pacted 


formed Russell Representatives to | 








cute novelty with a lilting beat! 
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PROGRAM TO-DAY 
YESTERDAY'S 


JUST YOU, 
JUST ME 


Music by 
JESSE GREER 


Published by Robbins 
799 7th Ave., New York 19 

















|for Storyville, 


Boston, Oct. 11-21 


|... Porter Heaps pacted by Colum- 
| bia records to do organ albums in 


| 


Ria 
las the house band for Chi’s Chez 





. Ted Fiorito oreh pencilled in 


| Alford Trio 


| stand 


| succession to the late Ken Griffin | 


Paree, tentatively set to open} 
Aug. 22... Ted Weems plays the | 
Mid-South Fair,~Memphis, Sept. 


| 28-29, 


Pittsburgh 


Fats Domino, The Cadillacs and 
Vicki Nelson booked into Twin 
Coaches as a package week of Oct. | 
12... Spike Jones cancelled one- 
nighter at War Memorial Arena in| 
Johnstown Aug. 30 Dusty 
Brown’s band, which just closed at 


ithe Rock 'n’ Roll Room, back again 


orch 


{bar of the 
| Club, 


at the Midway Lounge 
Matthews, with his own 
for a long time, now 
the organ at the Fox 
Russell Arms, Denise 
Lor and Ernie Rudy band 
night at the Sunset Ballroom 
Carrolltown on Saturday 
Harris being featured at the piano 
American Servicemen’s 
formerly the Monte Carlo 
... Jimmy Emmert combo now at 
Jill Kury’s Show Case in East Lib- 
erty ... Dore’s has picked up its 
option on the Howdy Baum outfit 
. Tommy Carlyn band back in 
town for flock of late summer 
dance bookings after five weeks at 


for a stay 
. Steve 
here 
soloing on 


Head 


in 











LITTLE RICHARD. . 
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“RIP IT UP” 


Recorded by 








... Diane | 
I | Bertelsmann, 


ithe lookout for other labels. 


| 


one- | 


“Black 


| 











Marty King combo 


Texas 


Chuck Cabot band opened a two- 
week engagement at Marine Room 
on Pleasure Pier at Galveston... 
Connie Towers at MacDonald's 
Tam o’ Shanter Lounge in Houston 
..- Dick Finney, vocalist, currently 
appearing at Como Club, Houston 

Johnny Conrad Dancers along 


with comedians Dan Rowan & Dick 


Martin are playing the Balinese 
Room at Galveston Hal Mc- 
Intyre band wiil play a one-nighter 
at Sylvan Beach near Houston and 
then on through the state for a 
series of one-nighters Rusty 
at the Stage Door 
Lounge, Houston De Castro 
Sisters have opened a two weeks’ 
at the Shamrock-Hilton, 
Houston. 








German Marches 


Continued from page 44 











(Duke Ellington) and ‘‘Teen- 
(Dan Terry). Latter, inci- 
dentally, leads also currently the 
RIAS-Hit-parade here. 

Philips Records, headed in Ber- 


Deep” 


agers” 


lin by Erich Maschewski, is han- 
dling a large part of the US. | 
Columbia repertoire. From Jan. 
1 on, Philips will take over the 
total Columbia program. As to 
the recently established Bertels- 
mann disk cycle, which has be- 


come a special topic around here 
Philips is not willing to supply 
this or any other cycle with disks. 
As also the other big diskeries, in- 
cluding Deutsche Grammophon 
and Telefunken, won't tie up with 
latter has to be on 
It’s 
Bertelsmann will 
with foreign units 
haven’t taken up 
the German re- 


expected that 
seek contact 

which, so far, 
connection with 
cording industry. 

Philips, incidentally, keeps a 
close eye on new artists. Among 
its latest discoveries is Leo Lean- 
dros, a Greek singer who was 
given an exclusive contract. Lean- 
dros follows the Latin-American 
style and has cut four songs 
far, including “That Is Fiesta,” 
Rosita,” “Conchita” and 
Violetta.” 


SO 


“Little 











Mers.’ Booty 
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2) recording bands developing own 
style, and 3) tv’s acceptance of 
bands. “Radio developed the bands 
in the old days,” he said, “and tv 
can do the same thing today.” 
Kaye looks on rock ’n’ roll as a 
good thing from a bandman’s point 
of view. His reasoning is that it’s 
developing a dancing habit in the 
younger generation which will be 
carried on through later years. He 





also cited the deejay record hops 


|size ballrooms in 


| . 
tended one-nighter tour 


| disk. 


% 


'the Oh Henry Ballroom in Chicago .aS being instrumental factors in 
|. . « Bob McCoy orch has replaced ‘building a dancing populace. 

| the Frankie Barr outfit at the Twin 
| Coaches 
| staying for the summer at Colonial 
|'Manor adjoining the White Barn 
_| Strawhat. 


Although many dance promoters 


of top men around who are still 
bullish on the band biz. 
gled out Tom Archer, midwestern 
promoter, as one of the key men 
who believes that there will always 
be a dance business and a profit- 
able one, too. In the past five 
years, Archer has built three king- 
Iowa. The new 
danceries are in Cedar Rapids, 
Sioux City and Des Moines. 

On the economics side of the 
band biz, Kaye stated that an orch 
can no longer afford to sit down 
at a hotel for an extended date un- 
less there are some tv deals around 
to supplement the income. The 
one-nighters can be_ profitable 
tours but these have to be care- 
fully routed to keep the traveling 


He sin-* 


HMYV Has Verve 


have dropped out of the business | 
in the past few years, Kaye point- | 
ed out that there are still plenty | 


expenses from adding up between | 


dates. Even so, Kaye revealed, 
the jumps between dates nowadays 


j}are longer than ever. 


Kaye recently wound up an ex- 
through 
the midwest and he’s now prep- 
ping for a week’s stand at Atlantic 
City’s Steel Pier to be followed by 


a week at the Surf Club, Virginia | 


Beach. A tv series is in the offing 
for the fall. 








‘Saucer’ Settling 


Continued from page 43 <= 


rE 
Dick Goodman. They 
the Luniverse label. 

Warren Troup, attorney 
Luniverse, also spiked a report that 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission had stepped into the pic- 
ture with an overall ban on the 
“No action on the disk was 
ever made by the FCC,” he stated. 








also own 


| Buchanan & Goodman also issued 


a blanket license to stations around 
the country to play the disk as- 
suring them that they were assum- 
ing no liability. 

Meantime Luniverse record 
Corp. has filed papers in Al- 
bany, N. Y., to conduct a record- 
ing business. Capital stock is 200 
shares, no par value. 





Kid Ory, vet dixieland jazzman, 


has been signed to a recording 
pact by Norman Granz’ 


Home label. 





for | 





| 
| 


| 


Down | 
' 


In Gt. Britain 


London, Aug. 7 

Verve Records, American pop 
label launched by Norman Granz, 
will be released in Britain by 
HMV from August onwards. 

The agreement follows recent 
discussions between Granz and 
EMI executives in London, and is 
undoubtedly tied up with the fact 
that RCA Victor is transferring 
from EMI to Decca next spring 

Meanwhile, Decca have renewed 
with Det for another three years, 





The American Music Conference 
has launched its seventh annual 
Advertising Awards Competition 
for the use of music themes in ad- 
vertising of non-musical products, 
Closing date for entres in Jan. 21, 
1957, and winners will be an- 
nounced April 15, 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Harry Fox is acting as trustee for a group of music publishers, and | 
not the Music Publishers’ Protective Assn. in the action against | 
Luniverse Records and that “Flying Saucer” disk which is accused of 
utilizing some 19 different copyrighted tunes and excerpts from other 
diskeries. As a matter of fact, most of the complaining publishers 
for whom Fox is acting, through attorney Julian T. Abeles, are not 
members of the MPPA, which is a dominant ASCAP group; the indies 
and their indie disk labels involved in the complaint against Luni- 
yerse are BMI affiliates. 

Legal representative for Luniverse has been talking to Abeles and 
Fox fer a settlement, via a royalty license which, technically, would 
not absolve any violation prior to any such licensing arrangement. 





Jack Brooks-Sammy Fain score for the upcoming NBC-TV spec- 
tacular, “The Soft Touch,” will mark the publishing debut of NBC's 
subsidiary, Kagran Films Inc., an ASCAP member. Name is that of 
the telefilm subsidiary and since the outfit recently changed its cor- 
porate title to California National Productions Inc., the pubbery handle | 
probably will be changed to conform. Pubbery venture by the web 
is part of the expanding production scene. Where possible, NBC will 
seek to publish scores on all musical properties it produces, whether 
live or film, and the pubbery will, of course, work closely with RCA 
Victor in exploiting tunes. 


Cafe Bohemia, one-year-old jazz club in New York’s Greenwich Vil- 
lage, is following on the heels of its uptown rival, Birdland, with its | 
own theme song. The theme, simply titled “Bohemia,” was cleffed | 
by Ed Smollett, Charles Shirley and Mynell Allen. It’s being pub- | 
lished by Mellin Music. “Lullaby of Birdland,” which has already | 
developed into a jazz standard, was written by George Shearing and 
is published by Patricia Music. The “Bohemia” theme got its first | 
network plug Saturday (4) when Zoot Sims Quintet was picked up on 
remote from the jazzery via Mutual’s “Bandstand, U.S.A.” 





In these days of dwindling sheet music sales, “He,” spiritual-styled 
tune by Jack Richards and Richard Mullin, stands out as an exception. 
In the year that it’s been on the market, Avas Music has shipped 
500,000 copies and drawn only 5,700 returns. The publisher claims 
that 80% of the returns belong in the soiled and damaged category. 
Tune broke initially in August of last year via Al Hibbler’s Decca | 
etching. The McGuire Sisters cut it later for Coral. Avas recently 
readied a deluxe standard edition of the tune. 





In a drive to widen the scope of its classical catalog by adding 
domestic talent to its roster, Decca Gold Label has inked American 
| pianist Ruth Slenczynska to a longterm pact. Her first Decca release 
is set for late fall. Miss Slenczyncka, who recently came out of a 
self-imposed retirement, is heading out on an extensive concert tour 





j this fall in which there'll be 60 dates with the Boston Pops. Her | 
concert schedule is being lined up by National Artists Corp. 
t aaa 
i Songwriters come from everywhere. Latest origination point is the 
3 U.S. Army’s Nurse Corps Reserve. Miss Sonny LaGlaire, a captain | 
t in that outfit who was recently discharged after 15 years of service, 
Z has come. up with “Bamboo Rock and Roll,” which thas been cut by 
the Nite Caps on Groove Records. She wrote material for nitery | 
1 singers while stationed in Tokyo. Currently she’s a private nurse 
working out of Mt. Sinai Hospital, N.Y. 
. Shep Fields, who has been holing up in Houston for the past two | 
i years, has been brushing off a return to New York, Chicago or L.A. | 
1 unless a network broadcast is tied in. Field's: orch is currently play- 
% ing a 10-week stand at the Shamrock and he is running a daily deejay 
. show over KTHT, Mutual outlet in Houston. In addition, Fields has | 
; organized an agency tagged Artists Corp. of Texas which books talent 
- for parties and conventions. 





Bethtehem Records is giving a hefty push to its upcoming “Porgy & 
Bess” package of three 12-inch platters featuring Mel Torme (Porgy), 
Frances Faye (Bess), Al (Jazzbo) Collins, the Duke Ellington orch, 
the Australian Jazz Quartet and a flock of others. Company is issuing 
a special 10-inch LP for disk jockeys containing excerpts from the 
package and a pamphlet about the production. Indie label is also dis- 
tributing elaborate dealer display material to push the $14.95 set. 
Collins, WRCA-NBC disk jockey, handles the narration on the platter. 





RCA is getting a helping hand from rival CBS in the buildup of 
its new thrush Ann Gilbert. RCA, via its Groove Records subsid’ is 
prepping a push for the thrush’s first album, set for release at the 
end of this month, while CBS will give the singer her -first tv network | 
crack Aug. 29 as guester on “Frankie Laine Time.” 
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Spirals Shellacs 


Continued from page 43 








sultant. Artists already set to re- 
cord under the Spiral banner are 
George and Flo Handy, Chuck |} 
Wayne, Zoot Simms and Castro. 


Decca Pulls Sales Meets | 
To Spur Canadian Trade 


Claude Brennan and “Stanley 
Goodman, Decca sales execs, hit 
Montreal late last week to head up 
a series of meets for the diskery’s 
Canadian salesmen and _ distribu- 
tors. At the confabs the sales team 


presented Decca’s fall promotion, | 


which is based on the simultaneous 

release of 52 new 12-inch LPs. 
The diskery pulled in more than 

500 viewers to its New York deal- 


er meet held last Wednesday (1) 
at the Hotel New Yorker. Similar 
“open house” meetings at which 


dealers were introduced to the fall 
line have already been held in 
Hartford, Newark, Philadelphia, 
Boston and Washington. 


Continued from page 43 

















ing for hits and would move in 
fast with a cover disk. In most 
instances he’d take the play away 
from the indie as in the McGuire 
Sisters’ version of “Sincerely,” but 
in recent months his covers have 


; been out of the running against | “attack” inherent in the mechanics 


the originals. Example is Dorothy 


Collins’ ‘‘Treasure of Love” which | 


hasn’t even come close to Clyde 
McPhatter’s Atlantic original. 


The other companies, too, have 
had similar experiences with their 
cover platters. Rather than play 
second fiddle to the indie versions, 


'they’d now rather originate their 
|}own material for the pop market. 


The r&b market, many of the ma- 
jor a&r men Say, is strictly for the 
indies. It’s a fast-moving opera- 


|tion that needs a single-disk con- 


centration. An indie can throw 


| everything aside to put all its pow- 
| er behind one platter while a major 


has many other things to consider. 
An indie also has more freedom 
to operate with deejays, distribu- 
tors and one-stoppers. 

In sum, it’s developed that the 
majors are too topheavy for the 


|r&b market. 


| “Jumping 








Jocks, Jukes & Disks 
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both sides have a certain kind of 
odd listening attraction. The jocks 


|may ‘get behind this one because 
|of its unusual aspects. 


Vaughn Monroe: “In The Middl 


e 
the House’’-“Rollin’ Heart’ 


of 


(RCA Victor). Vaughn Monroe has 
come to bat to challenge Rusty 


| Draper’s already-on-the-move Mer- 
|cury waxing of “In The Middle of 
ithe House. 


> 


It’s the kind of tune 
that can take more than one hot 
version and Monroe looks like he’s 
got it. He also has a good spinning 


|contender with ‘Rollin’ Heart,” a 


tune built along the country & 
western groove. 

The Collegians: “Please Let Me 
Be The One’-“Blue_ Sofitude” 
(Groove). The Collegians are a new 
group that bears watching. In their 
initial Groove etching, the three 
boys display a slick harmony 


|\technique (somewhat reminscent of 
|The Ames Bros.) but their styling 


is individualistic enough to get ’em 
off on their own. Both sides, pegged 
for the pop market, have the kind 
of rhythmic beat that gets disks on 
deejay shows and draws jukebox 
coin: 


Danny Knight: “Beachcomber, 














MUSIC 49 
AUSTRALIAN JAZZ QUINTET |harp, electric accordion, string 


| AHMAD JAMAL TRIO bass, drums, piano and valve trom- 


Modern Jazz Room, Chi 'bone. There is Les Buchman on 
| The Australian Jazz Quintet drums, and he can take a lick on 
bowed here Wednesday (1) for a the bass. Don Schroeder on the 
auneekk van gitar & wiaedene valve trombone, seldom seen any- 
absence from Chicago The fact more, switches to vibes or bass, 


and Joe Byington basically handles 
the accordion, but comes in on pi- 
ano vibes as needed. Maid is Hope 
Herman, who handles the piano, 
or the string bass, and who can 
also add a fine soprano when pol- 
icy permits singing. 

Out of this comes a wealth of 
variations on standard and show 
tunes, medleys from the hit mu- 
| sicals, and even light classical fa- 
vorites. Then they switch to a 
Latin or two, wrap up one of their 
'own special arrangements. Their 
work draws steady acknowledg- 
ment from the customers, and gen- 


erally fits the room. Quin. 
/soon is less effective in rendering 


|more animated selections, such as} 


with Symphony Sid” — Continued from page | jaa 
| This is partially due to the lack of | 


that they last played the Blue Note 
highlights the competition between 
the rapidly multiplying jazz rooms 
here. 

The Aussies bring with them 
an unusual instrumentation for jazz 
since they use the bassoon and the 
flute in their versions of some of 
the jazz standards. Group's forte 
| is sound rather than original mu- 
|sical ideas, technique or the 
| bouncy beat characteristic of the 
|} idiom. Some restraint still in- 
| hibits the rhythm. 

But the use of bassoon and flute | 
/in such numbers as “April in 
| Paris” creates an almost bucolic | 
/sound pattern, in effect a new and | 
| pleasing interpretation. The bas- | 

















| 


ducer and ASCAPers have contend- 
, ‘ed that this goes beyond small 
of the instrument, when compared | rights and into the realm of grand 
| with, for example, the trumpet. | rishts, use of which must be ne- 
Group varies* from a_ basic piano, | sotiated separately. 

—_ ce selligaes Beh —s na | Straight medlies, however, aren't 
| flute: at least three members of | Senerally regarded as being in the 


. |grand rights category. Recently, 
the group double. oe ele-| the Shuberts lost a suit against 
freee pee phn ya and alto or Ben Yost, because one of the Yost 
| Percussionist Jack Brokenshaw owe ~ “ — . ces 

: : : _—— > : i” nes. Court ru 

| Sets rapt audience attention for a| that the straight veadites of a 
ewer ciao 7 eet 'medley still is regarded as a small 
| : lj 

|in Vermont.” Group merits kudos | - 
|for versatility and imaginative in-| 
| strumentation, at least, they keep 
interest up and provide some un- 
usual sound treatments, Quintet 
goes off to a big mitt. 


| 
| 
The Ahmad Jamal Trio plays op- 
| 
\ 
| 


ght. 

However, there have been deci- 
sions which declared that substan- 
\tial reproduction of musicals with 
songs and dialog could be con- 
| strued as a grand right. 


Tony Zale, Disker 


Tony Zale, ex-middleweight 
'champ, is taking a jab at the disk 
| business. He’s set up a new label, 
serene, yet technically facile, man-| Zale Records, with headquarters 
ner at the keyboard. As much can-|ijin Chicago. Artists & repertoire 
not be said for the backing guitar |topper for the new diskery will be 
;}and bass, who sometimes over-| Ted Travers, a freelance deejay. 
| power pianist Jamal’s light touch.| Kickoff release, slated for mid- 
| Jamal also has a tendency toward | August, was waxed by a new combo 
| overlong mike intros. ltagged the Cheerful Earfuls. For 

The new room, open for several|the past couple of years Zale has 
months now, looks like a success-|peen active with Chi’s Catholic 
| ful jazz showcase, particularly for! youth Organization. 

‘combos. Atop the Loop’s Preview | 
| Lounge, it was not refurbished in 
}any way when converted from a 
|mambo terpery and leaves much | 
|to be desired in the way of atmos-| 
| phere, possibly to be a major ele-| 
|ment in the room's sustained suc- 
|cess or lack of it. Also, whether 
the busy Saturday-night-out atmos- 
phere of Randolph St. after dark | 





posite the Aussies in a fast rise due 
to culminate at New York’s Embers | 
after this run ends. Discovered in 
|Chi’s southside Pershing Hotel, 


{Ahmad Jamal impresses with a 


Harry Fox to Coast 
Harry Fox, music publishers’ 
agent and trustee, headed for the 
Coast early this week to work out 
music clearances on telefilm pro- 
jects. He’ll also arrange audits on 
the Coast-based record companies. 
It'll be about three weeks be- 


13 _ : . . 2 . r , 

|is the best setting for such re-| fore Fox returns to his New York 
|cherche divertissements as _ pro-| geck 

| gressive jazz is debatable. Gabe. | 





| EPR AEE 
| THREE MEN & A MAID 
| Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 
After being closed briefly while | 
remodelling went on in connec-| 
| tion with the new wing the Hotel) 
Muehlebach is erecting, the street- 
level Cafe Picardy is reopened 
and with sOme new appointments. ° ° 
It also has a new musical group in| : “Saturday Night IS the 
the Three Men & a Maid, up from ° ° 9 
| St. Louis for the reopening of the] : loneliest night of the week 
j}room and an eight-week ‘stand. | 
|The crew is playing for dinner| : 


| 


STYNE & CAHN’S 





~— | Beachcomber’-“My Heart Isn’t In|—. ; ~ me 
Wrinkles in the royalty payoff |It” (MGM). “Beachcomber” is | 2ightly from 6 till 10, and on Satur-| : 
but it’s understood the producing | new singer Danny Knight projects | _ , U one Fo 
outfit will come close to a 50-50|strongly. The flip is a more con-| lity with a string of doubles shared 





FRANKIE 
““h LAINE <=: 


profit-sharing split with Unique. | 

The first three albums set for re- | 
lease next month will feature Cas- | 
tro on LP of standards and an LP 
| of originals and a package by Flo| 
and George Handy of 12 original 
Handy compositions. 

Morrison will also double as re- 
cording supervisor working out of | 

















FOR SALE 





Small inactive A.S.C.A.P. Firm Spiral’s , independently operated | 
b id. R nable. studios in the east and on the 
howe 1h yours © ——— Coast. Plans are also in the works 


Write Room 801, 
165 Broadway, New York 6, N. Y. 


gch 


ore? 


jto set up ASCAP and BMI music 
|publishing subsids to be headed 
‘by Morrison. 
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ventional item, 
neat vocal gloss. oS 
Little (Butchie) Saunders: “Lindy 
Lou’’-“‘Rock ’n’ Roll Indian Dance” 
(Herald). This is a typical example 


also done with a 


|of the kind of moppet vocalizing 


| which has been rising in the rock 


n’ roll movement. Saunders shows 
immature pipes, but fine rhythmic 
sense in “Lindy Lou,” while the 
Indian dance takeoff on the flip is 
a so-so novelty idea. 


Brit.’s R&R Orch Trend 


London, Aug. 7. 


The first rock ’n’ roll home- 
grown band will hit the road Aug. 
31 for a nationwide tour of one- 
niters. 


Fronted by leading drummer 
Tony Crombie, the band will be a 
six-piecer and the idea is to form 
a complete show around the 
group along lines of the American 
r&r packages. The band makes 
its debut with a couple of dance- 
hall dates in Manchester. 





| by the quartet, including the vibra-' * 








The Composer of 
“CANADIAN SUNSET”’ and 
“SOFT SUMMER BREEZE”’ 


DDIE HEYWOO 


and His TRIO 
Currently COMPOSER ROOM, New York 
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Gt. Lakes Area Group in Combine 


To Push ‘Long 


Cleveland, Aug. 7. 


Nucleus of a unique circuit of 
intimate niteries has been formed 
in this Great Lakes bowl region 
by several indie restaurateurs and 
Irvin Arthur, New York booker 
who handles their talent. 

“Operation Intime,” which Ar- 
thur conceived for them, is a new 
show biz wrinkle aimed to guaran- 
tee longer-playing time for per- 
formers imported from New York 
while giving chain members more 
entertainment buying power in 
getting the type of offbeat sophis- 
ticated acts they want. 

So far the budding wheel con- 
sists of Kornman’s Back Room in 
Cleveland, operated by Billy Wein- 
berger; the Penthouse Room of 
the Embers in Akron, run by the 
Garner Bros.; and Lester & Sam 
Gruber’s London Chop House in 
Detroit. All of the spots have a 
limited capacity, from 40 to 75 
maximum, which presents limita- 
tions on entertainment budgets. 

Founding members and Arthur 
are drumming up more prospects 
to bring cooperative project up to 
a minimum of from 10 to 15 simi- 
lar supper clubs. By offering acts 


20 to 30 weeks of steady work 
on their midwestern circuit, 
amortizing transportation costs, 


and pooling bids, they figure to 
draw higher calibre of entertain- 
ers to their rooms. Falling into 
this category are semi-name sing- 
ers, smart piano-and-song teams, 
vocalizing guitarists, recording at- 
tractions wanting to promote their 
disks and others that play the Ru- 
ban Bleu, Bon Soir, Vanguard, etc., 
in New York. 


Weinberger, one of the chief or- 
ganizers, has Mimi Kelly currently 
in his Kornman’s' Back Room 
which has become one of Cleve- 
land’s most popular intimate spots 
During past year it brought in 


Juanita Hall, Ada Moore and Greta | 


Keller and did turnaway biz with 
them. After her run here, Miss 
Kelly, who has been singing the 


“South Pacific” lead in tent straw- | 


hats, will move into Akron’s Pent- 
house Room with Eddie Ryan as 
pianist. 

Arthur, making periodic mission- 
ary trips to this area, said he ex- 
pects to sell “Operation Intime”’ to 
restaurateurs in Pittsburgh, St. 
Louis, Columbus, O., and several 
others who have expressed interest 
in project. 


D.C. Sheraton-Park Now . 
‘Only Hotel in World With 


Built-In Train Service’ 


Washington, Aug. 7. 

Showmanship takes novel forms 
in the battle between the nation’s 
growing major hotel chains. 

Latest credit goes to the Shera- 
ton chain for the “Cherry Blos- 
som Special,” just installed at the 
Sheraton-Park, Washington’s 
est hotel which spreads over 
acres of ground. 

The Cherry Blossom Special is 
being promoted here “the 
world’s newest short-line railroad.” 
It is a private, miniature, rubber- 
tired train which travels over a 
specially laid asphalt “track” cir- 
cling the hotel grounds. Opera- 
tion includes a_ toy-town diesel 
type locomotive and two open 
possenger cars seating a total of 
27. Route goes by the hotel’s out- 
door swimming pool, parking lot, 
front entrance, the apartment an- 
nex, tennis courts, the new ball- 
room in the rear of the Sheraton- 
Park and the garage entrance. 
Train travels at a maximum speed 
of 13 miles per hour 

Sheraton-Park ec] 


16 


as 


the 
with 


1ims it is 
only city hotel in the world 
“built-in train service.” 


St. Loo Cracks Down 
On 5 Downtown Spots 


St. Louis, Aug. 7. 
Operators of five small down- 
town bistros last week drew two- 


day suspensions trom Excise Com- 
missioner Arthur H. Bader after 
cops testified on various violations. 
In one, Dublin Viilage, indecent 
dancing was permitted, according 
to the cops. 

That spot and another in the 
same area are operated by Joseph 
Orlando. 


larg- | 


Play’ Intime Circuit 


+ 





| 


Dot Lamour to Play 
Versailles, N. Y., in Nov. 


Dorothy Lamour has been signed 
for her first N.Y. stand in many 
years. She goes into the Ver- 
sailles, N.Y., around Nov. 19, after 


Sept. 19. Miss Lamour has worked 
vauders in New York previously, 
and recently has confined her 
dates to niteries and tv. 

The Versailles will go on a name 
policy next season for the first 
time in several years. Spot has 
been playing units for some time, 
excepi for the breaks when Miss 
| Piaf worked there 
|}are going on for 
| play that spot. 
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Boston Niteries 
‘In Facelift; LQ 
May Be Reopened 


Boston, Aug. 7. 


Hub niteries, shuttered for the 
summer, are getting an extensive 
facelifting looking toward fall 
openings. Biggest innovations are 
going on at Blinstrub’s 1,700-seater 
where $65,000 worth of work is be- 
ing done, including a new lighting 
system, new stage, new foyer and 
decor. 

The new stage will have stair- 
ways down to the dance floor. Stan- 
ley Blinstrub plans to reopen La- 
| bor Day with a produced show and 
has been dickering with Georgie 
Hale, who did “Red, Hot and Blue.” 
|For the upcoming season, Blin- 
| Strub has already signed Guy Lom- 
| bardo and Marguerite Piazza. 





the run of Edith Piaf. who starts | 


Discussions | 





| 








| time to time as 


Liberace Show in Vegas 
Postponed to Nov. 14 


Las Vegas, Aug. 7. 


Liberace has set back his return | 


engagement at the Riviera to Nov. 
14, opening a new show, “An Eve- 
ning ‘With Liberace,” for a three- 
week stand. Pianist originally was , 
slated to ‘go into nitery preced- 
ing his upcoming European tour. 

He and brother George embark | 
for London in September for 
series of English bookings which | 
will take him into late October. 





Tee Capades In 


Eoual Editions 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 7. | 
John H. Harris, producer of “Ice 
Capades,” is no 'onger putting out 
a No. 1 and 2 edition, but this sea- 
son will divide his facilities, talent | 
roster and production to float two | 
shows of equal strength and size. | 
This was made possible by the | 
folding of the “Hollywood Ice Re-. 
vue.”” opening up new towns far! 
Harris as well as making more 
personnel available. 
In past, Harris’ main event has | 
been tagged “Ice Capades,” with | 
the junior version traveling as “Ice | 


| 


| 


Capades International.” This year 
for the first time “International” 
is being pulled up to the full stand- 
ard of “Capades.” Heretofore that 
wasn’t possible because the No. 2 
show had to play smaller towns, 
with less seating capacity. Now 
there’s sufficient playing time for 
two big ones. 

It’s Harris’ plans to play each 
edition of his “Capades’” for two 
years, alternating in different 
cities cver that period. For 1956- 
57 shows, he has brought over 12 | 
gold and silver medalists from Eu- | 
rope to augment the ballets and 
plans additional importations from 
foreign skaters 





| achieve those ratings. 


At Joe and Max Schneider's 
| Steuben’s, new decor is being in- 
stalled. Plans call for a roll-out | 


stage which will come from under 
the bandstand, new lights, new 
sound system and new draperies. 

Efforts are being made to reopen 
the shuttered Latin Quarter for 
the coming season and guessing is 


going on as to who will take over | 


the club, dark for the past year. 
Interest in opening the spot has 
been expressed by Johnny Howard, 
Florida comic who is a frequent 
Hub visitor and holds the longrun 
record at the Bradford Roof. 

Unless the Latin Quarter is re- 
opened, Hub will have only three 
supper clubs going, as last season, 
Blinstrub’s, Bradford Roof 
Steuben’s. 


KAYE’S 2-A-DAY KICK 
FOR 4 WEEKS IN CHI 


Two-a-day seems to be going in 
for a revival. Latest to go for a 
variety show in a legit* house is 
Danny Kaye, who signed to do 
four weeks at the Shubert Thea- 
tre, Chicago, starting Sept. 5, fol- 
lowing his one-weeker at the Car- 
ter Barron Amphitheatre, Wash- 
ington, where he goes in Aug. 21 
for one week. Latter date is a quick 
repeat, Kaye having done a two- 
weeker there for a gross of $160,- 
000 There’s possibility he will 
play a Boston legit house after 
Ch 

Kaye is the second to announce 
plans fo. for the fall 
season Judy Garland will do a 
minimum eight weeks at the Pal- 
ace, N.Y., starting Sept. 20 


icago 
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J . . . 
ick Dickering 1-Niters 
t Singer Billy Eckstine is negoti- 
| ating one-nighters 
‘with promoter Morris Levy, 
erator of Birdland, N. Y., and who 
has been active in the one-nighter 
field lately. Tour under discus- 
sion would have Eckstine on the 
|road for four and a half weeks in 


for a series of 


| ing Feb. 15, after which he'll lay 
| off for three weeks or so and re- 
| sume on the Coast for 11 consecu- 
' tive days. 

| Possibility is that Eckstine will 
,take some cafe dates during the 
i layoff period. 


One “Ice Capades” opens 10-day 
engagement outdoors at Forbes 
Field here Aug. 17 while the other 
is tuning up in Atlantic City—for 
preem at Madison Square Garden 
next month, 


Stagehands’ Nix May | 
Snell Doom of Vaude 
At Ex-Bigtime Chicago 


Inability to get together with the 
local stagehands’ union has forced 





|cancellation of a disk jockey stage- 


and | 


show which was to have started | 
next Friday (17) at the Chicago 


Theatre, Chicago. Failure to come 
to agreement with the grips indi- 
ca‘es that vaude shows are out of 
that house permanently. 

Deal had been in the works for 
a show to be headed by Howard 
Miller. General Artists Corp. had 
been dickering for the unit, when 
agreement was sought with the | 
union, which had been seeking an 
increase in the $2.26 hourly rate. 
Inability to come to terms forced 
cancellation of the deal. 

Until the breakdown in negotia- 
tions, there was the possibility that 
stagers might resume at the Chi 


| theatre, if not on a permanent bas- 


is, at least on spot deals when suit- 
able attractions become available. 
It's understood that deals have 


| been made with other unions, had 


matters cleared with the _ stage- 
hands. 
The’ Chicago Theatre had been 


the last Windy City outlet for big- 
time vaude. Until two years ago, it 


had been one of the few regulars 
on the variety circuit, but then a 
flock of big pictures forced out 


stageshows, and since then, paucity 


of headliners coulped with high 
prices made vaude a sparse item 
|in that house. Bookings for this 


Op- | 





house were by Harry Levine out of 


New York. 


Old Dayton, O., Burley 


To Become Parking Lot 
Dayton, O., Aug. 7. 

The Mayfair Theatre, local bur- 

lesque house, which opened in 1876 

as the Gebhart Opera House, will 


‘ | be razed to make way for a 120- 
ithe east, south and midwest start- | 


car. paved parking lot in downtown 
Dayton. This will mean removal 
of a statue of a Greek goddess at 
the top of the theatre building. A 
landmark for all that time. 

The Gebhart Opera house was 
known as the Park and the Lyric 
before it became the Mayfair. 


|made by a special 


| aS 


| any group. 
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Indie Agents Feel Majors Clamping 


Down In Crowded One-Niter Field 


+ 
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Zsa Zsa, Adams, Kelly 
For LQ’s Unit in Vegas 


Lou Walters, Latin Quarter, 
N. Y., boniface who produces units 
periodically for the Las Vegas 
trade, is going all-out on his new- 
est edition which will open at the 
Riviera there Sept. 12. Zsa Zsa 


| 


| committee 


Gabor, Joey Adams and Al Kelly | 


have been booked in that tab 


which will stay for four weeks and | 


options at that hostel, and then 
move on, possibly to Reno and 
elsewhere. Booking was made by 


| The 


Cass Franklin, who heads the Lou | 


Walters Enterprises Inc. 


In former years, most of Wal- 
ters’ LQ units have 
Desert Inn. Last year he did one 
show for the Dunes Hotel, Las 
Vegas, shortly before its takeover 
by Jack Entratter, who has since 
relinquished that inn 
trate on the neighboring Sands 
Hotel. 


Bingo, Radio-TV 
- Lotteries, Etc., On 





The Pan in Can. 


| is finding. it tough to get a firm 


Disaster for big bingo games, | 
radio and tv lotteries, filmer “‘foto- | 
| nites’ and several other types of | 
'take-a-chance activities could re-| 
sult 


Ottawa, Aug. 7. 


if recommendations from a 
report made to Parliament in Otta- 
wa became law. The report, which 
also recommends a federal okay on 
midways at agricultural fairs (in- 
cluding the Canadian National and 
Central Canada Exhibitions), 
joint Senate- 
Commons committee probing 
well as Canada’s capital 
corporal punishment regulations. 
It will not be dealt with during the 
current session of Parliament, due 
for a mid-August halt, and will not 
come before Parliament until its 
next session at the earliest. 

Service clubs, Canada’s major 
bingo operators, called sudden ses- 
sions to mull the recommendations, 
which would put a $5,000 ceiling 
on the retail value of prizes offered 
in a single year for bingo games by 
Bingo games have net- 
ted some service clubs nearly 
$200,000 each annually. The com- 
mittee urged a parallel ban on 
joint lotteries designed to swerve 
around the ceiling. 

Other recommendations: 

Elimination of professional lot- 
tery promoters by eliminating their 
(Continued on page 55) 


‘GUYS & DOLLS’ WANTED 
BY L.V. NEW FRONTIER 


Sammy Lewis, talent buyer for 
the New Frontier and the Riviera, 
Las Vegas, spent the early part of 
the week in New York trying to 
line up rights and talent for a cut 





edition of “Guys and Dolls,” the 
Frank Loesser musical, which he 
would put into the New Frontier 


for a comparatively long run start- 
ing Sept. 20. 

Lewis is attempting 
assortment of names, 
Britton, to do 


to get an 


Pamela the Vivian 


| Blaine role (Miss Blaine is now in 


“Hatful of Rain’); Robert Alda, in 
the original; Phil Foster, and Jack 


| Prince, among others. 


The club date and convention 
field is beginning to show signs of 
overcrowding. Many of the indie 
agents: who went into the casual 
field following the foldo of vaude 
are finding that there are a con- 
siderable number of bidders for 
every job, the cost of entertaining 
members (who award 
the jobs) is getting higher and the 


| danger of major offices walking off 


with all the top accounts becomes 
increasingly greater. 

The plight of the indie agent in 
the club field is believed to stem 
from his inability to obtain any 
degree of control over name acts. 
majors having the bulk of 
them can hold onto the top draws 
for shindigs their own office is 


| booking. 


played the, 
} 


| 


to concen-/| go after the account on 


| 
| 
' 


| vaude 


Was | 
for | 


more than two years into lotteries | 
and | 


including | 


The name acts have been a key 
to the situation, according to the 
indies. Should an individual agent 
call up a major for a topliner, the 
indie says there's always’ the 
Canger that the large office will 
its own, 
And says the independent, if, it 
isn’t done immediately, there's 
always the possibility that it will 
be done for the following year. 
The followup system in some ot- 
fices is in good shape. 

As a result of the fierce competi- 
tion, the profits in the club and 
convention field are being pared. 
Various offices have had to get a 
more expensive brand of talent and 
at the same time, haven't been able 
to charge higher sums. 

Conventions are, of course, the 
more lucrative field, but the indie 


foothold on that type of date be- 
cause of his dependence upon the 
major for names. As it now stands, 
the club and convention field is one 
of the few outlets left for the indie 
who formerly depended on the 
business. They are finding 
the overall problems to be similar. 





Ban on Impersonators 


Upheld in Miami Beach; 
2 Sentenced and Fined 


Miami Beack, Aug. 7. 


Miami Beach ordinance banning 
femme impersonators from = ap- 
pearing in local night clubs was 
upheld in a Dade County Circuit 
Court test this week. Judge Raj 
Pearson ruled that a performer 
and operator of Club Benni must 
serve a 30-day sentence and pay 
violation fines of $100 and $159 
imposed March 11 by the Munici- 
pal Court. 

The pair, Jack (Ricky Renee) 
Renner and Ben Nedelle, had ap- 
pealed the lower court convictions. 
In turning down ,the appeal Judge 
Pearson said “private rights and 
interests of performers who spe- 
cialize in impersonating females 
must give way to the public tn- 
terest and welfare.” In his decision 
he also observed that “the liquor 
business is one of those affected 
with public interest and subject to 
any reasonable regulation.” 

Renee in recent months has been 
featured at the Stork Room in 
London, owner Al Burnett having 
booked him while here on a talent- 
buying tour last season. The Cir- 
cuit Court ruling may be appealed 
by Nedelle to the state Supreme 
Court. The ordinance specificalis 
rules out the wearing of female 
clothing and does not apply to 
those acts which do takeoffs 01 
show biz distaffers and in-the-news 
personalities 


Organist Ethel Smith’s 
Strawhats to Niteries 
Organist Ethel Smith, who has 
temporarily forsaken niteries for 4 
legit fling at the Starlight Thea- 


| tre, Pawling, N.Y., has been booked 


This would be the second run of for a two-week stand at the Maison- 


, the Loesser musical in the gaming 
'spa. The Royal Nevada staged a 
full-length version of that show a 
| couple of years ago. Legit musicals 
iare not new to Las Vegas since 
| several briefies played there, but 
| bulk of them weren’t too success- 
|ful. “Guys and Dolls” however, 
| was regarded as a success despite 
ithe fact that its running time of 
| more than two hours is said to 
| have kept a lot of players ma- 
| Soe in the nitery room and 
away from the casino, 





ette of the Hotel Pierre, N.Y., be- 
ginning Oct. 4. She'll debut her 
new act there consisting of flam- 
enco guitaring and singing. Her 
organ workover will be relegafed 
to the encore spot. 

Also on Miss Smith's sked is 2 


Nov. 3-4 date with the newly 
formed Milwaukee (Wis.) Sym- 
phony-Pop concerts. This week 


she’s appearing at Pawling in 
“Roomful of Roses.” She made 
her acting debut there last week 
in “Chalk Garden.” 


“T, | 


ni 
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AGVA to Arena Mors.: Circus Picket 
To Continue; Show Seeks A.C. Dates 


Switch by Ringling Bros 
Barnum & Bailey Circus to indoor 
arenas next season will cause no 
shift in strategy by the American 


Guild of Variety Artists which 
along with the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, had 


peen picketing the show at all its | 


stops this season. 

In a letter to the Arena Man- 
agers Assn. the union has said that 
it will continue to picket the cir- 
cus unless it comes to terms with 
both unions. 


The letter came to AMA on the 
eve of a meeting of its members 
at Convention Hall, Atlantic City, 
which started yesterday (Tues.) 
and in which the possibility of 
booking the Ringling show was 
slated for discussion. 


The AGVA letter brings to the 
AMA two facets of booking the 
Ringling circus. In addition to 
courting picket lines, unless some 
settlement is made, the advisability 
of abandoning sponsored indoor 
circuses, which have been annuals 
in some of the arenas, in favor of 
a Ringling show, unsponsored, will 
be debated. AMA isn’t expected to 
make any hard and fast rule on 
this matter, but every facet will be 
discussed and each arena manager 
will decide the issue on the basis 
of the situation in his community. 


Thus far, it’s known, many of 
the arena operators are interested 
in the Ringling show. Since it’s 
fold and the announcement by cir- 
cus prexy John Ringling North 
that the show would go indoors in 
airconditioned arenas, Many oper- 
ators have been inquiring. Subject 
will get a complete airing at the 
AMA confab. 


July-August Shutout 
Atlantic City, Aug. 7. 


Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey | 


Circus is seeking dates at big Con- 
vention Hall here next year, when 
it will assume a new format and 
appear in auditoriums and halls in- 
stead of under its big tents. How- 


ever, there is little chance of the | 


circus getting July or August dates. 

Convention Hall manager Philip 
FE. M. Thompson, in acknowledging 
that he had received a letter from 
the circus requesting information, 
said the hall is now occupied dur- 
ing July and August by the Na- 
tional Hardware Show and “Ice 
Capades,” the latter playing the 
final six weeks of the season while 
the former is in for a week with 
several days necessary in between 
on rearrangements. 

“We could squeeze the circus in 

for a couple of days in April, May 
or early June,’ Thompson said. “I 
aon’t think the town would want 
the circus for more than a couple 
of days off-season because it takes 
too much money away.” 
With letter from circus came one 
om the American Guild of Vari- 
y Artists which notified the hall 
management that the circus was 
still on the “unfair list” and would 
be picketed if it played here, 


{ 
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Plenty Cocoanuts 
For Grove Talent 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Business is so good at the Cocoa- 
nut Grove, despite a general down- 
around the country, that the 
four attractions have chalked 
sufficient draw to go into per- 
lages, 
Dorothy Shay, who winds her 
cond week tonight (Tues.), was 
nManded a percentage check at end 
of her first stanza in room, to con- 
Unue the consecutive run of over- 
ages which room has_ enjoyed. 
Previously, the Four Aces, Janis 
Paige and Gordon MacRae, in that 
order, collected a slice of the take 
over and above their guarantees. 

Earlier this year, the Champions 
and Lena Horne both went into 
Peecee on their stints. 


¢ f 


cel 


Sé 





Tony Martin’s 1-Niters 
Chicago, Aug. 7. 

Music Corp. of America is cur- 
rently booking a series of one- 
niters in the midwest for a package 
to be toplined by Tony Martin. 

A series of 10 dates, beginning 
Oct. 10, is being lined up. 


and + 





Langford-Evinrude-Wick 
Pards in Splendex Co. 


| Singer Frances Langford, her 
| husband, Ralph Evinrude, whu’s a 
|manufacturer of marine equip- 
‘ment, and Charles Wick have 
{formed a general partnership for 
| the’ operation of Splendex Enter- 
| prises, which will invest in various 
_types of enterprises, including tal- 
lent. Wick is a general partner 
| and the Evinrudes are limited part- 
| ners. Each of the limitec part- 

ners has invested $50,000, and an 

overcall-of funds not to exceed 

$200,000 each is written into the 
| partnership. 

Wick, for many years a personal 
manager and who has been pro- 
ducing telefilms, is lining up a 
series of projects for the new firm. 





R-B Acts Pending 
AGVA Clearance 


The Clyde Beatty Circus, which 
dropped out of circulation earlier 
this season because of failing box- 
office and assorted difficulties, is 
attempting to sign many of the 
performers who had been working 
with the Ringling Bros. and Bar- 


foldo several weeks ago in Pitts- 
burgh. 

Steve McCloskey, now in charge 
of the Beatty outfit, is currently 
performers with the American 
iGuild of Variety Artists. Per- 
formers who had been with the 
circus are currently on the union’s 
unfair list and will be given per- 
mission to work only if they make 
larrangements to pay the $2,000 
fine decreed by the union’s na- 
tional board. Original penalty car- 
ried a six month suspension which 


the fine is guaranteed. 


BILLY DANIEL’S HEAVY 
TERP SKED IN GERMANY 


Berlin, Aug. 7. 








Riley’s Tees Off Spa’s 
Race Season With Acts 


Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 7. 





| 


Riley’s Theatre Restaurant, on 
Saratoga Lake, opened for the rac- 
ing season Saturday (4), with a no 


| cover and no minimum. First show, 


— the Girl Friends,” had Prin- 


year. It is the only “famed” one | the local riverfront next month. A 
|/now operating here with a floor-| huge stage is being readied 


| show. Newman’s Lake House con- | front of the Old Cathedral for the 


cess Yasmina, Egyptian dancer, 
headlining. Other acts are the 
Three Galanes, Wells & 4 Fays, 
Helen Vernon Trio, Ed Farby, Dick 


Bernie & Stanley Montfort and a| 


line. Noel Sherman is producer. 
Joe Condulla Trio and the 4 Mon- 
treal Cats entertain in the lounge. 


Spot has a liquor license this 


'tinues as a restaurant. 





-CNE Sets Acts 
For 4006 Bill 





Clyde Beatty Woos 


num & Bailey Circus before its | 


attempting to clear some of the| 


would be voided once payment of | 


Toronto, Aug. 7. 


With a $400,000 budget for the 
fortnight’s run (last year the b.o. 
take was §560,000 at $3.50 top), 
Jack Arthur, executive producer of 
the 24,000-seat grandstand shows 
at the Canadian National Exhibition 
here, has lined up all his acts for 
|the engagement (Aug. 24 to Sept. 
8 and no Sunday performances). 
|He has started rehearsals of his 
60-girl line with their 18 male part- 
ners, a mixed chorus of 30, and his 
60-piece orch, latter under the di- 
rection of Howard Cable. 


For the first time in his five 
years’ association with CNE, Ar- 
thur will be directing the entirely 
different productions for the after- 
'/noon and evening sessions, his pre- 
{vious chore being the evening 
| spectacular. 


| This year, the afternoon show 
will be headed by Gene Autry, 
| with Gail Davis 
Autry’s horses, Champion and Lit- 
tle Champion, plus other perform- 
ing equines; the 
square dancers; the Cass County 





Boys, western instrumentalist and | 
vocal group; Barbara Bardo, girl | 
& Melody | 
There will also be 


roper; Carl 
Ranch orch. 
five circus turns, 


Cotner 


Wetzel, one-man-show harmonica 


player of European revues; Bobby | 
Three | 


| Wynters, pantomimist; the 
| Deuces, vocal trio; Fred Barber, 
i Gaudsmith Bros., 


impressionist; 
the Three Merkys, Goldilocks & 


That German producers are find-| pears (Clauson’s), Lola Dobritch 
|ing it more and more essential to | the Goetchis. 


For the big produc- 


| use foreign artists for their inter- | tion numbers, Arthur will use such 


; American choreographer Billy 
Daniel. Latter is currently work- 
|}ing here (Arthur Brauner’s CCC 
studios) on two pix, “You Are Mu- 


sic,’ a Caterina Valente tinter 
|(Eastmancolor), and “Music Pa-| 
|rade,’”’ a b&w musical starring | 


| Swedish Bibi Johns. 
Daniel did the 
“Bonjour, 


Before these, 
choreography for 
| Kathrin,” another Ca- 
| terina Valente film, and also ‘Girl 
| With Bad Memory” and “Kiss Me 
} 


Again.” That means that within 
nine months, he has worked on 
five German pix, a record which 
| undoubtedly makes him Germany’s 
| busiest film choreographer at pres- 
ent. He’s been signed for a num- 
| ber of more German productions, 
including all forthcoming Valente 
musicals. 
| Daniel’s 


close connection with 


ee 


| Miss Valente dates back to 1954 in | 


| Hollywood when she appeared in 
| Colgate’s NBC-TV show, “Comedy 
| Hour.” Daniel did the show’s 
| dances. Before that, he had main- 
| ly been under Paramount contract, 
| doing a number of the “Road” pix 
with Hope-Crosby-Lamour, and 
also worked for 20th-Fox (‘‘Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes’) and RKO 
(‘The French Line’’), 


Fisher’s Dual 1-Niters 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Eddie Fisher will do a _ one- 
nighter at the California State 
Fair, Sacramento, Sept. 1, immedi- 
ately after his Hollywood Bowl 
date. Singer expects to wind his 
initial film, “Bundle of Joy,” this 
week and will then rest for a short 
time before prepping his return to 
the air on his “Coke Time’”’ tele- 
show Aug. 29. 

Holivwood Bowl date is Sept. 1, 
a Saturday, with the Sacramento 








date on the following day. 


nationally still’ not so successful | dancers as Nirska, the Stuart Mor- 
musical features is evidenced by gan group, Alan & Blanche Lund. 


Choreographers are Midge Arthur 
and the Lunds. 





Hugh Heller was named 
|chief of MCA’s Frisco office 
week, 


new 
last 





| 
| 


The New York hotel booking 
picture‘ seems to _ indicate 
there’s a stock company making 
the rounds of the inns. Bulk of the 
names booked for the forthcoming 
season are no strangers to the 
hostel circuit. Most are on repeat 
dates: Pattern changed _  consid- 
erably last season when many 
rooms took a number of chances on 


| some fresh faces. Majority of them 





worked out well. This season, how- 
ever, a picture of repeats is setting 
in. at least for the early part of the 
season, 

The 
ample, 
Espana following Ted Lewis, who 
closes Aug. 13. They’ll stay until 


Waldorf-Astoria, for ex- 


the Starlight Roof. 


will resume at that inn when veepee 
Claude C. Philippe returns from 
Europe. 

The Persian Room of the Plaza 
Hotel preems with Lisa Kirk on 
Sept. 13 and then follows with 
Eartha Kitt, who’ll play her first 
hotel date on Oct. 11 for four 
weeks. 
this room Nov. 8 for five weeks. 


\lead dancer in the spectacle show 


(Annie Oakley), | 


Promenaders, | 


Other acts inked for both after- | 
noon and evening shows include | 
Richard (Mr. Pastry) Hearne; Jean | 


N.Y. Hotel Season Has ‘Old Faces’ 


Returning for Upcoming Season 


that | 


is playing Los Chavales de | 


| value for a genteel type of spender. 
Bookings | 


Los Chavales then come to | 








Name Anita Alvarez As 
Choreo for St. Loo Spec 


St. Louis, Aug. 7. 
| Anita Alvarez, New York, will | 
direct the choreography and be the 


to be presented during the Mid- 


|America Jubilee presentation on 


in 


|nightly shows. 

| Stanley Herbertt has_ been) 
;chosen as an assistant to Miss Al- 
/varez and also will be the lead 
|male dancer. The production, with 
|lyrics and music by Norman Zeno, 
/will be tagged “Gateway to the 
| West” and will unfold an original 
| story of the historical significance 
of the development of the west. 


! 
| 


N.Y. Garden Rodeo 








| e * 
Hits Dog Days Via 
Rin Tin Tin St 

The paucity of rodeo headliners 
| has been stressed more strongly 
'than ever with the announcement 
| by Madison Square Garden, N.Y., 
that its annual World’s Champion- 
| ship Rodeo starting Sept. 26 would 
| be headlined by Rin Tin Tin and 
| the Collins Kids, latter a pair of 
| youngsters who have appeared on 


| several video shows. Neither Gene 
| Autry nor Roy Rogers, who have 


Raye and a 
|show, Norman Schuyler, who for 





| headlined the Garden roundups for 
a number of years, will be avail- 
able this year to the N.Y. spot 
There’s_ still possibility that 
Garden officials will be able to put 
| more names on top of those already 
| booked, but nothing has presented 
itself thus far, even after a fairly | 
thorough looksee of availabilities. 
Although possibilities of a big 
gate are diminishing because 


going up. 


money will run to about $100,000. 


’ | 

Freed’s R ’n’ Repeat 
Alan Freed, holder of the 
time record of $204,000 for 10 days 
at the Brooklyn Paramount, 
repeat his rock ’n’ roll show in a 
nine-day stand at that house start- 
ing Aug. 29. He’ll have Big Joe 
| Turner, Fats Domipo, Teen-Agers 
|and others in his retinue. | 
Freed, WINS deejay, is the great 
white father of the controversial 
rock ’n’ roll cult. He’s in on 

percentage deal, 





a 


to be actively on the search for 
new talent. Booker Stanley Melba 
comes in: with an Italian import, | 
Caterina Valente, who made some | 


hit disks with Ernesto Lecuona | 
tunes. She preems at the refur-| 
bished Cotillion Room Sept. 25 or 


Oct. 2. Lilo, a newcomer last sea- 
son on the hotel circuit, is set for 
a January stand. The St. Regis 
gets a familiar item on Sept. 6 
when Connie Moore comes in for 
four weeks. No others pacted as 
yet. 

The hotels seemingly are operat- 
ing within self-imposed limitations. | 


| Bulk of the inns are seeking per- | 
the end of the summer season at | 
Harry Bela- | 
|fonte preems the Empire’ Room 
| Sept. 20 for six weeks. 


formers with a certain built-in chic | 
and sophistication as well as name | 


For that reason, they stick fairly 
| closely to singers and occasionally 
|a dance team as featured perform- | 
ers. Under these restrictions, it’s | 
frequently been very difficult to | 
round out a season. Last season, 
with some new faces clicking, it 
was felt that the search for new | 
faces would be accelerated this | 
year. However, it hasn’t worked 


| out that way with bulk of talent, 
The Pierre continues, however, , set so far. 


| 


of | 
the failure to come up with a top| 
headliner, the costs of rodeos are} Owner Harry Mufson is busy filling 
The run this season will | 
be for 28 performances and prize | 


| brought 


will | 


Quick Miami Beachcomber Foldo 
Hints Gloom for Non-Hotel Cafes 


oe 


By LARY SOLLOWAY 


Miami Beach, Aug. 7. 


Scheduled for a four-week run, 
the Beachcomber folded Saturday 
(4) after two weeks of unsuccess- 
fully trying to buck the stiff com- 
petition from hotel cafes. Shutter- 
ing of the 900-seater—perhaps 
permanently—may well mark final 
blow to plans of operators con- 
templating running an independ- 


ent night club this winter. 


Despite marquee lure of Martha 
strong supporting 


years has been in the van of the 
big salary operators in booking 
triple-name lineups to meet. the 
growing hotel-cafe inroads, found 
lessening in attendance after a 
strong opening weekend. He ex- 
perienced the same in-the-red re- 
sults with his biggest “in season” 
array: Sophie Tucker, Frankie 
Laine and Buddy Hackett, who also 
closed prematurely to cap a near- 
disastrous winter run. 


Question now is whether Schuy- 
ler will renew his lease on the 
biggery. Neighboring Copa City 
has been dark for over two years; 
Ciro’s, just around the corner, 
gave up recently after trying with 
Frank Parker. Only the Latin 
Quarter’s Lou Walters has an- 
nounced any definite plans to re- 
light come mid-December. The 
Vagabonds Club is the only spot 
on the mainland still running, 
thanks to the quartet’s ownership- 
operation which allows them to 
budget within the profit side of the 
ledger when booking acts to sup- 
port. The Clover Club has long 
been dark and, as of now, stands 
little chance of reopening as a big 
name location. 

All the patron activity is now 
along oceanfront row. Top names 
must look to hotel bookings this 
winter with the Fontainebleau, 
Eden Roc and the new Americana 
high bidders; the Versailles cafe, 
newly under lease to Monte Gard- 
ner, is a late entry. Eden Roe’s 
winter book is almost filled with 


| Harry Belafonte leading the pack 


beginning Christmas for two-week- 
ers, and Nat (King) Cole, Johnnie 
Ray and Joe E. Lewis to follow. 


out the rest of the heavy 12-week 
seasonal height. Fontainebleau has 
Tony Martin, with bids out for the 
better knowns; the Americana has 
in Stanley Melba, long- 
time maestro-booker for the Pierre 


q}}- | Hotel in Manhattan, to set up its 


roster. Thinking here seems to be 
along the “society” patronage line 
what with the newery located in 


the swank Bal Harbour sector— 
land dittoing of the type of acts 
used by Melba at his previous 


| post. 


The Versailles is going after such 


acts as Ella Fitzgerald and others 
| with heavy dough offers. Sans 
Souci is set with its intime Blue 


Sails Room returning Myron Cohen 


| for three dates spread through the 
| season, Jackie Miles for two, Billy 


Gray and Phil Foster. The Nau- 
tilus, Seville, Lucerne will be in 
the field with middle-bracket per- 
formers Status of Ciro’s and 


aforementioned Beachcomber 


mains in doubt. 


AGVA Taps Barto 
As Outdoor Chief 


Dewey Barto Mann) has 
been named head of the outdoor 
division of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists Sarto, a former 
national executive secretary of the 
union and until his acceptance of 
the outdoor post a member of the 


re- 





(of 


national board, has been active in 
union affairs since 1940. Wilson 
Storey, who headed the Sarasota 


branch, will continue in that post. 

Murray Becker, who was in the 
outdoor branch, takes over the top 
organization spot in St. Louis, suc- 
ceeding Morgan Wayne, who went 
to the Philadelphia office. Jack 
Wilson, who had been heading the 
Philly branch, is currently on sick 
leave. 





Dolly Houston, singer formerly 
with Benny Goodman, Woody Her- 
man and Tommy & Jimmy Dorsey 
bands, has signed with the office 


lof Goldfarb, Mirenberg & Vallon. 
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Vaude, Cafe “wa 


Hollywood 


Willie West & McGinty complete Sue Carson opens _ 
the lineup for the Danny Kaye aS , i ae Trio Pits caw 
show at the Carter Barron Amphi-|jnto the Captain’s Table for indef 
theatre, Washington, starting Aug. — a Paul ones —— = 
‘ arry iels into the Stat-| Crescendo, opens two-wee ate 
“i e — henge ny in Ving Mer- | 5e?Pt. 9 at Retinees NO Galves- 
er, Detroit, Aug. Fo Pag m Bes ton, Tex. ... Louis rima ana 
lin set v4 ‘ = fair vig | Keely Smith current at tee Camber 
arnes & Ca It. se ‘ ra, Las 
anges At his tour of British — | gf * a Gabor “opens 
atres Monday (13) at Birmingham | ¢ oo cek ‘stand at Riviera, Las 








New York 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, Aug. 7. 

Stanley Rausch and Ray (IATSE) 
| Van Buren in from Gotham for the 
| annual 0.0. and checkup, and both 
| drew the all-clear. 
| Frank (IATSE) Morsch in for a 
weekend visit with his wife Ann 
who mastered three stages of sur- 
sery. 
. An orchid to Ruth Norman, su- 
perintendent of nurses at the Will 
Rogers, for over 15 years of faith- 
ful service and her untiring efforts 
to make life worth while for the 
ailing showfolks., 


| Saranac Lake 


, John Siems, clown magician, and | 


Bob (MelHo-Larks) Smith celebrat- 
ed their birthday via a buffet lunch 





Water Show Review 





Aqua Spectacle of 1956 


(EMPIRE POOL, WEMBLEY) 
London, Aug. 1. 
Starring Esther Williams, with 





Lili St. Cyr to the Casino) 


] oyal, Washington, Nov. 30... 
Nella Ates going into Ciro’s, Holly- 
wood, Aug. 17... Ink Spots tapped 
for the Congress Hotel, St. Louis, 
Sept. 17... Pat Matthews due to 
start at Cafe Society Downtown, 
N. Y., tonight (Wed.) 


Diego, Aug. 23... 


Nov. 5. 





Chicago 


The Quarter Notes replacing the | Crystal, 


Stylers in current show 


Black Orchid 
playing midwest 


fairs through 


Sept. 15. . . Nino Nanni into the | Roesch has signed the Platters for | 


Radisson Hotel, Minneapolis, Oct. 
18-Nov. 7... Eddie Peabody open- 
ing at the Congress Hotel, St. 
Louis, Monday (13) for two frames 

. Ted Lewis plays the Desert 
Inn, Las Vegas, Nov. 20-Dec. 17 
._. . Mary Kaye Trio set for the 
Ko-Ko Club, Phoenix, Nov. 7-27 

. Lucille & Eddie Reberts set 


for the Statler Hotel, Detroit, Oct. | 
. Josephine Premice gets | 
the Ed Sullivan tv 


8-21 
two shots on 
show in October. 


. DeeP supper club continues to engage | 
River Boys booked for Quebec, 'stars for August and September.| who graduated 
Oct. 29 at the Oyster Barrel . . -|Currently in the headline slot is 
Roberta Linn goes into Top’s, San| Joni James . 
. Steak Ranch, | 
Atlanta, has pencilled in Ben Blue ‘followed by Dorothy Lamour for | 
for Oct. 15 and Olsen & Johnson one frame. . 


Vegas, Sept. 12, in revue scripted | and party. 
by Jack Brooks. with top honors, 


Wildwood, N. J. 


Osear Garrigues’ Mancr Hoiel 


editor of the Sporting News, St. 
Louis, for keeping us shut-ins post- 
ed on the sporting world. 
Patricia Pritchard, cashier 
Beacon (Brandt) Theatre, N. 
here in 1953, is 
- sending out announcements of her 
, . Opening Sunday | coming marriage. She fully re- 
for a week is Kitty Kallen, gained her health here. 
Bill Haley’s Comets | Murray Weiss pone | Rican 
° ys ‘in from Boston an otham, re- 
return Aug. 31 for the Labor Day | spectively, for the regular quarter- 
period Lillian Roth playing | jy inspection of the Will Rogers 
her first Wildwood engagement | Hospital, which now flashes a new 
this week at Ben Martin’s Club| paint job inside and outside, new 
Bolero. Show includes Danny joyunge room equipment that in- 
Bobby Joyce & Ginger, | cjudes a stage for theatrical en- 





- 


(12) 


at the! Kaye Gorham chorus and m.c. Bob | tertainment and the biweekly talk- 
Harmonicats | London. 


Next up will be Steve | jing pictures, modern improvement 
Lawrence, Pat Boone, Vagabonds | for cor laboratory and X-ray room. 
and ‘Teresa Brewer . Harry Julius Zolner in from New York 
. . ‘for a weekend bedside chat with 
10 days starting Friday (10) at the | pis frau, who is going through the 
Beachcomber. The Clovers bow in ordeal of thoracoplasty operations. 


Aug. 20 for a week, followed by | He took time out to entertain the 
ithe Ravens and the Jayhawks. . © toom 


-| bed patients with his singing, gui- 
Trenier Twins with the Gene Gil-| a pe harmonica Aan orgy ° 
beaux band move out to Lake | write to those who are ill. 
Tahoe after six-week run at the| 
Beachcomber. 


Lovers and Niurray Schatts Aristo. ALLENTOWN FAIR SLOTS 
LOMBARDO AND NAMES 


September period... Jo Ann 
Tolley and the Pagets, English | 
Allentown, Pa., Aug. 7. 
The Allentown Fair is going in 





dance team, have joined the revue | 
at Lou Booth’s Chateau Monterey | 


A salute to J. G. Taylor Spink, | Bertram 








| 


|Jack Dodds, Herman Boden, Bill 
| Damian, Alex Plasschaert, Wisa 
|D’Orso, Sonny Howe, Norma Ar- 
|nould, Millie Maudlin, Edith Mot- 
ridge; Ed Gillen’s Aquabats (5), 
Aqua Dansettes (34), Aqua Skiin- 
mers (4), Aqua Men (20), Aqua 
Danseurs (20), Evy & Everto, Ravic 
& Babs, Janik & Arnaut, Sanimy 


Both are progressing Wilde & Kari-Kari Sisters, Manetti 


Twins; Orch (22) conducted by 
Willis; staging, choreog- 
raphy and direction, Jonathan Lu- 
cas; executive producer, Ben Gage; 


settings and lighting, Sam Leve; 


of | costumes, Motley; Musical’ consult- 
Y.,| ant, Gerald Dolin. At Empire Pool, 


Wembley (London) July 30 for six 
weeks. $2.50 top. 


About the most lavish spectacu- 
lar of its kind ever staged in Eng- 
land, this is financially a “splash” 
affair by any standards, staged at 
an estimated cost of $140,000. The 
junket employs over 200 people 
and after its run here moves to 
New York for a 90-minute presen- 
tation to be networked by NBC-TV 





Liberace Sues Promoters 
Who ‘Stopped’ Checks At 
Akron Rubber Bowl 


Youngstown, O., Aug. 7. 
Liberace, pianist, and his broth- 
er. George, have filed twin lawsuits 
for a total of $17,500 against Gorgie 
& McComb Enterprses Inc. of 
Youngstown, to collect money said 





. Matys Bros. with Gloria Dee 
at the Grenoble . . . Jackie Lee at 
Charlie Johnson’s . . Joe Maize 

Don Adams returns to New York |& Chordsmen at Club Avalon and 
following his stint at Eddys’ here. | Cozy Morley at Lucky Club, 
He’s set for a shot on the Steve — 
Allen show Aug. 19... New bill 


iar ‘Sisarti aa Dave Romaine Hoopla Boomerangs As 
inthe Cate Picardy at Hotel| Presley Packs ’Em In 
Olympia, Miami, 2-Dayer 





Kansas City 





Muehlebach are set till Sept. 10, 
when they return to St. Louis and 
the Embers’ Restaurant, from 
whence they came . . . Ames Bros, Miami, Aug. 7. 

gave the ba ea arm ge A og ot Heralded by biggest local press 
von And’ Cell, Block’ Seven cur. |C°Verage ever devoted to a per- 
rently there stay on for a second | former in this area, Elvis Presley 
week. Stan Kenton is set for a one- | took over the Olympia Theatre for 
nighter there Aug. 16. a two-day (3-4) revival of live 
|Shows in that house and packed 

















ijthe 2,000-seater threugh seven 
COMEDY MATERIAL |Shows at $1.50 per rock 'n’ roll 
For All Branches of Theatricals head. His end of the net was a re- 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 Files $7.00—All 35 issues $25 
Singly; $1.05 per script. 


ported 90%. Notable was absence 
of any riotous demonstrations in- 
side the theatre — the 
| streets outside -causing the most 
trouble for the squad of gendarmes 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ |, assigned to control the 

° red oF ae > > a ry o33 ? nantly femme teen-age crowds. 


@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ || 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.0 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.'s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 





| been an almost overwhelmingly 
|favorable interview reaction, pre- 
shows, turned to near-unanimous 
|condemnation of his activities on- 
stage, his pelvic and knee-actions 
being singled out for caustic com- 
ment by the city-siders who cov 
= ered _his shows. Amusement eds 
were in accord, except for one 
scrivener; all, however, joined 
in admitting that his vocalistics 
;couldn’t be heard for the squeals, 
shouts and. screams that greeted 
him from walkon to finish. Accom- 
panying show was brushed off by 
the attendees. Added act for Pres- 
ley’s show was provided by a con 
tingent of coppers who lined the 
approaches to the stage to fend off 
overenthusiastiec fans. 

Presley could have stayed on all 
week, if it were up to the Olympia 


& 




















’ 


| take this occasion to express my 
gratitude for the continuing confi- 
dence placed in me by my cus- 
tomers and friends in show business. 


JESSE BLOCK 


Registered Representative 
IRA HAUPT & CO. 


Investment Brokers 





501 7th Ave., New York 18, N. Y. | POObahs, but the datebook forced 
LOongacre 5-6262 him out of town Sunday (5) for 
north Florida. 




















VING MERLIN 


and his 
VIOLIN BEAUTIES 











IONIA, MICH. FAIR, Aug. 6-12 Mat.: Jerry Levy - Fred Amsel 











jammed | 


predomi- | 


‘From the press angle, what had | 





SPRINGFIELD, ILL. FAIR, Aug. 13-17 


Direction: Williom Morris Agency 


for name acts this year. 
| bardo’s Royal Canadians will play 


for the stageshow during the fair, | Mahoning County Common Pleas vice, a 


|Sept. 16-22. Other headliners in- 
the Crew Cuts, Lu Ann 
Simms, Hal Sands’ Manhattan 


Rockets, comedian Bobbie Winters 
and Professor Backwards. 
Lombardo will put on a stage 
presentation Sunday afternoon of 
|fair week and also Monday night, 
|the latter replacing the auto thrill 
| program of former years. A stage- 


' 
clude 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


|show of WCAU-TV from Philadel- | 


|phia will be headed by John Fa- 
| cenda, news commentator, with Ed 
|Harvey as emcee. Cowboy Tex 
| Ritter also is on the bill. 


N.Y-LQ Date Holds Up 


British Tour for Laine 


London, Aug. 7. 
Frankie Laine will not be com- 





ing to Britain this autumn after 
all. 

| Weeks of negotiations have been 
'taking place for him to appear 


here, but the snag has been a prior 
booking in October at the Latin 
Quartér in New York. 


ment for him that would satisfy 
the management there and enable 
him to undertake a British tour, 


but this has not been possible. Ac- 
cordingly, the Lew & Leslie 
Grade office is now negotiating 
for Laine to come here next 
April. 





Jean DeMarco (Sisters) 
Hurt But Plays Show 


Jean DeMarco, one of the De- 
Marco Sisters playing the Beverly 
Hills Country Club, Newport, Ky., 
injured as the result of an 


was 


auto accident Thursday (2), when | 


ithe car in which she was riding 
|'with dancer Jody Lawrence hit a 
fire hydrant. Both suffered cuts 
and bruises. 

However, Miss DeMarco was able 
to work that night with her sisters 
although her face was swathed in 
bandages. 





Torme Big in Brit. 


London, July 31. 
Mel Torme, on his first concert 
tour in England, scored heavily in 
his debut at the Gaumont State 
Theatre, Kilburn, Sunday (29). 
Before an audience of more than 
4.000, Torme got a heavy recep- 
tion which resulted in his being 
signed for two more concert dates, 
first to come at the Stoll Theatre, 
Kingsway, Aug. 12, where he’ll be 
on a bill with Ted Heath’s band. 
Torme is presently on a vaude 
jtour in Britain. 


Guy Lom- | 


It was hoped to find a replace- | 


_ to be due them for a concert in 
Akron’s mammoth Rubber Bowl 
} nr ° 

jon July 4. The suits were filed in 


| Court here last Thursday, The peti- 
tion said that Frank Gorgie and 


David McComb still owe the broth- 


ers $17,500 on contracts totalling 


| $34,933 in connection with the 
event. 
| The concert originally was 


planned for Wednesday, July 4, but 


ment until-Friday, Juiy 6. Then, 


the performance, which was part 
of an auto-racing card. The per- 
formers gave the substitute concert 
at no extra charge. 


The suit said that according to 
Liberace was to be 
matinee and 
evening performance, and George 
Half was to 
| be paid at the time of signing the 
the other half was 
tc be paid on the day of the con- 
At the signing, according to 


the contract, 
paid $23,333 for a 


|} was to get $11,600. 


contract and 


cert. 
| the petition, Liberace received the 
$11,666 and George collected $5,833 
representing the first half pay- 
|ments. Payment was by certified 
check. Furthermore, says Liberace, 
on the day of the concert, the 
second half was paid, but payment 
on these checks was stopped im- 
mediately. The Liberace brothers 
want the money, plus interest from 
June 28, according to the petition. 

The two Youngstowners claim to 
have lost $65,000 on the venture. 
Gorgie said he felt the lawsuit was 
a misunderstanding, and possibly 
did not have the backing of Libe- 
|race, whom he tried to reach by 
telephone. 

Meanwhile, several Akron firms 
and the Race Drivers’ Assn. were 
considering whether or not to take 


any action against the two Youngs- 


town promoters who, they say, left 
them stuck with “substantial” tabs 
in the wake of the Akron debacle. 





Lonnie Donegan, British hillbilly 
Singer, has signed Mannie Green- 
field to represent him in the US. 


for another five years. Donegan, 
who recently completed his first 
U.S. tour, is slated for a return 


trek in the spring of 1957. 


on Sept. 29. An extensive Ameri. 
can tour follows, opening in Mont. 
real in October. 


Opening in London at a time 
when the incidence of tourists is 
at its highest, there should hg 
plenty of scope for recouping dur. 
ing the next five weeks. Imag- 
inatively planned, it offers all the 
ingredients necessary for top en. 
tertainment appeal —a_ topflight 
swimming star, a mixture of 
vaudeville and aquabatics, a host 
of bathing belles, a well-turned- 
out dancing troupe and novelty 
gimmicks, making ideal family en- 
tertainment accessible to all in- 
come groups. 

Though the production has not 
undergone any cheeseparing proc- 
ess, the glitter cannot compensate 
for an overlong program. A cut of 
at least 30 minutes of this three- 
hour stint would make an appre- 
ciable difference and weld closer 
together some excellent turns. One 
other moan: there’s naturally a 
limit to what one can do in a 
70-foot circular pool; consequently, 
the swimmers are hampered, 
there’s a sad lack of formation 
swimming and no serious diving, 
The producer surmounts this im- 
pediment by devoting over two- 
thirds of the program to a “dry” 
floorshow which carries the spec- 
tacular smoothly along. When tak- 
ing a too-infrequent dip in the 
pool, Miss Williams shows what a 
glamorous amphibian she is, and 
how easy she makes the backstroke 
look. 

Throughout, the spectacular lives 
up to its description; there’s never 
a letdown in the’ sophisticated 
manner of presentation. Costumes 
and lighting effects add_ their 
sparkle and terra firma dancers 
strike the happy compromise be- 
tween the wet and dry sections of 
the show. Highlights include ex- 
pert displays of slalom in which 
water ski champs Marina Doria. 





bad weather prompted postpone- 


less than 5,000 turned out to hear 


Simon Khouri, Mare Cloutier and 
| Francine Eternod skim around the 
|pool from a central revolving de- 
| breath-catching perform- 
jance of fire-eating by Sammy 
| Wilde in an interesting Inca ritual 
(again rather lengthy) and some 
clever clowning on a low spring- 
board by the Eddig Gillen troupe, 
who supply the only laughter of 
the whole spectacle. Pete. 








Now— 
CASINO PALM BEACH 
NEXT— 
CASINO DE LUCHON 
FRANCE 
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The Home of Show Folk 
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WEEK OF AUGUST 8 


whether full or split week 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss) 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S$) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 


Hall (R) 9 
Corps de Ballet 
Tamara Manookian 
Kathryn Kelly 
Frank Lester 

Ted Monson 
Angelo Nicelli 
Rockettes 

George Sawtelle 
Albert Sturm 
Elliott Reed 


Music 





Raymond Paige Ore 


Palace ‘P) 10 


Berk & Hallow 
Ted Lester 

Milt Douglas Co 
Lilyan Cavel 
Robertes 

Los Zeas | 

Don Cummings 


AUSTRALIA 


NEWTON 


Elizabethan (T) 6 
Philip Stainton 
Percy Marmont 
Noel Howlett 
Richard Beynon 
Nicolette Bernard 
Edward Hepple 
Barbara Wyndon 
Harvey Adams 
Frank Taylor 
Mayne Lynton 
Osmond Wenban 
Victor Lloyd 
Nancye Stewart 
Stewart Finch 
Carole ‘Saylor 


SYDNEY 

Tivoli (T) 6 
Rayes & Faye 
Jack Powell 
B Banks & Part 
Barbour Bros. & 

Jean 

Rib-Aruso 
Bill Finch 
Lawman & Joy 





Barry Rugless 
Robert O'Donnell 
Alwyn Leckie 
Adele Inge 
Lamb & Rahlen 
Barbara Howe 
Reg. Park 

Joe Whitehouse 
Wim de Jong 
Geoff Thorne 
Dorothy Hickey 


NEW ZEALAND 
CHRISTCHURCH 
Majestic (T) 6 
Hite & Stanley 
Howell & Radcliffe 
Ross & La Pierre 
Trio Gipsys 
Salici Puppets 
Neal & Newton 
Laycock & Maureen 
Stuffy Bryant 
Jenny Howard 
Alain Diagora 
Leon Coriez 
Frank Ward 
J McCormack 
Daniel Davey 


BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL Mel Torme 
Palace (I) 6 Toledos 


Albert Modley 

Edna Savage 

M & B Winters 

Francis Langford’s 
Co. 

4 Najarros 

Hollander & Hart 

Paulette & Renee 

Pip Hinton 

Matt Leamore 

Arthur Sumner 
ee apreens 

ab 


Dave King 

Shani Wallis 

Mrs. Shufflewick 

Jones & Arnold 

Warren, Devine & 
Sparks 

Sonny Roy 

Margaret West 

12 Daydreams 

4 King Tones 

Opera House (1) 6 

G & B Bernard 

Eve Boswell 

Freddie Frinton 

Patricia Dahl 

Lane Bros 

Hall, Norman & 
Ladd 

Ghezzi Bros 

BRISTOL 

Hippodrome (M) 6 

Nat Gonella 

Peter Crawford 3 

Margery Manners 

Freddie Harrison 

Susie & Co 

McAndrews & Mills 

BRIXTON 

Empress (i) 6 

Four Grads 

Tony Brent 

Davy Kaye 

H & J Jover 

K & J Suthard 








Peter Sterling 
Sylvia & Audrey 
Wareham & Barbara 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 6 
David Whitfield } 
Valdettes 
George Martin 
Eddie Ash 
Benson Dulay Co 
Iwo Pirates 
Jackie Ross 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 6 
Ruby Murray 
Rey Dixon 
lrommy Fields 
Audrey Jeans 
D & D Remy 
rhe Skylons 
Orly 3 
Belles & Beaux 
Jack Simpson 
Una Stubbs 
Mitchell Singers 
CARDIFF 
New (M) 6 
Dickie Valentine 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Felixio 
Frances Duncan 
r & P Derrick 
bs rpe & Iris 
Winston Foxwell | 
i e Twins 
DERBY 
Hippodrome (M) 6 
Syd Seymour Co } 
Revel & Fields 
De Yong & Delysia 
irebletones | 
CHELSEA | 
Palace (I) 6 
€ H. Elliott 
Hetty King 
Renee Houston 
Randolph Sutton 
Billy Danvers 
Johnson & Clark 
Jil Jayes 
Hal & Wyn Mack 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 6 
Hilltoppers 
Claire 2 


Pamberger & Pam 

Mumford’s Puppets 

Allen Bros & June 

Tex McLeod 

Hill & Billy 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 6 

Joan Regan 

Miles Twins 

Bernard Miles 

David Berglas 

Eleanor Gunter & 
Partner 

Cox Twins 

Duo Russmar 

Peter Quinton 

GLASGOW 





Empire (Mm) 6 


Mereaux & Liliane 
Connor & Drake 
Overbury & Suzzette 
Lionel King 
Courtneys 
Kordas 
COVENTRY 
Hippodrome 1) 6 
Jimmy Young 
Stan Stennett 
Jon Pertwee 
Joan Turner 
Schaller Bros 
Devine & King 
Darmora Ballet 
Valerie Tandy 
George Mitchell 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 6 
David Hughes 
Traversos 
Joe Henderson 
Ron Scott 
Pharos & Marina 
Marie Benson 
Billy Scott 
Don Fox 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 6 
Jerry Colonna 
Lotus & Josie 
Bob Bromley 
Pat Rosa 
Eddie Arnold 
Harry Jacobson 
Archie Glen 
Delicados 
LONDON 
Metropolitan 
Jimmy French 
Muldoon & O’Gray 
Simmy Russ 
Violet Tye 
Grayson Cousins 
Douglas Creek 
Margo Austin 
Kim Leopold 
Terry Shaw 


Co 


a) 6 


MANCHESTER 
Palace ‘M) 6 
Yana 
Grange! 
Morecambe & Wise 
Romaine & Claire 
Walthon & Dorraine 
Max Geldray 
George Meaton 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 6 
Smith Bros 
Murray & Maidie 
Billie Anthony 
Paige & 
Buster Fiddess 
Girl Friends 
M & E Rose 
Trio Warren 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (i) 6 
Tony Dalton ° 
Lisa Le« n 
Ellisa Raye 
Jane Sterling 
Keith Leggett 
Johnnie Firpo 
Ken Palmer 
Martin Cossins 
Cathie Read 
Gary Crossling 
Kay Miller 
rherese 
Katrina 
Hepp Bros 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 6 
Issy Bonn 
J & K Ross 
Sally Barnes 
Darban & Wendy 
Earle & Vaughan 
Joan Rhodes 
Shipway Twins 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (‘M) 6 
David Nixon 
Johnny Stewart 
Reg Varney 
4 Jones Boys 
Aileen Cochrane 
Paula Marshall 
Francois & Zandra 
Bertha Ricardo 


Bros. 


Co 


Godfrey James 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 6 

Ronnie Carroll 

Mayfairs 

Mills & Mitzi 

Carals 


Leslie Welch 
Max Bacon 

Group One 

SOUTHAMPTON 
Grand (1) 6 

Fred Atkins 
Roy Rolland 
Leslie Gunby 
Conita Dawn 
Joan Kay 





| Amin 
| Venus 





Ellis Ashton 

Jackie Ramsay 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 6 

Fred Emney 

3 Balmorals 


} 


Betty Driver 

2 Boris 

Leslie Lester 
Bert Edgar 

2 Mandarinos 
Krandon & Karna 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Angel 
Dick Gautier 
Joey Carter 
Bart Howard 
Jimmy Lyons 

Chateau Madrid 
Helen Aimee 
Carles Valadez Ore 

Copacabana 
Martin w« Lewis 
Conn & Mann 
Introducers 
Gail Robbins 
Bob Travis 
Dorothy Malone 
Douglas Clarke 
Michael Durso Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 

Duplex 
McCormick & Huff 
Bob Dorough 
Ada Moore 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Cedrone & Mitchell 
Ann Jewett 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hot’l H’nry Hudson 
Joan Bishop 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Eddie Lane Orc 

Hote! Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Hotel St. Regis 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Ray Bari Orc 

Latin Quarier 
Olsen & Johnson 
Betty George 
Harmonica Rascals 
Szony & Patti 





Trio Bassi 
Eileen O’Dare 
Jo Lombardi Ore 
B Harlowe Ore 
Park Sheraton 
Alan Logan 
Eddie Layton 
Versailles 
Fashions in Rhythm 
Jerome Courtland 
Lou Nelson 
Susan Brooks 
Buzz Halliday 
Sue Ann Langdon 
Barbara James 
Paula Hayden . 
Bill Heyer 
Tony Rella 
Bob Miller 
Dale Monroe 
Viennese Lantern 


| Margarita Sierra 


Lue Poret 
Ernest Schoen Ore 
Harold Sandler 
Paul Mann 
Village Barn 
Frank Matthews 
Johnny Gilbert 
Vivian Swanson 
Larry McMahon 
Piute Pete 
Harry Ferdel Orc 
Irving Harris 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Los Chavales 
Trini Reyes 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Village Vanguard 
C Williams Trio 
Maxine Sullivan 


CHICAGO 


Black Orchid 
Josephine Premice 
Jimmy Ames 
The Stylers 

Blue Angel 
“Calypso Latina” 
Zoila D’San 
Rafael Ery 
Mighty Panther 
Betty Lewis 
Al D’Lacy Ore 

Bive Note 
Stan Kenton 

Chez Paree 
Spike Jones 

Cloister inn 
Lurlean Hunter 
Donna Brooks 
Pat Moran 4 
Dick Marx 
Johnny Frigo 





Conrad Hilton 
“Wonderful Time” 
Shirley Linde 
Michael Meehan 
Neff & Voss 
Jan Tors 
The Torianis 
D Arnold & Marii 
Virgsnia Sellers 
John Keston 
Boulevar-Dears & 

Boulevar-Dons 
F. Masters Orc 

London House 
Teddy. Wilson 3 

Paimer House 
Muggsy Spanier 
Helen Forrest 
The 3 Houcs 
Kodell 
Charlie Fisk Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel 
Dorothy Shay 


F, Martin Ore 


Bar of Music 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Dick Curtis 
Carlos Noble 
Ruben Moreno Ore 
Biltmore Hotel 
Dave Barry 
Albins (2) 
Alcettys (2) 
Kay Cee Jones 
Hal Derwin Ore 


Ciro-ette Room 
Ann Hathaway 


Scarlett Rebel 





; 


|; Slate Bros. 


Lehrer 
Novy Ore 
Galian Ore 
Crescendo 
Tony Martinez Orc 
Mocambo 
Roberta Linn 
Carl Carelli Trio 
Paul Hebert Orc 
Moulin Rouge 
Frank Parker 
(3) 
Ffolliott Charlton 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 
Statier Hotel 
Stars Over Ice 
Eddy Bergman 
Fajardo Org 


Tom 
Mischa 
Geri 


Rev 
Ore 


LAS VEGAS 

Desert Inn |} Ken Murray 
Gordon MacRae Marie Wilson 
Jackie Miles | Dorben Dners 
Sheila Stephens Ray Sinatra Ore 
Donn Arden Dners Sahara 
Carlto! Hayes Orc Ames Bros 

Dunes Peggy King 

Count Basie Ore |G Moro Ders 
Joe Williams | Cee Davidson Ore 

El Cortez Sands 
Uncle Wills | Robt Merrill 
Bobby Clark | Louis Armstrong 


Sherman Hayes Orc 

El Rancho Vegas 
Joe E Lewis 
Lili St Cyr 
Renee Molnar 

Flamingo 
Gisele Mackenzie 
Gooters 
Augie & Margo 
Ron Fletcher Dners 
: Basil Or« 

Golden Nugget 
Harry Ranch Orc 
Poly Pos 
Joe Woly 
Eddie Gomez 

New Froniier 
Judy Garland 
Bros 
Dancers 
Garwood Van Ore 

Riviera 
“Blackouts” 


Dners 


sum 


| A. Morelli 
} 


Velma Middleton 
Copa Girls 
Ore 


Stuart 


Judy Smith 


| Showboat Girls 


+} Hank 


| Mac 


| 


| 


Mike Werner Ore 
Silver Slipper 
Fawzia Amir 
Halier 
Henry 
Kaye 
Dennison 
Cliff Ferre 
J. Cavanaugh 
Slipperettes 
G. Redman Ore 
Thunderbird 
Dorothy Collins 
Arthur Ellen 
Landre & Verna 
Thunderbird Dnecrs 
Al Jahns Ore 


Sparky 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
Gina Valente 
Hal] Fisher 
Beth Challis 
Harvey Bell 
Fred Thompson 
Beachcomber 
Martha Raye 
Paul Gray 
Kirby Stone Four 
Condos & Brandow 
Len Dawson Ore 
Ciro’s 
Eden Roc 
Lilo 
Cab Calloway 
Nicki & Noel 
Mal Malkin Ore 
Chuey Reyes Orc 
Fontainebleau 
Margaret Whiting 
Will Jordan 
Sivart Morgan 3 
Sacasas Orc 





Isle de Capri 
Herkie Styles 
Holly Warren 
Buddy Lewis Ore 

Leon & Eddie's 
Can-Can Girls 
Flash O’Farrell 
Marian Wilkens 
Denise 
Atoma 


Lucerne Hotel 


Maurice Rocco 

Lucerne Lovelies 8 

Elaine Deming 

Mel Green 

Jacques Donnet Orc 
Nautilus 

Charlie Carlisle 

Sandra Barton 

Antone & Ina 

Syd Stanley Ore 

Murray Franktin‘’s 

Don Rickles 

Bobby Sherwood 





Jo Ann Miller 5 O'Clock 
Peter Brady Brandy Martin 
Murray Franklin Al Golden 
Van Smith Tommy Raft 

San Souci! Hotel Parisian Rev 
Holiy Warren 
Rip Taylor Vagabonds Club 
Sammy Walsh The Vagabonds 
Freddy Calo Ore Betty Reilly 

Seville B & C Robinson 

| Tommy Ryan Babe Pier 
| Johnny Silvers Ore | Frank Linale Ore 








| 


Rey Mambo Orc Woody Woodbury 


HAVANA 
Sans Souci S Suarez Orq 
Diahann Carol A Romeu Orqg 
Ernesto Lecuona Pepe Biondi 
Ortega Ore Tito Hernandez 
. Armanda Roblan 
Nacional Carlos Faxa 
Malu Gatica Lago Sisters 
gy Be Ore Rafi Munoz 
ga 
W. Reyes Ore _., Montmartre 
Tito Enriquez 
Tropicana Casino Plava Org 
Gloria & Rolando Favardo Orc 





RENO 
Mardi Gras Lounge | Skylets__ : 
Billy Duke | Saate Piepatricn 
4 Knights Riverside 
Dennis Day. 
Mapes Skyroom Natalie Nevins 
Mickey Rooney Starlets (8) 
Smith Twins Bill Clifford Ore 
LAKE TAHOE 
Biltmore Barry Gordon 
Woody Herman Don Dellair 
Herb Jeffries Wonder & Banks 
Diane Lefti Eve Marley 
Cal-Nevettes 
Cal Neva Matty Malneck Ore 


Harrahs Club 
Mary Kaye Trio 


Red Buttons 
Eileen Barton 














Stevens 


Continued from page | — 


next Monday (13). He plans to 
get back to his legit and real es- 
tate interests as soon as that’s 
over, however. 

As the chief fund-raiser for 
Stevenson four years ago and 


again for this campaign, Stevens 
would presumably be in line for 
some Government post, possibly a 
Cabinet office, if the former 
Illinois governor should be nom- 
inated and win the Presidential 
election. He pooh-poohs the pos- 
sibility of receiving such an offer 
and says he wouldn’t want public 
office, but avoids saying spe- 
cifically that he’d turn down a bid 
if he got one. 


In view of Stevens’ multiple ac- 


|tivity in legit, not only as a pro- 





| 
} 


} 
| 


Stevens’ current legit prospects. 
They include, as of a couple of 
weeks ago, active managerial in- 
terest in 13 scheduled productions, 
major financial stakes in three 
/other upcoming shows, the opera- 
ition of three other upcoming} 
ishows, the operation of three! 
Broadway theatres and the con-| 
templated construction of a unit 


| 
| 


ducer but also as an investor, the- 
atre operator and, recently, as a 
theatrical realty promoter, there 


has been considerable trade spec- 
ulation about his political future. 
There’s been some question wheth- 
er, if Stevenson become President, 
his principal financial backer 
might not be drawn into a fulltime 
political career. 

The importance of the question, 
in theatrical terms, is indicated by 


of four new legit houses as part of 





the proposed arts center in the 
omnes Square area of New York. 
| ee Sn 
oa Continued from page | a 
| phasis hurts the story, turns the 
| day's teaching session into a red- 
| hot bull session. 

| (Recent release of “King and I” 


| 
| 


| 


iner at 
j for 
| The 





has stirred the enthusiasts to sug- 


gest that college courses on the 
drama ought to start including 


smusicals.) 
No Vocational Goals 

This new emphasis on classroom 
criticism is not to bé confused with 
any of the long-existing courses 
(such as that of Prof. Robert Gess- 
NYU) which train students 
entertainment professions 

movement no voCca- 
goals—only cultural. 

Just this surnmer Northwestern 
U., at Evanston, Hil., has set up 
Jack Ellis as an asst. prof of films 
as an art form. Teachers College 
at Columbia has had Patrick D. 
Hazard conducting a seminar on 
general principles of popular art 
criticism. 

Hazard secured the cooperation 
of Columbia and industry officials 
to set up a two-week “Popular 
Arts Festival’ (ends Aug. 10) at 
Morningside Heights. It is open 
free to all students (i.e. post-grad 
teachers bucking for special cred- 
its) desiring to familiarizing them- 
selves with the coming season’s ed- 
ucational tie-in possibilities among 
motion pictures, video and radio. 

On the side, Hazard is one of the 


the 
new 
tional 


has 


young academicians now writing 
pop arts criticism for the scholas- 
tic publications. Others include 
Miles Platt, of Chicago; Henry 
Maloney, of Detroit, and Ellis. 
Hazard’s case is an instance of a 
Ford Foundation fellowship pro- 
ducing results on the practical 
level of direct action. He hit Man- 
hattan over a year ago trom the 
East Lansing (Mich.) Highschool, 
where he was an instructor (of 
English) and he is now signed to 
stay east this fall with the rank 
of asst. prof at the Trenton State 
Teachers College. 
Stress Values 

Advocates of schoo!marm criti- 
cism take the position that educa- 
tion and entertainment meet at 


long past for intellectual snob- 
bery to bar mass media material 
from the classroom. They point to 
many “developments” which 


the outside. 

Cited is a recent recording of 
James Mason reading “Browning's 
Meditations.” This is one of a 
number of literary disks turned out 
by two girl Phi Beta Kappas trom 
Hunter College who, not knowing 
quite what to do with all their 
brains, set up shop to produce in- 
tellectual and educationa! record- 
ings under a Cadmon label, 


tic American “folk” flavor find 
ready classroom acceptance. What 
makes the present open door pol- 
icy in the scholastic world signifi- 
cant is that the initiative is com- 





and is not being forced-draught 
hoisted upon the educational sys- 
stem by publicists, as in the in- 
| Stance some years ago of Metro’s 
| big pitch for “Julius Caesar.” 

Laurence Olivier’s “Richard I11” 
and John Huston’s “Moby Dick” 
are rated “naturals” for English 
courses since they provide spring- 
boards for the study of the orig- 
inal texts. Tolstoy's “War and 
Peace” is already set up for a big 
tie-in, since the literary mob is 
| prone to describe the work as the 
| finest novel ever written. 








Wagner Fest 


Continued from 


ene page 2 Suan 
| the realistic romantic style” was 
| the of ont leading 
|German paper. The Frankfurter 


phraseology 


| Allgemeine, the staid paper in au- | 


| thority in Germany, called the per- 
|formance, “struck down with too 
i}much symbolism,” continuing that 


{the public would not accept this 
| strange interpretation of such a 
| popular opera. 

For the first time since 1951 


when the grandsons brought opera 
{up to date with this modern style 
of staging, the audience objected 
loudly—with boos and_ whistles, 
almost unknown among the usually 
sedate German opera tans. The 
Wagner brothers’ style has been to 


| present opera with singers in sim- 
ple costumes on a nearly bare 
stage, with dramatic eftects 
achieved by unusual lighting 
Heavy robes and pomp are out 


Directors and producers of opera 
from all over the world 
to see the innovations 
with “Wagner in modern 

| being presented recently in France 
{Spain and England as a result of 
'their changes. 

Completely Sold Out 

Despite this lack acceptance 
by public and press, the Wagnet 
Fest has been completely sold out 
with all tickets for the 
tormances of ‘*Meiste 


have come 
and to copy) 


dress’ 


ol 


eight pe 


singel 


since gone. Some operas of the 
current series have been so!d out 
since last Decembet with hotel 


space also booked solid since then 


The boxoffice reported that ade 
spite the poor crix appraisal, ne 
tickets for: ‘‘Meistersinge have 
been turned back 

Fest this year covers 27 perform- 
ances of seven operas, inciuaing 
“Meistersinger,” “Flying Dutch- 


man,” ‘‘Parsifal’” and the four-part 
“Ring.” 
Astrid Varnay and Ramon Vinay 


‘of the Metropolitan Opera and 
Jean Madeira of New York are ail 
|singing this year at the Fest. 


| Prices for tickets range from a top 
| of $10.80 to a low of $6, high prices 


‘for the German operagoers. Festi- | 


|val reports, however, that 45% of 
| their visitors are foreign, many 
| being American. With the growing 
| international interest in the Fest, 
|this year’s brochures were printed 
in German, English, French, Ital- 
‘jan, Spanish and Portuguese. 


many points and that the time is | 


en-. 
able teachers to find vital aids on | 


Films and disks with an authen- ' 


ing from the pedagogs themselves | 











| Unit Review 








Maywood Italian 
Festival 
Chicago, Aug. 2. 
Dick Contino, Atren & Broderick, 
|Consolo & Meiba, Scalabrini Cho- 
i\rus (12), (produced by Phil Con- 
Lou Breese Orch (8); 50e 





solo) 
gate admission. 


This the first 
Chi’s 
benetit 


marks time that 
annual Italian Festival, a 

for the Villa Scalabrini 
home for the aged, has taken the 
plunge with a vaude_ package 
helmed by a name act. The 12-day 
layout is coupled with the usual 
|}carnic midway for maximum char- 
ity disbursements. The conces- 
sionaires are the first to admit, 
complainingly, that the free show 
is the big draw. 

Attendance for the 12 days is 
estimated at 80,000. This is alse 
one of the first production at- 
tempts of the fledgling Chez Paree 
management and booking annex, 
Chez Paree Artists Inc., helmed by 
longtime hoofer Phil Consolo, with 
wife Melba assisting. 

Although okay for a community 
benefit, this package would have 
tough sledding against the usual 
| fair productions put on by. some of 
the bigger fair bookers. By keeping 
production costs to a minimum, all 
;}the producing involves is putting 
ithe acts on in the right order. 
Staging and lighting are rudimen- 
tary. 

Dick Contino tops the bill here 


and proves that as long as he 
| sticks to playing the accordion, 
| he’s a master in his field. The 


piano playing and singing can go. 
Feeling at his ease among his 
|**paesani,’ Contino gives the im- 
i pression of not trying as hard as 
he would in a nitery or theatre 
sans benefit of rooters. Overlook- 
|}ing the relaxed conditions, Contine 
shines with lightning fingerwork 
|when squeezing out ‘Ciribiribin,” 
“Lady of Spain,” his disclick, and 
the aud’s favorite “Yours.” Though 
there seemed to be not enough 
accordion work at the session 
| caught, the crowd sent Contino off 
| with lusty salvos. 


| Comedy chores are handled by 
| Arren & Broderick, a perennial 
| Chi club date act. Femme takes the 
| spotlight with basic and somewhat 
dated humor while the male part- 
ner accompanies at the piano 
| Distaffer spoofs the operatic diva 
in shrill voice, an old bit, and re- 
i lies for the rest on sight gimmick 
butfoonery. When at the end she 
| brings on the kids it brings back 
the old days of vaudeville and the 
sure hand that killed it. But the 
crowd goes for this in a big way. 
Consolo & Melba open the show 
;with their experienced terpology, 
wrapping it up with an “I’m For- 
ever Blowing Bubbles” number, 
complete with cascading, real bub- 
bles. Here they get vocal aud par- 
ticipation and a hefty mitt. Hoofers 
do tango and Charleston routines 
replete with smooth lifts and spins, 
Backing is by one of 
the top local bands, the 
Lou Breese orch, and Breese 
obliges with some fancy banjo 
work as well rhe Sealabrini 
Chorus, a semipro vocal group, 
provides some solid piping with 
pts from “Student Prince” 
ts by the lead and st 
nore acceptable 
favorite: 
Gabe. 
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Segal also reasons that a Gotham 
show that’s about ready to fold, 
| could be held together for another 
three months via the tent circuit 
| hypo. He says his theory is sup- 
| ported by the early success of the 
'tent version of “Teahouse of the 
August Moon” in its first canvastop 
stand at Asbury Park, N. J., and 
the considerable amount of ad- 


vance interest in its fortnight run 
at Oakdale, Aug. 27-Sept. 8. Vari- 
'ous other canvastops offer more or 
\less similar boxoffice potential for 
just-from-Broadway hits, he thinks, 


@. 
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El Rancho, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 1. 
Joe E. Lewis, Lili St. Cyr, Austin 
Mack, Renee Molnar Dancers (9), | 
Dick Rice & The El Rancho Orch | 
(12); $2 minimum. 


Bangtails and pari-mutuels are 
not a part of the Vegas gaming cur- 
riculum, but as far as the El 
Rancho Vegas is concerned, there 
will be always be a bugle to sound 
“Boots & Saddies” to signal post 
time for Joe E. Lewis. Joe E., in 
at Beldon Katleman’s paddock this 
time for a five-frame tour, once 
again couples his nonsense to the 
provocative peeling of Lili St. Cyr. 
And, there’s no shying from it— 
naughty comedy and _ palpitating 
sex are still king and queen among 
bistro subjects. 

Lewis has brought with him 
some new and some w.k. material, 





but whatever, it still comes out as | 
the familiar parlay of Lewisisms, | 
gals and gin. His fresh songalogs | 


parody science-fiction pix, the dic- 


tionary of Mr. Webster and a hit. 


tune from a Broadway musical, 
which, through no error, gets a new 


lyric and winds up under the title | 


of “She Was Lying in My Corner, | 


Wishing I'd Come By But I 
Couldn’t—I Was Drunk.” The 
more familiar numbers, i.e., “Music 


By Cole Porter as Sung By Joe E.” | 


and “Say Levine” are enduring 
gems and, of course, the w.k; pause 
for post time gives the pixie of the 
boites room for his nonsensical 
patter. 

La St. Cyr is fashioned this trip 
in an idyllic “South Pacific 
Dream,” a posh piece that leaves 
nothing to the imagination, yet is 
still carried off with subtle charm. 
The clime radiated by Miss St. Cyr 
is instantly torrid, but she tosses 
added coals to the fire as she 
ignited a prop hearth. Later fur- 
ther illuminates what the _ boys 
came to see as she wriggles out of 
gown, then negligee, ultimately 

eeling to the protective G-string. 
Vrapup, natch, has her slinking 
into the inevitable bath, then drap- 


} 
} 


ing her sensuous frame over a di- | 


van for the climatic hip-flipping, 
limbs akimbo. 


Renee Molnar & Her Dancers | 


set up Miss St. Cyr’s entrance with 
vivid south sea gyrations while 


choreographically relating some} 


far-fetched “Tales of Samoa.” 
With a quickie circus prance, dan- 
cers signal the finale, which sees 
Miss St. Cyr giving the guys a last 


| play to a sellout at their opening | 


glimpse while perched in a cage | 
that circles the room via an over- | 


head rail. 
Prinz’ girlesque has La St. Cyr 
join Joe E.—now clad only in 
shorts and dunking in the St, Cyr 
bubblebath. 


| 


Blackout to LeRoy | 
| humor, perhaps at times too brash | His big voice is best in his operatic 
for the dinner show set, when many | bits, but he mixes his program for 
youngsters are out with their par- | 


| 
| 


} 
' 


Dick Rice guides the El Rancho | 


orch competently, 


keeping his | 


tootlers well abreast of the score | 


throughout. 
the keyboard through Joe E.'s ri- 
bald humor with his usual sure- 
ness, and keeps his sometimes 
absentminded boss abreast of the 


Austin Mack tickles | 


cues by feeding him lead-in lines. | 


Alan. 


Biack Orchid, Chi 
Chicago, Aug, 1. 

Josephine Premice (with Roy 
Romero), Jimmy Ames, The Stylers 
(3), Joe Parnello, Al De Marco, 
Kenny Sweet; $4.50 minimum. 

The Orchild comes up with a 
thoroughly entertaining show this 
time around, one bridging several 
areas of audience preference. 
Combo of Josephine Premice for 
the sophisticates, Jimmy Ames for 
those who like their laughs loud 
and long, and the Stylers for both, 
should do strong biz here. 

Miss Premice keeps things hum- 
ming during her well-paced stint, 
varying her original calypso metier 
with sophisticate ditties. Femme 
is a whirling dervish of a per- 
former who endows her material 
with some of herself and extracts 
& full measure of 
the saucy song-lales she and the 
audience seem to prefer. Opening 
with the Adam & Eve Blues,” 
Miss Premice sets an impudent but 
inoifensive tone for what follows 

‘ndowed with a hard-hitting set 
of pipes, tall and whiplash thin 
distaffer flicks her songology across 
with telling impact. Such standard 
calypsos as “Tongue-tied Baby,” 
“Hold ’im Joe,” and “Pull Down 
Your Shades, Marie,” are spaced 
with such high-life musical bits as 
“Charge It” and “Lush Life.” All 
get bountiful returns, and de- 
servedly. Roy Romero does a bang- 


meaning trom 


| 
| 
| 


up backing job on the bongos and | 


Shares in the salvos tendered Miss 
Premice at the wrap-up. 
Jimmy Ames breaks it up again. 


ance with songs, ad libs and good- 
natured ringside barbs delivered 
at the table. Closing with his 
riotous musical saw bit, he encores 
using his wife in a ventriloquist 
routine that displays further ver- 
satility. He goes off to a big mitt. 

The Stylers do a ee opening 
stint and the youthful vocal trio 
exhibits more future promise than 

resent performance. This is in 
arge part due to use of a dated 
“Davy Crockett” piece of material 
replete with artificial, propped-up 
foreign versions of the Crockett 
legend. Group opens well with a 
spec rendition of “Shine,” creating 
a strong impression of youthful ex- 
uberance, harmonious voice blend- 
ing and lively movement. Inclusion 
of an excellent barbershop oldie 
and, again, a dated rock ‘n’ roll 
tune, displays group’s excellent 
versatility and augurs well for the 
act, if brought up to date. Group 
gets neat aud reaction. 

Joe Parnello and A! De Marco 
do a workmanlike job of showback- 
ing and Kenny Sweet plays a tasty 
intermission piano. Gabe. 


700 q'lulb. Re q. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 4. 

McGuire Sisters, Jack E. Leon- 
ard, Blackburn Twins, Boots Mc- 
Kenna Dancers, Jack Curis, Joe 
Frascetto Orch (12); $5 minimum. 

McGuire Sisters plus the not so 
large Jack E. Leorard and Black- 
burn Twins are the attraction this 
week at Paul (Skinny) D'Amato’s 
midtown 500 Club—all back again 
for a mid-season date. 

Paced by Phyllis, sisters Chris 
and Dottie put on a bangup show, 
serving up 10 numbers, many 
familiar because of their being 
waxed, or heard via the Godfrey 
tv shows. “Sincerely,” their top 
Coral disk, is outstanding, while 
the ballad “Picnic” from the mo- 
tion picture scores heavily. 

Girls mix numbers well. In 
“Sisters” Phyllis is deserted to do 
carbons of the wax greats. As a 
trio they jam “Alabama Jubilee” 
playing—but not too well—piano, 
sax and bells with the orch. In 
“You’re So Much A Part of Me” 
they utilize prop Coke bottles plus 
sputtering cigarets. Numbers are 





nicely paced with “Think Of Me | 


Kindly” their begoff piece. Beau- 
tifully gowned, the girls again 
score solidly and bid to give the 
spot good midseason biz. They 


dinner show. 

Leonard, down 100 or so pounds, 
is an oldtimer as far as the resort 
crowd is concerned. His brand of 


ents for the evening, is good for 
plenty of yocks for the regulars. 

Bleckburn Twins, two boys who 
register well with the femme trade, 
set show’s pace with some nifty 
song and dance numbers, their mir- 


ror bit being tops. Boots McKenna | 


Dancers complete good bill with 
two production numbers, Walk. 


Revere Beach, Mass., Aug. 1. 
Eileen Rodgers, Nick DeMarco, 
Jean Dawn, Buddy Thomas Line 
(11), Bob Warren, Cliff Natalie 
Orch (5); $2.50 minimum. 


Eileen Rodgers, Columbia Rec- 
ords chirp, on a return date here 
after a winter date, is bringing 


crowds across the Harbor from the | 
nearby Hub for bonifaces Chick | 


Della Russo and Jimmy Cella. Sea- 
soned by some top bookings since 
hitting the nitery circuit a year 
ago, Miss Rodgers, who opened 


Sunday (29) for a week, gives con- | 


clusive proof that she has all the 
elements necessary to rate a niche 
with top contemporaries. Night 
caught (1), singer nabbed three 
encores for begoif. 

Since last seen, she has added 
light comedy bits, walkarounds, 
aud participations and a Satirical 
“Heartbreak Hotel” a Ja Elvis 
Presley, She gets big returns with 
current disking ‘“‘Miracle of Love” 
with immediate response. Smartly- 
sroomed Jooker has gained stature 
and stage presence and wraps up 
the aud sailing through a= half 
dozen bits like “I’ve Got the World 
On a String,” “Masquerade Is 
Over” and “Love Thy Neighbor.” 
Whether rhythm or ballad, she 
commands” attention with full, 


husky voice of great tonal range. | 


The Mitch Miller protege proves a 

big crowd pleaser in this spot. 
Nick DeMarco (see New Acts) 

does a slick comedy turn in the 


{relaxed manner and Jean Dawn 
scores with amazing acro work on 


For the umpteenth time this year, | | “ A : 
ifloor. Buddy Thomas line is a 


this tumult comic doubles many 
over here, Noisy and overpower- 
ing, Ames grabs the aud early and 
doesn't let them get away. Inter- 


larding topical one-liners with his | } ; 
‘batons the show with a crisp beat. 


Iragusi Indian and southern bits, 
comic runs the gamut of perform- 


i 


ladders and working from the 


standout with 10 tall-stemmed love- 
lies and production singer Bob 
Warren unveils a big baritone for 
“Sing You Sinners.” Cliff Natalie 


Guy. 


Meecambo, Hollywood 
Hollywood, July 31. 
Roberta Linn, Paul Hebert Orch | 
(7), Carl Carelli Trio, Frankie | 
| Sands; $2 cover. 
—— 
Since departing the wholesome | 
‘aegis of Lawrence Welk, Roberta | 
Linn’s been exploring the boites | 
with a new act which, her entour- 
lage imsists, displays her new 
| “sexy” personality. What emerges 
'from the current Mocembo show is | 
| a sweet and pretty girl with a good | 
| set of pipes and the musical know- | 





|how to exploit them well, but by 


|no stretch of definition of “sexy” 
| chanteuse. 

| Miss Linn demonstrates that she 
jcertainly knows her way around a 
|song. However, the question is 
| whether she as yet has that certain 
|extra something which might be 
termed “authority,” ior lack of a 
better word, to capture and hold 
the normally hardboiled bistro 
crowd. From the show caught, it 
appears that she needs more sea- 
soning before she can be consid- 
ered a topline attraction. 

As for the act itself, staged by 
Charlie O’Curran, it’s startlingly 
short — 25 - minutes — considering 
| that it’s the sole attraction on the 
| current Mocambo bill. Within this 
| time, Miss Linn ranges over a 
| wide caialog of moods with com- 
i/mendable dexterity. Her bridging | 
|chatter, however, could stand} 
{sharpening to highlight the other- 
| wise straightforward songalog. | 

Nelson Riddle’s noteworthy ar- | 
|'rangements are served up with a 
nice control of volume by Paul | 
Hebert’s augmented (three extra | 
players) house orch. Billy Rose’s | 
accompanying pianistics also show 
fine musicianship. Miss Linn’s cos- 
tuming, by mother, Mrs. Madge 
Linn, is a definite asset. 

The Herbert aggregation alter- 
nates with the Carl Carelli Trio, | 
featuring vocalist Frankie Sands, | 
for the dancefloor devotees. 

Kove. | 








} 


| 








Club Herlem, A. C. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


— 
Atlantic City, Aug. 3. | 
Arthur Lee Simpkins is in to! 
{augment Larry Steele’s ‘Smart | 
Affairs of ’57,” summer fixture at | 
;Club Harlem, midtown sepia spot. 
|Singer is on tor half-hour stint 
jappearing before’ Steele’s. big 
| finale production number. 


| Simpkins is altogether new as 
entertainment in this spot, which 
|for a decade has drawn them with 
a topnotch revue mixing dance 
|numbers, songs and fast patter. 


his audience. 

Pops like ‘Autumn Leaves,” 
i“Sweet Marie,” “Smoke Gets In| 
Your Eyes,” “I'll Get By,” etc., fill 
| up the greater part of his songalog, 
'and with his patter before each | 
|/number delights the customers. 
Contrast between Simpkins and 
| the Steele show is too great—both 
good but working against each 
other. Steele’s fast-moving and 
sometimes bluish revue comes to 
| an abrupt halt to let singer go on 
| with an entirely different kind of 
jact. When his half-hour is over, | 
| attempt is made to recapture mood | 
| with Steele’s “Jukebox” production | 
j}number. It just can’t be done. 
| From Simpkins’ “America the 
| Beautiful” to the jukebox mood is | 
|just too abrupt a drop for this 
nitery audience. Walk. 








Dunes, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 2. 

| Count Basie & Band (16), with 

|\Joe Williams; no cover or mini- | 

mum. | 


Wherever he ventures Count | 
Basie engenders excitement, and | 
| no less so in Las Vegas where the 
casino is king and the Count will 
prove to be a loyal subject during 
his initial tour here. For a fort- | 
night then, the Dunes will jump to 
the familiar Basie wail and the big 
voice of Joe Williams. 

Many legends have been fostered 
by Basie’s two decades as a jazz 
conductor-pianist, but the real 
“Count Basie Story” is told by the 
maestro himself as he hunches 
over the keyboard and spurs his 
windjammers through an electrify- | 
ing 60-minute performance. Cur- 
rently, Basie and his band are one 
ot the hottest properties on the 
jazz market. And this fact is per- 
jhaps best explained by the 
Count’s ability to flawlessly organ- 
ize an aggregation of devotedly 
| proficient jazzmen who, inspired by 
Basie’s own verve, effect a distinc- 
| tive, memorable sound. 

Such is evidenced in the soulful 
baritone sax solo during “Even 
| Tide’ by Charlie Fowlkes; the up- 
| beat tenor sax trot on ‘‘Little Pony” 
_by Frank Foster; the true trumpet 
|pitch of Wendell Culley and the 
fervored tenor sax essay by Frank 
|Wess during their respective parts 
,in the dual movements of “Coast 
}To Coast”; the gentle alto sax 





embrace by Marshall Royal of 
“Falling In Love”; the rhythmetic 
bass echoes created by Eddie Jones 
during an interlude with Basie; 
Sonny Payne’s explosive percus- 
sion punctuation of “Dinner With 
Friends,” and the rapport with 
which trombonists Henry Coker, 
Ben Powell and Bill Hughes slide 
the glisses during the- flagwavers. 
The clean, fullbodied sounds of the 
entire band are best mirrored in 
such as Wild Bill Davis’ arrange- 
ment of ’April In Paris.” 
Williams tunes up his vocals with 
appropriate gusto and definitive 
expression during his important 


roie as a member of the Basie en- | 
semble. Similarly, he contours his 


lyrics and deftly sets phrasing and 
pace. With Williams, there are no 
gimmicks. He's a straight standup 
singer from the old blues shouter 
who doesn’t have to resort to vocal 
or physical gyrations. He simply 
employs tremendous range and 
reserves gestures with preacher- 
like effectiveness to sock across a 
point. Williams bas become quick- 
ly identified with his repertoire 
and he signals spontaneous salvos 
as he belts “Alright, O.K., You 
Win,” “Roll ’Em, Pete,” “My Baby 
Upsets Me,” “Send Me Someone 
To Love,” “In The Evening” and 
“Ev'ry Day.” Shouts for “more!” 
are long and loud after his final 
nod. During Williams’ sesh the 
Count’s affectionate, earthy 88ing 


|—~ around which, of course, the 


Basie commentary revolves — is 


drawn into sharper focus. Unde- | 


niably, Count Basie will leave an- 
enduring impression on this } age 
n. 





Hotel Muehlebach, K. C. 
‘Kansas City, Aug. 3. 
Anne Russell, Joe Reichman 
Orch (8); $1-$1.50 cover. 





Second fortnight of the Joe Reich- 
man orch’s stand in the Terrace 
Grill leads off with all indications 


{it will equal or surpass the first 


fortnight. The customers are com- 
ing to hear Reichman and his pi- 


anistics and to dance to _ his 
rhythms, with the dance floor | 


more crowded than it has been in 
many a moon, 
ment is quick to fasten down a 


good thing, and so is holding the | 
| Reichman crew over for at least 
| six more weeks. It all is a very 


good refresher onthe established 
idea that good music makes for 


dancing, and the dancers make for | 


business. 


Helping to entertain for this 
fortnight is comedienne Anne Rus- 
sell making her debut in the room. 
Reichman does the m.e. honors 
and opens with a piano piece, and 
then Miss Russell has it all to her- 
self for 25 minutes. She fills these 


| with a series of comic episodes and 
|impressions, including Sophie 
| Tucker, Lolly Parsons, Mae West 


and a li’l-ol’ gal from Arkansas. 
She has seme moments of well- 


| paced comedy, doing much with 


Tucker and Parsons, but running 
long on a bit with a Bridey ge = 
basis and the Arkansawer. he 
meets with moderate customer ap- 
proval and is quite satisfactory in 
this particular situation. Quin. 


oa 


Eddys’, K. C. 
Kansas City, Aug. 2. 
Guy Mitchell, Don Adams, Tony 
DiPardo Orch (8); $1-$1.50 cover. 





Combination of comic Don Adams 


,and singer Guy Mitchell proves a 
|fortunate one at the Eddy Bros. 
restaurant, opening a two-week 


stand, Show of 50 minutes opening 
was possibly a bit long, but should 
settle down nicely at 45 or so for 
the remainder. And it is one to the 
liking of the customers, with 
plenty of laughs from Adams and 
fair passel of music from Mitchell, 


| both doing their first turns in this 


room. 


Adams’ work {is deliberate from 
the first line, but it’s a constant 
pace and the customers soon get 
with it. His satire on a pocket- 
book romance and a pep talk a la 
Leon Football are gems, and he 
rounds these with jibes at marital 
spats, phobias and assorted sub- 


i jects. All of it is in subtle vein, 


but with points humorously taken 
and appreciated throughout by the 


| customers, 


Mitchell is of the roving western 
singer type who has settled down 
to more polished warbling for the 
record, club and picture trade. 
There’s a long list of songs, from 
current pops like “Wayward Wind” 
and “I Could Have Danced All 
Night” to his recorded hits like 
“My Truly Fair” and “Pittsburgh, 
Pa.” A couple of novelties and a 
satirized “Heartbreak Hotel” round 
it out. Mitchell keeps the pace 
swift and adds muca to the pro- 
ceedings with his own personality, 
including a strong registry with 
the femme contingent, He builds 
nicely to a solid hand at finish. 

Quin, 


Hotel manage- | 


Lucerne, Miami Beaeh 
Miami Beach, Aug. 4. 
Maurice Rocco, Elaine Deming, 
Mel Greene, Lucerne Lovelies (5), 
Jacques Donnet Orch; $2.50 mini. 
mum. 


This smaller new hotel is hold- 
ing to the fast moving girl-show 
policy installed four weeks ago, to 
remain in competition with the 
larger cafes along oceanfront row, 
and is attracting fairish biz. For 
the low tariff it’s a top buy for 
budget-minded summer vacation- 
ers, but the planned-tour ops 
haven't caught up with the spot 
as yet, negating the insured prof- 
its their bargain-buy groups bring, 

Withal, the Lucerne management 
is still trying. Current production 
is a breezy one that accents song 
and dance with featured act Maur- 
ice Rocco adding the rounding out 
touch to cap the breezy goings-on, 
He's a deft 88er with solidly staged 
assortment of boogie, New Orleans 
beat and current rock 'n’ roll tinge 
added to standup keyboarding and 
yodeling. Rocco’s technique is 
sound, boasting a basic bounce that 
befits his frenetics on the break- 
aways (from the ivories for injects 
of vocalistics and hoofing trick of 
getting the tablers to supply hand- 
clap backing adds to free and éasy 
| effect engendered. 
| Elaine Deming, a leggy looker, 


| is due for better things, gauged on 
| her progressive restagings through 
the weeks wherein she’s been fea- 
tured as production lead and solo- 
|ist. Eye-filling acrodancer has a 
| bagful of flips and twists combined 
| with graceful spins. The visual 
} impact earns her resounding re- 
turns. 

Mel Green emcees in easy, cap- 
'able manner and holds his own in 
| the spot handed him with diversi- 
| fied trio of pop and standard. The 
| line—only one in town—has ob- 
| viously been picked for looks as 
; Well as ability to handle capably 
the high-kick routines and frame- 

backgrounds for Miss Deming. 
Lary. 


Statler-Hilton, Dallas 
Dallas, Aug. 2. 
Don Cornell, with Jerry Car- 
retta; Bob Cross Orch (12); $2- 
$2.50 cover. 








Don Cornell, featured on Conrad 
Hilton's big Jan. 18 hotel opening 
show here, returns for a two-frame 
Empire Room stand. His interim 
| Kuropean nitery tour has added 
| polish and plenty show savvy to 
the handsome baritone’s act. 

Singer has a relaxed selling 
style in his 45-minute stint, repris- 
ing (natch) his w. k. Coral tune 
Waxings. “I’m Yours,” “Hold My 
Hand,” “Bible Tells Me So” and 
“It Isn’t Fair” pull mitting. Again 
he gets a trim femme on stage for 
his neat “Size 12” gimmick. Med- 
ley of oldies is prefaced by pseudo- 
serious recitation of comic poetry, 
nicely done. 

Cornell spotlights his vet ac- 
companist, with Jerry Carretta 
88’ing an original “Caprice,” add- 
ing lace to his expert piano back- 
ing. Also, maestro Bob Cross is 
brought on by Cornell for a trum- 
pet solo and vocal of “I Love My 
Baby,” while Cornell (an ex-side- 
man with Red Nichols and Sammy 
Kaye bands) takes over on string 
bass with Cross’ band. Spotlight 
‘sharing garners heavy mitting and 
| Cornell wraps up a slick show with 
| “Whiffenpoot Song.” Bark. 





| Beverly Hills, Newport 
Newport, Ky., Aug. 3 

Betty & Jane Kean, Step Bros. 
(4), Cris Cross, Donn Arden Danc- 
ers (10), Dean Campbell, Gardner 
Benedict Orch (10), Jimmy Wilber 
Trio, Larry Vincent; $3 minimum, 
$4 Sat. 





A lively variety show unfolds for 
Greater Cincinnati night clubbers 
in Beverly's current two-framer. 

Popular by reason of previous 
appearances, the Kean _ Sisters, 
Step Bros. and Cris Cross give 
lotsa entertainment wallop and 
bidding more visits. ,Backing them 
admirably are location forces o} 
the Donn Arden line, in three 
numbers, with Dean Campbell as 
singing emcee, and Gardner Bene- 
dict’s band. 

Betty & Jane Kean take over for 
|a full 27 minutes of hilarity im- 
mediately after the four Step 
Bros heat up the boards with 22 
minutes of sensational speed and 
acro hoofing and comedy line 
breathtakers. ~The Keans are care- 
free in burlesque capers, clown vo- 
cally, do takeoffs of Marilyn Mon- 
roe and Helen Traubel, and Jane 
sips drinks from ringside tables. 
Rocky Cole is their pianist. : 

Cris Cross, mustached_ventrilo- 
quist, does justice to a 17-minute 
routine with cowboy, luminous 
puppet, and life-size dizzy blond 
figures. His impressions of the 
Ink Spots’ “If I Didn't Care” and 
the “Tennessee Waltz” tune regist- 
ter solidly. Koll. 
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Desert Inn, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 31. 
Gordon MacRae, Jackie Miles, 
Sheila Stephens, Art Johnson, Donn 
Arden Dancers (13 ), Carlton Hayes 
Orch (14); $2 minimum. 





Gordon MacRae’s plume atop 
{he marquee should stir up plenty 


of interest among the show shop- 
ers to keep traffic to the Painted 
esert Room moving at a swift 
gait during the month at hand. Ab- 
cent from his circuit 15 months, 
MacRae returns with a fresh, en- 
tertaining network of song and 
theatre. His warmth both vocally 
and verbally is an instant pleaser. 
His bary pipes donate a rich verve 
to his balladeering section that in- 
cludes “If I Loved You,” “I Went 
to the City” and “Walk Hand in 
Hand With Me.” 
ute vignette of “My Fair Lady.’ 
Sock tabloid of the Broadway hit 
sees MacRae and his wife, Sheila 
Stephens, reciting the roles of the 
show's principals, Professor Hig- 
gins and Liza Doolittle. MacRae’s 
pistrionie astuteness is clearly evi- 
denced as he intones the dialog 
and belts the show’s click tunes, 
tieing it all together with a slick 
synopsis narration between scenes. 
Miss Stephens’ portrayal of the 
wench who, through the professor’s 
tutoring, becomes a lady im Her 
Majesty’s court, is convincing and 
displays an adept ability to thesp. 
MacRae is not limited to song 
or acting. His manner with com- 
edy is arresting and laugh-evoking. 
He scores howls with his spoof of 
rock ’n’ roll chanters via “Blue 
Suede Shoes,” and later gathers 
yocks with his parody of Holly- 
wood acting techniques through 
studious impreshes of film stars. 
He caps his 40 minutes onstage 
with “Oh, What a Beautiful Morn- 
ing’ and the title song from “Ok- 
Jahoma.” 


Jackie Miles is a slick mono- 
logist who is not unfamiliar to the 
patrons of this bistro belt. For 
this Vegas sojourn, he sticks to 
the topical subject—dice and dice 
tables. His tales of gambling 
capers are sock, and the departure 
from the casino sport to create an 
infectious character study of the 
horse bettor and the frustrations 
of the omnipotent “getaway race” 
ignites a chain reaction of roars. 
He then travels to other story lo- 
cales via song for the kicker. 


Donn Arden Dancers’ launch 


’ 





| 
| 


show with neat terping to “Sweep- | 


stakes,” a bit of homestretch 
choreo that includes a_ trained 
equine. Centerpiece is a racy 
modern sortie called “Skyscraper 
Symphony.” Art Johnson com- 
petently swings the lyrics to the 
production numbers. Carlton Hayes 
guides his tootlers expertly to the 
show’s midway mark, then turns 
over podium to Van Alexander, 
who applies a learned hand to the 
baton during MacRae’s sesh. 
Alan, 





The Village, S. F. 
San Francisco, Aug. 4. 
Johnnie Ray, Oscar Cartier, Joy 
Healy Dancers (7) with Dick Mer- 
ritt, Leon Radsliff Orch, Guy Cher- 
ney; $2 minimum. 





Johnnie Ray, with little voice 
and seemingly tiny talents, shot an 
electric charge of showmanship 
through a 400 to 500-person crowd 
at the refurbished Village and 
scored an impressive triumph. 
Partly contributory, of course, was 
the fact that it was opening night 
in a club which 18 months ago had 
urned down and which Chuck 
Johnston—and $300,000—had_re- 
vived, Ray undoubtedly sensed 
this and resolved to do his bit 
toward a smash opening. 

But Ray, too, has acquired a sort 
of stylization to his herky-jerky 
movements, his meagre voice and 
offkey notes. He has learned to 
concentrate on standards, for the 
most part, and, above all, he has 
earned to manipulate the tremen- 
dous empathy he establishes with 
& crowd. 
op After singing a dozen songs in 
“» minutes at opening, Ray begged 
off and begged off, but the crowd 
Wouldn’t let him go. No one moved 
‘nd clapping, whistling and cries 
of “more, more” filled the room. 
80 Ray was forced to close—again 
~—with the first number he ever 
recorded, “Whiskey and Gin.” 

i He opens big with “Who's 
idle Now,” and follows this rap- 
idly with “Ain’t Misbehavin’,” 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home,” 
at 1 Had You,” “Alexander’s Rag- 

'me Band” and “My Prayer.” Then 
rs Socks across “Such a Night,” 
pblete with swoons and knee 
ends, 

Ray takes a brief breather at this 
a explaining in tense, small 
“cena that his mother and father 
in re in attendance and introduc- 
& the orchestra. Then, saying it 


|18 idea. 





was “once again for you, Mom,” he 
does “Little White Cloud,” smashes 
over “Cry” and caps this with 
“Walk and Talk with My Lord.” 
The crowd took over here and 
forced one more number out of 
Ray, who'll play the Village 
through Aug. 13. 

The 70-minute show opens with 
a quick dance routine from the 
Joy Healy group. Oscar Cartier 
spends 20 minutes running through 
a string of psychiatric jokes, imita- 
tions and a western film takeoff. 
Cartier is a competent comic with 
a slight French accent and fairly 
funny patter. The Healy Dancers re- 
turn with an elaborate and excel- 
lent capsulization of old Broadway 
musicals. Miss Healy, a curvy 
blonde, does most of the specialty 
dances and Dick Merritt fills in 
on the vocals capably. It’s a pleas- 
ant 15-minute stint, after which 


clincher. 

Leon Radsliff’s orch is good, if a 
bit loud, and Guy Cherney handles 
the few emcee formalities nicely. 

S:ef. 


Murray Franklin’s, 
Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Aug. 1. 
Murray Franklin, Bobby Sher- 
wood, Don Rickles, Jo Ann Miller, 
Peter Brady, Van Smith; two drink 
minimum, : 





This intimery opposite the 


| Roney Plaza has become a show- 


case for talent since the discovery 
of Roberta Sherwood, who'd been 
working there for months when 
Winchell, Sobol, Wilson, show biz 
toppers and talent managers hop- 
ped on the big-boom wagon for the 
songstress. 


Departure of Miss Sherwood 
from the spot hasn't affected busi- 
ness, thanks to Franklin’s astute 
approach to finding upcoming en- 
tertainers looking for a_ likely 
showcase, now that his all-nitery is 
a must-drop-in for local and the 
tourists, as well as the news-show 
biz fraternity. The place is packed 
to turnaway numbers nightly. 
Franklin is a vet pub operator who 
doubles as host-emcee (in the Jack 
White-Club 18 tradition) and en- 
tertainer in his emporium. Of 
late his shows and talent are being 
angled more and more to the Club 
He’s latched on to two 
aides who fit into that format in top 
manner. 

Don Rickles, whom he’s giving the 
big buildup via ad campaign, is his 
comedy key. The guy is in the un- 
inhibited class, with an unpredict- 
able bent for workovers on cus- 
tomers, his barbs directed at the 
tourists then worked over to what- 
ever name personalties are on the 
premises. Result is he converts 
the room into a howling house- 
party, following no set routine, 
sparking the yoecks with lines that 
are fresh and ad libbed to the situa- 
tion at hand. 

Rickles primes his warmup on 
Franklin, then on confrere Bobby 
(‘Masquerade Party’) Sherwood 
before taking on the tablers, who 
eat up his brash approach. Tech- 
nically, the guy has no act. What 
he does comes up with is a screwy 
series of discourses on _ topical 
terms, which contain an intelligent 
vein of scorn for the _ niceties. 
Once he disciplines his 40 minutes 


into a set act, he can make the 
bigtime circuit. As is, he’s a 
wacky laughmaker who keeps 


them coming back for more. 


Sherwood, who commutes to 
Gotham for his Saturday tv’ers, 
provides*the underplayed comedy 
to balance the antics of Franklin 
and Rickles. He doubles as emcee, 
weaves jn guitaring, song and 
trumpeting (with other acts on the 
bill) working in and out of the 
proceedings ‘smoothly and effec- 
tively. 

Jo Ann Miller is the lone femme 
on the agenda and sets solidly with 
her mixture of specials, balladings 
and rhythm tunes. A classy look- 
ing thrush, she boasts a talent for 
playing straight to the Sherwood- 
Franklin-Rickies combo and hold- 
ing her own. Vocally, she handles 
her tunes artfully to earn big re- 
turns. On her special lyrics she 
works out the lines with canny un- 
derstanding of the comedy values 
contained. Miss Miller is easy on 
the eyes, to add to overall values. 

Peter Brady, in the male singing 
slot, holds his own in this com- 
pany nicely—a tall, good-looking 
lad who has the vocability to de- 
velop into a strong entry in the 
better songster ranks. He’s in the 
fast development stage now and 
with Franklin holding him over for 
a long stay, should soon add the 
know-how only experience in a 
busy spot such as this one can pro- 
vide. 

Van Smith, who longtime con- 
ducted for Monte Proser at his La 
Vie ventures in Gotham, makes 
plenty of music for the proceed- 
ings, adding imaginative invents to 
the backings. Lary. 


Riverside, Reno 
Reno, Aug. 2. 

Dennis Day & His Revue, with 
Natalie Nevins, Don Doyle, Wil- 
liam Parsons, Francis Barns, & 
George Wyle (musical director); 
Starlets (8), Bill Clifford Orch. 
$2 minimum. 


It’s not quite the same old shil- 
lelagh. Dennis Day has built him- 
self almost a one-man show, ex- 
cept that the other entries don’t 
|always leave him alone on stage. 
| But except for one stint by Natalie 





| 
| 


| Nevins, Day works the entire 65 
|minutes, which is a pretty long, 
day. 


The songalog has new zip. He’s 
| worked in only a couple of Irish 
| tunes, using mostly “McNamara’s 
| Band,” and otherwise stays up to 
ithe moment with numbers from 


: ; _. | Ray comes on to provide the show’s | “My Fair Lady.” ; j 
apse + 22min. | y p fy Fair Lady and maybe a pop 


| or two. (See New Acts). 

Day gives himself plenty oppor- 
tunity to expand his comedy in this 
| revue, first as a composite Presi- 
| dential candidate in the opening 
|number, later in a “Wide, Wide, 
Wide, Wide World” takeoff which 
puts him in various accents and 
costumes, 

The only other act, as such, in 
| the show is Natalie Nevins, who 
| sings prettily and gets a good re- 
sponse from her giddy-talkative- 
giggly female who plays the flute. 

For a finale the whole cast re- 
prises “Finians’ Rainbow.” It’s a 
long show, with highs and 
but comprising in most part an 
enjoyable Day with his many 
facets. Mark. 


Chaudiere, Ottawa 
Ottawa, July 31. 
Crew Cuts (4), Marge Cameron, 
Marjorie & Lee Murray, Harry 
Pozy Orch (8); $1 admission. 


The Crew Cuts are showing no- 


turity, but with this more mature 
presentation has come a solemnity 
that puzzles the customers. In the 
Rose Room of the Chaudiere Club, 
the mob expects the old fireworks 
and when the Cuts go for more 
than a half-hour with strangely 
quiet tunes like ‘“‘Blue Moon,” the 
|mitting, while generous, is almost 
| polite. If the foursome could gen- 
;}erate more power during the stint 
'and send up strategic skyrockets 
|now and then, the act’s new look 
would be really big. 





socko with strict attention t» small- 
est detail throughout. Stanza’s im- 
pact is enhanced by batoning of 
Morty Jay, music director for the 
Cuts. Tunes are largely w.k. 
oldies, with their Mercury dlis- 
clicks featured near closing. 

Bill also has Marge Cameron 
(New Acts), capable femme comic 


loosen but managed 
and collected big mitting. 
uses some chirping, okay gag ma- 


| Wide World” tour in which Day 
lows, | 


| Prelsey, complete with bumps and 
grinds. 


| 


table advances in showmanship ma- | 





| 
| 


| 
| 


Arrangements and handling are | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


who found opener crowd hard to | 
it smoothly | 
She 





New 


Acts 





DENNIS DAY REVUE 
With Natalie Nevins, Don Doyle, 

William Parsons, Francis Barns, | 

George Wyle, musical director 
Revue 
65 Mins, 

Riverside, Reno 

Hardly a beginner, this is a new 
departure for Dennis Day, how- 
ever, comprising a new format en- 
tirely. Heretofore he did a single. | 
Now, he has a cast which assists, | 
points up, but only once, takes 
over. 

Revue begins with Day running | 
for president. He's a composite of 
presidential candidates; golf clubs, | 
cigar, coonskin hat (not so fitting | 
after Kefauver pulled out the fol- | 
lowing dav), a pair of shoes with 
holes in the soles, ete. He makes 
a lot of promises in song, and while 
no particular plank in the platform 
stirs the voters in this aud, his | 
overall campaign impresses for a 
good opening, 

Jokes about this gambling state 
fill the gap between opening and 
his current songs, mostly from 
“My Fair Lady.” 

In a takeoff on Garroway, Fran- 
cis Barns, sits on a stool and takes | 
everyone on a “Wide, Wide—Wide, | 


does a rocket scientist about to 


| in 


DONNA MILLER 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
El Morocco, Montreal 

Donna Miller, making her first 
nitery bid in Montreal, has several 
rough edges as a cafe chantootsie 
but the right polishing and han- 
dling should make this femme an 
okay bet for any of the better 
spots. Miss Miller started with 


| Leslie Bell’s all-girl singing outfit 


Toronto 


or and then moved into 
| television variety shows. 
Piping shows training and is 


never monotonous but a tendency 
to rush all numbers and too much 
attention to the mechanical aids 
for projection get in the way of 
her offering, Songalog is bright 
and for the most part well-chosen. 
From a bright opener, Miss Miller 
turns into something of a special 
nature and then does a French- 
English interp of “Paris Skies.’ 
Voice is strong enough to ignore 


'the mike occasionally and femme 


would establish a better relation- 
ship between self and the patrons 
if she relaxed and moved around 
the floor on some numbers. 
Appearance is good and patter 
straightforward; all she needs is 
experience and the right showcas- 
ing. Newt. 





takeoff: a Russian Walter Winchell, | ERIC BADICTON (2) 
_and best of all, a Japanese Elvis | 


The other two 

The only Day break comes when 
Natalie Nevins takes over 
brief period—first with fine clear 
voice on “Siboney” and then in a 
surprisingly good comedy bit 


which has her talking rapidly and | 


endlessly about how she learned to 
play the flute. This builds slowly. 
Another number, “Spring Comes 
Back to Vienna,’ makes for a 
strong departure. 

Day comes back for his Irish du- 
ties, ‘‘McNamara’s Band” and then 
leaves it alone. The cast does a 
kind of synopsis of “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” complete with leprechaun 
(Don Doyle), the Starlets and all 
the songs. Day and Miss Nevins 
blend nicely and the whole thing 


builds to a good finale with “That | 


Great Come-and-Get-It Day.” 
_ Running perhaps a little long on 
its first time out, some editing of 
the skits, but not the music, should 
leave a fast moving package. 


Mark. 
MARGE CAMERON 
Comedy 
16 Mins. 
Chaudiere, Ottawa 
Marge Cameron is a _ neatly- 


stacked, well-gowned brunet look- 
er and for those reasons she'll 


| probably always find the first five 


terial and caricature apings, plus | 


femcee chores. Sprightly, fresh 
and youthful, Marjorie & Lee Mur- 
l ray brighten the show’s mid-sec- 
| tion with a stretch of clicko adagio. 
| Male is handsome, femme is frag- 
ile blonde looker, both able terp- 
lers. Harry Pozy band handies 
showbacking and dance tunes. 
Gorm. 











Lotteries on Pan 


Continued from page 50 








profit and legal assurance that the 
maximum proportion of a lottery 
revenue would get to its announced 
purpose, . 

Limitation of lottery advertising 
to certain restricted poster loca- 
tions, newspaper space and radio 
or television time to be prescribed 
by law. 

Filling legal loopholes in the 
ing provisions 
ones. 


theatres as well as lotteries con- 
ducted on radio and video and in 
newspapers. 

Strong enforcement of current 
laws against possession of illegal 
lottery and sweepstakes 
Even though such laws are on the 
federal books, big winners are 
never prosecuted in spite of front- 
page coverage by their winnings. 

Three kinds of lotteries will be 
let alone if the committee’s rec- 
ommendations are made law. They 
include those where the retail 
prize value is less than $5,000 an- 
nually; small raffles with prizes 
totalling less than $50 held coin- 
cidental with parties, etc., and 
midways at agricultural fairs. It 
was also recommended that such 
fairs be licensed to stage lotteries 
with a total prize value not exceed- 
ing $10,000 on advance admission 
ticket sales, 





minutes tough. 
an able 


Miss Cameron is 
femme comic, with solid 


|; material and nice staging, but she 


doesn’t look like a comic and the 
customers are almost unwilling to 
laugh until she gets across the idea 
that she’s also funny. Using some 


chirping and plenty gags, she 
scores heaviest on caricature ap- 
ings (Mrs. Roosevelt, Liberace 
Presley, others). Then, after col- 
lecting palmslaps and guffaws by 
'the bushel, she makes a too-fast 


| switch to pathos, overacts, and gets 


| Cameron’s 


Criminal Code by repealing exist- | 
and enacting new 


Complete ban on “footnote” in | 
ay : . |relaxed school who gets his 


| ringsiders 


|rial is 


giggles on solemn lines. 

Elimination of the tearjerker 
stint and rearrangement of the rest 
of the stanza would help construct | 
a routine that would showcase Miss 
clicko ability in the 
comedy slot and set her as okay for 
clubs, disk, television, radio. 

Gorm. 


NICK DEMARCO 

Comic 

20 Mins. 

Frolic, Revere Beach, Mass. 
‘Nick DeMarco, around for a cou- 
ple of seasons, but not yet docu- 
mented, is a standup comic of the 
best 
reactions by playing straight at the 
and spotting certain 
tables for personal delivery. Mate- 
updated topical and forte 


lis longish drama tales with subtle | 


tickets. | twists. 





Opening with one-liners, 
he swings round stage milking 
tables with gags aimed at the dis- | 
taffers. He takes a newspaper for | 


themes | 
need sharpening in material. | 


for a | 





j turn. 


Balancing 


|9 Mins. 


Palace, N. Y. 
| Eric Badicton, an expert in the 
field of roll balancing, seems to be 
a veteran of many fields but hasn’t 
been logged in VaARIETY’s New Acts 
file. Badicton’s magnum opus is a 
handstand on a series of tables, 
stacked one upon another. entire 
batch being balanced on the log. 
Otherwise, he juggles assorted 
| items while on the roller and he 
|also accounts for a few other as- 
sorted tricks. A comely femme as- 
' sists him. 

Badicton can be utilized safely 
in most visual situations. Jose. 








House Review 











Palace. N. ¥. 

Three Tapateers, Tanya, Ross 
Wyse & June Adams, Billy Shep- 
ard, De Mat.iazzis, Evers & Dolorez, 
| Marshall & Farrell, Eric Badicton, 
‘Kal Kirby House Orch; “I’ve Lived 
| Before” (U-I), reviewed in VARIETY 
| July 18, '56. 
| The new Palace bill has some 
distinguished moments with a pair 
of effective comedy turns and a 
|good assortment of novelties. The 
layout has been well-routined by 
booker Danny Friendly and net re- 
sult is a highly satisfactory semes- 
ter. 

The major comedy turn is by 
Pete Marshall & Tommy Farrell, a 
couple of nitery products who oc- 


casionally take a foray into the 
Palace This duo, although lean- 
ing toward an adolescent type of 
comedy, seems to be hitting a ma- 
ture stride. Their work is laced 
with a spontaneity, and the act 


shows signs of constant expansion 
within a basic routine that they’ve 
set up. The major opus is a hill- 
billy farce that’s constructed for 
sophisticates, but even the Palace 
habitues dig them. 

Ross Wyse Jr. assisted by June 


Adams also brightens up his par- 
ticular .corner with his familiar 
i‘knockabout and comedy dance 


Major song turn is by Billy 
Shepard, recording on the Kapp 
label and currently riding on “Lit- 


tle Blue Bonnet.” Shepard seems 


lito be developing excellently, hav- 


ing come here with a refurbished 
routine that shows variety -and 
which results in important mit- 
tings. 


On the novelty side are the De- 
Mattiazzis doing the mechanical 
doll turn to hearty results, and 
Evers & Dolorez, with a good 
tight-wire terp turn. Male shows 
some slick footwork on the line, 
and the lass mixes sex and a 
dance know-how by executing a 


dance en pointe on the strand. 
In the fiddling line, Tanya gets 


headline jokes, some old some new, |the most from her turn with “Ru- 


goes into a spiel on nonexistent 
clubs in which he has “headlined” | 


for good rounds and winds up with | overarranged 
satire on pop singers and an Irish | Overall 


manian Rhapsody” with assists 
from a Gershwin medley and an 
“St. Louis Blues.” 

results, though, indicate 


song medley with Italian words. |that she got her message across to 
Personable and engaging he’s slick |the audience. 


in handling the ringsiders, dis- | 


Openers are the Three Tapa- 


playing plenty savvy. | Sees. who display a class line of 


DeMarco displays nice tact in 


ensemble terps. The solo efforts 


handling table chatterers putting | of these Negro hoofers aren’t up 


them in his pocket with comic 


spontaneous gags. Looks like a 
nice bet for intimate class spots. | 
Guy. 


nic | to the 
pathos beseeching interlaced with | works, 


of their collective 
show imagination, 


level 
which 


good discipline and some pictur- 
esque effects. 
der New Acts. 


Eric Badicton is un- 
Jose. 
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Shows Abroad 


The Quare Fellow 
London, July 25. 

Script Plays (in | association with 
David Ross) presentation of a com- 
edy-drama in three acts by Brendan 
Behan. Staged by Joan Littlewood; decor, 
Jolin Bury. At Comedy Theatre, London, 
July 24, °56; $2.50 top, 
Ca WE . ons regoenessese Maxwell Shaw 
Neighbour ....ccsercces Gerald Dynevor 
Hard Case ....cccssscces Glynn Edwards 
Min of Thirty ...+..+. Brian Murphy 
CA wis bea Reeve’ Robert Henderson 
Other Fellow .....+.+.-. Peter Smallwood 
DUNES. 5a cancer acenneaae Richard Harris 
ww Serer rr ees Tony Selby 
Zeppo ee RE John Rollasou 
English Voice reer s David Butler 
tov From the Island...... Henry Livings 
Embez/ler seecccccce marry Clayton 
Chief Warder ..ccccceccse Maxwell Shaw 
NN en. oa aes award Dudley Foster 
Were GMO .ecvcsccess Brian Nunn 
CRPOOTOE. ..cccrscne William Sherwood 
rae WE 5 2s cnasenene Brian O'Higgins 
Prison Governor ...... Robert Henderson 
Holy Healey ...-cccooe:- Barry Clayton 
Hangman :.< lean aad Gerry Raffles 
Oe eee Howard Goorney 





Originally staged by Theatre 
Workshop at its east-side theatre 
a few weeks back, “The Quare Fel- 
low” was brought to town mainly 
on the strength of the notices by | 
the national press critics. In the | 
main, the transfer is well justified | 
as this macabre comedy-drama, set 
entirely within a prison, has ex- 
ceptional topicality values in view | 
of the current controversy over 
capital punishment. If it can sur- 
vive the summer doldrums, the} 
production should have a healthy 
and profitable run. 


Brendan Behan, the 33 year old | 
Irish playwright, whose first play | 
this is, spent some eight years in 
English prisons for his IRA activi- 
ties. He writes, therefore, from 
first-hand experience, and what's: 
more, has acute powers of observa- 
tion, a facile pen and the heooe 
knack of extracting a laugh from | 
the grimmest of situations. 

His play has one weakness— | 
the action tends to drag in the) 
middle. That fault could easily be 
corrected by a minor rewriting | 
job, which should be done before 
it transters to New York under | 
the David Ross banner. There's) 
likely film material in it, too. 
The author has mustered a typi- | 
cal assortment of prisoners, in- | 
cluding a reprieved murderer 
dreading his life sentence; a per- 
vert, shunned ‘by his fellow in- 
mates; the petty thieves, hardened 
criminals and the superior embez- 
zler, But their main topic of con- 
versation is the fate of the quare 
fellow—the man in the condemned 
cell, due to be executed in the 
morning. 

Aside from the convicts, the au-| 
thor spotlights the state of mind| 
of the warders who are on the 
death watch. By contrast, there’s 
a jovial hangman—‘himself” to 
the prison staff, who cheerfully 
gets tight on the eve of the exe- 
cution. | 

The opening act, set in the cell 
block, establishes the prison char- 
acters. The comedy comes mainly 
from the o!d hands who feign rheu- 
matism so that they can swipe a 
swig from a bottle of methylated 
spirits while they’re being mas- 
saged. The drama is mainly de- 
rived from the reprieved murderer 
who attempts suicide by hanging, 
rather than face a lifetime in 
prison. 

These odd characters are 
shrewdly etched and the fluent 
dialog sets the scene for the main 
drama. There’s not too much obvi- 
ous propaganda in stating the case 
against hanging, although the mes- 
is clear and unmistakable. 
The condemned man is never seen, 
but his presence is always felt; and 
the running commentary by one of 
the prisoners on the procession -to 
the execution block is one of the 
more macabre things of the Lon- | 
don stage. | 

The acting by the regular Thea- | 
tre Workshop company is on a 
sound, even level, but Maxwell | 
Shaw stands out in the dual roles | 
of a prisoner with a glib Irish} 
tongue and a double-dealing pris- 








saze 


on official. In the all-male cast 
there are noteworthy  perform- 
ances also by Gerard Dynevor, 


Gerry Raffles, as the hangman, and} 


Sarry Clayton, as the embezzler. 
Latter atso doubles. Joan Little- 
wood's staging is efficient 
Myro. | 
The Loag Echo 
London, Aug. 2. 

Laurier Lister Productions (in associa- 
tion with L.O.P, Ltd.) presentation of 
drama _ in three acts, by Lesley Siorm. | 
Stars Joyce Redman, Moira Lister, Den- 
holm Elliott. Staged by Murray Macdon- 
ald. At St. James’ Theatre, London, Aug. 


1, ’56; $2.50 top. 
Fay Edwards 
Kate Waterhouse 
Alex Shanklin 
Sybil Edwards 
Clifton Ryan . 
Mrs. Wilkins 


Joyce Redman 

Moira Lister 

anaes Denholm Elliott 
cane David Hutcheson 
Philippa Gill 


of two young Englishmen to the 
Soviet cause. 
to get controversial audience re- 


| Gordon's 
} 
| House, 


|Palace, to run twice nightly. 
| producer 
'petent, 

| whole thing is put over with a gay 


tahan . 
Marjorie Fielding | 2°" don that should please the au- 


action and should be helped by the 
author’s reputation. 
First two acts are over-talky, 


only marking time to the dramatic | 
finale when the wife is cajoled into | 


rejoining her traitor husband. The 


whole plot might better have been 


condensed into a one-acter. 

Joyce Redman 
Fielding Wave the bulk of the emo- 
tional scenes as the respective wife 


and Marjorie | 


and mother of a young scientist | 


who has mysteriously disappeared , 


behind the Iron Curtain. After 
five years’ marriage, and then 14 
months living in shameful seciusion 
following her husband’s desertion, 
the wife’s nerves are at breaking 


point as her sister urges her to di- | 


voree and remarry, 


She is about to give in when aj} 


friend of her husband turns up to} 


urge her to go to Paris for a 
planned reunion. The journey 
emerges as a trap, however, and 


the escorting friend returns with 
the news that she has gone over to 
the other side. Whether the play 
is supposed to be a plea for toler- 
ance or ar example of conflict be- 
tween love and patriotism is not 
clear. 

Moira Lister equals the firstrate 
performances of the other players 
as the apprehensive sister whos2 
fears proved well founded, and 


Denholm E'liott scores with a real- | | 


istic portrait of the communist 
tempter David Hutcheson forsakes 
his usuel light comedy style as a 
potential husband. Piece is di- 
rected in leisurely pace by Murray 
Macdonald, Clem. 


The Seagull 
London, Aug. 3. 


John Clements (for Associated Reditt- 
sion Lid) revival of drama in four acts. 


by Anton Chekov. translated by David 
Magarehack. Stars Diana Wynyard. Staged 
by Michoel Macowan; settings and cos- 
tumes. Motley. At Saville Theatre, Lon- 
don, Aus. 2, °56; $2.50 ton. 
'rina Arkadina ...,..-. Diana Wynyar 
ee a a A ee Eee Lyndon Broek 
Peay BOG ... sotdneeseeee George Relp 
ease. Perlita Neilse 
Wyn Sh omravevy ..ccecses David Bird 
Mavis THAT 2... cccoder Hugh Williom 
1 Setene Dorn ...cceses Nicholas Hennen 
POU Le 5 wee eeness Kara Aldridce 
Masha ° Jill Bennett 
| Semvon Medvedenko .. John Bennett 





In this new translation by David 


Magorshock of the Chekhov trar- 
edy, the morbid tone remains, an 
the stove is still cluttered with 
various family members who al- 
wavs adorn these Russian plays. 
The poce at times seems deliber- 


ately slowed, accentuating the mor- 
bid passages. Third in the short 
season of classics which John 
Clements is presenting at the Sa- 
ville for Associated Rediffusion. 
this Chekov revival will probably 
attract specialized audiences for 
the limited period scheduled. 

The title role of the pathetic girl 


| 


Revive 1606 ‘Theatre’ 


Halifax, Aug. 7. 

“Neptune’s Theatre,” said to 
be the first play written and 
staged in North America, will 
be revived next week, 350 
vears after its original preem. 
It will be done at Port Royal, 
N.S., sponsored by the Histori- 
cal Assn, of Annapolis Royal 
and the Annapolis District 
Drama Group. 

Play was written by Mare 
Lescabot, a Parisian lawyer 
who came to Port Royal with 
the explorer Samuel de Cham- 
plain, in front of whose home 
it will be performed. The piece 
was aimed to keep Cham- 
plain’s men busy during a lull, 
and it Was produced in 1606 
to greet an exploration party 
on its return from an expedi- 
tion into the wilds around 
Cape Cod. 


Off-B’ way Show 


The World's My Oyster 


Acitor’s Playhouse production 
cal in two acts by Carley 
Lorenzo Fuller. Directed by Jed 
Cbereography, Walter Nicks and 
Johnson; musical director, Fuller: 








musi- 
and 
Duane. 
Louis 
sets, 


of 


Mills 


Henry Buckmaster; lighting, Tom Ander: | 
Actor’s | 


sen; costumes, Lew Smith. At 
Pievhouse, N.Y., July Sil. °5 


ohn D. Rockingchair Ned Wright 


bert Fulton Brown Lorenzo ltuller | 
Leura ere Jacqueline Barnes 
Queea Elizabeth Victoria , 
Butterily McQueen 
King Friday .ccscvese Sieses LaMarr 
aveS Sab se ecw en Helen Ferguson 
\v indsor Poi Hepburn 


island inhabitants eas Helen 
Plumath Brent, Joce!yia 
Lew Smith, 


Linurte Wynn, 


Herman Howell | 


———- 


“The World Is My Oyster” belies 


the professional talent and repu- | 


tabie off-Broadway production out- 


‘fit connected with its presentation. 


i music, however, provides an occa- | 


who asnires to a stage career atter | 
a lovesick neighbor writes a play | 


for her, then elopes with a famous 
writer who deserts her, calls for 
plenty of emoting. Perlita Nei!- 
son alfernetely sparkles and wilts 
through these fateful passages with 
a touching air of resignation. 
Lyndon Brook, as her unsuccess- 
ful suitor who shoots himself In 
frustration, seems to have his feet 
too firmly on the ground to make 


feasible the jealous neurosis in- 
dicated bv the author. The selfish 
exhibitionism of the mother, the 


aging actress dreading the compe- 


tition of vouth, is superbly con- 
veved by Diana Wynyard. 
Huth Williams as the seducer 


who temvorarily deserts maturity 

for vouth, Nicholas Hannen-as. the 

doctor and George Relph’ as ‘the 

host, give first rate. perfarmances. 
; Clem. 


Doctor in the House 
London, July 31. 


Jack Hylton presentation of comedy in 
two acts, by Ted Willis, from the novel 
by Richard Gordon. Directed by Richard 
Bird. At Victoria Palace, London, July 30, 
’36; $2 top 
Tony Grimsdyke Alan White 
Simon Sparrow Philip Gilbert 
Tohn Evans Edward Woodward 
Vera Sonya Cordeau 
Bromile, Douglas Ives 
Sir I-ncelot Spratt ..Frank Thrine 
Miss Winslow Anthea Askey 
Matron Elizabeth Alys 
Janet Jennifer Wright 


Following the universal success 
the film version of Richard 
book “A Doctor in the 
it was quite an idea to 
dramatize it, and for Jack Hvlton 
to put it on at his usual Crazy 
Gang headquarters, the Victoria 
The 
has assembled a com- 
vigorous cast, and the 


ol 


thor. 


Despite its boisterous. gaiety, 


the mischievous, near-adolescent 


charm of the budding medico so} 


deft!y conveyed in the screen ed- 
tion. 


(Continued on page 58) 


ae a however, the show never captures | 
This meller of missing diplomats | 


and scientists recalls the case of. 
several years ago of the defection | 


Ti’s an amateur league item. The 


story is unimaginative and poorly | 


scripted, the performances are 


eenerally uninspired and the lyrics, | 


ior the most part, are thin. The 


sional lift. 
The tuner, utilizing an al!-Negro 
cas!, was written by Carley Mills 


and Lorenzo Fuller, the latter also | 
He | 


dovbling as a lead periormer. 
and three other cast members, Ned 


\Wright, Moses LaMarr and Helen 
ierguson, are “Porgy and Bess” 
aumni. Also handling major as- 


signments are Butterily McQueen, 
wno has legit, film and 
credits; Phil Hepburn, who's 
peared on Broadway in a number 
of shows, and Jacqueline Barnes, 
who had been understucying the 
role in which she appears. 

The yarn, a feeble springboard 


for about 14 tunes, concerns two | 
after | 


siick New Yorkers who go 
pearls on a long forgotten South 
Sea island. One falls for the local 


princess and decides to stay, and | 


the other is forced to co the same. 
The vehicle takes some  potshots 
at certain aspects of progressive 
civilization, but the technique is 


sophomoric and the result ineftec- | 


tual. 

The choreography by Walter 
Nicks and Louis Johnson and ex- 
ecuted by six dancers, is adequate 
considering the limitations of the 
small stage. Serviceable seis and 
costumes were supplied respec- 
tively by Henry Buekmaster and 
Lew Smith. Jed Duane, founder of 
the Actor’s Playhouse, staged the 
production. Jess. 





MARCEL AYME VETOES 
TEST OF ‘CLEREMBARD’ 


French playwright Marcel Ayme 
has refused to okay a U. S. stock 
tryout of his comedy, “Clerem- 
bard.” The show was tentatively 
slated for production this week at 
the Murray Theatre, Princeton, 
N. J. The presentation would 


have employed the Norman Denny | 


adaptation as prepared for U. S. 
production by scenic designer Leo 
Kerz and Willem van Loon. 

Kerz, who's had the property 
under option for Broadway produc- 
tion for about a year, is understood 
to have been in favor of the Prince- 
ton test, but the author nixed it. 
The play was originally a hit in 

| Paris and the Denny adaptation 
was a success in London. 


Gets Goddard Post 


Plainfield, Vt., Aug. 7. 
Joseph Rosenberg, of Iowa City, 
| winner ef the 1955 Feldman Memo- 
{rial Award in Playwriting, has 
{been named as instructor in dra- 
!matics at Goddard College here. 
| A graduate student at the U. of 





It remains at best a good|N. Carolina and the State U. of | 
The show is likely holiday offering for this particular Iowa, he wrote plays and staged some noble who prefers readin: 


| productions, 


Haynes, | 
Martinez, | 


radio | 
ap- | 


ey 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


“A Sudden Spring,” currently being tried out in strawhat With 


| Celeste Holm as star, is a revise by Elinu Winer of the Halsted Welles 
| comedy fable with music, originally produced by Cheryl Crawford & 
| T. Edward Hambleton, for the Experimental Theatre (sponsored by 


i} the American National Theatre 


& 


Academy), at the Maxine Elliott 


| Theatre, N.Y., for six performances starting March 14, 1948. It is 4 
| light, imaginative yarn about an abori‘ve romance between a Circus 


| performer and a college president. 


Vera Zorina played the trapezg 


| artist in the original, with a cast including Rita Gam, Philip Bourneys 


_Ernest Truex and Geoffrey Lumb. 


It was staged by the author. 


| The strawhat edition, staged by Bill Butler, broke in last week at 
/the Pocono Playhouse, Mountainhome, Pa., and is playing this wee, 


|at the Falmouth Playhouse, Coonamassett, Mass. 
considered for Broadway this season by Alfred de Liagre Jr. Inciden. 


The script is being 


| tal tunes are by Irving Actman, with lyrics by Ruth Hughes Aarons, 


with Capt. 


| Harry Tierney tunes. 


The Painted Days 
Augusta, Mich., Aug. 1. 


Jack P. Ragotzy presentation of a new 





Charles Collyer to’ cover the same 
Mears, who was 78, also penned lyrics for George Gershwin and 


Stock Reviews 


| 


' 
} 


| The songs for the 1948 original were credited to Lorenzo Fuller. 





Addendum to the career of John Henry Mears, the theatrical man. 
ager and producer, who died July 26, was his career as a globetrotter. 
In 1913, he set a record tor circling the world, after leaving N.Y. and 
travelling 21.066 miles, in 35 days. 


In 1928, he flew a light plane 
route in 23 days, 


ing of his class who wishes to 
abolish “le droit” and Lisa, an in- 
telligent, strong-willed and attrac. 
tive peasant girl who faces mar- 
riage with a loutish merchant only 


| for the sake of her first night with 
i; the lord, 


play by John Byrne, in two acts (seven | 
| scenes). Staged by Ragotry; sets, Dusiy | 
| Reeds; lighting, Kichard Foose and Jack 
Herr; costumes, Karen Lauridsen, Vera 
Stough; sound, Gay Kleimenhagen. At 
Barn Theatre, Augusta, July 31,, ‘6. 

7-4 0.* sediaa atin. caeele Betty Ebert 
Cg Saar Edwin Barron 
P<. «side vasvabeaeeare Dusty Reeds 
| Minesin LOUreY ..cccccccntds John Newton 
DN ie aes. bates Jane McArthur 
[Tim ... LG bie ik Gk eee Jon Cypher 
oo Gy err Al Hinckley 
Ea ae Harry Dorman 
ES, "ake aaaee s Robert Turoff 


As a rule the reactions of first- 


nighters can be discounted, but the | 


audience response to 


this new, 


‘drama by 20th Century-Fox scrip- | 


ter John Byrne, could be a reliable 
yardstick. Broadway producers 
Adna Karns and Marshall Jamie- 
son had an option on “Painted 
Days,” but figured it was too Irish 
to be a good commercial bet. 
script was later sold to 20th-Fox, 
for production in Britain next year, 
and the studio put Byrne on the 
payroll. 

“Painted Days” was given minor 
reworking by strawhat producer- 
director Jack P. Ragotzy for tryout 
at his local Equity spot, but it’s 
still Byrne speaking, drawing on 
an authentic background acquired 
during lengthy residence in Ire- 
land. The author hasn’t let dialect 
or quaintness get in the way 
the interest-holding narrative 
about a blind girl brought to an 
Irish farm by her roughhewn but 
loving bridegroom, and her dismay 
when, on recovering her sight, she 
faces an ugly, drab world—in con- 
trast to the vividly-painted one 
she'd carried in her mind. 

Byrne has effectively blended 
‘realism and a poetic undertone, 
and creates sympathy for his in- 
teresting, lifelike characters. The 
drama hits a crackling climax when 
the bride first ‘‘sees” her husband 
for the first time. The ending has 
real suspense that hold the audi- 
ence taut. 


Jane McArthur gives an intense, | 


in the re- 
young wife, 


touching performance 
warding role of the 
and resident actor, 
gives a solidly convincing portrayal 
of the down-to-earth Irish stock 
dealer who fears that his bride’s re- 


i} covery of her sight will end their 


marriage. Betty Ebert (Mrs, Ra- 
gotzy), as a designing vixen cousin; 
| Dusty Reeds, as the bridegroom's 
stern-visaged, disapproving aunt, 
and Al Hinckley, as a friendly vet- 
erinarian, are genuinely helpful. 
The play, with a little more 
tightening and _ pointing, should 
stand a good chance for bigger 
showcasing. despite the possible 
limiting effect of its Gaelic — 


First Night 

Sea Cliff, N. Y., Aug. 1. 
Thomas G. Ratcliffe production of com- 

edy by A. P. Mollison. Directed by Louis 

Macmillan; set by Cleon Throckmorton; 

special art work, Warren Pfaff; costumes, 


John Newton | 


The situation is a cutie and 
should be productive of high mo. 
ments of low comedy. But the 
author has made too much of Lisa 
and the lord, too little of the cus- 
tom that gave the play its title ‘tie 
script was originally titled “Lisa 
and the Lord’ when read several 
years ago under the New Drama- 
tists Committee; change was made 
on religious grounds). Instead of 
good earthy farce, “Night” be- 
comes a romantic comedy that 


; never quite gets off the ground. 


Louis MacMillan’s direction is 
deft and spirited, producing a lot 


| more action than would be expect- 


The | 


of | 


ed on the single set, a combination 
interior-exterior of a peasant co'- 
tage that adds another well-earned 
feather to the cap of designer 
Cleon Throckmorton. 

Lenka Peterson is excellent u$ 
Lisa, and Peter Brandon, though 
occasionally thrown off stride by 
some of his stage business, does 
justice to the lerd. Edith King and 
Harry Bannister capitalize the 
roles of Lisa’s mother and prospec- 
tive father-in-law. Beulah Garrick 
is sweepingly comic as the domi- 
neering countess the lord is about 
to marry for.epolitical reasons, and 
Jeff Harris is acceptable as Lisa's 
suitor, as clever in the ways of 
commerce as he is stupid in those 
of love. 

But it is Vincent Gardenia who 
steals the scenes with his broadly 
lined characterization of a sensi- 
tive foot soldier who would rather 
be a cook. His consistent yock- 
pulling suggests that what the au- 
dience wants, what the play needs, 


|is considerably more slapstick re- 


lief. Al Spartie also does well in 
the minor role of a sergeant. 
Hank: 

Sound on the Goose 


Westport, Conn., July 29 
Lucille Lortel presentation of drama by 





Nicholas Biel. Staged by Frank Silvera: 
| settings, Roger Furman; assistant direc: 
tor, Luther James. At White Barn Thea: 
tre, Westport, Conn., July 29, ’36 

Cast: Richard Silvera, Jacqueline 
trand, Edward Groag, Billy James, Louis 
Gossett, Marilyn Thornton, James Alpe, 
William Edmondson, Lothar Rewalt, Sid 
Conrad, Osceola Archer, Edmund Wik 


liams, Jerry Raphael. 





As an outlet for theatrical talent 


| that might otherwise be indefinitely 


| Goose, 


submerged, Lucilie Lortel’s White 
Barn Theatre is performing 4 
worthwhile function in this straw- 
hat hideaway. Whether or not its 
newest tryout, “Sound on the 
could survive commercial 
presentation is anybody's guess. It 
dees, however, provide a _ better- 


| than-adequate showcase for some 


} Man 


good acting, writing and staging. 
And the physical production belies 
its two-performance existence 
Script is an interesting treatise 
on the web that entangles a Ger- 
immigrant family, living at 
the Erie Canal Basin in pre-C!v! 
War days, when its members inad- 


'vertently become involved in a @- 


Paul Townsen: lighting, John Coolidge. 
At Sea Cliff Summer Theatre, Sea Cliff, 
N.Y., July 30-Aug. 4, 756. 

SE Nika wie kos ees OES Lenka Peterson 
stp ehew eee oe wae Edith King 
Dy 5:6 S:hb ees 520s EROS S Jeff Harris 
RE” ro). go Salk GHe 6 Harry Bannister 
| Lord Fragonard ......... Peter Brandon 
PP. sy odes ebeR8M Beulah Garrick | 
Baer Vincent Gardenia 
First Sergeant Al Spartic | 
Soldiers.. 


John ‘Dullaghan, Jerry Pagano 


Billed as a 13th century satire, 
“First Night” develops into a bed- 


evening is even half through. Cen- 
tral theme of this medieval romp 





endary right 
; manor to spend the wedding night 
' with a peasant bride. 

Central characters are a hand- 


|books to the customary war-mak- 


jing slaves to escape to Canada. 
| Situations allow for a number of 


tense scenes which are generally 


well handled, from both acting and 


coat of a different color before the | 


directorial standpoints. 
Jacqueline Bertrand is excellent 
in femme lead, having a flair tor 
Gramatic delineation, and looks (9 
match. Good characterizations a'¢ 


,contributed by Edward Groag, ° 


is “le droit de seigneur,” the ley- | 
of the lord of the. 
cal 
‘wife; Sid Conrad, barge capta’. 


her husband; Lothar Rewalt, hc! 
father; William Edmondson, po:'' 
bigwig; Osceola Archer, | § 


+ 


Louis Gossett and Marilyn ‘hort- 


ton, escaping slaves; Billy Jamcs 
their friend. Bone. 
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Aussie Having Record Legit Boom 
With Broadway and London Imports 


Svdney, July 31. 

The Aussie legitimate scene is 
currently at its brightest and secms 
likely to continue through the lush 
Yuletide span at an alltime high. 

J. C. Williamson Ltd., ace Aussie 
legit operators, have hit the box- 
office jackpot here with the Lon- 
success, “Reluctant Debu- 
tante,” starring Britishers Roger 
Livesey and Ursula Jeans, and 
“Can-Can,” with Sheila Ar- 


don 


with 
naud. 

The Borovansky Ballet has 
passed it 1000th performance in 
this territory under the JCW ban- 
ner. Deal has just been signa- 
tured in 
Game” to play here at year’s end. 

A new Gilbert-Sullivan troupe 
opens Aug. 2 in Melbourne, and 
Frank Tait, m.d., is dickering tor 
more U.S. and British shows for 
here covering the ‘57 span. 

Garnet Carroll; top independent 
legit producer now abroad on 
major show buys, has had “Kismet’ 
running for nine months at the 
Princess, Melbourne. He will 
bring the musical into Sydney next 
month at the Empire theatre in 
association with JCW. 


- 


Carroll, longtime partner of the: 


late Ben Fuller, said he plans to 
jmport more New York and Lon- 
don successes, with the best talent 
available. 

David N. Martin, head of the 
Tivoli vaudeville loop, has broken 


into the legit field at the Eliz- | 


abethan theatre, Newtown, with 
“Witness for the Prosecution” and 


will probably have a good run. He | 


is now keen to spot more legit 


shows here this year and into °57. ' 





West German Theatre 


Gets $25 Million Subsidy, 


Employs 17,000 People 


Subsidized theatre in West Ger- 
many operates on an approximate 


25,000,000 annual budget. That’s 


based on a recently released Ger- | 


man Tourist Information Office 
survey of that country’s legit situa- 
tion. 

According to the data released 
by the GTIO through its N.Y. rep, 
Stephen Goerl Associates, there 
were around 300 theatres in opera- 
tion during the 1954-55 
Of those 114 were permanent sub- 
sidized companies. Another 127 
towns, with insufficient funds to 
maintain regular troupes, put on 
shows with guest performers, while 
around 


60 more theatres were 
privately operated. 

The legit empleyee roster for 

the "54-55 stanza, as noted in the 


survey, was 17,000, of which 4 200 | 
Production sta- 


were performers. 
for the season 
1,200 operas 
and 656 concerts, 
tions, 


tistics listed 1,900 
and operettas 
These presenta- 
the GTIO stated, drew 17,- 
700,000 patrons. 

Of the $25,000,000 theatre sub- 
sly, about two-thirds comes from 
the communities, while state and 


plays, 


federal funds aecount for the bal- | 


ance, derived largely from taxes 
On the state-owned gambling ¢a- 
sinos, Raffles are also used to 
raise legit production coin. The 
bo. tab for straight plays, inci- | 


dentally, usually starts at a low of 
about 50e. 





Theatre Ensemble Sets 
‘Hedda’ Revival Off-B’way 


rheatre Ensemble, a legit pro- 
Cucine 


1g partnership. has _ been 
formed by Jane White, Archie 
smiit 1 and Jed Horner. First | 


re of group will be a revival 
Hedda Gabler” at an undesig- 
hated off-Broadway theatre in Oc- 
lober or November. The project 
'S an outgrowth of a successful 


Production of the Ibsen drama last | 


ny at the Kaufman Auditorium, 


\liss White will play the title 


oie, with Smith as Eilert Lovborg, 
Helen Auerbach as Thea Elvsted, 
sccola Archer as Aunt Julia Tes- 
man, Estelle Hemsley as Bertha 
i Will Kuluva as Judge Brack. 

e 
her, with scenery by Hugh Hardy 
‘nd costumes by Frank Brady. 
The outfit plans the production 
three new scripts later in the 
season, 


| 


New York for “Pajama ' 


Show will be staged by Har-| 


+ 


A Doctor on the House 
Under New Equity Plan 


Getting a doctor 
outside-office call 
something of an achievement in 
New York, but should henceforth 
| be a routine matter for members 
of Actors Equity. A new service 
for union performers working in 
the Broadway area hns been insti- 
‘tuted under the Health Insurance 
Plan to handle the situation. 

Arrangement calls for doctors to 
visit theatres when requested to 
|\do so between the hours of 7 p.m. 
(to midnight. No charge is in- 
‘volved for the actor, Equity or the 
‘producer. All the performer has 
,to do is phone the proper number 
and identity himself. 


‘Bus Neited 3206 





to make an 
has become 


| 





Backers of “Bus Stop” had 
earned a 257° profit on their $60,- 
000 investment as of a June 2 ac- 
counting. That covered the May 


5 closing of the touring company, | 


which followed by two weeks the 
‘fold of the Broadway production. 


Roger L. Stevens two-company ven- | 


‘ture included operating profit, 
stock and foreign royalties, film 
coin on the sale of the William 


Inge play to 20th-Fox for $75,000 
down, plus weekly payments on 
profit stanzas up .to a $250,000 
ceiling, and other sundry revenue. 


The net profit, as lis ed below, 
represents the take after deduc- 
tion of director Harold Clurman’s | 
d¢o Share, which he got in addi- 
tion to 2) of the gross on both 
companies, Highlights trom. the 
| June 2 audit include the follow- 
ing: 

Original capital (repaid), $60,- 
000. 


Net profit, $337,126. 

Total distributed profit, $320,000 
‘split 50-50 between the backers 
and management). 


WEDGE IS A WHATSIS 
CLICK IN ATLANTIC CITY 


Atlantic City, Aug. 7. 

There may be some question 
whetber the Wedge Summer Caba- 
ret, presenting stripper Julie Gib- 
son in “White Cargo,” is legit, 
nitery or burlesque, but it’s cer- 
tainly show biz. The spot on the 
boardwalk adjoining the Ritz Carl- 
ton Hotel, just had a six-week run 
with the show. 
| Under local regulations, legit 
may not be presented in a frame 
building. So producers 
Ottenberg and Al Nirenberg in- 
stalled a bar and added tables and 
chairs. Their show, the same as 
they played last year in Philly 





Season, ! 


strawhat at Bristol, Pa.. was a 
hoked up version of the old Leon 
Gordon meller about the colonial 
agent and the sexy native girl. 
Ottenberg and Nirenberg use a 
full Equity company, with Leslie 
Cutler as director and Ervil Hart 


Stage manager. Besides seeking ! 
additional bookings for the balance 
of this season, the partners are 
muttering about some fairly spec- 
tacular shows for next year, in- 


cluding such brainstorms as Laurel 
‘and Hardy .playing the two old 
ladies in “Arsenic and Old Lace.” 
Menasha Skulnik in “Seven Year 
iItch” and Tallwlah Bankhead in 
“Little Women.” As they explain 
it, they’re looking for ‘something 
different.” 





Columbus Papers Match 
N.Y. Show Trip Packages 


Columbus, Aug. 7. 
Two local dailies are offering 
rival all-expense show trips to New 
York for the early fall. 


cursion for Oct. 7-13 and the Dis- 
/ patch a five-day jaunt over the 
long Labor Day weekend. 

| Former will cost $106.50 per per- 
son, including theatre tickets. The 
latter will be $65, but does not in- 
j clude legit. 


On $60,000 Ante 


Buddy | 


vaude houses and at John Kenley’s 


The Citi-. 
'zen has skedded a seven-day ex-. 


| STARBUCK CLAIM SETTLED 





$7,500 Payment In Dispute Over 
‘Fanny’ Choreography 

Breach of contract claim of 
choreographer James Starbuck 
against Joshua Logan and David 
, Merrick, producers of “Fanny,” 
has been scttled for $7,500. The 
case had been scheduled for arbi- 
, tration. 


Tent Theatres a Hypo to Local Biz; 
A New Angle to an Old Situation 


Starbuck was originally signed | 


to do the Cances tor the musical, 


but was replaced during the tryout | 


tour, with Helen Tamiris taking 
over. 


Trim Distrib Of 
Actors Fund Tix 


| Distribution of tickets has been 
_tightened for Actors Fund of 
America benefits. The organiza- 
tion is limiting allotment to actors 
working on Proadway to two each, 
including members of the company 
giving ithe benefit performance. 
The previous practice was to give 
ja larger number of ducats to the 
| performing contingent. 

In cases where the demand ex- 
ceeds the available number of 
seats, it'll be on a first-come-first- 
served basis. Those unable to get 


seats will lave first cail at the nexi | 


benefit performance. In reverse 
situations where the demand isn’t 
too heavy, more than the two- 
ducat minimum will be allowed. 


The Fund's move stemmed from 
actor beets over the unayailabiliiy 


ance some weeks ago of “My Far 
Lady.” Ovcr 690 performers signed 
a petition to the Equity council 
protesting the distribution of seais 
for the show. Approximately 400 
| seats had already been accounied 
| for before the Fund began its d’s- 
tribution, including tix taken by 
,the producing office and the the- 
atre management. 

In situations where a heavy de- 
mand for tickets is anticipated, the 
producer and theatre owner will 
be asked to release the bulk of 
their house seats for distribution 
by the Fund. That was done ai 
a recent “Most Happy Fella” 
benefit. 

Facing the Fund in the situation 


is the necessity of reserving 
enough desirable seats for each 
‘benefit to accommodate its rezu- 
ilar clientele. That is a_ sizable 
i} group, which attends all benetit 
performances, and as such, pro- 
|vides a backbone of business for 
the whole benefit setup. That is 


in contrast to the tendency of work- 
ing actors to patronize the benefit 
performances of only the smash 
hits. 


‘GINGER’ SUBSID RIGHTS 
_ ACCOUNTS FOR PROFIT 


“Time Out for Ginger,” which 
had a seven-month Broadway run 
during the 1952-53 season, has be- 
come a delayed financial hit and a 
hot property on the amateur mar- 
ket. The Shepard Traube-Gordon 
| Pollock (in association with Don 
Hershey) production recently made 
a $10,000 profit divvy, after repay- 
ing a $17.500 balance on its $50,000 
investment last January. The sub- 
sidiary-rights income has been a 
key factor in the payoff. 

The Ronald Alexander comedy, 
which toured for two seasons sub- 
sequent to its N.Y. run, picked up 
| $18,663 from stock and amateur 


|}ing Jast May. .Other income dur- 
|ing that period included $3,600 
from CBS-TV for its video pre- 


sentation of the play and $540 from 
Hal Wallis for a short term option, 
later dropped, on the film rights. 


‘Saint’ to Get Reprieve 
In Dublin and Via TV 


Paul Vincent Carroll’s “Wayward 
Saint,” a Broadway flop of 1955, 
is getting delaved action in a 
scheduled presentation on the Lux 





Cancel Strawhat Test 
of Hecht’s ‘Winkleberg’ 


Boston, Aug. 7. 

Lee Falk has cancelled a tryout 
of the new Ben Hecht drama, 
“Winkleberg,” at his Boston Sum- 
mer Theatre. He ssvs he and 
Jerome Capp, brother of cartoonist 
Al Capp, will produce the play on 
Vroadway this fall, after a tuneup 
tour. 

The strawhat operator explains 
that the local break-in was called 
off because of Hecht’s film corn- 
mitments on the Coast. The play 
deals with a character resemoiing 
the late Greenwich Villave eccen- 
tric, Maxwell Bodenheim. but is 
not a literal biog, Falk declares. 


CBS Himself OK'd 


Siobhan as Joan 


Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 7. 
Siobhan McKenna, Irish 





actress 


who will play the title role in a’ 


revival of “Saint Joan” as the final 
production of the Cambridece 


‘Drama Festival, has revealed that 


beg | of tickets for a benefit periorm- 
Income on the Robert Whitehead- | periorme | 


she was once recommended for the 
part by Bernard Shaw himself. The 


| actress was here last week to look 


‘over the three-level Elizabethan 
| stage of Harvard's Sanders The- 
atre, where the drama will open 
Aug. 15. 

Miss McKenna revealed that she 
had first translated “Joan” into 
|Caelic. Later she learned that 


Shaw had given permission tor the 
play to be produced in Gaelic by 
Irish group at An Taibhdheare, on 


a royalty-free basis. She also was 


{told that the author had written 
to Gabriel Pascal, who held the 
rights to his plays. advising him 
to take note of an Irish actress 
named Siobhan McKenna. 

“After that, it didn’t seem to 
take quite so much temerity to >- 
dertake the role,” she says. She 
played it in Gaelic at An Tailbisc- 
theare and in English for four 


‘formance at the Paris Festival 


months at the Gaiety Theatre, Dub- | 


Jin, and then for six months in 
London, to unusual critical praise. 
She was invited to repeat the per- 
last 


;spring, but the British Arts Coun- 


rights during the 15 months end- | 


Video Theatre, Aug. 30, and a stage | 


‘production at the Gate Theatre, 
Dublin, in September. 
| Liam Redmond will 
role he created in the Courtney 
Burr-John Byram production in 
'both the tele and Dublin editions. 
Appearing with him in the legit 


repeat 


|make an Ireland-Hollywood 
jfor the Lux offering. 


hop 


the | 


cil vetoed the idea of a play by an 
Irishman about a French woman 
played by an Irish woman in Paris 
— as an English project. 

The actress reveals that she has 
always felt a spiritual kinship with 
Joan. “My name, Siobhan, is Irish 
for Joan,” she explains. “Literally, 
it means ‘White Spirit’.” 

Following the local engagement, 
“Saint Joan” will play. a week's 
arena-style stand at the Plavhouse 
in the Park, Philadelphia, then go 


to the Phoenix Theatre, N. Y., to 
open the fall season for the off- 
Broadway group It will subse- 
quently be telecast by NBC 


‘BRIDGE’ LOST $50,048 
OF $75,000 BANKROLL 


“View from the Bridge.” which 
had a 19-week Broadway run last 
season, represented a $50.048 loss 
on a $75,000 investment. The Ar- 
thur Miller play, produced by 
Kermit Bloomgarden, was recent], 
presented in expanded form at the 


Theatre on the Green, Wellesley 
Mass. When done on Broadway 
it comprised the major part of a 
double bill 

Included in the baiance of cap- 
ital on the production, but listed 
as an undistributable item is a 


$1,000 advance rovalty on the Brit- 
ish rights. Prospects of a produc- 
tion there, however, look dim. The 
play has been banned by Britain’s 
Lord Chamberlain. 


Quayle Exits Stratford 


London, Aug. 7. 
Anthony Quayle, co-director with 
Glen Byam Shaw of the Shakes- 


| peare Memorial Theatre, Stratford- 
'on-Avon, has resigned to concen- 
i version will be Michael MacLiam- | 
,moir, who'll handle the part cre- | 
,ated by Paul Lukas. Redmond will | 


tra‘e on his acting career. Shaw 
now becomes sole director. 
Quayle’s immediate plans _ in- 


clude a possible stage appearance 
,and a couple of film projects. 


* Tent theatres, a spreading sum- 


mer legit development in recent 
years, are having an obvious but 
usually overlooked payoff aspect. 
That's their stimulating cliect on 
,community economics. It’s an ac- 
centuatjon of the rule that applies 
to all entertainment media that 
draw people out of their homes, 
with consequent expenses in cate- 
gories ranging from gasoline to 
gastronomy. 

Regular barn theatres are simi- 
larly effective in hypoing local 
business, but the impact is greater 
in the case of the canvastops, be- 
cause they generally accomodate 
‘larger audiences. ITIlustrating the 
community pavoff wrinkle is the 
near-1,600-seat Finger Lakes Lyric 
Circus, located in Skaneateles, N.Y. 
The town has a population of ap- 
preximately 2,800. 

A hefty amount of coin, stem- 
ming from the theatre itseli, is 
brought into the communiiyv each 
summer. The tent is currently in 
its. fifth year of operation. Funds 
that make their way from the can- 
vastop to various localites include 


living expenditures of, the talent 
involved in the operation. Around 
. $5,000. weekly is shelled out in 


salaries, with a large perecntage 
of that going for boarding at pri- 


vate homes, food, cleaning, laun- 
dry and other essentials. 
3esides the salary angle, the 


tent patronizes local businessmen 
for practically all its needs. That 
includes lumber for sets, printing 
‘exclusive of ads), electrical work, 
-ete. The local ice cream and soda 
pop distributors also get inio the 
picture as do organizations uliliz- 
ing the theatre for benefits, on 
which they clear a healthy take. 
Around 700 costumes for this sea- 
son’s shows are another item be- 
ing made locally, while townspeo- 
ple are employed as ushers and 
parking lot attendants. 

The audience, which comprises 
localites and patrons from = arcas 
outside Skaneateles, also figures in 
the community payolf., With an 
average of 500 cars showing up at 
the theatre nightly, it’s figured 

(Continued 


Dick Aldrich Sez He’s 
Left Theatre for Keeps; 
Insists He Wrote ‘Mrs. A’ 


on page 593) 


Boston, Aug. 7 

Former Broadway and summer 
thea re producer Richard Aldrich 
has given up show business tor 
keeps. He is quoted as revealing 
‘that in an interview with Boston 
Globe film-leyvit critic Marjorie 
Adams, published here last week 


under a Madrid dateline. 

Aldrich, recently appointed di- 
rector of operations for the U. S 
mission to Spain, after several 
vears on the embassy stall of Am- 
bassador John Lodge, is quoted as 
saying, “My career as a producer 
lwas a very bappy one. I enjoyed 
it. But I did not get the personal 


satisfaction I have had trom my 
four years in the Navy nor in my 
present position.”’ 

The former producer says that 
he is still one of the directors of 


the Raymond Moore Foundation on 
Cape Cod, but has disposed of all 
his other interests. He intends ul- 
timately to make his permanent 
home in East Dennis, where he has 
had a summer residence for many 
years. It is only a short distance 
from Dennis, the Cape Cod village 


where he formerly operated the 
Cape Playhouse 
The ‘interview represents Ald 
rich as insisting that he, and not 
(Continued on page 58) 


Brit. Version of French 
‘Shanghai’ for Edinburgh 

Edinburgh, Aug. 7 
Members of the Oxford U. The- 
atre Group will give the first Brit- 
ish Isles production of the Paris 
stage success, “Storm in Shang- 
hai,’ at the Edinburgh Festival. 
Play is adapted from a novel by 
Andre Malraux. Performances will 
be given in a church hall because 


of shortage of theatre accommo- 
dation. 
Each member has contributed 


from $15 to $150, and will get a 
proportionate share of the re- 
\ceipts. After each performance 
the students will change-eostumes 
to present a late-night revue, “Bet- 
‘ter Late.” 
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Gertrude Berg in ‘Cadillac’ Record 
$18,066, Philly: Other Barn Grosses 


Philadelphia, Aug. 7. 


The Playhouse in the Park set | 


a new record last week with 
“Solid Gold Cadillac” starring 
Gertrude Berg. The gross was 
$18,066, as compared to the former 
high of $16,100 set by “Picnic 
last summer. And with a $2.50 top. 

For the first time since Mar- 
garet Truman appeared in the 
Playhouse in 1954 in ‘Autumn 
Crocus,” the spot was sold out in 
advance of last Monday’s opening. 
The rest of the week was merely a 
matter of chairs and standees. The 
legal number of chairs permitted 
at the tent theatre is 110 and that 
figure was reached at all evening 
and matinees performances after 
the opening. 

That was unprecedented. The 
former high advance-gross was the 
Truman show, but at that time the 
Playhouse over-all capacity was 
1066 whereas now it is 1149. 

Current bill is “Bus Stop,” with 
Glenn Anders. Next week will be 
the Robert Q. Lewis revue, “What's 
the Rush,” the first musical show 
ever offered at this municipally- 
operated tent. The _ Playhouse’s 
final offering, the week of Sept. 3, 
will be the Cambridge Drama Fes- 
tival production of Shaw’s “Saint 
Joan,” with Siobhan McKenna as 
star. 





Stratford, Conn., $25.300 
Stratford, Conn., Aug. 7. 

The addition of “Taming of the 
Shrew” last Sunday (5), after sev- 
eral previews, helped the Ameri- 
can Shakespeare Festival Theatre 
to its most festive week of the sea- 
son, $25,300 for eight shows. 
Hereafter, a Wednesday matinee 
will replace the Sunday night per- 
formances. 

More than 1,200 Columbia U. 
summer teachers college attendees 
attended Saturday and Sunday 
(4-5). 


‘Opera’ 12G, Cambridge, Mass. 
Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 7. 


“Beggar’s Opera,” presented by | 


the Cambridge Drama Festival at 
Sanders Theatre, Harvard, racked 
up $8,800 for the first four per- 
formances, opening July 25, and 
$12,000 for its second week, end- 
ing Saturday (4). Opening produc- 
tion was “King Henry V.” 

‘Opera” holds’ through next 
Saturday (11). Siobhan McKenna 
opens Aug. 15 in “Saint Joan” in a 
pre-Broadway tryout. Sanders is 
a 1,100-seater with pew-type seats, 
a three-level Elizabethean stage, 
with newly installed air cooling. 





Maggie O’Brien $12,800, Det 

Detroit, Aug. 7. 
Margaret O'Brien drew a fair 
$12,800 in “Gigi” at the 1,400-seat 
Northland Playhouse last week. 
The second week of “Guys and 
Dolls” grossed $18,200 at the 1,500- 
seat Melody Circus. The break- 
evens are $10,500 for Northland 
and $12,000 for Melody. The for- 
mer has a potential capacity of 
$25,678 at a $3.60 top, and the lat- 
ter a $41,982 potential canacity at 


a $4 top. Both tenters offer 25% 
discounts. 

Current productions are ‘“The|} 
Time of the Cuckoo,” starring 


Luther Adler and Claire Luce, at | 
Wa- | 


Northland, and “Paint Your 
gon,” featuring Tony Bavaar in his 
original Broadway role of Julio, at 
the Melody. 





Olney, Md., Aug. 7. 


Two-week stand of “Sabrina 


Fair” at Olney Theatre grossed a/| 


nice $12,500 for Players, Inc. 
week was good for $5,500. 
$7,900 in the final stanza. 

“Much Ado About Nothing” in 
modern dress opens tonight (Tues.) 
at this strawhatter for a fortnight 
run. 


First 
with 


Edwin Lester, head of the Fris- 


co-Los Angeles Civic Light Opera, | 
is negotiating to produce the road-| 


show “My Fair Lady” on the Coast, 
after which it would go to Chicago 
for a run. 








+ 
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New Haven Has Bumper 
Tryout Lineup Skedded 


New Haven, Aug. 7. 
Shubert Theatre here has an im- 


| rant. 


| clincher. 


Buff. Erlanger Doomed; 
City Won’t Acquire It 


Buffalo, Aug. 7. 
The Erlanger Theatre, local legit 
house, has received its death war- 
Announcement last week by 
the Buffalo Common Council of 


|; the abandonment of its proposal 


to acquire the property for sub- 
leasing to private interests was the 
That seemingly pre- 


cludes the possibility of saving 


pressive lineup of tryouts sched-| Buffalo as .a touring stand for 


uled for early fall. 

Due for local baptism 
“Harbor Lights,” with Linda Dar- 
nell, Sept. 12-15; “Reluctant Debu- 





| Marshall, 
'Cart,” with Maurice Evans, Sept. 
| 26-29: “Bells Are Ringing,” with 
| Judy Holliday. Oct. 13 and 15-20, 


tante,” with Edna Best and Sarah 
Sept. 19-22; “Apple 


and “Girls of Summer,” with Shel- 
ley Winters, Oct. 24-27. 


Sees Negroes in ‘Faces, 


But Asks About Those 





Mill Workers in ‘Game’. 








ALLAN 
JONES 


~ Opening Aug. 12 thru Aug. 22 

KOKO CLUB 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Management 


LOU IRWIN, Hollywood, Calif. 














| Editor, VARIETY: 


New York. 


Getting my first look a few 
nights ago at “New Faces of '56,” 


I noted that producer Leonard 
Sillman has again shrewdly in- 
cluded Negroes in the revue. 


Eartha Kitt was an outstanding 
element in Sillman’s last previous 
“New Faces,” and I was gratified 
to see Negroes in the _ present 
show. 


It set me wondering. Why don’t 
other producers use Negroes when 
circumstances warrant? If the 
performers involved are talented; 
it’s bound to add diversity and 
balance to the show. For example, 
why not in “Pajama Game,” which 
involves the employees of a pajama 
| factory? 

skulled factory owner also draw 





i color line? 


We all recognize that Washing- 
| ton is a backward city in certain 
|regards, and that there are no 
Negroes on the Senators baseball 
|team, so it may be logical to ex- 
|clude them from the 
|“Damn Yankees,” especially since 
|the New York players don’t ap- 
| pear on stage. Maybe similar rea- 
soning applies to “Fanny,” which 
lis localed in Marseilles; ‘“‘My Fair 

Lady,”’ which deals with London 
| society, and even “Most Happy 
| Fella,” which takes place in a vine- 
| yard of the Napa Valley of Cali- 
fornia. 

But only in “Mr. Wonderful,” in 
which the audience-attracting tal- 
ent and reputation of Sammy 
Davis Jr. have been providing em- 
| ployment for numerous white per- 
formers, and in Sillman’s “New 
Faces,” does the current musical 
theatre represent a cross-section 
of American life. 


Jack MacDuff. 


‘Sue Donlevy for $39,928 








| For Coast ‘Hearts’ Exit | 


Los Angeles, Aug., 4. 


Carthay Productions, legit outfit 
| Which operated the Carthay Circle 


a $39,928 breach of 
against Brian 
plaint charges 


The com- 
the 


Donlevy. 
that 


of Hearts” cost the firm that sum. 
Donlevy withdrew the day rehears- 
als started, to fill a picture com- 
mitment. 


“Hearts” was presented on sched- | 


ule with Jerome Cowan starring 
but, the suit alleges, Donlevy’s 
breach of an oral agreement cre- 
ated an added expense to the pro- 
duction. 








=——_a_ Continued from page 0 ee 


a ghost writer, actually wrote “Ger- 
trude Lawrence As Mrs. A.,” the 
bestseller biography of his late 
actress-wife. He asserts that al- 
though Fanny Holtzmann, Miss 
Lawrence’s attorney and _ friend, 
gathered much of the material for 
'the book, he did the writing. Proof 
|of that will have to come when he 
| writes his next book on the Cape, 
| he declares. 
| Aldrich was married in June of 
last year in Tangier, to Betty Boyd, 
|a Louisiana-born former model. In 
| Summarizing his final break with 
| the theatre, the story quotes him 
| as Saying, “I have a new wife, a 
;new job, a new home and a new 
| career.” 


Or does that concrete- 


cast of | 





W |the expense of the broader, 
rheatre here last season, has filed {tier situations in the original. 
contract suit | 





| legit in the foreseeable future. 
are | 


At the same time, a contributor 
to the Foundation To Preserve The 
Legitimate Theatre In Western 
New York which was active this 
spring in advertising for funds 
with which to save the legal thea- 
tre, has inquired via the Morn- 
ing’s Mail column of the Courier- 
Express whether contributors will 
get their money back. 


A proposal for the city to re- 
model the Klainhans Music Hall, 
at an estimated cost of $325,000, 
for use as a touring legit stand 
appears to be cold. It had been 
suggested as an alternative to tak- 
ing over the Erlanger. 








Tent Theatres Hypo 
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that some of the gas used is pur. 
chased in Skaneateles. It’s also real- 
ized that a number of the theatre’s 
customers patronize the local eat- 
eries either before or after the 
show. 


Also benefiting from the opera- 
tion, are newspapers and radio and 
tv stations in the area. The tent 
takes spots on seven radio and two 
tv outlets, while ads are inserted 
in approximately 20 papers rang- 
ing from smalltown weeklies of 
1,000 circulation to major dailies 
in the 100,000 circulation class. 


This year’s season, which began | 
June 16 and ends Sept. 9, includes | 
seven shows, with two being of- | 
The | h c 
|'excellence of the acting company. 


fered for a fortnight each, 
others are on a one-week basis. 
That’s a drop from 11 productions 


sons. Use of the house for bene- 
fits has been growing since the 
policy was initiated two 


summer, 


The canvastop also has a sea- 
sonal ticket plan that runs from 
a Saturday matinee low of $3.50 
for all seven shows to a Thursday- 
Sunday night high of $19.25. The 
breakdown on.the Saturday after- 
noon tab comes to 50c a produc- 
tion. The tent also puts out a 
special seasonal souvenir program, 
covering all shows, instead of an 
individual booklet for each produc- 
tion. 

The tent is operated by Walter 
Davis. 


Shows Abroad 
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Doctor in the House 


house, at worst a slapstick farce | 


over-emphasizing the sex angle at 
wit- 


The three main characters lodge 
together with a glamorous bru- 


actor’s | nette who confines her amorous at- 
abrupt bowout as star of “King |tentions with wifelike devotion to | 
As | 
he has a perpetual income so long | 
as he remains in this category, he } 
| does no work and cheerfully fails | 


the eldest, perennial student. 


all exams. 
Scenery is confined to one set, 


| which reduces some of the funniest | 
unreal sur- | 


episodes into forced, 
roundings that make the humor 
labored instead of spontaneous as 


in the quickly switching technique | 


of the screen. Apart from the cou- 


ple who are as good as married, | 


love interest is fixed on the bash- 


| ful new recruit whose lovelife, ac- 
| cording to the others, badly needs 
| pepping up. 


More time is spent 
on achieving a temporary mate for 


| him than on medical education. 


Alan White, Philip Gilbert and 
Edward Woodward score equally 
as the irresponsible students and 
Frank Thring booms sarcastically 
as the chief surgeon. Sonya Cor- 
deau, a welcome newcomer from 
Paris, is warmly appealing as the 
accommodating femme who finally 
coaxes her man to marriage. Doug- 
las Ives offers a standard cockney 
characterization as a hospital or- 
derly, while Anthea Askey and 
Jennifer Wright play contrasting 
types of amorously inclined nurses, 
under the forbidding eye of the 
battleaxe of a matron emphasti- 
cally portrayed by Elizabeth Alys. 

Play is well directed by Richard 
Bird. Clem. 





last year, and 12 the first three sea- | Players in 


seasons | 
ago, with over 20 lined up for this | 








es, 


‘Shows Out of Town 


Taming of the Shrew 
Stratford, Conn., Aug. 5. 


American Shakespeare Festival presen- 
tation of John Houseman revival of com- 
edy in three acts, by William Shake- 
speare. Staged by Norman Lloyd; setting, 
Rouben Ter-Arutunian; costumes and 
color, Dorothy Jeakins; production and 
lighting, Jean Rosenthal; music, Irwin 


Allen Bazelon. At American Shakespeare * 


Festival Theatre, Stratford, Conn., Aug. 
5, °56; $4.40 top. 

De sit viweesacceee Donald Harron 
EN sds oboe & eek ie bree Mitchell Agruss 


Biondello Jack Waltzer 


= A) ee Patrick Hines 


| 66S e-a0 6 60.066 ai Nina Foch 
DA <0 abe dagaaaad sian Barbara Lord 
rer rer ase Fritz Weaver 
cs dec cucee-du ann Kendall Clark 
DO tk eeeresen wns Morris Carnovsky 
De: cvseveeeen ek ue Pernell Roberts 
Pe + se ceesneseedcs Michael Miller, 

Clarence Burbage 
DL) 2s <evininedceusen Harvey Grossman 
ee re , James Moran 
es bbs eaceadee Michael Lindsay-Hogg 
0 RTE er Joseph Ziegler 
I, ihe Wa eee lenge we David Milton 
kp eieke bod een as Robert Morris 
PE is tbbananeesoseuek Rod Colbin 
 — aa ee William Cottrell 
RCC Simm Landres 
Dy 00.0% BeenGakecee Frederick Rolf 
EY ii nino 60.64 bee kes Whitford Kane 
Baer Wee .«cccesese Pamela Saunders 
Cersweemeer Bly coc ccecnsss Mike Kellin 
Ss oa d's ad ond é Raabe Tomi Romer 
PD s6nssrweceawawedenks Stanley Bell 
ES oka es pPeteon capos ak Susan Lloyd 
oR eee Whitford Kane 
Others........John Frid, Charles Meier, 


James Tuttle 


“The Taming of the Shrew,” as 
the third and final production, puts 
a pronounced stamp on the Ameri- 
can Shakespeare Festival Theatre’s 
second season and provides anoth- 
er fetching item to join ‘Measure 
for Measure” for the balance of 
the summer. 


Comparatively, ‘“Measure” is still 
the season’s best. While “Shrew’’ 
comes off as a superior treatment 
of the farce standby, the impres- 
sion is that director Norman Lloyd 
and producer John Houseman have 
tried too hard to give the property 
something extra. They have even 
added the ring of a cash register 
as Gremio itemizes his intended 
diary for Bianca. Such a wonder- 
fully equipped stage and Rouben 
Ter-Artunian’s versatile  latticed 
setting apparently generate too 
many temp tations to be resisted. 

This “Shrew” will gladden its 
audiences mostly because of the 


Pernell Roberts, one of the lesser 
“Measure,”  distin- 
guishes himself as a dynamic, mas- 
culine Petruchio. Nina _ Foch’'s 
Kate, remarkably athletic in her 
shrew stage, metamorphosizes quite 
attractively. 

There are superb comic perform- 
ances by Fritz Weaver, for all his 
overdone makeup, as the old suitor 
Gremio; Morris Carnovsky as Pet- 
ruchios’ man Grumio; and the com- 
pelling Donald Harron as the win- 
ner of Bianca. In the introduction 
which cues the play-within-the- 
play, and intermittently through 
the proceedings, Mike Kellin does 
a stickout broad comedy job as 
Christopher Sly. Barbara Lord, a 
Stratford apprentice, proves an at- 
tractive and charming Bianca. 

Lloyd has paced the farce swift- 
ly, across the broad ramped stage 
and down the various vertical ex- 
its. His use of the wairdies who 
are Petruchio’s servants is very ef- 
fective. 


Dorothy Jeakins’ costumes not | 


only succeed in showing what the 
well-dressed Paduan will wear, but 
are particularly helpful to the 
comic players. Elem. 


The Man Who Stopped | 


the City 
Hollywood, July 26. 


Center Stage Production of drama in 
two acts (10 scenes), by William Cope- 
land. Staged by Paul Gurev; setting, 
Bobbe. At Center Stage, Hollywood, Cal., 
July 26, °56; $2.20 top. 

Jim Rudd 
Terry Lee 
George 


Sam Buffington 
Jan Englund 
sad ole bie . Mark Lowell 
Sandy Andrews ........... Roger Pace 
Geologists Robert Mains, Don Doremus 
Kate Mercer Yvette Vickers 
Mrs. Andrews Cay Crooks 
Martin Lake Allen Doremus 
Dr. Maran 


| Sgt. Nordene ........... James L. Mains | 
| W. C. Greene at Charles Belmont | 
Announcers..Don Doremus, Mario Lomeli | 
Tourist ae ate Alice March 
Businessman : .. Robert Mains | 
Women..Jeanne Latham, Carol Sherman 
Gambler Sahiba es . Ken Coffey 
Family Woman ........... Alice March 
Purse Woman ...... - Sandy Sevano 
*Sruck Driver ....e. Robert Kalkbrenner 
Mayor me ais George Reel 
Crowd....... Glenn Adams, Cay Crooks, 


Elaine Youngstein, Hildegard 
Stevens, Rod Bergman 


Several dramatic cliches have 
been strung together by William 
Copeland in this new _ two-act 
drama. The results are sometimes 
interesting, but some glaring plot 
holes relegate it to the realm of 
little theatre entertainment. Play- 
wright apparently had some idea 
of making it into a tv drama as 
well, but since it reaches a climax 
at the midway point with the in- 
evitable result telegraphed, there’s 
little hope for it there either. 

Copeland’s yarn combines civic 
graft with the suspense elements of 
a “Man on the Ledge” theme. It’s 
about the big steal of a public 
beach by an oil firm which has 
greased enough palms so that the 





Mario Lomeli | 





area is declared polluted. One os 
the three local newspapers won't 
touch the story because the eqj. 
tor has succeeded in blackjackin 
more advertising out of the olf 
firm. 

Copeland never satisfactorily ex. 
plains why the others aren't ap. 
proached. The hero, who runs 
hamburger stand at the beach 
finally gets his message to the peo. 
ple by climbing out on a window 
ledge, creating a traffic jam that 
“stopped he city” and paving the 
way for the denouement. 

Show is played in a combination 
of proscenium and central stagins 
and skillfully directed by Payj 
Gurev and some good perform. 
ances enhance the production. Best 
are Sam Buffington as the editor 
Roger Pace as the hamburger herg 
and Jan Englund as an idealistic 
young reporter. Mark Lowell does 
a good comedy supporting job and 
there are also good bits from 
Charles Belmont as the mayor's 
bagman and George Reel as the 
mayor. Kap. 











In the Best Tradition 














New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Something took place recently 
that makes me proud of being 
interested in the theatre. 

Danny Melnick (treasurer at the 
Rivoli) and his wife conduct a sum. 
mer camp for youngsters. It is 
called Gray Gables Jr. Theatrical 
Workshop, and is located at Kitch- 
awan, N. Y. Sunday, the youngsters 
were scheduled to put on their first 
production, namely “Finian’s Rain- 
bow.” The show was to start at 2 
p. m. At 10:30 in the morning, 
the young man scheduled to play 
the male lead, namely the part of 
Woody Mahoney, reported sick and 
not able to go on. A phone call 
was made to Harry Stockwell. This 
came about by reason of the fact 
that Mrs. Stockwell was helping 
on the choreography, and her 
daughter was playing the role of 
Susan Mahoney. As you _ know, 
Stockwell had played the Mahoney 
role years. ago in New York and 
on the road. Like a good trouper, 
he hot-footed it up to Kitchawan 
and saved the day by reenacting 
his role. 

I was in the audience, and the 
phase that I thrilled at was not 
so much his response to an emer- 
gency, but rather the spirit in 
which he played. He gave every- 
thing he had, as if it were a regu- 
lar Broadway performance. At 
the same time, though he was the 
only professional on the stage, he 
integrated his performance with 
the youngsters, so that he was 
right ‘‘with them,” and not look- 
ing down on them. An amazing 
thing was his ability to recall the 
lines of the part, and also fit into 
the direction without any advance 
rehearsal. 

An interesting sidelight is that 
the way in which Mrs. Stockwell 
became involved is that a week 
before, she went to the camp mere- 
ly to visit her daughter. When she 
saw that assistance was needed in 
the choreography, she changed her 
plans and stayed the entire week 
to help out. J. S. Seidman 

(The writer is with the Certified 
Public Accounting firm of Seidman 
& Seidman, which has a number 
of theatrical accounts. He is also 
a frequent investor in Broadway 
shows. Ed.) 


—— 
— 


DEAR MR. SAROYAN 
. »» or anybody! 


Could you tell me what CONNEC 
TIONS look like? Are they short or 
tall? Thin or fat? Do they laugh 
cry ... or maybe sing? 

1 am told I need them so, If you can 
spare half a dozen assorted ones, wil! 
you send them along? 

Four year battle scarred production 
man still punching. Anything i? 
Show Biz. Resume. 


BOX 482, VARIETY, 
154 West 46th St., New York, N. Y- 


— 
—_ 


A 


Dramatic Arts School with schedule 
two years course covering 41! 
branches show business including !¢ 
gitimate, motion picture, TV, ay 
has vacancy for competent principa’. 
Students reside on campus. Facilities 
include 500 seat fully equipped 7 
ern playhouse. Applicant must 
fully experienced and able teach “00 
supervise staff. Situated within } 
miles of New York. Post inclu ne 
five-room cottage. Those interestec 
in this position give full particulars 
of theatrical, teaching experience one 
state salary expected. Apply Box 16° 
































Variety, 154 W. 46 St.. New York, N.Y- 
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L.A. Plenty Lively; ‘Yankees’ $62,500, 
‘Student’ $62,000, ‘Inherit’ Hot $25,800 


Los Angeles, Aug. 7. 

One show limped out of town 
ever the weekend, leaving Los 
Angeles with four legit entries. 
Biltmore went Cark with the de- 
parture of “Witness for the Pros- 
ecution.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

Damn Yankees, Philharmonic 
Aud (MC) (5th wk) ($4.95; 2,670; 
$65,000) (‘Bobby Clark). Eased off 
slightly to $62,500 ‘including tax; 
net was $56,800); Closed Aug. 18. 

Desk Set, Carthay Circle (C) 
‘9d wk) ($4.20; 1.518: $34,800) 
(Shirley Booth). Great $36,500 for 
nine performances ‘includes tax 
on the non-prefit offering; net 
would be $32,900). Holds to Aug. 


od. 

Inherit the Wind, Huntington 
Hartford ‘D) (3d wk) ($5.20-$4.95; 
1.024; $31.000) Melvyn Douglas). 
Excellent $25,800. with total lim- 
ited by last days of subscription, 
ey private parties: previous week, 
$26,100. Close Sept. 1. 

Student Prince, 
(OP) (ist wk) ($4; 4.470; $68,000) | 
‘Brian Sullivan-Elaine Malbin). | 
Fine start with $62,000; 
week is final. 

Witness for the Prosecution, 
Biltmore (D) ‘4th wk) ($4.95; 1,636; 
$41,000). Mild $16.300; previous 
week, $16.200; left town Saturday | 
(4), 


Pajama Stylish 
$38,900 in Wash. 


Washington, Aug. 7. 

“Pajama Game” rolled in a nice 
$38,900 gross for its third week at 
the Natioral Theatre. Musi¢al 
went into its current stanza with 
upwards of $25,000 advance. 

The 1,658-seat theatre is scaled 
to a top of $5.50. Weekly capacity 
gross would be $51,000. 


KATE’ DUTIFUL $45,900 
FOR ST. L. MUNY WEEK 


St. Louis, Aug. 7 
The second presentation of “‘Kiss 
Me Kate” 
tre Assn. Forest 
alfresco playhouse grossed an am- 








orous $45,900 last week, despite 
sultry weather. The piece was 
scaled to $3. Lead roles were 
played by Robert Wright, Terry 
Sanders, Sonny Sparks, Jack Col- 
ns, Peter Messineo, Laurel Shel- 
by and Roy Urhausen. 


“An Evening of Great Music,” a 
combo of pop, voeal, orchestral 
d dance excerpt from 13 of the 
world’s top operatic pieces opened 
even night stand last night 
lon.), Featured are Lucine Ama- 
ra. Frances Bible, Thomas Hay- 
ward and Walter Cassel. The bal- 
let soloists are Melissa Hayden and 
Jacques d’Amboise. 
ing $3 top continues. 


Stock Tryouts 


Aug. 6-19) 
Besop’s Fables ‘Beatrice Lillie), revue 
tport (Conn.) Country Playhouse (6-11 
» Summer Theatre. iratoga, N.Y 
18) (Reviewed in v AR EY ry, July 4, 
Dead -On Nine (‘Barbara Britton), bs 
Jack Poppelwell—Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass. (6-11); John Drew Theatre. East 


Hampton, L. I. (13-18) (London production 
reviewed in VARIETY, Aug. 31, ’55). 
Golden Egg (Donald Cook), adapted by 
Gioia (Mrs. Donald) Cook from Philip 
King’s British play, “On Monday Next’— 
Orunquit (Me.) Playhouse (6-11); 


Plavhouse, Coonamessett, Mass. (13-18). 

House Remembered, by Louis A. Lippa 
~Hedgerow Theatre. Moylan, Pa. (6-11). 

! Knock at tne Door, Arnold Perl’s 
adaptation of ean O'Casey’s autobio 
=a hical volume—White Barn Theatre 
Vestport, Conn. (18 

Question ‘Aline MacMahon, Clarence 
Derwent), by Dana Burnet—Stratford 
( ) U. @-1D 


Question of Marriage ‘Farley Granger) 
Steven Hill—Bucks County Playhouse 


in the Municipal Thea- | 
Park 10,000-seat | 





+ 
vv 





Greek Theatre | 


| 


| 








The. prevail- | 


Hope, Pa. (13-18) 
_ Saint Joan (Siobhan McKenna)—Sanders*| 
: tre, Cambridge, Mass. (15-19). | 


Scapin the Rascal, En 
he Moliere comedy 
Theatre Co., 

Spa (Gloria V 


glish 
Monmouth Festi- 
rinton Falls, N.J. (7-15). 
anderbilt,. Turhan Bey, 
olet Heming), adapted by Edward 
odorov from Ferene Molnar’s “Olym- 
~Hyde Park (N.Y.) Playhouse (6-11); 
be Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. (13-18). 
Sticks and Stones (Hermione Gingold) 
'e—Bucks County (Pa.) Playhouse 
). (Reviewed in VARIETY, July 18, 


Etihu 
by Halstead 


anny am dt 


: Sudden Spring (Celeste Holm), 
\ ner’s adaptation of a play 
a gear Playhouse, Coonames- 
Sett, Mass. (6-12); Fayetteville (N.Y.) 
ountry Playhouse (13-18) (original Broad- 
ha y version, titled ‘A Temporary Island,’ 
‘viewed in VARIETY, March 18, 1948), 
ro Veleome Darlings ‘Tallulah Bankhead). 
‘ue—Sacandaga Park Theatre, Sacan- 
Nathalie” rt BA te by the Sea, 
c (13-18) (Reviewed in 
\ \RIETY, July 25, ’56). 
What’s the Rush (Robert Q. 
NY eb: Summer Theatre, Saratoga, 
Y. (6-11); Playhouse-in-the-Park. Philly 
ead (Reviewed in VARIETY, July 18, 


a] 


yeas 


Lewis), 


translation | 


] > . 
Falmouth | Parks? 





Soldier’ Chesty $40,000 
For Alfresco Week, K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 7. 

“Chocolate Soldier,’ seventh 
production of the alfresco musical 
season in Swope Park, turned out 
to be a passable draw at the Star- 
light Theatre. Week’s run closing 
Sunday night (5) grossed an aver- 
age $40,000. It opened especially 
strong and gave early signs of 
strength, but severe heat-and hu- 
midity sapped the crowds some- 
what towards the end of the stanza. 

Leads included Laurel Hurley, 
Mitchell Gregg, Earle MacVeigh, 
Muriel O'Malley, Donald Clarke, 
Toba Sherwood and Michael Ker- 
moyan. This one also had some of 
the season’s outstanding ballet, 
with Mia Slavenska and Robert 
Morrow featured. 

Eighth production, “Paint Your 
| Wagon,” opened last night (Mon.) 
with a cast including Dorothy Coul- 
ter, Edwin Steffe, Mitchell Gregg, 


current | Michael Kermoyan, Charles Nelson 


| Reilly, 
Lee. 


James Jamieson and Anya 





British Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 


LONDON 

Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 
Caine Mutiny, Lon. Hipp. (6-13-56). 
Chalk Garden, Haymarket (4-11-56). 
Doctor in House, Vic. Pal. (7-30-56). 
Dry Rot, Whitehall (6-31-54). 
Family Reunion, Phoenix (6-7-56). 
For Amusement Only, Apollo (6-5-56). 
Gigi, New (5-23-56). 
Hotel Paradiso, Wint. Gard. (5-2-56), 
House by Lake, York’s (5-89-56). 
Kismet, Stoll (4-20-55). 
Likely Tale, Globe (3-22-56). 
Long Echo, St. James’s (8-1-56), 
Man Alive, Aldwych (6-14-56). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52), 
Night of 4th, \Wesetminster (6-29-56), 
Pajama Game, Coliseum (10-13-55). 
Paris by Wight, Prince Wales (4-9-55). 
Plain & Fancy, Drury Lane (1-25-56). 
Plume de ma Tante, Garrick (11-3-55). 
Quare Fellow, Comedy (7-24-56). 
Rainmaker, St. Mart. (5-31-56). 
Reluctant Deb, ( omneae, (5-24-55). 
Repertory, Old Vic (9-7-55) 
Romanoff & Juliet, Piccadilly (5-17-56). 
Sailor Beware, Strand (2-16-5 
Salad Days, Vaudeville 18554) 
Seagull, Saville (8-2-56). 
South Sea Bubble, Lyric (4-25-56). 
Spider’s Web. Savoy (12-14-54). 
Such ts Life, Adelphi (12-14-55). 
Teahouse Aug. Moon, Her Maj. (4-22-54) 
To My Love, Fortune (6-6-56). 
Trip to Bountiful, Arts (7-4-56). 
Waltz of Toreadors, Criterion (3-27-56). 

SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Young & Beautiful, 
No Time Sots., Her Maj. (8-23-56). 
Towards Zero, St. James’s (9-4-56). 
Head Over Hearts, Phoenix (9-5-56). 


TOU RING 


Arts (8-15-56). 


Call Girl 

Can-Can 

Daughter of Desire 
D’‘Oyly Carte Opera 
Gay Deceiver 

Head Over Hearts 
King and !} 
Love on the 
Mr. Bolfry 
Saturday Night at the Crown 
Small Hotel 

Teahouse of the August Moon 
This Happy Home 

Too Young to Marry 

Towards Zero 

Twinkle 

Waiting for Godot 

Water Gypsies 

Zip Goes a Million 


Never Never 


Touring Shows 


(Aug. 6-19) 

Boy Friend—Curran, S. F. (6-18). 

Damn Yankees (2d Co.) (Bobby Clark)— 
Philharmonic Aud... L. A. (6-18). 

Desk Set ‘(Shirley Booth)- 
cle I A. (6-11 

Inherit the Wind (2d Co.) (Melvyn 
Douglas) Huntington Hartford, L. A. 
(6-18). 

Lark (Julie Harris)—Opera House, Cen- 
tral City, Col. (6-18), 

Pajama Game (2d Co.) ‘Larry Douglas, 
Buster West, Betty O'Neill) — National, 
Wash. (6-18). 

Teahouse of the 
Geary, S. F. 

Witness for the 
S> F. (6-138). 


Carthay Cir- 


August Moon (Larry 
(6-18). 
Prosecution—aAlcazar, 


SCHEDULED N. Y. OPENINGS 


- (Theatres indicated if set) 
Loud Red Patrick, Ambassador (10-3) 
Sixth Finger, Longacre (10-3). 

Harbor Lights, Playhouse (10-4) 
Feathered Fauna, Golden (10-10). 
Reluctant Debutante, Miller (10-10). 
Too Late Phalarope (10-11). 

Waiting for Godot, Booth (10-14). 
Double in Hearts (10-16) 

Apple Cart, Plymouth (10-18). 

Li'l Abner, St. James (Wk. 10-22). 

Old Vic, Winter Garden (10-23). 
Separate Tables, Music Box (10-25). 
Separate Rooms (10-25). 
Happiest Millionaire (Wk. 10-2-8). 
Long Day‘s Journey, 
Major Barbara, Beck (10-30). 

Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (10-31), 
Sleeping Prince, Coronet (11-1). 

City Center Drama Season (11-7). 
Best House in Naples, Lyceum (11-8). 
Child of Fortune, Royale (11-12). 
Quare Fellow, Booth (wk. 11-11). 
Very Special Baby, Belasco (11-14). 
Girls of Summer, Longacre (11-19). 
Candide, Beck (11-22). 

Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (11-29). 
Happy Hunting, Maiestic (12-6). 

Hole in Head (12-12). 

Visif Smali Planet, Booth (1-9). 


13 Daughters, Wint. Gard. (Wk. 2-18). 
OFF-BROADWAY 
Sea Gull, 4th St. (8-9). 


No Exit, Theatre East (8-14). 

Dorian Gray, Bleecker St. (8-16). 
Rendezvous Vienna, Barbizon P. (9-13). 
Take a Giant Step, Jan Hus (9-25). 


Hayes (wk 10-28). | 


Hildy 44G in ‘Can-Can,’ 
Holdover Week, Dallas 


Dallas, Aug. 7. 
Holdover week of “Can-Can” 
drew a nice $44,000 for seven per- 
formances through last Sunday (5) 
matinee at State Fair Musicals. 
Continued good weather helped 


the Cole Porter revival, which 
starred Hildegarde in her first 
book show, and featured Dick 
Smart, Helen Wood and Arny 
Freeman. 


“Great Waltz,” fifth production 
of the 12-week season, opened a 
14-performance run last night 
(Mon.). Produced by Charles R. 
Meeker Jr., Musicals’ managing di- 
rector, the Johann Strauss tuner 
stars Liberace and brother George 
Liberace in their first legit roles. 


Boy $47,800, MF., 
‘Teahouse $24,700 


San Francisco, Aug.*7. 

All three Frisco theatres did fine 
business last week, with the 38th 
and final week of ‘Anniversary 
Waltz” at the Alcazar showing a fat 
jump in its gross. 

“Boy Friend” continued hear 
capacity in its third week at the 
Curran and “Teahouse of the 
August Moon” rolled along in its 
second frame at the Geary. 

“Witness for the Prosecution” 
opened last night ‘Mon.) at the Al- 
cazar. 

Estimates for Last W eek 

Boy Friend, Curran (3d wk) 
($5.40; 1,752; $52,000). Nifty $47,- 
800; previous week, $48,000. 

Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Geary (2d wk) ($4.40; 1,550; $37,- 
000) (Larry Parks). Over $24,700; 
previous week, $25,000. 

Anniversary Waltz, Alcazar (38th 
wk) ($3.85; 1,147; $27,341) (Richard 
Eastham, Marjorie Lord). Fast 
$17,700; previous week, $13,800; 





(4). 





closed record-setting run Saturday | showings; 


Bway Dip Tapers: 


Diary’ $21,400, 


Fanny $27,600, ‘Cat’ 19146, Rain 86, 
‘Wonderful’ $40,800, “Angels’ $10,400 





Hardwicke Will Stage 
Chi Group’s ‘Androcles’ 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 
Studebaker Theatre Co., newly- 
formed resident theatre, has signed 
Cedric Hardwicke to direct a re- 


vival of Bernard Shaw’s “Androcles | 
Comedy will | 


and the Lion.” The 
open a four-week run Oct. 2 as the 
initial offering in the five-play 
subscription series. Ernest Truex 
has been inked for the lead. 

Second production will be Eugene 
O'Neill’s “Marco Millions,” to be 
followed by Ivan 
“Month In the Country,” the Ruth | 
and Augustus Goetz dramatization | 
of Andre Gide's ‘“‘The Immoralist” 
and Shakespeare’s ‘‘Much Ado 
About Nothing.” 


‘SILK’ CLOSES, $29,100; 





CHI DARK TILL SEPT. 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 


Abrupt shuttering of “Silk Stock- | 


ings” last week and the cancella- 


tion of Jules Pfeiffer’s projected | 


new road edition of “Bus Stop” 
leaves the Windy City without a 
legit production until “No Time | 
For Sergeants” arrives at the Er- | 
langer Sept. 13. The Pfeiffer entry 
had been due next Monday (13). 
Estimate for Last Week 
Silk Stockings, Shubert (2d wk) 


($5.95; 2,100; $61,000) (Allan 
Jones). Over $29,100; previous | 
week, $23,500 for the initial five 


folded here Saturday 
night (4) 








Robert Weiner has resigned as 
production assistant to Robert Fry- 
er & Lawrence Carr. ; 

Henry Hewes, drama critic of the 
Saturday Review, will teach play- |} 
writing at Columbia U. this year. 

Richard Bissell, who collabo- | 
rated with George Abbott on the 
book of “Pajama Game,” has 
joined The Lambs. 

Victor Samrock, general 
ager for the Playwrights Co., 
i|turned from Europe last 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth. 

Michael P. Grace 2d, 
in the news with his feud with the 
Deepdale Golf Club, of East Hills, 
L.I., is the steamship heir who 
has been associated in various | 
Broadway productions, The news | 


man- 
re- 
week 








manager for “Silk Stockings” and 


| ‘Most Happy Fella,” will be pro- 
|duction stage manager of “Li'l 
| Abner.” 

Henry James’ “Daisy Miller” 





| will be the inaugural bill of the 
son Oct. 
house, N.Y 

Wife and 10-month-old 
|Geoffrey Hibbert, of the 
“Boy Friend” in Frisco, 
from London. 
| Sam Stratton, “Damn Yankees” 
| pressagent, arrived in Frisco. 
| John Crawford, Los Angeles ra- | 
dio actor, in Frisco to join wife | 
Ann Wakefield, of “The Boy 
| Friend.” 

Marie Louise Schwabacher, ex- | 
ecutive, of Frisco Civic Light! 
| Opera, 
‘weeks, accompanied by 
James Schwabacher Jr., 
Frisco Opera. 
| Monty Shaff, general manager 
|for producers Feuer & Martin, 
| planed to Frisco last week to try to 


son ,of 
cast of | 
flew in! 


brother 
tenor with 


whose been | 


en‘ route to Eurpoe for six | 


‘Lesit Bits 


| Broadway group to a new 200-seat 


| 


' 


|‘*Absalom” 
Fisher 


| 


Studio Theatre next Aug. 30. 
Mary Orr, actress-playwright- 
wife of legit director-author Regi- 
| nald Denham, will have her first 
;novel, “Diamond in the Sky,” 
published Sept. 5 by Crown. 


Frank Nash and Marvin Gold- 
stein will present Lionel Abel’s 
at the off-Broadway 
Concert Hall beginning 


Sept. 27. Herbert Machiz_ will 


| direct. 


| 


Poet Richard Wilbur will be the 


principal lyricist for the forthcom- | 


|ing Broadway production of “Can- 
| dide.” 


| 


stories have involved disputed sale | 


of the Grace family estate, Tulla- | 
roan, to the club. 
Terence Little, -formerly 


stage |: 


Legit pressagent Peggy Phillips 
|has been appointed story editor 
and script writer for Sapphire 
Films, tv production outfit. 

Bib Fosse will be 


'pher with Jerome Robbins of 
‘Bells Are Ringing,” while Milton 
|Rosensteck and Herbert Greene 


| director, respectively. 


Seapet : : ; | treasurer 
Equity Library Theatre’s 13th sea- | . : 


17 at the Lenox Hill Play- | 


will be musical director and choral 
Peggy Clark 
will do the lighting. 
Milton Weintraub, 
of the Assn. 
cal Press Agents & 
back on the job after a 
one-half-week 
trip. 
“The Good Woman of Setuzan,’ 
| Bert Becht’s German drama adapt- 


secretary- 
of Theatri- 
Managers, 
four-and- 
cross-country auto 


/ed by critic-professor Eric Bent- 


'diselosed partner. 
| production of the play is scheduled | 


| 


| 


| arrange a return date for the cur-| 


rent “Boy Friend,” 
| with the Civie Light Opera Assn. 
| Charles.Hohman has taken over 
the lead assignment in “No Time 
for Sergeants’ and Roddy Mc- 
Dowall has returned to the cast 
after a two-week leave. 

Richard Maney is pressagenting 
the Sept. 16-Oct. 7 once-weekly 
presentation of ‘Pictures in the 
Hallway” at the Playhouse, N.Y. 

Sandra Church has succeeded 
Peggy McCay in the 4th Street 
| Theatre production of “Uncle 
| Vanya.” 

Daniel S. Broun has resigned as 
stage manager of “Cat on a Hot 
| Tin Roof” to become production 





/ Stage manager of ‘“‘Harbor Lights.” 
Joseph Ornato, 
Ornato Players, 


director of the} 


in partnership | 





| 


iley and his former wife, Maja 
|Bentley, is slated for New York 
'production by Bentley and an un- 
Bentley says a 


'for the fall, 
as Star. 

Gilbert Miller has deferred his 
;contemplated importation this sea- 
| son of the French production of 
“Cyrano de Bergerac” until the 
1957-58 semester. 

Bruce Becker and Robert Ellis 
Miller, who co-produced “Tonight 
in Samarkand” on Broadway last 
season, have scheduled Alfred 
Bester’s “Blind*’ Man’s Buff” as 
their next venture. 

Chelsea Productions, a new firm 
formed by Barbara Griner and 
Morton Segal, have optioned Franz 
Spencer’s “The Happy Ant Hill” 
for fall off-Broadway production. 

Armu Sani, Indian songstress in 
“New Faces of 1956,” has been 
granted permanent U.S. residency. 

Broadway pressagent Reginald 
Dennenholz, representing the The- 
atre Guild, was in Frisco last week 
promoting the Guild-ATS subscrip- 
tion setup. 

Robert Fryer and Lawrence Carr 
will team with Bertram Block and 
Edythe Latham (Mrs. Bloch) in the 
Broadway presentation of Irene 


with Peggy Ashcroft 


will move his off- Kamp’s “The Young Strangers.” 


* The 


Turgenev’s | 


co-choreogra- | 


sharp weekly decline in 
;summer business leveled off for 
some Broadway shows last week. 
A few entries continued to shde 
however, and the overall situation 
was still downbeat 


“Most Happy Fella’ rejotned 
“My Fair Lady” and “No Time for 
Sergeants” in the capacity gross 


lineup. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy , D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama, R ‘(Revue 
MC (Musical-Comedu), MD (\Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP ‘Op- 


| ere‘ta), 
| Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks plaved, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity qross and stars. 
| Price includes 10> Federal and 
15% City tax, but grosses «re 
i.e., exclusive of tax. 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Morosco 
|(D) (72d wk; 572; $6.90; 946; $31.- 


net: 


000) (Thomas Gomez, Marjorie 
Steele, Alex Nicol). Previous week, 
$19,300; last week, almost $19.500. 
| Damn Yankees, 46th Si MC) 
| 66th wk; 524; $8.05; 1,297; $50,573) 
(Gwen Verdon). Previous week, 
$43,500; last week, nearly $42,700. 
Diary of Anne ters Cort ‘D) 
(44th wk; 349; $5.75; 1.036; $28,854) 
| (Joseph Schildkr eat, Previous 
week, $22,500; last week, almost 
$21,400. 
| Fallen Angels, Playhouse ‘C) 
'(29th wk; 231; $5.75-$4.60; 994; 
| $27,251) (Mary McCarty. Margaret 
Phillips). Previous week, $13,200 


on twofers; last week, nearly $10.- 
400 on twofers. 

Fanny, Majestic 
782- $7.50: 1,625; 
rence Tibbett, Bills 
| vious week, $27,700 
| last week, over $27,600 on twoters 

Hatful of Rain, Lyceum (D) ‘(39th 
wk: 309: $5.75-$4.60; 995; $23.339) 
(Vivian Blaine). Closes Sept. 29. to 
tour. Previous week, $8,500 f 
week, under $8,000. 

Matchmaker, Rovale (‘(C) (35th 
wk: 280: $5.75: 1,050; $31,000) 
(Ruth Gordon, Eileen Hertie 
|ing Smith). Previous weck 
700; last week, nearly $12.900 

Mr. Wonderful, Broadway 
(20th wk; 156; $7.50-$6.96 
$71,000). Previous eek 
last week, over ga 

Most Happy Fella, }mperia! 
(14th wk; 108; $7:! Py 
875). Previous week, $5¢ 
week, almost $58,100. 

My Fair Lady, Hellinge VIC) 
(2ist wk; 164; $7.50; 1,551; $64,240) 
(Rex Harrison, Julie Andrews). P 
vious week, nearly $65,200; last 
| week, same. 

New Faces of 1956, Ba: nore 
(R) (8th wk; 60; $7.50-$6.90; 999; 
$38,577). Previous week, $22,400; 
last week, almost $22,200 

No Time for Sergeants, 
(C) (42d wk; 332; $5.75-$4.60 


(MD) (92d wk; 
$62.968) ‘Law- 
Gilbert). Pre- 


on twoters: 


|.or- 
$12,- 


(NEC) 
1,900; 
$42,100; 


\IDD) 


$57 ae 


ast 


1.427; 
400: 


'P. 


Alvin 
loos: 


$38,500). Previous week, $38.600; 
last week, over $38,500. 

Pajama Game, St. James (‘\MC) 
(117th wk; 932; $6.90; 1.615: $52,- 
118) ‘John Raitt, Eddie Foy Jr., 
Julie Wilson). Previous week. $27,- 
700; last week, nearly $27,700 


Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter, 


Shubert ‘C) (43d wk; 340: $5.75; 
1,453; $41.668) (Jayne Manstield, 
Walter Matthau, Martin Gabel). 


Previous week, $12,500; 
over $12,800. 
OFF-BROADWAY 
Iceman Cometh, Circle in Square 
(5-8-56). 
Man 


last: week, 


of Destiny, Downtown (5- 
21-56). 
Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9- 
20-55). 
Uncle Vanya, 4th St. (1-31-56). 


World’s My Oyster, Ac 


tors Play- 


house (7-31-56). 
Closed Last Week 
Call of Duty, Provincetown (6- 
19-56). 





‘Venus’ Humdrum $24, 000, 


Season’s Low at L’ville 


Louisville, Aug. 7. 

Iroquois Amphitheatre had 
worst stanza of the season 
“One Touch of Venus,” which 
closed Sunday night (5). While 
critics on both newspapers praised 
the show, threatening rains and 
some brief showers before show 
time, plus general lack of public 
interest held the gross to a modest 
$24.000. 

Cast included Kyle MacDonnell, 
Russéil Nype, George Gaynes and 
ij Joan Kilbrig. 


its 
with 
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Peter Bull’s Confessional 


British stage and film actor Peter 
Bull has authored “To Sea in a 
Sieve,” an account of his wartime 
experiences as an officer in the 
Royal Navy. It's published by 
Peter Davies, London, at $2.15. 

The author's personality emerges 
in his writing and he _ frankly 
reveals how he capitalized on the 
use of his theatrical friends to 
pave the way for his commission. 





Footnote To The Andrea Doria 
Walter Lord’; bestseller, “A 
Night To Remember” (Holt), which 
has gone over 100,000 copies in 
the trade book edition, figured as 
a natural sequence in the newscasts 
and stories about the SS Andrea 
Doria tragedy two weeks ago. 
Apart from the publisher clocking 
about 1,000 additional sales during 
that period, CBS was most enter- 
rising in routing out the author 
in the middle of the night, who is 
or leave from the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency, to make three appear- 
ances on telecasts attendant to the 
news of the collision, 
Lord’s leave, as a copywriter for 
the ad agency, is to complete his 
book on Pearl Harbor for Holt. 





Dedications To Kanin 

Garson Kanin has at least two 
new books dedicated to him, one 
being the Random House ($2.95) 
published version of this year's 
Pulitzer prize play, “The Diary of 
Anne Frank,” dramatized by Fran- 
ces Goodrich and Albert Hackett, 
which he staged. Book version has 
a foreword by Brooks Atkinson. 

Co-billed with his wife, Ruth 
Gordon, Cecil Beaton has dedicat- 
ed to them, “in friendship and 
gratitude,” his closeup on America 
and Americans, titled “I Take 
Great Pleasure” (John Day; $3.50). 
The British court photographer 
and scenic and costume designer 
has put together between hard 
covers some shrewd yet kindly 
perspective on Yank moods, man- 
ners and mores, 





Pete Martin On MM 
Philadelphia. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

My forthcoming tome, “Will 
Acting Spoil Marilyn Monroe?” 
(Doubleday $2.95); is the title I 
wanted the Saturday Evening Post 
to use, but they went for a some- 
what less than inspired label, “The 
New Marilyn Monroe.” Oddly 
enough, two weeks after Marilyn 
appeared in the Post, Look came 


mahout to an elephant, near the 
end of the volume. 

At all events, I commend my 
latest work to your attention, and I 
even hope that you find it readable. 
I have tried to make it a fair pic- 
ture of the doll, but at the same 
time an adult one. It’s a funny 
thing, you start out by feeling that 
she ought.to be soundly spanked; 
then you gradually come to think 
that she’s kind of a fey, off-beat 
girl rather than a dumb one; and 
in the end, despite yourself, you 
begin to sympathize a little with 
her. 

Pete Martin, 

(Associate Editor, Satevepost). 





Cheesecake ‘Literature’ 

Pete Martin wants to know “Will 
Acting Spoil Marilyn Monroe?” 
(Doubleday; $2.95), an elaboration 
of his Satevepost series on the star, 
ard Hillman Publications thinks 
that a “Big-As-Life-Pin-Up” of 
Jayne Mansfield is worth $1. 

This is just super-cheesecake 
period. No words or text or nuttin’. 
Just a telescoped 5-foot color photo 
of the “Will Success Spoil Rock 
Hunter?” featured femme player. 
It’s perhaps the biggest pin-up 
ever sold. It’s life-size and Hillman 
suggests on the cover (the only 
text employed) that “the wall 
mural ready to hang” might be 
used as a “party gag, playroom 
novelty, door decoration, greeting 
card, gift-wrap paper, framing or 
mounting on plywood.” 





Tiptop Yearbook 

The American Peoples +Encyclo- 
pedia Yearbook 1956, covering the 
events of 1955, like its predeces- 
sors under Spencer Press (Chicago) 
publication, is a tiptop reference 
work. It not only has the dates 
and events, circa 1955, but per an- 
nual custom a series of experts 
have done exhaustive treatises on 
virtually every phase of the Amer- 
ican scene, from arts and sciences 
to fashions and show biz. 

Book, under Leonard S. Davidow 
operation, has exclusive mailorder 
distribution via Sears, Roebuck in 
the U. S. and Simpson-Sears Ltd., 
in Canada. 

Dr. Franklin J. Meine has been 
the longtime editor-in-chief (latter- 
ly reported ailing) and with man- 
aging editor Carroll Chouinard and 
advisory Canadian editor Dr. W. 
Stewart Wallace, they have done a 
savvy editing job in mirroring tne 
events and personalities of 1955. 
It’s not only a good consultation 
book but good reading. There’s 





out with a feature called “The New 
Marilyn Monroe,” consisting most- 
ly of pictures by Milton H. Greene. 
They had already gone to press 
with their “New Marilyn Monroe,” 
so it was too late for them 
change. 

You may be interested to know 
that a lawyer acting for Marilyn 
Monroe Productions Inc. wrote 
firm and even threatening letters 
to Doubleday, apparently in 
effort to stop publication of this 
volume of mine, and for a while 
he seemed to have the Doubleday 
legal department sleeping poorly 
nights. But, amusingly enough (at 
least I found it amusing), apparent- 


ly Marilyn Monroe’ Productions 
Inc. hadn't told Marilyn Monroe 
about these communications, for, 
on May 31, she wrote me a fan 


letter about my Post series, which 
pulled the rug out from under the 
legal machinations of Marilyn Mon- 
roe Productions Inc. “Dear Pete,” 
she wrote, “Thanks for the story 


you wrote about me. I even recog- | 


nized myself. It was a pleasure to 
know you and am looking forward 
to our next meeting. When will 
that be? My thanks and love to 
you, Pete. Marilyn.” 

It looks now as if our next meet- 
ing will have to be postponed until 
she completes her honeymoon with 
a certain party named Miller. And 
also until my wife, who's ordinarl) 


a most understanding girl, develops | 


a broader philosophy. 


If you are at all interested in & Bros., in a $600,000 action by | 
some of the additional facts, the Ohio bookdealer Edwin M. Reid, | 
book could be the first of a new i 24 
trend ‘i brevity beaks It is ently week by the U.S. Court of Appeals | 
about 25 pages longer than the | in N.Y. Winning publisher’s law 
three-part Post series I wrote, but | firm, Weil, Gotshal & Manges, 


the price is far less than is usually 
charged for books these days, in 
Spite of the fact that it contains 
over 40 photographs, two or three 
of which should appeal irresistibly 
to any male under 80; especially 
one of Mrs. Miller acting as a 


to | 


an | 














“The 


Doctor’s Secret”’ 
By D. L. Dern 
All Book Shops — $2.50 
Pazeant Press, 130 W. 42 S?., N. Y. 





|nothing like a chronicle of this 
|ealibre to point up how fast mov- 
|ing and fast changing are the days 
|of our years—all of us—in these 
| eclectic and electric times, Abel. 





Father-Son Team 

Henry Thomas and Dana Lee 
| Thomas, a father-son writing team 
| have “50 Great Modern Lives” due 
|via Hanover House. 

| Helen Hayes, Samuel Goldwyn, 
| Marian Anderson and William S. 
| Paley are the show biz representa- 
ltives in this anthology which 
|'touches on Pres. Eisenhower, Al- 
| bert Schweitzer, Helen Keller, 
| Winston Churchill, Ralph Bunche 
| and others. 





ae 


| District of N.Y. after a three-week 


trial. Appeal was filed when Reid's 
lawyers announced that District 
Court Judge Edmund Palmieri had 
erroneously charged the jury as to 
Harper’s defense of cost justifica- 
tion and also that he improperly 
commented on the effect of a let- 
ter written by Reid which had been 
introduced as evidence. Appeal for 
Reid was handled by Thurman Ar- 
nold and Norman Diamond. 

Thirty more Reid actions are 
still pending in U.S. District Court 
in Toledo—all reportedly brought 
by Reid on the same theory as the 
Harper suit. 





A Literati Footnote 


lish writer Thomas Carlyle, 83-year- 
old Robert B. Carlyle, a tailor who 
had outfitted Canadian prime min- 
isters, other VIPs, died July 1 in 
the Union Mission for Men in 
Ottawa where he had lived for the 
past decade. Seven chums from the 
mission were the only attendants 
at his funeral on Aug. 1, and a 
spray of flowers, the only floral 
offering, was sent by Lillian Roth, 
who was in Ottawa on a Gatineau 
Club hooking. 

Native of Greenock, Scotland, 
Carlyle had lived in Ottawa for 50 
years. 





Heralding Francoise Sagan 

Dutton’s publicity chief Elliott 
Graham to Paris next week, at 
Francoise Sagan's invitation, for 
three weeks preparatory to her 
late-September visit to America. 
The 20-year-old authoress of 
“Bonjour Tristesse” and “A Cer- 
tain Smile” is making her initial 
U.S. visit, and has been slotted on 
sundry radio and tv programs. 

Graham hasn't been over since 
he was in the service in World War 
Il and among his’ sentimental 
journeys will be to the British 
seacoast town where he was bil- 
leted, along with a London show- 
scene 0.0. 


Chi Trib’s 7c Price 

Chicago Tribune has upped the 
price of its Saturday edition to 7c 
from a nickel. Trib last month 
added a slick-stock four-color tele- 
vision supplement to its Saturday 
issues. Chicago Daily News boosted 
its Saturday weekend edition to a 
dime when it launched its Triple 
Streak in '51. 

Sur-Times and Chicago Ameri- 
can are sticking with the nickel 
price for the time being. 








CHATTER 
William Raney has exited E. P. 
Dutton Co. where he was a senior 
editor. : 
Book Subscriptions Inc.  has| 
changed its name to Theatre Li- | 
brary, Inc., according to a certlfi- 
cate filed in Albany. 
George Jessel obtained release | 
from his Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, | 
contract in order to cover the 
Republican Convention for INS. 
Harry Slater, vice president and 
business manager of Pines Publica- 
tions Inc., has resigned to join 
Consumer Reports in an executive | 
| 


capacity. 

Arnold Shaw, v.p. at E. B. Marks 
Music, has a piece on west coast 
jazz in the September issue of | 
Esquire. Mag also profiles him in| 
its Backstage department with the | 
heading of ‘“‘Tin-Pan Arnold.” 

Yukio Mishima, Japanese play- | 
wright-novelist, will have “Sound | 
of Waves” published by Alfred 





Cowles’ Address 
| Look editor-publisher Gardner 
Cowles addresses the Mid-America 
Periodical Distributors Assn. con- 
clave in Chicago Sept. 27. Powwow 
goes from Sept. 24 and closes the 


|day of the Cowles’ speech on for- | 


eign. affairs. 

| Convention, backed by indie mag 
|}and newspaper wholesalers, will be 
|attended by an anticipated 1,000 
| circulation-distribution execs. On 
Sept. 23, the board of directors of 
lthe Council for Independent Dis- 
itribution also meets. Bureau of 
Independent Publishers and Dis- 
tributors convenes Sept. 24-25 in 
the third of the Chi meetings. 


Reid Vs. Harper Test Case 


| 


A jury verdict in favor of Harper | 


Knopf on Aug. 20. After eight | 
novels and four Kabuki dramas, | 
this will be the scribe’s first Amer- 
ican printing. 

A special state commission in 
Massachusetts recommended  or- 
ganization of a statewide citizens’ | 
advisory committee and extension 
of the so-called self-regulatory | 
Comic Book Code Authority to} 
cover crime, horror, sex and ‘‘ex- | 
pose”’-type magazines and pocket | 
books Wednesday (1). | 

More than 65 editors of weekly | 
newspapers in Canada are set for | 
|a Sept. tour of Europe, stops in-| 
| cluding the royal palace in Monaco. | 
| Junket is being arranged by the | 
Canadian Weekly Newspapers | 
| Assn. to follow CWNA's annual | 
convention in the Manoir Riche-| 
| lieu, Murray Bay, Que. 
A third edition of 





the college 


was unanimously affirmed late last l\textbook, “Readings for a Liberal 


| pointed out that case was one of 
lover 30 actions brought by Reid 


|against several major book pub- 
ilishers for damages aggregating 


over $10,000,000 under the Robin- 
son-Patman Act, alleging Harper 
| had violated the act by charging 
| him higher prices for books than 
it charged competitors. Initial de- 
cision was handed down by a jury, 
the first to be employed in a case 
brought under the R-P act. 
Putnam contended that Reid 
was not a competitor of such firms 
as American News Co., which got 
Putnam volumes at lower prices. 
Jury decision was reached in the 








' U.S. District Court for the Southern 





| Education,” by professors Louis 
Locke, William Gibson and George 
Arms, will be published by Rine- 
hart & Co. in the spring of 1957. 
The work is also available in two 
volumes tagged ‘“‘Toward a Liberal 
Education” and “Introduction to 
Literature.” TV writings form part 
of the text. ; 

The N.Y. Journal-American has 
been running a contest dealing 
largely with theatrical and Holly- 
wood personalities. As a result of 
the “$64.000 Find The Name 
Game” (84 names in all), VARIETY 
has received hundreds of phone 
calls for info about these people. 
J-A office, where contest blanks 
are available, had lines a block long 
for many days toward the end of 


Nephew of the 19th century Eng- | 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


+ By Frank Scully 








Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Watching Norman Taurog’s five-by-five figure emerge from “Ica 
_Capades” not long ago, the thought occurred that Taurog would do 
himself and the picture biz a lot of good if he returned to the scenes 
, of childhood. 
| Nobody made better pictures of kids than Taurog. “But where can 
| you get a Skippy today?” it might be argued. 


Among the cartoons, obviously. Everything Skippy had Dennis the 
Menace has. In fact, Dennis has even more heart, and that’s because 
his creator, Hank Ketcham, has more of same than Percy Crosby had. 

Crosby was a little guy with Napoleonic self-appraisal. Once glow. 
ingly compared to Dickens by his publisher, Crosby hit the ceiling, 
“Imagine comparing me to that nobody!” he shouted. 

But Ketcham had a better sense of proportion, Bob Hall, his syn- 
dicate manager, and Bill Buckley, his book publisher, attest. It shows 
in Ketch’s work. Children of all ages love Dennis. Now actually a boy 
of 10, Dennis stays at 4'2 in the comic strip. If he has a fifth birthday 
party, the next day he is 4% again. 

Born in Seattle Ketcham worked in Hollywood in the animation de- 
partments of Disney and Lanz and it shows in his polished draftsman- 
ship. His Dennis now appears in 500 newspapers in this country and 
in the newspapers of more than 50 foreign lands. 


Dennis The Menace—A Corporation 


A staff of five are occupied with the cartoon. Ketcham himself, and 
his wife (whose name, as in the cartoon, is Alice) and two assistants 
work at a ranch near Carmel, Calif. Bob Harmon sends ideas from 
Orange, Calif., and Al Wiseman works on the comic book from Wood- 
land Hills near L.A. Alice is really a brunet. “I made her a blonde,” 
confesses Ketch. ‘Saves ink.” 

The first cartoon really cracked the curtain of the old guard. It was 
on March 12, 1951, that Dennis leaned out of the family car and said 
to a motorcycle cop, “You didn’t catch us. We ran outta gas!” He had 
rarely slipped below that high level of humor. 

In hard covers Holt has sold 400,000 to date of Dennis’ books. They 
have one coming up in October entitled “Dennis the Menace Vs. Every. 
body” that will gross at least $65,000. The sales of the two-bit edi- 
tions of the moppet are now in the millions. 


Who Poisoned Murphy? 


This clean cleanup clouter came into circulation when comics were 
lower than the mud baths of the Dead Sea. They had to hire a czar, 
Charles F. Murphy at 100G a year, cook themselves a code and kick 
out 551 stories as being nothing more than textbooks for the manu- 
facture of juve delinks. Otherwise 25 publishers felt irate PTA’s were 
going to run them out of biz on a rod. The only reprisal to date has 
been a comic entitled, “Who Put the Strichnine in Mrs. Murphy's 
Husband?” Otherwise the drop in receipts from $100,000,000 a year 
to $50,000,000 thas not been felt too badly. At least no comic book 
publisher has screamed for a subsidy for plowing under every second 
gun-toting moppet. 

It may be solacing to old crocks to refer to all this as “kid stuff” 
| but having lost a whole generation to other forms of entertainment, 
| the picture biz had better return to material like “The Kid” and 
| “Skippy” and I can think of no better way to do it than to start with 
| Dennis, Taurog of course directing. 
| After all, Taurog’s current contributions are hardly a grade above 

kid stuff. Jerry Lewis’s simian antics are kid stuff practised by adults 
| and hence of more interest to anthropologists than mature filmgoers 
| who soon tire of fathers in baby clothes drinking scotch from a nurs- 
|ing bottle, making monkey faces and scratching their ribs as if flea- 
| bitten. Besides Martin & Lewis are again announced as splitting up— 
an added reason for Taurog’s jumping aboard a Huck Finn raft. 

As for adult humor, if Dennis doesn’t supply it, Li’l Abner does. 
While many of the original creators of current comic strips have been 








| dead for years, Al Capp is so alive he was corfsulted and photographed 


as late as this summer giving advice to a rival cartoonist on how a 
sagging strip could regain its former heart-appeal. 
Okay, Li’l Abner Then 


That was in “That Certain Feeling” and Bob Hope was the mis- 
speller. Capp suggested Hope to George Sanders as one who might 
save the strip from becoming as obsolete as The Yellow Kid. Producers 
in various fields have been playing around with Li’l Abner and his 


| Daisy Mae for years, but none has got to exhibition either in Holly- 
| wood or on Broadway as yet. Next to Dennis, Li'l Abner is the hottest 
|cartoon property extant. 


In TV Sgt. Bilko, Lucy and even Burns & Allen are essentially car- 
toons. They did not start as comic strips, as did Blondie, Barney 
Google (now a character part in Snuffy Smith), Joe Palooka, Mutt & 
Jeff, Bringing Up Father (Jiggs & Maggie), Harold Teen, Polly & Her 
Pals, Dixie Dugan, Maizie and others too feeble to mention, but they 
were essentially in the cartoon syndrome. 

The Seed Of ‘That Uncertain Feeling’ 

Hope’s character was announced as derived from “King of Hearts,” 
a play by Jean Kerr and Eleanor Brooke. It seems to me it was nearer 
a little jeweller who supplied the heart interest to the late Sid Smith's 
Andy Gump—a comic strip emanating from the Chi Trib and holding 
a priority from there west for a generation. Another character, whose 
name eludes me for the moment who is reminiscent of Hope’s Francis 
X. Dugan, was the hero of J. P. McEvoy’s novel of the rise and fall of 
a comic strip artist in a novel of 25 years ago. It was entitled “Mister 
Noodle” and seemed to have supplied something to “Feeling.” 

It’s a melancholy fact of cartoon history that when the little Chi 


| jeweller and Sid Smith had a falling out, Andy Gump slumped to the 


ground as if belted on his non-existant chin. Many other cartoonists 
have trained acolytes who could do their strips if called on and many 
have carried on after the original cartoonist’s death as if they were 
steel magnates elevated to succeed Andrew Carnegie and Charlie 
Schwab in the refined iron industry. But not the creators of Andy 
Gump. The anonymous linemen simulating the late George McManus, 
Robert Ripley, Ham Fisher, Clare Briggs, Billy de Beck, Edgar Rice 
Burroughs and John Hicks, and the more-alive-than-ever Walt Disney, 
are surely worthy of billing. 
Cartoonists Die, Cartoons Live On 


I realize that the late E. R. Burroughs couldn't draw a straight line 
on ruled paper, but his name still appears as the man who “draws” 
“Tarzan.” There must be a way up for these buried talents. Tom Sims 
and Billy Saboly made it with Seegar’s Poyeye, which they certainly 
didn't create anymore than Abe Lastvogel created the William Morris 
agency. 

Of Roy Rogers, Buck Rogers, Gene Autry, The Lone Ranger, Dick 
Tracy, Brenda Starr, Terry and the Pirates, Moon Mullins, Superman 
and the Little King, there is little to say. Some of them began 4% 
picture personalities and worked up or down to cartoons. Others got 
themselves in a groove and seemingly could not move up or down. 
Soglow, Willard, Gould may only be waiting for the right offer and 
the right people to play their comic characters in pix. But any moppet 
can play Dennis and any adult can play Li'l Abner. The limitations 


of the Code would be no harder on them than the limitations editors 
throughout the land have imposed on the cartoonists for years. 

The only cartoonist who seems to have escaped to freedom is Her) 
Block, and he of course is too hot to handle for pictures. Even Ike 








the contest, 


thinks Block is better than milk of magnesia. 
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Concert Reviews 





Jedermann 
Salzburg, Aug. 2. 


Salzburg Festival presentation of “Jed- 
ermann” (Everyman) by Hugo von Hof- 


mannst Original staging by Max 
einhardt, newly directed by Ernst 
pny Music, Einar Nilson and Joseph 


Messner. Costumes, Caspar Neher. Musi- 
eal direction, Carl Hudez, Assistant di- 
rector, Karl Bluhm. Khythmical creations, 
Grete Wiesenthal. At Domplatz (Cathe- 
gral Square), Salzburg. Performed seven 
times during July and August. 

Voice of God Karl Bluhm 
Peath Ernst Deutsch 
Everyman ..... Will Quadflieg 
Everyman’s Mother... Adrienne Gessner 
Everyman’s good friend..Walther Reyer 


72ers Karl Navratil 
a 92 oie cheats tba ba 6% Mario Haindorff 
COrvaMe oe ccccccceecesete August Herbst 
Poor neighbor .......... Theodor Grieg 
Debtor ar Wolfgang Hebenstreith 
DGG WEED oscaseecs Roswitha Posselt 
es eee Martha Wallner 


Fritz Imhoff 
Bruno Hubner 


Fat Cousin 
Thin Cousin 





Rr erre Hanns Ernst Jager 
Good WEEEB «cccccecs Hilde Mikulicz 
TM srhoesedweebeeye Antje Weisgerber 
OMG: -cdieii tena ne uhatiaas Kurt Meisel 


pe ee are Helmut Janatsch 

The piace is made for the play, 
and the play for the place. That’s 
what makes “Jedermann” great 





theatre, and thgt’s why people 
come from all over the world to 
see it. 

Speaking of this mystical drama, | 
the poet Max Mell said, “The Salz- | 
burg Festival began with ‘Jeder- | 
mann’—they have grown great to- 
gether.” It has been presented 
every year at the Salzburg Festival 
‘except 1937-45), on bare boards 
set up in Cathedral Square. It is a 
splendid example of Max Rein- 
hardt’$ genius for creating great 
“theatre” outside the actual walls 
of a hall. The natural background 
is unique and impressive, with its 
baroque facades, arcades, palace 
portals and, towering above it all, 
the early medieval fortress high on 
a nearby hilltop, still dominating 
the city it protected from invasion. | 

In this setting, a ceremonial | 
trumpet fanfare announced that | 
“Jedermann” was about to begin | 
and with it the Salzburg Festival | 
of 1956. 

“Jedermann” was written by the | 





Austrian poet Hugo von _ Hof- 
mannsthal, who, together with 


Reinharat, founded the Salzburg | 
Festival. The play is a version of | 
the medieval English “Everyman.” 
All its characters are allegoric. The 
central character is Everyman, a| 
rich man in the prime of life. He 
has a devoted mistress, many 
friends, and much revelry. But he 
js not charitable toward those less 
fortunate than himself. Suddenly 
Death appears, lays his hand upon 
him, and gives him one short hour 
to make his peace on earth and 
prepare himself for the journey 
into the realm of death. Everyman 
tries desperately to find someone 
who is willing to accompany him 
on this awful journey, for all for- 
sake him—companions, servants, 
relatives, and even Mammon 
‘money) whom he had believed to | 
be his slave. Only Faith and Good | 
Works contrive to change his mis- | 
guided soul and bring him into | 
peace with God before he descends | 
into the grave. 
Philosophically, #t is 
argue 


u 





easy to} 
with the thesis of the play, | 
hich says that a man can sin as | 
mu as he likes during his life, 
as long as he repents at the end. 
But dramatically the work is per- 
fect as few works are—perfect in 
lis simple unadorned poetry, in 
tie economy of the staging, in its 
Cast of excellent actors, and above 
ail in its setting. This rare blend- 
ing of different elements into a 
larmonious dramatic whole is the 
essence of great theatre. 

Most noteworthy in a fine cast 

ls Will Quadflieg, that wonderful 
actor, in the role of Everyman. 
Quadflieg has long been a top 
lame in the German-speaking the- 
atre. But Martha Wallner (Para- 
nour), Adrienne Gessner (Faith), 
Hilde Mikulicz (Good Works), Kurt 
Meisel (Devil), and the entire east 
are all on the same high level, per- 
itting the spectator to forget 
“Sout the acting and enter fully 
No the illusion. 
, Judging by past performances, 
@dermann” should go on _ for 
ay more years, as a monument 
‘0 the genius of Reinhardt and 
Hofmannstahl. It is the one truly 
“ique element in the Salzburg 
estival. Pims. 


a 











Footnote to Footnote 

New York. 
Editor, VaRIEty: 

Mildred Shagal complains 
that Variety failed to list 
Solisti di Zagreb in its recent 
Story on chamber music. But 
\\ho’s kidding who? That Ital- 
‘an group numbers 14, plays 
ho Chamber musie as the term 
'S generally understood. 


| ahead of the 1955 tally. 


| Symphony Orch, which had 12 con- 


| blocks. 





Robert Keo. 


MOISEYEV DANCERS 


Moiseyev Dancers from Moscow 
will play the States for 10 days 


strong. 

Sol Hurok has been in Russia for 
two weeks working out deal with 
the bolsheviki. Terms unknown. 
New York, Chicago, Philadelphia,|a _ fullscored 


prospect, 


| LOTTE LENYA TO GERMANY 


TOUR UNDER S. HUROK | ®scoraize, St2hagonns” wn ic 


Lotte Lenya flew to Germany 
ye ’ (7) to appear in recording of ‘“Ma- 
come fall. This is the bunch which | hagonny” by her late husband Kurt 
hit London during spring, some 90} Weill, This is an often-discussed 
| opera, written in the early 1930's, 
which Erich Leinsdorf has pro-| 
jected for New York Center Opera. 

Miss Lenya recently completed | . 
album of 
Chicago and San Francisco are in; “Johnny Johnson” for MGM re- 
| cordings’ with Burgess Meredith. 


which 


By JAMES L. CONNERS 


Ellenville, Aug. 7. 

| The Empire State Music Festival, 
in its second season under canvas 
in this pitcuresque Catskill Mt. 
village, played to approximately 
'64,000 people during a four-week 
/season of 16 performances, Gener- 





Weill’s 





As one of several art importa- 
tions from the Soviet this coming 
season, the concert hipsters are 
watching the public relations an- 
gles closely for omens of press and 
public resistance. 


Belafonte Top Draw 
At Levinsoha, 1956 


Six-week season of the 1956 
Stadium Concerts, held at Lewi- 
sohn Stadium, N. Y., wound up last 
Saturday (28) to a total attend- 
ance of 27,000 persons. Turnout 
for the 28 events was some 4,000 
Forty-nine 
soloists appeared with the Stadium 





troupe 
programs, 
| 500 


for the 


Russe Racks 1906 
As LA. TN oor 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo | the 
‘racked up a fine $190,000 gross in| weekly performances to four. 
two weeks at the 4,400-seat Greek 
Theatre in Griffith Park here. Toe | singer, declared: “It was too late 
presented four different | for arrangements to be made this 


|al Manager Frank Forest told this 
VaRIETY reporter. This was 4,000 
greater than the total for the pre- 
miere year, when the schedule 
spanned five weeks and 25 per- 
formances, 

Because of last summer’s tem- 





ling the tail end of a hurricane), 
ithe management decided to stage 
1956 affair in July to hold 


Forest, former opera and radio 


| year but in 1957 we'll extend to five, 


Al fresco house registered $47.-| and possibly six weeks. We did not 
initial 
$42,500 for the second. 


frame and; have a single rain of consequence 
| this summer.” 





ductors this year. Anna 


Top biz of the season was reg- 
istered June 28 when Harry Bela- 
fonte pulled 25.000 payees.  Fig- 
ure was only 2,000 less than the 
Stadium’s alltime attendance mark, 
set by the 1951 appearance of Ezio 
Pinza. Some 30 concerts in all 
were originally slated for the 1956 
program, but two were cancelled 
to make room for postponed per- 
formances of previous nights. 


Opera. 


of Carl Orffs’ 
“The Moon.” 





Applied Arts. 


Sokolow 
choreographer for New York City | was $75,000; the 1956, $50,000. The 
She'll do all 10 produc-| original expectation was that five 
tions including American premiere 
allegorical opera, 





Alexander Borovsky, pianist, who 
has played more than 2,000 con- 
certs during his 44-year career, has 
been appointed to the faculty of 
the Boston U. School of Fine and 


Deficit Cut 1% 


, 
is new staff| The 1955 deficit for the Festival 


years would be required to reach 
the break-even point. Forest now 
forsees the end of red ink in four 
seasons. He revealed the Festival 
is ‘‘a $150,000 operation; The Sym- 
phony of the Air (the core), costs 
$60,000.” 

Ellenville has two immediate 
promotional ideas in negotiation. 




















LATIN CONCERT ECONOMICS 


1) VISA COSTS: $100 PER PERSON 
2) MILEAGE: MURDEROUS ON COMPANIES 

3) CURRENCY: THE BROKERAGE CAN BREAK YOU 
4) MANAGERS: BEWARE THEIR MANANA 




















(This is the second of several articles dealing 
with the concert business in Latin America.) 


By PAUL PIMSLEUR 


Booking concert dates in Latin America is a 
tough way to make a living. The distances raise 
transportation costs so high that touring a group 
attraction is highly risky Government requirements 
and restrictions are replete with archaic stumbling 
Our good neighbor republics are about as 
easy to get into as Lindy’s on Saturday night. 
Bureaucracy snags the artist at every turn, calling 
for large doses of South American savvy and a lib- 
eral hand, 

Almost 
business visa to work there. 


every PanAmerican nation requires a 
To obtain the visa, 


i strings have to be yanked at various ministries in 


the country itself. Then, when the artist goes to 


| pick up his visa, he’d better be armed with a pile of 


certificates attesting his health, bank account, police 
record, and the fact that he was really born. Figure 
visa costs for Latin America at about $100 per 
person. 

If it sounds tough to get into a country, it’s often 
just as tough to get out. The sacred right to scram 
needs an okay from the tax authorities, saying artist 
has paid taxes (often high), and from police, saying 
he hasn’t made any revolutions while there. 

Latin America including Mexico, the Caribbean 
Islands (Cuba, Puerto Rico, etc.), adds up to over 20 
countries. Almost all book concert artists. The fees 
and playing time vary with the state of cultural de- 
velopment, but altogether there are enough con- 
cert playdates for a tour of up to five months. If an 
artist is successful, he can change his repertory and 
repeat in a year or two. Some go back again and 
again, 

The leading Latin management, as detailed in a 
previous article, is Conciertos Daniel out of Hayana, 
run by lively founder-president Errfesto de Quesada. 
He books artists direct with New York and Europe. 

The concert capital of South America is Buenos 
Aires, with about half a dozen managenients and 
more booking opportunities than any other city in 
Latin America. Biggest is Conciertos- Daniel, 
founded: in 1917 and now run by Alfonso de Que- 
sada, son of the founder-president in Havana. His 
office is responsible for bringing about 35 foreign 
artists yearly to South America, and specializes in 
providing conductors and soloists for the opera, 
symphony orch and radio. 

Other Bookers 

Another old, established firm is Conciertos Iri- 
berri. Both Daniel and Iriberri have agents in 
other countries, the closest ties being with the 
neighboring lands—Uruguay, Brazil and Chile. Con- 
ciertos Gerard is a new, peppy outfit which would 
like to give the others some competition. Other 
managements,’ like Barry and Laferrere, handle 
mainly local artists. Conciertos Omar present a well- 
known recitalist occasionally. Daniel, Iriberri and 
Gerard each has its own subscription series in 
Buenos Aires. 

What’s just been mentioned is about all there is 
in the way of direct booking by Latin America man- 
agements of American or European artists. 

Brazil, the giant of Latin America, is far be- 


hind in this respect and gets almost all its artists 
from Quesada in Havana or from the Buenos Aires 
managements. Leading independent booker in Brazil 
is Guglielmo Viggiani, who books big shows direct 
with New York, but doesn’t do much in the way of 
concerts attractions. Sao Paulo manager Hermann 
Frischler, leading Brazil agent for concert artists, 
pooks an artist occasionally on the basis of personal 


contact, but gets most of his talent from the Ar- | 


gentine managers. ; 
A tour of Latin America usually begins in the 


north, either in Cuba or in Mexico, then moves on } 


to the Caribbean Islands (Puerto Rico, Jamaica, 
Curacao, Dominican Republic), then into Central 
America, playing Guatemala City and perhaps Man- 
agua (Nicaragua) and Panama. Then the tour pro- 
ceeds down the west coast of South America, typi- 
cally going from Panama to Caracas (and other 
Venezuelan towns), then to Bogota and vicinity, 
from there to Quito (Ecuador) and then to Lima 
(Peru). After that comes Santiago (Chile), then 
Buenos Aires. From there, the homeward trek goes 
to Montevideo (Uruguay), then to Brazil with its 
many dates (Porto Alegre, Sao Paulo, Rio de Jan- 
jero, Belo Horizonte, Salvador, Recife, etc.) 

If the artist is to return to Europe, his tour will 
probably end in Recife, only half a day by air from 
Paris. If the artists’ fee rules out smaller towns, 
he’ll probably be on the road some three months. 
If he includes the smaller places, it may run to five. 

Soloists’ Haven 

Most favorable attractions for Latin American 
concert dates are individual soloists or small group 
attractions. The cost of transporting a big group, 
like an orchestra or a ballet, by air, is almost pro- 
hibitive, though Quesada has done it on more than 
one occasion. 

The South American shekels waver and quaver. 
In the past year, for example, the value of the 
Argentine Peso has dropped by half. Since most 
internationally-known artists demand part or all 
payment in dollars, that means it’s about twice as 
hard to make ends meet in the key Argentine dates. 
Since artists are contracted months in advance, the 
manager may find that the calculations he made 
when buying the artist are shot full of holes by the 
time the dates are played. 

Most stable currency in Latin America is found 
in the countries closest to the U.S.A. The 
malan Quetzal, for example, is one-to-one with the 
dollar. Ditto in Cuba, Honduras, Salvador, Panama, 
and, of course, Puerto Rico. The best coin in South 
America right now is in Venezuela, where the 
Bolivar is about 3.30 to the dollar. Considerable 
instability exists for the all-important Argentine 
Peso and Brazilian Cruzeiro. ‘The Chilean Peso was 
down to 800 for a buck, is now back around 500. 
Uruguay has good money. 

There have been attempts over the years to un- 
lock Quesada’s full-Nelson in the Caribbean and 
Central America, they've been killed by the mile- 
age and the other difficulties. The wear and tear 
of dealing with Latins, especially when they’re 
spread out thousands of miles apart, has made most 
would-be competition decide to open a dry-cleaning 
store instead. 


Guate- | 


Ellenville's 2d Year Cuts Deficit: 
Dream of Shed, New Works, TV 


One, a television spectacular com- 
mitment from NBC or CBS to per- 
mit more new works on a tv pay- 
off. Two, to get hotels in area 
to take blocks of tickets. 

There were two new works this 
vear: (1) the world premiere of a 
dance drama after Eugene O'Neil’s 
“Emperor Jones,” with music 
composed and conducted by Heitor 
Villa-Lobos, and with choreogra- 
phy by Jose Limon; (2) the first 


American presentation of Shake- 
speare’s “A Midsummer Night’s 


Dream,” with new music by Carl 
Ortf, conducting by Leopold Sto- 
kowski, and Broadway players 
headed by Basil Rathbone and Red 
Buttons. Both attractions drew 
6,000-plus crowds. 

The third top puller was the 
opener of “Carmen” with Gloria 
Lane, Frank Guarrera and Giulio, 
and conducted by Tibor Kozma. 
About 4,000 attended. 

Long-Range 

The greatest need for the Fes- 
tival is, says Forest, “More pa- 
trons, throughout the State of 
| New York, because this can’t be 
just a local operation, not with 
6,000-capacity.” 

Tanglewood Music Festival (60 
miles away) started under canvas 
and took eight seasons to become 
entrenched and adequately shel- 
tered. Empire Festival has 120 
acres in which.to expand, includ- 
ing a music shed, school and other 


| facilities. 
Pending the construction of a 
i shed, the Festival will make sev- 


eral changes in the present setup 
-——with community-county coopera- 
| tion. These include the digging of 
'an orchestra pit and a regrading 
| to achieve a slight pitch on the tent 
floor. 

| The orchestra, on the level with 
| the audience, tends to cut down 
| the sound of the singers and to re- 
| duce the resonance of the males 
i (possibly the semi-open-air  ar- 
| rangement is another factor). The 
| conductor also is visually distract- 
| ing—Kozma certainly was, in spots, 
at the performance caught. 





Festival ended Sunday after- 
}noon (29), with Igor Markevitch 


on the podium. 

Festival is scaled $1.50 to $5. 

Staff: directors, Forest, Jerome 
Hershon and Jascha S. Rushkin; 
executive producer, Basil Langton; 
promotion manager, Hershon; com- 
pany managermMorry Efron; press 
representative, Margaret Hartigan; 
| house manager, Richard A, Mooney 
|(Miss Hartigan’s husband and 
Stadium Concerts manager for 20 
years); treasurer, Ida Goldsmith; 
production stage manager, David 
Pardoll; orchestra manager, Philip 
Sklar; national press representa- 
tives, Nat and Irving Dorfman. 





Dalias Mexican Fiesta, 
‘Courtesy’ of J. Petrillo 
Dallas, Aug. 7. 


A Mexican fiesta is skedded next 
Sunday (12) in the bi-weekly sum- 





j;mer Starlight Concert series in 
the Fair Park band shell. Added 
j}to the Latin talent will be pro- 


|} ducer-femcee Joanne Hill and Col 
| Ralph Beck’s 50-piece concert 
band, regulars of the series. 

Cuilo Sabbath shows have gained 
in popularity. Current series 
started with 4,000 attendance in 
June. Sunday, July 29, an SRO 
audience (over 5,000) viewed 
“Down in the Valley,” by Kurt 
Weill, featuring Miss Hill and $a’ 
cast of singers. 

Starlight Concerts are free to 
}the public on alternate Sundays, 
{courtesy of Local 147, American 
|Federation of Musicians, through 
a grant from the Music Perform- 





|ance Trust Fund of the American 
Phonograph Industry and in co- 
operation with the -city’s park 


board and the State Fair of Texas. 








Can It Be Taught? 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 7. 

The academic world is catch- 
ing up with the opera, or oth- 
er way round, judging by a 
new course at Chatham Col- 
lege here in Pittsburgh. It’s a 
new “Workshop for Operatic 
Leadership.” 

Conducting, synchronization 
techniques, characterization, 
staging, television (sic) angles 
will be taught plus this further 
imposing skill: 

How to organize civic opera 





companies. 
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Broadway 


Sugy Freeman visiting her un- 
cle Charles (Interstate) Freeman 
in Dallas. 

Max E. Youngstein back to the 
Coast after a quickie Canadian 
fishing trip with his UA pards. 

UA exploitation chief Mori Kru- 
shen making his firsttime-over 
European trip (London-Paris-Rome 
circuit) in September. 

Albert Woolson, the last sur- 
vivor of the GAR who died last 
week at the age of 109, once played 
in a traveling minstrel band. 


Bill Harrity, longtime house offi- 
cer at the Hotel Plaza, retiring this 
fall, aged 65, and plans a long win- 
ter fishing vacation in Florida. 

Moe Gale, personal manager and 
head of Sheldon Music, to be oper- 
ated on at Mt. Sinai Hospital today 
(Wed.) for an intestinal obstruc- 
tion. 

Peter Stearns, librarian at the 
west side Mannes School of Music, 
will have his No. 2 symphony 
played Aug. 9 at the New Hamp- 
shire Music Festival. 

Lionel Hampton, actress Natalie 
Schafer and Russell W. Hadley Jr, 
Paramount’s assistant managing 
director in Britain, in from Europe 
last week on the Liberte. 

Mike Todd made like Escoffier 
with an outdoor (stag) barbecue 
atop his Park Ave. penthouse for 


visiting Art Buchwald of the Paris | 


edition of the N.Y. Herald Tribune. 

George Jessel covering both 
political conventions (Chi and 
Frisco) for INS, which necessitated 
cutting his Sahara, Las Vegas, 
booking down to the long four-day 


Labor Day weekend instead, 

Bert G. Stroucken the new 
maitre d’hotel at Luchow’s. Ernst 
Seute, veep and longtime the 


maitre d’ at the historic East 14th 
St. eatery, has been ill and is re- 
tired to his Pottersville, N. Y., 
home. 

Grace and .Herbert T. Mayes 
(editor of Good Housekeeping) and 
Dorothy and Oscar Hammerstein 
2d are the closest kind of neigh- 
bors; the Mayes’ are the new sub- 
tenants of the Hammersteins in 
their East 63d St. town house, hav- 
ing leased the top two floors since 
the Hearst mag ed gave up com- 
muting to Westport. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal V. Cohen 

Hiram College’s Majestic Show- 
boat anchored here for a month. 

Richard Widmark canceled two- 
day visit here to plug “Run for 
Sun.” 

Bobby Fife’s tavern in East Lib- 
erty rechristened Jill Kury’s Show 
Case. 

Restaurateur Ben Gross coming 
along okay after suffering a heart 
attack. 

Twin Coaches set Maguire Sis- 
ters for three nights next month, 
Sept. 21-23. 

Henny Youngman starred at 
Dore’s and then goes to Steel Pier 
in Atlantie City. 

Joe Berger left Capitol label to 
manage new office Mercury Rec- 


in Bari, Italy, Sept. 14-19, on which 
five features and five documentary 
films will be shown—the best 
Yugoslavia has produced so far. 

The best mixed chorus in this 


bljana, Slovenia, completed tour in 
France and Switzerland. A group 


leaders, together with a Slovenian 


quartet, -currently touring Red 
China. 


tival at Pula, said that negotia- 


tions are under way for coproduc- | reyye at the Garrick, hit its 300th | 
| performance, 


tion, on the Adriatic, of a feature 
dealing with a historical event, 


“The Mutiny of Kotor Sailors,” | §1ms, planed in to London and 
during the Austro-Hungarian rule. | hopes to marry here. 


An agreement between UFUS, 


and as 
guarantees 


films. 





Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 4944) 


Harry Brandt in to ogle Gallic | 


pix for his U.S. theatres. 

Teddy Hart and family in for a 
vacation looksee, as ditto Jack 
Pearl. 

Reissue of “The Lives of a Ben- 
gal Lancer” (Par) doing good biz 
here, garnering second spot among 
last week’s grosses. 

Jean Louis Barrault-Madeleine 
Raneud Co. took the long-shuttered 
Pigalle Theatre for 
prior to its tour of Canada and the 
U.S. in September. 

Billy Wilder in to set up forth- 
coming producer-director chore on 


Allied Artists’ “Love in the After- | 


noon” with Gary Cooper, Audrey 
Hepburn and Maurice Chevalier. 
Martine Carol and hubby Chris- 


tian Jaque back from their globe- | 


girdling goodwill tour for Gallic 


ticular. Miss Carol takes a | 
before starting a French-American 
coproduction. 


rehearsals | 


pix in general and theirs in par-| 
rest 


country, Emil Adamic Co., of Lju- | & short Bis trip. 


of Yugoslav opera and musical | 


| years, to make a film for Ameri- 
: | can tv. 
Tour will last one month. | 


Czech film director Otokar | jn from Jamaican location of 20th’s 
Vavra, who attended the Film Fes- | 


Yugoslav producing enterprise Of yp his appointment as 20th’s Brit- | 
Belgrade, and Moderne Films Of ish production topper. 
Paris, for coproduction in color and 
in CinemaScope of five features UNICEF activities, 
many documentaries, | with Sir Anthony Eden. 

to Yugoslavia world | 
distribution for these coproduced England with her husband, An- 
|drew Heiskell, magazine publisher. 


| weekend’s “Sunday Night at Black- 


| pool” for the commercial tv net- 
| work. 


his medico after collapsing during 


A new French-Russian film ac- | 


cord was signed here last week by 


Culture in USSR, with Louis Joxe 
repping France. Though contents 


film circles that Russo films will 
get more firstrun time via the gov- 
ernmentally controlled distrib set- 


Viadimir Sourine, Vice-Minister of | 


were not forthcoming it is felt in| 


up, SEGEC, and Russia is to re- | 


ciproocate with a letting up on 
remittance to France on Gallic 
grosses. 


Boston 


By Guy Livingston 


| vision now joining Eurovision and | 


Bill St. Clair holding at the) 


Saxony. 
Alec Templeton in for two con- 
certs at Castle Hill, Ipswich. 
Julius La Rosa opened Sunday 
(5) at Salisbury Beach Frolics for 
a week, 





ords will open here. 

New Nixon, downtown's newest 
nitery, now has -a new 
deadline, Labor Day. 

Bandleader-auto salesman Baron 
Elliott and his wife celebrated 
their 20th wedding anni. 

Dorothy Hohmann, of Edith 
Piaf's nitery act, vacationing at 
home while Piaf's in Paris. 


Belgrade 


By Stojan Bralovic 
(8. Ohridska; 41232) 

Croatian small orchestra, of Zag- 
reb, will tour the U.S., also taking 
along promising young baritone, 
Viadimir Ruzcak, 

Poland's television 
newsreels from “Film 
Belgrade enterprise for 
on Polish television. 

Slovenia Opera, just returned 
from brief successful tour in Hol- 
land, gave four shows in Amster- 
dam, Rotterdam and Utrecht. 

Representatives of eight 
eastern countries met recently in 
Budapest and concluded an agree- 
ment to join forces in making a 
color film on the Danube river. 

An excellent Indonesia folklore 
group gave two top artistic perfor- 





News,” a 
showing 


mances in Zagreb, week, devoted | 


only to the artistic technic of na- 
tional dances of Sumatra, Java and 
Celebes. 

Pula Film Festival, which was at- 
tended by good number of foreign- 
ers, revealed a serious crisis of 
Yugoslav documentary films; of 14 
shorts shown not one was ranked 
even as average. 

Hungary's best known composer 
and musical director, Zoltan Ko- 
delji, will participate on the con- 
cert of contemporary Hungarian 
music, organized by Radio Zagreb 
in the fall this year. 

A week of Yugoslav film will 
take place during the Levant Fair 


opening | 


has bought | 


South- | 


Chico Marx opens in “Fifth 
| Season” at Lee Falk’s Boston Sum- 
imer Theatre Monday (13) for a 
week. 

Max and Joe Schneider built a 
inew elevated stage for Steuben’s 
with an expanding section to be 
unveiled at opening of the nitery 
Sept. 15. 


| Rome 
By Robert F. Hawkins 

| (Archimede 146; tel 800211) 

| Stan and Helen Swinton are 
of Scott Mitchell, 


| parents son, 


| born in Rome. Father is AP bureau | 


| chief here. 


Elna Laun, U.S. choreographer- | 


dancer, now appearing at the Bel- 
| vedere delle Rose nitery. Has done 
Stateside tv work as well as thea- 
tre stints 

Mark Lawrence and_ Barnett 
Glassmann huddling on pic project, 
“Ex-Gangster,” which would be 
shot in Genoa, with Lawrence di- 
recting and writing. 

In town: Joan Fontaine and 
sister-in-law Frances Young; Linda 
Christian, Edmund Purdom, Jack 
3enny, Kay Harrison of Techni- 
color, Fuzzy Knight, Helmut Dan- 
tine. 

Teddy Reno and Gaby Andre 
| appearing in new pic project just 


| getting under way here. Reno, one | 


| of top vocalists here, heads back 


‘for States soon for another nitery | 


| swing. 
| Mark Robson’s “The Little Hut” 
| troupe installed in its Cinecitta HQ 
|for next several weeks. Giant set 
occupies all of Stage 15. Ava Gard- 
ner, David Niven, Stewart Granger, 
| Walter Chiari are starred. 
“Si Le Roi Savait Ca” is name of 
French pic to be shot here by Caro 


Canaille. It features Magali Noel | 


and Jean Danet, 


shooting “Liane” just south 


‘the American “$64,000 Question” | Harmony Hall Hotel Thursday (26), 


| quiz-type program for the Danish 


| Minister of Education, Julius Bom- 


hue into nearby Mankato, Minn., 
Kato Ballroom for one-nighter. 

Dorothy Franey, star of her own 
hotel winter ice shows, spending 
vacation in St. Paul, her former 
hometown. 

Dome nitery, located on highway 
between Bismarck and Mandan, 
N. D., converted into summer stock 
company playhouse with Equity 
cast. 

Minneapolis Symphony's $33,000 
for the 1955-56 season represented 
earned income of $24,159 more 
than for preceding season. But op- 
erating costs increased $24,159. 


London 


(Temple Bar 5041/9952) 
Maurice Winnick left for N.Y. on 


Gary Cooper on a brief visit be- 
fore leaving for Paris film commit- 
ment. 

William Gargan, here after 22 


Joan Collins and Richard Burton 


“Seawife.” 
“La Plume de ma Tante,” French ' 





Guarantors contributed $257,000 to 
make up difference between 1955- ! 
56 earned income and total operat- | 
ing costs. 

The whole town turned out for | 
the Sunday soiree given by Doris 
|and J. C. Stein (MCA board chair- 
|man) for RCA prexy Frank M. Fol- 
|som, west on a business trip. He 
cut his Coast trip short to make a 
RCA board meeting in N. Y.; also 
to mark the 39th anniversary with | 
Gladys (Mrs.) Folsom and their | 
family in New York. 


Salzburg 


By Paul Pimsleur 
(Sinnhubstr. 42, Tel. 29361) 


Mohsen Mahdavi, star of Persian 





Robert Goldstein arrived to take | 


in town on his 
had a visit 


Danny Kaye, 


Madeleine Carroll arrived in 


Jerry Colonna headliner in last 


Dorinda Stevens’ signed by 
Charles Chaplin for his current 
production of “A King in New) New cabaret, called “Der Blaue | 
York.” Vogel” (The Bluebird), after fa- 

Kenny Baker, the jazz trumpeter,| mous Berlin spot of yore, preem- | 
flew out to Rome for a two-week!/ing here with Olga Tschechowa as | 
engagement, to be followed by a first starring attraction. Miss | 
vacation. |Tschechowa was leading German | 

Digby Wolfe, comedian son of | screen femme of ’30s. Manager of 
Kenneth Horne, ordered to rest by |new bistro is R. M. Popovitch. 

City of Salzburg giving its high- 
est award, the honorary ring of the 
city, to two notable atrists in a 
special ceremony. They are con- 
ductor Bruno Walter, longtime fes- 
tival maestro, and Professor Her- 
mann Aicher, director of the Salz- 
burg Marionette Fheatre. 

Arrivals’ in this festival town in- 
clude conductors Bruno Walter, 
Dimitri Mitropoulos, Karl Bohm, 
George Szell, Fritz Reiner, Rafael 
Kubelik, Georg Solti, directors 
Herbert Graf, Ernst Lothar, Oscar 
Fritz Schuh; singers Hilde Guden, 
Irmgard Seefried, Lisa della Casa, 
Elizabeth Schwarzkopf, Elisabeth 
Grummer, Dietrich Fischer-Dies- 
kau, Anton Dermota, Cesare Siepi, 
Erich Kunz. 








tv show rehearsal. 

Peter Daubeny, the impresario, 
currently in Moscow studying some 
of the shows with a view to pos- 
sible London presentation, 

“The Reluctant Debutante,” com- 
edy starring Jack Hulbert and Judy 
Campbell, hit its 500th perform- 
ance at Cambridge Theatre. 

Cyd Charisse doing a personal | 
at tonight’s (Wed.) preem of “Viva 
Las Vegas” at the Metro showcase, 
the Empire, Leicester Square, 


Copenhagen 
By Victor Skaarup 

Apollo opening new legit season 
with “Arsenic and Old Lace.” 

Jose Greco Ballet troupe set for 
four weeks at Ny Teater for Eng- 
strom & Sodring management. 

Old Lubitsch-comedy “To Be Or | 
Not To Be” with Jack Benny and 


Bermuda 


_ By Al Wagstaff 
<< Ernie Kovacs with wife Edith 
Sei : : ams at Princess Hotel for rest 
— Lombard a big hit at Dag jand making tv-short for local Tour- 
=" jist Board. 

Denmark's state-supported tele- | Wally Griffin, 
, ( . at Smuggler’s Lair, broke arm on 
presenting eight one hour foreign| motor bicycle but doing “show 
programs this autumn. must go on” bit. 

Patrick Tanner (pen name Pat-| Johnny McAteer, one of new 
rick Dennis) in town for holidaying | owners of Inverurie Hotel, opened 
and publicity interviews about | Marine Terrace with his Boston 
“Aunt Mamie,” published here by | Orchestra Friday (27). 

Gyldendal., Sarah Vaughan with trio of Joe 

Publicity incidental to Capt. Pe-| Benjamin, Jimmy Jones and Roy 
ter Freuchen winning top coin on| Haynes opened three-day stand at 





program and the old salt's visit | rome eutlic at’ $3) nimissin 
. é >< l he Ps 
ee te Ses, ree oD | followed by show in Gombey Room 
video. jto largest cover ever charged in 
Royal Danish Theatre Ballet tour | Bermuda, $5. 
in U. S. opens at Metropolitan | ——— 
Sept. 16. At New York Public Li-| 
brary a ballet exhibition will od Amsterdam 
By Hans Saaltink 
(Phone: Amsterdam 56316) 


headlining show | 


ae 


Hollywood 


Emil Karson joined Metro leg,| 
dept. 

John Steinberg celebrating 701) 
birthday today. 

Roscoe Ates 
throat surgery. 

“Decca Joe” Perry recuperating 
from surgery at Cedars of Lebanon. 

Klaus Landsberg, KTLA genera] 
manager, underwent abdominal 
surgery. 

Indie praiser Joel Preston shut. 
tering his office to join Columbia 
studio flackery. 

Tom Conway laid up with seri. 
ous throat illness, causing him to 
bow out of two films. 

George Gobel’s next personal 
will be at opening of his Flamingo. 
Santa Anita Motel in Arcadia 
Aug. 26. 

Mike Ludmer, former literary 
agent at Jaffe office, joined Fa- 
mous Artists as associate in story 
department. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 

Ralph Marterie band in Marine 
Ballroom. 

Blaze Starr in for Globe bur 
lesque stint. 

Frank Sinatra into 500 Club for 
four days starting Aug. 23. 

Gina Shield and Henry Beck. 
manin in “Anastasia” at Quarter- 
deck last week. 

Jack Russell featured in Music- 
Go-Round’s “The Great Waltz” in 
suburban Somers Point this week. 

Pat Boone a click at Steel Pier 


hospitalized for 


ithe past week ending Aug. 4, with 


Four Lads in vaudeville this week, 

Molly Picon held over for a 
second week by Wedge Playhouse 
for “Farblonjete Honeymoon.” 
Keefe Braselle and Julie Gibson to 
come in Aug. 21 for ‘“‘Tender Trap.” 

Sarah Vaughan’s opening day on 
Steel Pier next Sunday (12) to be 
highlighted by NBC telecast of 
Hamid Outdoor Circus and water 
sports show for color spectacular, 
“Atlantic City Holiday.” 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Tony Martin returns to Fontaine- 
bleau’s La Ronde in February. 

Judy Garland nixing offers by 
the bigger hoteliers for two-week- 
er in February. 

Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom joined 
Lucerne’s Club Chalet revue 
Wednesday (8). 

Ginny Simms into Jimmy Fazio’s 
new club in Ft. Lauderdale, fol- 
lowing two weeks at Sans Souci, 
Havana. 

Maxine (ex Loper &) Barrett has 
her own show on new tv’er WCKT, 
It’s a panel-show biz discussion 
program, 

Stanley Melba, longtime Pierre 
(N. Y.) maestro-booker, will ditto 
for the new Americana Hotel here 
this winter. 


Chicago 


Nate Redlich moved from the 
Brown Study to maitre d’ post at 
the new Cafe Continental. 

Gospel singer Mahalia Jackson 
added to the list of vocalists at the 
Democratic convention opening 
here Monday (13). 





opened Sept. 13—with talks by 
holdt, and Denmark's ambassador | Young conductor Bernard Hai- 


Kauffmann. |tink made his debut with Radio 
Andre de Toth’s filming of | Philharmonic orch. 
American thriller, “Hidden Fear” | ‘heatre group Het Nieuwe Co- 


with John Payne, using many well- 
known Copenhagen locales, Danish | comedy “Dear Shadow” in De La 
actors in minor roles. A roof gar-|Mar Theatre. 

den was built on top of Hov.el! Actor-diréctor Fons Rademakers 
“Europe” with Peter Rasmussen's | will direct Max Regnier’s “Les 
band from Tivoli supplying the/ Petits Fetes” for the Netherlands 
music for dancing scenes, | Toneelgezeldschap. 

——_—___—_ The Netherlands Ballet directed 
by Sonia Gaskell gave five per- 
formances in the Municipal Thea- 
tre with cross-section of ballets in 
its repertory. 

Amsterdam - City Board voted 
the Nederlandse Comedie a subsidy 
of $70,000 for next season. The 
Netherlands Opera received sub- 
sidy of $300,000. 


media presents Jacques Deval’s 


Minneapolis 

By Les Rees 

Old Log. strawhatter 

“Seven Year. Itch.” 

Edyth Bush Little Theatre has 
“Miss Bluebeard” on tap. 

Van Johnson in from Europe to 

start work in Metro’s “Slander.” | 

“Chalk Garden” cancelled its | 


Lyceum legit September booking | Australia 


here. 


offering | 


David Rose heading east to con- | _ By Eric Gorrick 
duct three Woolworth Hour con- | (160 Castlereigh St., Sydney, 
certs. Tele MA 7778) 


New local singing group, the Fox! “Can Can” is a solid pacer here 
Quartet, into Hotel Radisson Flame ;at Empire Sydney, for J, C. Wil- 
Room. | liamson, 

Augie’s nitery has Glenn Rheese| Peter Finch here to star in 
Trio and exotic dancers Charmette | “‘Shiralee” for Ealing. Leslie Nor- 
and Exilda. |}man will produce. 

New Club Trocadero has Roy| Borovansky Ballet has reached 
Robinson Trio and exotic dancer | its 1,000th performance here under 
Dorothy Ray. ithe J. C. Williamson banner. 

Arthur Lubin and Winston Miller} David N. Martin's “Spice and 
checked in at RKO after three Ice’ revue continues to _ pull 
weeks in Japan. | healthy biz at Tivoli, Sydney. 

Rhonda Fleming to Cincinnati to} Victoria de los Angeles, Spanish 
start a midwest tour plugging soprano, big click for the Aus- 
,“Queen of Babylon.” \tralian Broadcasting Commission. 
Jimmy Hegg’s Starlight club; William Osborne, assistant ex- 


German unit | holding over Len Wheeler & The | port manager Allied Artists, planes 
! of | Dukes, musical unit. 
Rome, with Hardy Kruger starred. | 


lin 


| third runaround 
Billy May band with Sam Dona-| 


shortly for 
from Far East. 


Summer theatre operator Her) 
| Rogers and his Tenthouse Theatre 
|company feted at a weekend party 
|at the Moraine Hotel, honoring the 
| Highland Park strawhatter’s 2,000th 
| production. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 
(Angli, 43; 240018) 


Lionel Hampton orchestra set for 
two concerts at the Monumental. 
| Legit and circus critic Alfredo 
| Marquerie feted by manager and 
|company of American Circus 
| Lola Memibrives, legit actress, 
| playing “‘La Malquerida” in honof 
|of late author Jacinto Benavente. 
| Portuguese novelist Joaquin Paco 
d’Arcos in town. He is the author 


of “The United States Are Like 
This,” 

Katia Loritz, known as the Ger- 
man Soplud Loren, inked for 
“Dirty Hands,” Spanish, pic 4d! 


rected by J. A. de la Loma. 

New legit company formed by 
Maria Lanez (Bella Dorita) and 
Cassen presenting “The Case 0% 
the Six O’Clock Lady” at the Talia 
Theatre. 

Pie season reached the dead 

“La Galeota,” at the Victoria, 
a musical by Ramos Martin, musi¢ 
by Salvador Codina, with new 
tenor Manuel Casales; others 1" 
company are Pilarin Andrea, Ma! 
uel Gas and Cristobal Masana. 

Argentine legit comedy present 
ed by Arturo Serrano at the Come; 
dia with play “Dangerous Games 
by Jacques Deval, adapted in? 
Spanish by Antonio de_ Cab? 
Leads are Analia Gade, Estebe" 
Serrador and Juan Carlos Thor): 
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OBITUARIES 





HARRY E. AITKEN 
Harry E. Aitken, 79, pioneer 
motion picture company organizer 
and an associate of D. W. Griffith 


in the production of “The Birth of | 


a Nation,” died Aug. 1 in Chicago 
ot a heart attack. 

Aitken was stricken while mak- 
ing preparations for re-release of 
the controversial classic at the New- 
perry Theatre, Chicago. His last 
post was president of the Keystone 
rilm Co. of Waukesha, Wis. In 
1954, a syndication group headed 
by Phil L. Ryan bought the film 
rights to “The Birth of a Nation,” 
which were partially controlled by 


Aitken ‘as president of the oild| 


Epoch Corp. 

He was associated with such 
early companies as Mutual Film 
Co., Triangle Film Corp., as well 
as Epoch Film Corp. Aitken started 
his film career with the Chicago 
Film Exchange, moving to New 
York in 1910, when he established 
Majestic Studios as an independent 
producer. At one time he had 
Mary Pickford under contract. In 
1914, threugh Epoch he financed 
production of “Birth of a Nation.” 





trolled a theatre chain in north- | 


east England. 

Joining Thornton Theatres 
1922, Reed became general 
booking manager for the circuit. 
Five years later when the loop be- 
came part of the Moss Empire 
chain, he was named supervisor 
for the Midlands and northern sec- 
tions of England and the Scottish 
areas. He was appointed general 
manager of the Empire Theatre. 
Sunderland, in 1930 and was upped 
to managing director in 1947. 

Surviving are his wife and 4a son. 


MARJQRIE RHOADS 
Mrs. Margaret Mary Louise Cos- 
tigan Troup, 65, onetime chorus 
girl known professionally as Mar- 
jorie Rhoads, died Aug. 4 in New 





York. She was the wife of James | 


Troup, house manager of the Mark 
Hellinger Theatre, N.Y. 
A native of Providence, 


George M. Cohan and worked with 
him in a number of yesteryear pro- 
ductions including “Little Johnny 
Jones,”: “Running for Office,” 
“The Yankee Prince” and “George 


Surviving are his brother and | Washington Jr.” 


three sisters. 


KEITH BALDWIN 

Keith Baldwin, 49, sales devel- 
opment rep in CBS Radio Spot 
Sales’ Detroit office, died July 26 
in Grosse Pointe, Mich., after a 
long illness. Prior to entering the 
redio field, he was editor of the 
Bridgman Enterprise in his native 
city of Bridgman, Mich. 

Baldwin, who joined CBS Radio 
Spot Sales in May, 1955, previous 
lv was sales manager of WAKR, 


Akron, and before that held the | Coast 


same post with WERE, Cleveland. 


Surviving, aside from her hus- 
band, are a daughter, son, brother 


| and three sisters. 








LILLIAN M. HERST 

Mrs. Lillian Myers Herst. 82. 
music critic and concert violinist, 
died July 29 in New York. A one- 
time violin soloist with John Philip 
Sousa’s band, she aiso toured with 
Lillian Russell as the star’s accom- 
panist. 

A native of Portland, Ore., Mrs. 
Herst wrote criticisms for the two 
music magazines, Pacific 


Coast- Musicians and Music of the | 





IN MEMORIAM 


Paul Small 


Lillian Small 





He also was an account exec with 
WGAR, Cleveland; WBAP, 
WFAA, Fort Worth-Dallas; WKRC, 
Cincinnati, and WPAY, Ports- 
mouth, O. 

Surviving are his wife and two 
daughters. 





JACK K. ADAMS 

Jack K. Adams, 69, pioneer film 
distributor, died July 31 in Sher- 
man, Tex. He started in the dis- 
tribution field some 32 years ago in 
Petty, Tex., where he operated a 
theatre. Subsequently he took over 
the R. D. Lewis Film Exchange 


and organized the Home State 
Film Co., which sold silent films 
in 16 states. 


With the advent of talking pic- 
tures, he formed the Adams Film 
Exchange. It was taken over by 
his sons 10 years ago in Dallas. 
Adams also was an organizer of 
PRC Pictures which was absorbed 
by United Artists in 1952. 





EARL KURTZE 
Earl Kurtze, 68, talent booker 
for nearly a_ half-century, died 
Aug. 2 in Indianapolis. 
been associated with Chicago radio 
station WLS and 
reau since 1926 


until his retire- 


ment earlier this year. The bureau 
Is continuing under George Fer- 
guson, Kurtze’s longtime associate. 

Kurtze entered show biz in 1906 
when he started his own talent 







ANNA HELD 
March 18, 1873 
August 12, 1918 








agency in Indianapolis. 
quently joined the Western Vaude- 
Ville Agency in Chicago. While at 
WLS he helped launch careers of 
Gene Autry, George Gobel and the 


He subse- 


Andrews Sisters, among others, 
Who got their starts on the Na- 
onal Barn Dance. 

Survived by two sons. 





RICHARD REED 

Richard (Dickie) Reed, 66, for- 
mer northern supervisor for Moss 
Empires Theatres, died July 26 in 
“underland, Eng. He was a familiar 
‘sure to many American perform- 
chan played the English vaude 
., Reed, who entered show biz as a 
“gehand at the old Avenue Thea- 
‘re, Sunderland, later rose to a 
management post. In 1913 he mar- 
ed an adopted daughter of the 
‘ale Richard Thornton, who con- 


He had | 


its Artist’s Bu-!+r 


| body, in 1938. 


| West. In addition, she played first 


| Surviving are a son and daugh- 


| ter. 
| RALPH D. GOLDBERG 

| Ralph D. Goldberg, 58, president 
| Of the Goldberg Theatre Corp. in 
Omaha, died Aug. 2 in that city 
after suffering a stroke. His chain 
includes the State, Town, Dundee, 
| Military, Avenue, Ames and Town 
| Theatres in Omaha, and the Broad- 
way in Council Bluffs. 

For years a civic leader, Gold- 
berg owned vast properties 
Omaha in addition to his theatres. 
He served as a member of the City 
Auditorium Commission and _ at 
times attempted to book in legit 
shows and nightclub entertainment. 

Surviving are his wife and two 
cousins. 








GORDON W. POLLOCK 

The body of Broadway legit 
producer Gordin W. Pollock, 28, 
missing since he vanished in his 
private plane last April 15, was 
found recently on a beach near 
|Simecoe, Ontario, and transported 
back to’ N. Y. for burial last week. 
Pollock disappeared over Lake 
Erie while flying his plane from 
Detroit to N. Y. His dancer-wife, 
Norma, was with him when the 
plane was lost. No trace of her 
or the aircraft has been found. The 
producer’s body was identified by 
his mother, Mrs. Anna Pollock. 


BISHOP JOHN F. NOLL 

The Most Rev. John F. Noll, 81, 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., died there July 31. 
He had been chairman of the na- 
| tional committee of bishops that 
|set up the Legion of Decency, 
|Catholic motion picture review 











Bishop Noll was also founder of | 
several national Catholic publica- 
tions; including Our Sunday Vis- 
itor (1912) (cire. 760,000), Family 
Digest, and The Priest. 


S. BOWEN COX 

Samuel Bowen Cox, 76, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the State Fair of 
Texas, Dallas, died Aug. 3 in that 
city. Dean of the expo staff, with 
29 years service, he started in 1927 
as chief clerk. 

Named to his last post in 1948, 
Cox was in charge of the fair’s 
$35,000,000 operation, its auditing 
department and also supervised 
“purchasing and personnel. 

Survived by his wife, son, daugh- 
ter, two sisters and a brother. 





in | 
and | 


Mrs. | 
Troup was a cousin of the late) 


| of 
and | violin with the N. Y. Symphonette. | sons survive. 


| Charles Wilmot, 


in | 


a 


Chicago, died in Chicago Aug. 3. 
At the time of his death Nash was 
/employed in the legal department 
of the Chicago Motor Club. Before 
_ that, from 1932 to 1944, he was 
‘chief clerk in the Illinois State 
| Automobile Dept 

Two sisters survive. 





HARRY CHANDLEE 
Harry Chandlee, 73, vet screen 
writer, died Aug. 3 in Hollywood. 
| A scripter since 1918, he was story 
|editor for Lasky Productions, and 
|later wrote screenplays on “Ser- 
geant York,” “The Adventures of 


Mark Twain” and “Our Town.” He | tu 


|collabed on the original story- 
script for “The Jolson Story.” 
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two hours. As for the books, why 
must a bestseller be put on the 
screen in 90 minutes? We've been 
doing this for years and chances 
are we rubbed out some good story 
points just for the sake of brevity.” 
In line with that latter point, it’s 
understood that Columbia's pic- 
rization of “Andersonville” will | 


/run about four hours. 


Surviving are his wife, two sons | 


and a daughter. 





LESTER ALDEN 
Lester Alden, 84, 
in Chicago. He appeared in the 
original New York productions of 
“Grand Hotel’ and 
among others, before coming to 
Chicago as a dramatic coach with 
the Jewish People’s Institute. 

Son survives. 





BILL JONES 

Bill Jones, 46, announcer on 
KLZ, Denver, died of a heart at- 
'tack Aug. 3 in that city. A native 
of Chicago, he was a member of 
'the KLZ staff for 11 years. Prior 
to that he was with WJOB, Ham- 
|! mond, Ind. 

Surviving are his wife and five 
children. 





HENRY L. SCHUMER 

Henry L. Schumer, actor, died 
recently in San Francisco. From 
the early 1900’s through the 1930's, 
'\he appeared in plays on the Coast 
|and in the East. 

He had been a member of the 
Bishop Players at the old Ye Lib- 
erty Theatre in Oakland, Cal. 

TONY SHAYNE 

Tony Shayne, 61, former vaude 
agent, died ‘in Washington, D.C. 
Aug. 4. Wife and daughter survive. 





|. Walton H. Pyre, 81, former actor, 
died in Evanston, Ill., Aug. 3. He 
was a director of the Chicago Mu- 
sical College an@ the American 
| Conservatory of Music and presi- 
dent of the Walton Pyre Academy 
Dramatic Arts. Wife and two 


— 





Maurice Myers, 54, district man- | 
in | 


ager for King Records, died 
;Chicago July 28. His wife, son, | 
‘daughter and two grandchildren | 
survive. 





"75 


4, 
| pioneer, died recently in Glasgow. 
He was a son of the late John Wil- 
|}mot, pioneer in fairground amuse- 
| ments. 





Isidore Lindenbaum, president 
|and executive producer of 
Craft Corp., telefilm outfit, died of 
a heart attack July 31 in Holly- 
wood. 





George W. Wong Sr., 60, veteran 
vaude performer, died Aug. 2 in 
Jamaica, L. I. Surviving are his 
mother, son and sister. 





Joseph E. Castle, 77, ne Louis 
R_ Proehl, actor, died July 38 in 
Monmouth, N. J. Daughter and a 
brother survive. 





L. C. Fox, 71, former manager 
of the Military Theatre in Omaha, 


died in that city Aug. 2. Survived | 


by his wife. 





Carrie Araki, 73, trapeze artist 
who trouped on the Gus Sun and 
Orpheum circuits, died Aug. 1 in 
New York. 





Mrs. Arpine Arabian, 60, concert 
pianist, died July 28 in San Fran- 
cisco. 





Juan Orraca, 45, Mexican film 
actor, died of a heart attack Aug. 
2 in Mexico City. 





Mrs. Eleanor MacKinlay, former 
singer -with the Chicago Civic 
Opera, died in Chicago Aug. 5. 





Mother, 69, of Loew’s Theatres 
publicist Teddy Arnow, died. Aug. 
2 in Laurelton, L. I., after a long 
illness. 





Father, 70, of Bert Mittleman, 
Hollywood photographer, died Aug. 
2 in Hollywood. 





Mother, 85, of director Edmund 
— died Aug. 2 in Holly- 
wood. 





Mother, of radio-tv commentator 
John Henry Faulk, died July 24 in 
Austin, Tex. 





Father, 83, of actor Barry Sulli- 





JOHN J. NASH 
John J. Nash, 82, for 35 years, | 
until 1932, general manager of the | 





old and the new Palace Theatre, | Bell, died Aug. 1 in New York. 


van, died Aug. 1 in New York. 





Mother, 63, of comedian Bobby | 
| according to Stevens. 


former actor , economics 
and dramatic coach, died July 28) going 
going, 


| 


“Dracula” | trek to the theatre has become a 


Re Admissions | 


As for the boxoffice tariff, there’s | 


surrounding _ picture- 
mainly affecting the down- 
town runs. For many a family the | 
production in itself, considering 
the expense of baby-sitter, parking 
and dinner. Not to be excluded is 
the investment of time. Some in 
the business feel that if the film 
is “big” enough, whether the ducat | 
costs $2 or $2.50 won’t matter. A 
night on the town has become a 
considerable budgetary item in 
view of the list of expenses. and 
actually the cost of the theatre in 
many cases is proportionately 
down. 

Switching from the “epic” to the 


“provocative,” Hollywood indeed is | 


taking on the type of subject that | 
was shunned in bygone years. | 
Soldiers returning from Korea and 
facing charges of Communist col- 
Isboration — that the subject of | 
“Time Limit,” which Richard Wid- | 
mark is to make under the banner | 
of his indie company. 

The Julian Blaustein - Daniel 


| 29. 


MARRIAGES 


Leslie Caron to Peter Hall, Lon- 
den, Aug. 6. Bride is an actress; 
he’s a legit director. 

Marquise Pamela Wilde Kastner 
de Coninck to Dave Garroway, New 
York, Aug. -7. He’s a tv conferen- 
cier. 

Adrienne Falcon to William 
Woodside, Aug. 4, Chicago. She’s 
a radio-tv actress-hostess 

Jean Cockson to Gordon 
loway, Lancaster, Eng., July 
30th are ice show performers. 

Tessa Clarke to James Dinwid- 
die, Remenham, Eng., July 28. 
Bride’s a tv exec; he’s a BBC offi- 
cial and son of Melville Dinwiddie, 
BBC Scot Controller. 

Pauline Feuer to 


Hol- 
21. 


Milton Elel- 


° ‘ T pen ' ce oe 
| increasing comment on the general ™an, New York, July 28. He’s head 


oi National Screen Service trailer 
production dept. 

Diane Dietz to Stanley Lich- 
tenstein, San Mateo, Calif., July 
He’s film supervisor at KRON- 
TV, Frisco. . 

Maria Britneva to Lord St. Just, 
London, disclosed July 26. He’s tv 
film company director. 

Carole Gommi to Claude W., 
Price Jr., Malverne, L. I., Aug. 4 
Bride is with NBC press dept. in 
New York. 

Shirley Benson to George P. 
Simon, Aurora, Ill., Aug. 4. Bride’s 
with the Harrington, Righter & 
Parsons radio-tv rep firm in Chi- 
cago; he’s a VARIETY advertising 
salesman in Chicago. 

Shirley Jones to Jack Cassidy, 
Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 5. Bride is 
an actress; he’s an actor. 

Jane Waldo to Jerry Sullivan, 
Hollywood, July 28. He’s a nitery 
entertainer. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Brad Eidmann, 
daughter, Chicago, July 26. Father 





amusement | 


Film | 


ter’ awaiting release, this concern- 
ing a librarian’s refusal to remove 
a Communist book. Their next will 
be about desegregation in the Air 
Force. 

James Mason’s “Bigger Than 
Life” centers on the harmful effects 
ot the overuse of cortisone. And 
agent Ingo Preminger is offering— 
and United Artists is listening to— 
a proposed biopic on James Dean 
which, of course, could be con- 
troversial. It apparently has the 
father’s okay. 

These are but a few of the more 
recent examples of how film. pro- 
ducers are changing their ways. The 














inclination to handle only “safe” | 
| material is doing a fade. 
[D———_—_—_——XSXSsSS ——— 
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=== Continued from page 3 
|(WB), ‘‘Ladykillers” (Cont) and 
|“Toy Tiger’ (U) are the other 


runner-up films. 


Taradash combo has “Storm Cen- | 


is a salesman at WGN-TV there. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Patterson, 
daughter, Chicago, July 25. Mother 
is news editor at WBKB. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Salberg, son, 
Milwaukee, July 30. Father is re- 


gional manager of TV Guide’s 
Wisconsin edition. 
Mr. and Mrs. Walt Dundon, 


July 27. 
relations 


daughter, Hollywood, 

Father is head of guest 

at CBS-TV. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


John Addison, 


| daughter, London, July 24. Father 
is a composer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fresh- 
water, daughter, Blackpool, Eng., 


recently. Mother is Gillian Marche, 
former Tiller Girl, and sister of 
soubrette Joan Mann. 

M. and Mme. Jacques Legras, 
son, London, July 29. Father is 
appearing in the French revue, 
“La Plume de ma Tante,” at the 
| Garrick Theatre, London. 
| Mr. and Mrs. David Sim, son, 
| London, July 28. Mother is actress 
| Sheila Burrell; father’s a photog- 
| rapher. 

' Mr. and Mrs. Lee _ Pogostin, 
| daughter, New York, Aug. 4. Father 
|is a video scripter; other is Betty 


| “Pardners” (Par) appears to be| Buday, a former dancer. 

| the strongest newcomer to just get Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lowenwarter, 
| started as the month of July was! son, New York, Aug. 1. He’s a CBS 
nearing its close. It showed enough | news writer. 

to cop fifth in that final session, Mr. and Mrs. Larry Eisenberg, 
with the new Martin-Lewis comedy | daughter, Brooklyn, Aug. 3. Father 
appearing to catch on in initial | is a WABD, N.Y., flack; mother is 
playdates. “Proud and Profane,” | actress Barbara Frances. 
from the same company which has} Mr. and Mrs. Mel 
been playing extended-run in some | daughter, New York, Aug. 2. 
three or four keys in recent weeks,| Mother is actress Anne Leslie; 
looks to be ready to take off | father is a trade mag editor. 


Hosansky, 


shortly. Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Haynes, 

Horror combo of “Creeping daughter, Dallas, Aug. 3. Father is 
Unknown” and “Black Sleep » | Sports director of WFAA-TV there. 
from Universal, checked in with enter een —- = 





several fancy engagements late in| 
the month. “Mme. Butterfly” (IFE) 
also registered some strong arty | 
theatre dates. = 
“Earth vs. Flying Saucers” (Col) | ; : 
is being rated as somewhat of a|Tecently existed in regard to the 
sleeper because it has been doing| BFPF’s future, and justifies’ pro- 
such uniformly stout to sock trade | ducers continuing with future 
in nearly aJl locations where play- | Plans.” The Rank Organisation ‘in- 
ing. : | tended to “proceed actively with 
the preparation of the 1957 pro- 
| gram which will be as substantial 
. . jas in 1956.” 
Stevens Disdains | London Times, in a leading arti- 
cle on Friday (3) commented: “The 
Continued from page 2 fundamental question -has to be 
asked again, whether films should 
| be specially protected, and if so 
WB and Stevens will handle | for how long? The most persuasive 
“Giant” in a straight merchandis-| answer is simply that American 
ing manner period. films can be dumped. They have a 
Stevens stresses that no~- at-| large home market, and other fa- 
tempt be made to touch upon any-| vorable circumstances, and can, it 
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are, but it would be downright 
stupid” declared the producer. 





thing ‘‘macabre or ghoulish,” as cer- 
tain young fans writing to Warner 
studio apparently would enjoy. 
Dean, one of a number of stars in 
picture, will be handled in the ad- 
vertising only as an important 
player and film will be exploited 
on its merits only, rather than go- 
ing in for individuals. 

Virtually no mention was made 
of the actor’s death, in any of the 





at the film’s four sneak previews, 


|in the United Kingdom, 
800 to 900 preview cards turned in| 





is argued, recover most of their 
high production costs on home 
sales . . . The situation on which 
this classic argument is based de- 
serves re-examination, because the 
American market for films has 
shrunk much more than the Brit- 
ish. According to the last figures 
the rate of attendances at Ameri- 
can cinemas was only twice that 
and the 
American industry would challenge 
the theory that dumping is prac- 
ticable or practised.” 
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